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N- 46. TUESDAY, JULY 26, 1709. 



2Voii bene amfteniuntf nee in vna sede morantur^ 
Mtgeetae et amor^ — Ovid. Met ii. 88. 

-*— ' Love bat ill agrees with kingly pride.' 
White's Chocolate-houte, July 25. 

We see every day volumes written against that ty- 
rant of human life called Love ; and yet there is no 
help found against his cruelties, or barrier against 
the inroads he is pleased to make into the mind of 
man. After this preface, you will expect I am go- 
ing to give particttlar instances ^ what I have as- 
serted. That ezjpectation cannot be raised too high 
for the novelty of the history, aqd manner of life, of 
the emperor Aurengezebe, who has resided for some 
years in the cities of London and Westminster, with 
the air and mien indeed of his imperial quality, but 
the equipage and appointment only of a private 
gentleman. This potentate, for a long series of time, 
appeared from the hour of twelve until that of two 
. at a coffee-house near the Exchange, and had a seat 
(though without a canopy), sacred to himself, where 
he gave diurnal audiences concerning commerce, 
politics, tare and tret, usury and abatement, with 
all things necessary for helping the distressed, who 
are willing to give one limb for the better main- 
tenance of the rest ; or such joyous youths, whop 
philosophy is confined to the present hour, and .wf 
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2 TATLER. 46. 

desirous to call in the revenue of the next half-year 
to double the enjoyment of this. Long did this 
growing monarch employ himself after this manner : 
and ds alliances are necessary to all great king- 
doms, he took, particularly the interests of Lewis 
the XlVth into his care and protection. When all 
mankind were attacking that unhappy monarch, and 
those who had neither valour nor wit to oppose 
against him would be still showing their impotent 
malice, by laying wagers in opposition to his in- 
terest ; Aurengezebe ever took the part of his con- 
temporary, and laid immense treasures on his side 
in defence of his important magazine of Toulon. 
Aurengezebe also had all this while a constant in- 
telligence with India; and his letters were answer- 
ed in jewels, which he soon made brilliant, and 
caused to be affixed to his imperial castor, which 
he always wears cocked in front, to show his de- 
fiance ; with a heap of imperial snuff in the middle 
of. his ample visage, to show his sagacity. The 
zealots of this littl.e spot called Great Britain fell 
universally into this emperor's politics, and paid 
homage to his superior genius, in forfeiting their cof- 
fers to his treasury. 

fiut wealth and wisdom are possessions too so- 
lemn aot to give weariness to active minds, without 
the relief (in vacant hours) of wit and love, which 
are the proper amusements of the powerful and the 
wise. This emperor, therefore, with great regularity, 
every day at five in the afternoon, leaves his money- 
changers,' his publicans, and little hoarders of wealth, 
to their low pursuits, and ascends his chariot, to 
drive to WilFs; where the taste is refined, and a re- 
lish given to men's possession, by a polite skill in 
grat%ing their passions and appetites. There it is 
that the emperor has learned to live and to love, 
and not, like a miser, to gaze only on his ingots or 
his treasures ; but, with a nobler sati9faction^ to liyj^ 
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the admiration of others ; for his splendour and hap- 
piness in being master of them. But a prince is no 
more to be his own caterer in his love^ than in his 
food : therefore Aurengezebe has ever in waiting 
two purveyors for his dishes, and his wenches for 
his retired hours, by whom the scene of his diver- 
sion is prepared in die following manner : 

There is near Covent-garden a street known by 
the name of Drury, which, before the days of 
Christianity, was purchased by the queen of Paphos, 
and is the only part of Great Britain where the te- 
nure of vassalage is still in being. All that long 
course of building is under particular districts or 
ladyships, after the manner of lordships in other 
parts, over which matrons of known abilities pre- 
side, and have, for the support of their age and in- 
firmities, certain taxes paid out of the rewards of 
the amorous labours of the young. This seraglio of 
Great Britain is disposed into convenient alleys and 
apartments, and every house, from the cellar to the 
garret, inhabited by nymphs of different orders, that 
persons of every rank may be accommodated with 
an immediate consort to allay their flames, and par- 
take of their cares. Here it is that, when Auren- 
gezebe diinks fit to give a loose to dalliance, the 
purveyors prepare the entertainment; and what 
makes it more august is, that every person con- 
cerned in the interlude has his set part, and the 
prince sends beforehand word what he designs to 
say, and directs also the very answer which shall be 
made to him. 

It has been before hinted, that this emperor has a 
continual commerce with India ; and it is to be noted 
that the largest stone that rich earth has produced is 
in our Aurengezebe's possession. 

But all things are now disposed for his reception. 
At his entrance into the seraglio, a servant deliver 
him hi)s beaver of state and love, on which is fixe 

b2 
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this inestimable jewel aS his diadem. Wben he is 
seated, the purveyors, Pandanis and Nuncio, 
marching on each side of the matron of the house, 
introduce her into his presence. In the midst of the 
room, they bow altogether to the diadem. When 
the matron 

' Whoever thou art, as thy awful aspect speaks 
thee a man of power, be propitious to tiiis mansion 
of love, and let not the severity of tiiy wisdom dis- 
dain, that by the representation of naked innocence, 
or pastoral figures, we revive in thee the memory at 
lieast of that power of Venus, to which all the wise 
and the brave are some part of their lives devoted.^ 
Aurengezebe consents by a nod, and they go out 
backwahl. 

After this, an unhappy nymph, who is to be sup- 
posed just escaped from die hands of a ravishen 
with her tresses dishevelled, runs into the room wHli 
a dagger in her hand, and falls before the emperor. 

' Pity, oh ! pity, whoever thou art, an unhappy 
virgin, whom one of thy train has robbed of her in- 
nocence; her innocence, which wf^s all her por- 
tion Or rather let me die like the memorable 

Lucretia.' — Upon which she stabs herself. The 
body is immediately examined after the manner of 
our coroners. Lucretia recovers by a cup of right 
Nantz; and ike matron, who is her next relation ^ 
stops all process at law. 

This unhappy affair is no sooner over but a nakeii 
niad woman breaks into the room, calls for her 
duke, her lord, her emperor. As soon as she spies 
Aurengezebe, the object of. all her fury and love, 
she calls for petticoats, is ready to sink with shame, 
and is dressed in all haste in new attire at his charge. 
This unexpected accident of the mad woman makes 
Aurengezebe curious to know, whether others who 
are in their senses can guess at his quality. For 
which reason the whole convent is examined one by 
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one. The matron marches in with a tawdry country 
girl — ^ Pray, Winifred,' says she, ' who do you 
think that fine man with those jewels and pearls is V 
— ' I believe,* says Winifred, * it is our landlord — 
It must be the esquire himself.'— The emperor laughs 
at her simplicity. — * Go, fool,' says the matron : 
then turning to- the emperor — ^ Your greatness will 
pardon her ignorance!' After her, several others 
of different characters are instructed to mistake who 
he is, in the same manner : then the whole sister- 
hood are called together, and the emperor rises, and 
cocking his hat, ' declares, he is the Great Mogul, 
and they his concubines. A general murmur goes 
through the whole assembly : and Aurengezebe, cer- 
tifying that he keeps them for state rather than use, 
tells them, they are permitted to receive all men into 
their apartments ; then proceeds through the crowd, 
among whom he throws medals shaped like half- 
crowns, and returns to his chariot. 

This being all that passed the last day in which 
Aurengezebe visited the women's apartments, I c6n- 
sulted Pacolet concerning the foundation of such 
strange amusements in old age: to which he an- 
swered, ^ You may remember, when I gave you an 
account of my good fortune in being drowned on the 
thirtieth day of my human life, I told you of the 
disasters I should otherwise have met with before I 
arrived at the end of my stamen, w;hich was sixty 
years^ I may now add an observation to you, that 
all who exceed tiiat period, except the latter part of 
it is spent in the exercise of virtue and contempla- 
tion of futurity, must necessarily fall into an inde- 
cent old age ; because with regard to all -the enjoy- 
ments of the years of vigour and ^manhood, child- 
hood returns upon them : and as infants ride on 
sticks, build houses in dirt, and make ships in gut 
ters by a faint idea of things they are to act her 
after; so ol4 men play the lovers,* potentates, ai 
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emperorsy from the decayiag image of the ntq^e per- 
fect performances of their stronger years : therefore 
be sure to insert JEsculapius and Aurengezebe in 
your next bill of mortality of the metaphorically de- 
funct/ 

WHTb Coffee-hmue, Jvdy 24. 

As soon as I came hither this evening, no fewer 
than ten people produced the following poem, which 
they all reported was sent to each of them by the 
penny-post from an unknown hand. All the battle- 
writers in the room were in debate, who could be 
the author of a piece so martially written; and every 
body applauded the address and skill of the author 
in calling it a postscript ; it being the nature of a 
postscript to contain something very material which 
was fprgotten, or not clearly expressed in the letter 
itself. Thus the verses being occasioned by a march 
without beat of drum, and that circumstance being 
no ways taken notice of in any of the stanzas, the 
author calls it a postscript; not that it is a post- 
script, but figuratively, because it wants a post- 
script. Common writers, when what Ihey mean 
is not expressed in the book itself, ' supply it by a 
preface; out a postscript seems to me the more just 
way of apology ; because otherwise a man makes an 
excuse before the offence is committed. All the 
heroic poets were guessed at for its author; but 
though we could not find out his name, yet one 
repeated a couplet in Hudibras, which spoke hia 
qualifications : 

< r th' midflt of aU this warlike rabble, 
Crowdjeio march'd, expert and able.' 

The poem is admirably suited to the' occasion : 
for to write without discovering yoUr meaning, bears 
a just resemblance to marcMng without beat of 
drum. 
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' Qn the march to Tournay without beat of drum. 
' The Brussbls Postcript. 

' Conld 1 with plainest words express 

That great man's wonderful address, 
HiB penetration, and his tow'ring thought ; 

It would the gazing world surprise. 

To see one man. at all times wise, 
To view the wonder he with ease has wrought. 

* Refining schemes approach his mind. 
Like breezes of a southern wind, 

To temperate a sultry glorious day. 
Whose fannings, with an useful pride. 
Its mighty heat do softly guide, 
^ And, haying cleared the air, glide silently away, 

' Thus his immensity of thought 

Is deeply form'd, and gently wrought. 

His temper always softening life's disease ; 
That Fortune, when she does intend 
To rudely frown, she turns his friend, 

Admires his judgment, and applauds his ease. 

* His great address in this design 
Does now, and will for ever shine. 

And wants a Waller but to do him right ; 
The whole amusement was so strong. 
Like Fate he doom'd them to be wrong, 

And Tournay's took by a peculiar flight. 

* Thus, Madam, all mankind behold 
Your rast ascendant, not by gold ; 

But by your wisdom and your pious life | 
Your aim no more, than to destroy 
That which does Europe's ease annoy^ - 

And supersede a reign of shame and strife.' 

Si. Jan^s Coffee-houte, July 24. 

My brethren of the quill, the ingenious society 
of news-writers, haying willi great spirit and ele- 
gance already informed the world, that the town of 
Tournay capitulated on the twenty-eighth instant ; 
there is nothing left for me to say, but to congratu- 
late the good company here» that we have reason 
hope for an opportunity of thanking Mr. Wit* 
next winter in mis place, for the service he has < 
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his country. No man deserves better of hb friends 
than that gentleman, whose distinguishing character 
it is, that he gives his orders with ti^e fd,miliarity, and 
enjoys his fortune with the generosity, of a fellow- 
soldier. His Grace the Duke of Argyle had also 
an eminent part in the reduction of diis important 
place. That illustrious youth discovers the peculiar 
turn of spirit and greatness of soul, which only 
make men of high birth and quality useful to their 
country ; and considers nobility as an imaginary dis- 
tinction, unless accompanied with the practice of 
those generous virtues by which it ought to be ob- 
tained. But, that our military glory is arrived at 
its present height, and that men of all ranks so pas- 
sionately affect their share in it, is certainly owing 
to. the merit and conduct of our glorious general : 
for as the great secret in chemistry, though not in 
nature, has occasioned many useful discoveries; 
and the fantastic notion of being wholly disinterested 
in friendship has made men do a thousand generous 
actions abbve themselves; so, though the present 
grandeur and fame of the Duke of Marlborough 
is a station of glory to which no one hopes to arrive, 
yet all carry their actions to a higher pitch, by 
having that great example laid before them. 
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Quicquid agunt homines 

nostri est farrago UbeUi, 

Juv. Sat. i. 86, 86. 

Whatever men do, or say, or think, or dream, 
Our motley paper seizes for its theme. P, 

Whitens Chocolate-house, July 29. 

My friend Sir Thomas has communicated to me his 
letters from Epsom of the twenty-fifth instant, which 
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^ve, in general, a very good account of the present 
posture of affairs in that place ; but that the tran- 
quillity and correspondence of the company begin 
to be interrupted by the arrival of Sir Taffety Trip- 
pet,* a fortune-hunter, whose follies are too gross to 
give diversion ; and whose vanity is too stupid to 
let him be sensible that he is a public offence. If 
people will indulge a splenetic humour, it is impos- 
sible to be at ease, when such creatures as are the 
scandal of our species set up for gallantry and ad- 
ventures. It will be much more easy, therefore, to 
laugh Sir Taffety into reason, than convert him from 
his foppery by any serious contempt. I knew a 
gentleman that made it a maxim to open his doors, 
and even run into the ways of bullies, to avoid their 
insolence. The rule wiu bold as well with cox- 
combs : they are never mortified, but when they rest 
assured, that it is your ignorance makes them out 
of your good graces; or, that it is only want of ad- 
mittance prevents their being amiable where they are 
shunned and avoided. But Sir Taffety is a fop of 
so sanguine a complexion, that I fear it will be very 
hard for the fair one he at present pursues to get 
rid of the chace, without being so tired, as, for her 
own ease, to fall into the mouth of the mongrel she 
runs from. But the history of Sir Taffety is as plea- 
sant as his character. 

It happened that, when he first set up for a for- 
tune-hunter, he chose Tunbribge for the scene of 
action, where were at that time two sisters upon the 
same design. The knight believed of course the 
elder must be the better prize; and consequently 
makes all his sail that way. People that want sense 
do always in an egregious manner want modesty, 
which made our hero triumph in making his armo — 

« HeniT Cromwell^ Esq. who died in 1788, was t^ 
^nal of ^e character here delineated under the name 
Taffety Tiippet. 
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as public as was possible. The adored lady was no 
less vain of his public addresses. An attorney with 
one cause is not half so restless as a woman with 
one lover. Wherever they met, they talked to each 
other aloud, chose each other partner at balls, sa- 
luted at the most conspicuous part of the service of 
the church, and practised, in honour of each other, 
all the remarkable particularities which are usual for 
persons who admire one another, and are contempti- 
ble to the rest of the word. These two lovers 
seemed as much made for each other as Adam 
and Eve, and all pronounced it a match of nature's 
own making ; but the night before the nuptials, so 
universally approved, the younger sister, envious of 
the good fortune even of her sister, who had been 
present at most of her interviews, and had an equal 
taste for the charms of a fop, as there are a set of 
women made for that order of men ; the younger, I 
say, unable to see so rich a prize pass by her, dis- 
covered to Sir Taffety, that a coquet air, much 
tongue, and three suits, was all the portion of his 
mistress. His love vanished that moment, himself 
and equipage the next morning. It is uncertain 
where the lover has been ever since engaged ; but 
certain it is, he has not appeared in his character as 
a follower of love and fortune until he arrived at 
Epsom, where there is at present a young lady of 
youth, beauty, and fortune, who has alarmed all 
the vain and the impertinent to infest tl^jat quarter. 
At the head of this assembly. Sir Taffety shines in 
the brightest manner, with all the accomplishments 
which usually ensnare the heart of a woman ; with 
this particular merit, which often is of great ser- 
' vice, that he is laughed at for her sake. The 
friends of the fair-one are in much pain for the 
sufferings she goes through from the perseverance 
of this hero ; but they may be much more so from 
the danger of his succeeding, towards which they 
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gire a helping han4» if they dissuade her with bit- 
terness ; lOT there is a fantastical generosity in the 
sex to approve creatures of the least merit imagin- 
able, when they see the imperfections of their ad- 
mirers are become marks of derision for their sakes ; 
and there is nothing so i^equent, as that he, who 
was contemptible to a woman in her own judgment, 
has won her by being too violently opposed by others. 

Grecian Coffee-house , July 27* 

In the several capacities I bear, of astrologer, 
civilian, and physician, I have with great application 
studied the public emolument : to this end serve all 
my lucubrations, speculations, and whatever other 
labours I undertake, whether nocturnal or diurnal. 
On this motive am I induced to publish a never- 
failing medicine for the spleen : my experience in 
this distemper came from a very remarkable cure on 
my ever worthy friend Tom Spindle, who, through 
excessive gaiety, had exhausted that natural stock 
of wit and spirits he had long been blessed with ; he 
w^as sunk and flattened to the lowest degree ima- 
ginable, sitting' whole hours over the 'Book -of 
Martyrs' and * Pilgrim^s Progress ;' his other con- 
templations never rising higher than the colour of 
his urine, or the regularity of his pulse. • In this 
condition I found him, accompanied by the learned 
Dr. Drachm, and a good old nurse. Drachm had 
prescribed magazines of herbs, and mines of steel. 
I soon discovered the malady, and descanted on the 
nature of it, until I convinced both the patient and 
his nurse, that the spleen is not to be cured by me- 
dicine, but by poetry. Apollo, the author of phy- 
sic, shone with' diffusive rays, the best of poets as 
well as of physicians ; and it is in this double •' 
pacity that I have made my way ; and have f 
sweet, easy,- flowing numbers are oft superior i 
noblest medicines. When the spirits are lo\i 
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nature •uiik, the muee, with sprightly and faanno- 
nious notes, gives an unexpected turn with a grain 
of poetry ; which I prepare without the use of mer- 
cury. 1 have done wonders in this kind ; for the 
spleen is like the tarantula, the effects of whose 
malignant poison are to he prevented by no other 
remedy but the channs of music; for you are to 
understand, that as some noxious animals carry an- 
tidotes for their own poisons, so there is something 
equally unaccountable in poetry; for though it is 
sometimes a disease, it is to be cured only by itself. 
Now I, knowing Tom Spindle'^ constitution, and 
that he is not only a pretty gentleman, but also a 
pretty poet, found the true cause of hk distemp^ 
was a violent grief, that moved his affections too 
strongly; for durinff the late treaty of peace, he 
bad writ a most excellent poem on that subject ; and 
when he wanted but two fines in the last stanza for 
finishing the whole piece, there comes news that the 
French tyrant would not sign. Spindle in a few 
days took his bed, and had lain there still, had not 
I been sent for. I immediately told him there was 
great probability the French would now sue to us for 
peace. I saw immediately a new life in his eyes ; 
and I knew that nothing could help him forward 
so well, as hearing verses which he would believe 
worse than his own. I read him, Hierefore, the 
Brussels Postscript; after which I recited some 
heroic lines of my own, which operated so strongly 
on the tympmnum of his ear, that I doubt not but I 
have kept out all other sounds for a fortnight ; and 
have reason to hope, we sl^all see him abroad the 
day before his poem. 

This, you jee, is a particular secret I have found 
out, viz. that you are not to choose your physician 
for his knowleage in your distemper, but for having 
it himself. Therefore I am at hand for all ma- 
ladies arising from poetical vapours, beyond which 
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I aeyer pretead. For being calkd th^ other day to 
one in loye, I took indeed his three guineas, and 
gave hkn my adyice, which was to send for iEs- 
culapius*. iBscnlapitts, as soon as he saw the 
patient, cries out, ' It is love I it is loTe ! Oh ! the 
unequal pulse I These are the symptoms a lover 
feels; such sighs, such pangs, attend the uneasy 
mind; nor can our art, or all our boasted skill 
avail. — Yet, O faur ! for thee' — ^Thus die sage ran 
on, and owned the passion which he pitied, as well 
as that he felt a greater pain than ever he eured : 
affcer which he concluded, < All I can advise is 
marriage : charms and beauty will give new life and 
vigour, and tun the course of nature to its better 
prospect.' This is the new way ; and thus iBscu- 
lapius has left his beloved powders, and wiites a 
recipe for a wife at sixty. In short, my friend 
followed the prescription, and married youth and 
beauty in their perfect bloom. 

' Supine in Sylvia's snowy arms he lies, 

And all the lynsy cares xif life defies : 

Each happy homx is filled wi& fresh delight, 

While peace the day, and pleasure crowns the night.' 

From my men Apartment ^ Jidy 27. 

Tragical Pasaion was ilie subject of the discourse 
where I last visited tiiis (evening ; and a gentleman 
who knows that I am at presj^ wriiti^g a very deep 
tragedy, directed bis discourse in a particidar man- 
ner to me. ' It is the common &!ttlt,' said he, 
' of you gentlemen who wri^t^ m ^e 4;Miskin style, 
that you give us rather thie s^timents of such who 
bebold tragical events, than of such who bear a^pturt 
in them themselves. I would advise all who pre- 
tend this way, to read Shakspeare with care ; ai 
they will soon be deterred from putting forth w' 

• Dr. Rftdcflifre. 
VOL. II. c 
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is usually called tragedy. : The way of conkmbn 
writers in this kind is rather the description than 
the e:;(pression of sorrow. There is no medium in 
these attempts, and you must go to the very bottom 
of the heart, or it is all mere language ; and the 
writer of such lines is no more a poet, than a man 
is a physician for knowing the names of distempers, 
without the causes of them. Men of sense are pro- 
fessed enemies to all such empty labours: for he 
who pretends to be sorrowful,- and is not, is a wretch 
yet more contemptible than he who pretends to be 
merry and is not. Such a tragedian is only maudlin 
drunk.' The gentleman went on with much warmth : 
but all he could say had little effect upon me : but 
when I came hither, I so far obsenred his counsel, 
that I looked into Shakspeare. The tragedy I 
dipped into was * Henry the Fourth.' In the scene 
where Morton is preparing to tell Northumberland ' 
of his son's death, the old man does not give him 
time to speak, but says, 

^ The whiteness of thy cheeks 
Is apter than thy tongue to tell thy errand ; 
Even such a man, so faint, so spiritless, 
So dull, so dead in look, so woe-begone. 
Drew Priam's curtain at the dead of night. > 
And would have told him half his Troy was burnt; 
But Priam found the fire, ere he his tongue. 
And I my Percy's death, ere thou report'st it.' 

The image in this place is wonderfully noble and 
great ; yet this man in all this is' but rising towards 
his great affliction, and is still enough himself, as 
you see, to make a simile. But when he is certain 
of his son's death, he is lost to all patience, and 
gives up all the regards of this life ; and since the 
last of evils is fallen upon him, he calls for it upon 
all the world. 

' Now let not nature's hand 
Keep the wild flood confined ; let order die, 
And let the world no longer be a stage, 
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To fe«d eontentloii in a lingering act ; 
But let one spirit of the first-bom Cam 
Reign in all bosoms, that each heart being set 
On bloody courses, th^ vride scene may end, 
And darkness be the bnrier of the dead/ 

Reading but this one scene has convinced me, 
that he, who describes the concern of great men, 
must have a soul as noble, and as susceptible of 
high thoughts, as they whom he represents : I shall 
therefore lay by my drama for some time, and turn 
my thoughts to cares and griefs, somewhat below 
that of heroes, .but no less moving. A misfortune, 
proper for me to take notice of has so lately hap- 
pened : the disconsolate Maria has three days kept 
her chamber for the loss of t^e beauteous Fidelia, 
her lap-dog. Lesbia herself did not shed more 
tears ror her sparrow. What makes her the more 
concerned, is, that we know not whether Fidelia 
was killed or stolen ; but she was seen in the par- 
lour window when the train bands went by, and 
never since. Whoever gives notice of her, dead 
or alive, shall be rewarded with a kiss of her lady. 
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■VirtiUem verba putant, ut 



Lucum ligna, . . . HoR. £p. vi. 31. 

' They look on virtue as an empty name.' 

From my ovm Apartment y July 29. 

This day I obliged Pacolet to entertain me with 
matter which regarded persons of his own character 
and occupation. We chose to take our walk on 
Tower-hill : and as we were coming, from thence, 
in order to stroll as far as Garraway's*, I observed 

• Oanraway kept a coffee-house at that time, opposite tr 
the Royal ^uhange, probably in the pUce where there i 
DOW a coffee-house well known by the same name. 

C2 
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two men, who had ^ut just landed, coming from 
the water-side. I thought there was something un- 
common in their mien and aspect ; but though they 
seemed by their visage to be related, yet there was 
a warmth in their taanner, as if they diiBfered very 
much in their sentiments of the subjects on which 
they were talking. One of them seemed to have 
a natural confidence, mixed with an ingenuous free- 
dom, in his gesture ; his dress very plain, but very 
graceful and becoming: the other, m the midst tif 
an over-bearing carriage, betrayed, by frequently 
looking round him, a suspicion that he was not 
enough regarded by those he met, or -that he. feared 
they would make some attack upon him. This per- 
son was much taller than his companion, and added 
to that height the lidvantage of a feather in his hat, 
and heels to his shoes so monstrously high, that he 
had three or four times fallen down, had he not 
been supported by his friend. They made a full 
stop as they came within a few yards of the place 
where we stood. The plain gentleman bowed to 
Pacolet, the other looked upon him with some dis- 
pleasure ; upon which I asked him who they both 
were ; when he thus informed me of their persons 
and circumstances : 

' You may remember, Isaac, that I have often 
told you, there are beings of a superior rank to 
mankind; who frequently visit the habitations of 
men, in order to call them from some wrong pur- 
suits in which they are actually engaged, or divert 
them from methods which will lead them into errors 
for the future. He that will carefully reflect upon 
the occurrences of his life, will find he has been 
sometimes extricated out of difficulties, and re- 
ceived favours where he could never have expected 
such benefits ; as well as met with cross events from 
some unseen hand, which has disappointed his best- 
laid designs. Such accidents arrive from the inter-' 
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Tendons of aerial beings, as they are beaeToIent or 
hurtful to the nature of man ; and atteud his steps 
in the tracks of ambition, of business, and of plea- 
sure. Before I ever appeared to you in the manner 
I do now, I have frequently followed you in your 
evening walks; and have oft^n, by throwing some- 
accident in your way, as the passing by of a funeral, 
or the appearance of some other solemn object, given 
your imagination a new turn, and changed a night 
you have destined to mirth and jolli^, into an ex- 
ercise of study and contemplation. 1 was the old 
soldier who met you last summer in Chelsea fields, 
and pretended that I bad broken my wooden leg, 
and could not get home ; but I snapped it short off, 
on purpose that you might fall into the reflections 
you did on that subject, and take me into your hack. 

If you remember, you made yourself very merry 
on that fracture, and asked me whether I thought I 
should next winter feel cold in the toes of that leg [ 
as is usually observed, that those who lose limbs 
are sensible of pains in the extreme parts, even after 
those Umbs aie cut off. However, my keeping you 
then in the story of the battle of the Boyne pre- 
vented aa assignation, which would have led you 
into more disasters than I then related. 

' To be short : those two persons whom you see 
yonder are such as I am; they are not real men, 
but are mere shades and figures ; one is named 
Alethes, the other Verismilis. Their office is to be 
the guardians and representatives of conscience and 
honour. They are now going to visit the several 
parts of the town, to sec how their interest in the 
world decay or flourish, and to purge thi iii^(' 
from the many false imputations they daily 
with in the commerce and conversation of 
Vou observed Verismilis frowned when he lit 
me. What he is provoked at is, that I to 
one day, though he strutted and dressed, > 
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much ostentation, if he kept himself within his own 
bounds, he was but a lacquey, and wore only that 
gentleman's liveiy whom he is now with. This 
frets him to the heart : for you must know, he has 
pretended a long time to set up for himself, and gets 
among a crowd of the more unthinking part of man- 
kind, who take him for a person of the first qua- 
lity; though his introduction into the world was 
wholly owing to his present companion/ 

This encounter was very agreeable to me, and I 
was resolved to dog Hiem, and desired Pacolet to 
accompany me. I soon perceiyed what he told me, 
in the gesture of the persons ; for when tliey looked 
at each other in discourse, the well-dressed man 
suddenly cast down his eyes, and discovered that 
the other had a painful superiority over him. After 
some further discourse, they took leave. The plain 
gentleman went down' towards Thames-street, in 
order to be present, at least, at the ooliis^taken at 
the Custom-house ; and the other made directly for 
the heart of the city. It is incredible how great k 
change there immediately appeared in the man of 
honour, when he got rid of his uneasy companion : 
he adjusted the cock of his hat a-new, settled his 
sword-knot, and had an appearance that attracted a 
sudden inclination for him and his interests in all 
who beheld him. • For my part,' said I to Pacolet, 
' I cannot but think you are mistaken in calling this 
person of the lower quality : for he looks more like 
a gentleman than the other. Do not you observe 
all eyes upon him, ^s he advances ! how each sex 

fazes at his stature, aspect, address, and motion !' 
^acolet only smiled, ana shaked his head ; as leavmg 
me to be convinced by my own further observation. 
We kept on our way after him until we came to Ex- 
change-alley, where the plain gentieman again came 
up to the oilier ; and they stood together after the 
manner of eminent merchants, i receive 






4B, TATLBR. 19 

application; but 1 coald observe no man talk to 
eimer of them. The one was laughed at as a fop ; 
and I heard many whispers against the other, as a 
whimsical sort of a fellow, and a great enemy to 
trade. They crossed Comhill togetiber, and came 
into the full Exchange, where some bowed, and gave 
themselves airs in being known to so fine a man as 
Verismilis, who, they said, had great interest in all 

Crinces' courts : and the other was taken notice of 
y several, as one they had seen somewhere long 
before. One more particularly said, he had formerly 
been a man of consideration in the world ; but was 
so unlucky, that they who decdt with him, by some 
strange infatuation or other, had a way of cutting 
off their own bills, and were prodigiously slow in 
improving their stock. But as much as I was curious 
to observe the reception these gentlemen met with 
upon the Exchange, I could not help being inter- 
rupted by one that came up towards us, to whom 
every body made their compliments. He was of the 
eoinmon height, and in his dress there seemed to 
be great care to appear no way particular, except in 
a certain exact and feat manner of behaviour and 
circumspection. He was wonderfully careful that 
his shoes and clothes should be without the least 
speck upon them ; and seemed to think, that on 
«uch an accident depended his very life and fortune. 
There was hardly a man on the !&Kchange who had 
BOt a note upon him ; and each seemed very well 
satisfied that their money lay in his hands, without 
demanding payment. Ifisked Pacolet, what great 
merchant tnat was, who was so universally ad- 
"Pressed to, yet made too familiar an appearance to 
•oommand that extraordinary deference; Pacolet 
answered, < This person is the daemon or genius o^ 
credit; fals name is Umbra. If you observe^ ' 
follovrs Alelfaes and Verisimilis at a distance; a 
indeed has no foundation for the figure he makes 
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the worlds but that he is thought to keep their cash ; 
though, at the same time, none who trust him would 
trust the others for a groat.' As the company rolled 
about, three spectres were jumbled into one place : 
when they were so, and all thought there was an 
alliance between them, they immediately drew upon 
them the business of the whole Exchange. But 
their affairs soon increased to such an unwieldy bulk, 
that Alethes took his leave, and said, ' he would 
not engage further than he had an immediate fund 
to answer.* Verismilis pretended ' that though he 
had revenues large enough to go on his own bottom, 
yet it was below one of his family to condescend to 
trade in his own name ;' therefore he also retired. 
I was extremely troubled to see the glorious mart 
of London left with no other guardian but him of 
credit. But Pacolet told me, ' that traders had 
nothing to do with the honour or conscience of their 
correspondents, provided they supported a general 
behaviour in the world, which could not hurt their 
credit or their purses:' for, said he, * you may^in 
this one tract of building of London and Westminster^ 
see the imaginary motives on which the greatest 
affairs move, as well as in rambling over the face of 
the earth. For though Alethes is the real governor, 
as well as legislator of mankind, he has very little 
business but to make up quarrels; and is only a 
general referee, to whom every man pretends to 
appeal, but is satisfied with his determinations no 
further than they promote his own interest. Hence 
it is, that the soldier and the courtier model their 
actions according to Verismilis's manner, and the 
merchant according to that of Umbra. Among these 
men, honour and credit are not valuable possessions 
in themselves, or pursued out of a principle of jus- 
tice ; but merely as they are serviceable to ambition 
and to commerce. But the world will never be in any 
manner pf order or tranquillity, until men are firmly 
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conyincedy that i^onscience, boaour^ and credit^ are 
all in one interest ; and that without the conciirrence 
of the former, the latter are but impositions upon 
ourselTes and others. The force these delusive 
words have is not seen in the transactions of the busy 
world only, but they have also their tyranny over 
the fair sex. Were you to ask the unhappy Lais, 
what pangs of reflection preferring the consideration 
of her honour to her conscience has given her, she 
could tell you, that it has forced her to drink up 
half a gallon this winter of Tom Dfussapas's potions ; 
that she still pines away for fear of bemg a mother ; 
and knows not but, the moment she is such, she 
9haU be a murderess : but if conscience had as strong 
a force upon the mind as honour, the first step to her 
unhappy condition had never been made ; she had 
still been innocent, as she is beautiful. Were men 
so enlightened and studious of their own good^ as to 
act by the dictates of tiieir reason and reflection, 
and not the opinion of others, conscience' would be 
the steady ruler of human life : and the words truth, 
law, reason, equity, and religion, would be but 
synonymous terms for that only guide which makes 
us pass our days in our own favour and approbation.' 



N« 49. TUESDAY, AUGUST 2, 1709. 
Qukfmditgmii 



mo^ri est farrago Ubelli. 

Juv. Sat. i. 86, 86. 

Whate'er men do, or say, or think, or dream, 
Our motley paper seizes for its theme. P. 

White's ChoeokLte-kome, Augu$i 1. 

The imposition of honest names and words upon 
improper subjects, has made so regular a confusic 
among us, that we are apt to sit down with c 
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errors, well enough satisfied with the methods we 
are fallen intb, without attempting to deliver our- 
selves from the tyranny under which we are reduced 
by such innovations. Of all the laudable motives 
of human life, none have suffered so much in this 
kind, as Love: under which revered name brutal 
desire called Lust is frequently concealed and ad- 
mitted; though they differ as much as a matron 
from a prostitute, or a companion from a buffoon. 
Philander the other day was bewailing this misfor- 
tune with much indignation, and upbraided me for 
having some time since quoted those excellent lines 
of the satirist : 

'To an exact perfection they have brought 
The action love, the passion is forgot/ 

' How could you,' said he, ' leave such a hint 
so coldly? How could Aspasia and Sempronia enter 
into your imagination at the same time, and you 
taever declare to us the different receptions you gave 
them ?' •• 

The figures which the ancient mythologists and 
poets put upon Love and Lust in their writings are 
very instructive. Love is a beauteous blind child, 
adorned with a quiver and a bow, which he plays 
with, and shoots around him, without design or di- 
rection ; to intimate to us, that the person beloved 
has no intention to give us the anxieties we meet 
with, but that the beauties of a worthy object are 
like the charms of a lovely infant ; they cannot but 
attract your concern and fondness, though the child 
so regarded is as insensible of the value you put 
upon it, as it is that it deserves your benevolence. 
On the other side, the sages figured Lust in the 
form of a satyr : of shape, part human, part bestial ; 
to signify that the followers of it prostitute the rea-> 
Don of a man to pursue the appetites of a beast. 
This satyr is made to haunt the paths and coverts 
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of the wood-nymphs and shepherdesses, to lurk on 
the banks of rivulets, and watch the purling streams, 
as the resorts of retired virgins ; to show, that law- 
less desire tends chiefly to prey upon innocence, 
and has something so unnatural in it, that it hates 
its own make, and shuns the object it loved, as soon 
as it has made it like itself. Love, therefore, is a 
child that cdteplains and bewails its inability to help 
itself, and weeps for assistance, without an imme- 
diate reflection or kiiowledge of the food it. wants : 
Lust, a watchful thief, which seizes its prey, and 
lays snares for its own relief; and its principal ob- 
ject being innocent, it never robs, but it murders at 
the same time. 

From this idea of a Cupid and a Satyr, we may 
settle our notions of these different desires, and 
accordingly rank their followers. Aspasia must, 
therefore, be allowed to be the first of the beauteous 
order of Love, whose unaffected freedom, and con- 
scious innocence, give her the attendance of the 
Graces in all her actions. That awful distance 
which we bear toward her in all our. thoughts of her, 
and that cheerful familiarity with which we ap- 
proach her, are certain instances of her being the 
truest object of love of any of her sex. . In this 
accomplished lady, love is the constant effect, be- 
cause it is never the design. Yet though her mein 
carries much more invitation than command, to be- 
hold her is an immediate check to loose behaviour ; 
and to love her is a liberal education ; for, it being 
the nature of all love to create an intimation of the 
beloved person . in the lover, a fegard for Aspasia 
naturally produces decency of manners, and .good 
conduct of life, in her admirers. If, therefore, the 
giggling Leucippe could but see her train of fopp 
assembled, and Aspasia move by. them, she wou' 
be mortified at the veneration with which she 
beheld, even by Leucippe's own unthinking eq 



|Mitt^> wlKMe psssiona hare long taken leaved their 
w i w » r» laadlay«> 

As elMtfity is esteemed a coajimction of the good 
qualities necessary lo a Tiitnoos man, so love is the 
kanpy composition of all die accomplishments that 
make a fine centleman. The motive of a man's life 
is seen in sJl his actions : and such as have the 
beauteous boy (or their inspirer have a simplicity of 
lHAaviour» and a certain evenness of desire, which 
bums like the lamp of life in their bosoms ; while 
Ikey who are instigi^edby the satyr are ever tortured 
bv jealousies of tkeobject of their wishes ; often desire 
wnatttiey scorn, and as often consciously and know- 
indl Y embrace where they are mutually indifferent. 

Florio, the generous husband, and limberham, 
Ike kind keeper, are noted exam[des of the different 
efllects which these desires produce in the mind. 
Amanda, who is the wife of Florio, lives in the con- 
tinual eiyoyment of new instances of h» husband's 
friendship^ and sees it the end of all kis lunbition to 
make her life one series of pleasure and satisfaction ; 
and Amanda's relish of the goods of life is all that 
makes them pleasing to Florio : tfiey behave them- 
selves to each other, when present, with a certain 
apparent benevolence, which transports above rap- 
ture ; and they think of each other in absence with 
a confidence unknown to the highest friendship: 
their satisfactions are doubled, their sorrows lessen- 
ed, by paitieipation. 

On the other hand, Corinna*, who is the mistress 
of limberham, lives ki constant torment : her equi- 
page b an old woman> who was what Corinna is 
now ; an antiquated footman, who was pimp to Lim- 
berham's father ; and a chambermaid who is Lim- 
berham's wendi by fits, out of a principle of politics, 

« The persons here alluded to under the names of Corinna 
and lAmleiham, were Mrs. Elisabeth Thomas, junior, and 
Henry Cronbiwell, Esquire. 
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to mak6 her jealous and watchful of CoHnna. Un- 
der this guard, and in this conversation^ Gorinna 
lives in state : the furniture of her habitation, and 
her own gorgeous dress, make her the envy of all the 
strolling ladies in the town ; but Corinna knows she 
herself is but part of Limberham's household stuff, 
and is as capable df being disposed of elsewhere, as 
any other moveable. But while her keeper is 
persuaded by his spies, that no enemy has been 
within his doors since his last visit, no Persian prince 
was ever so magnificently bountiful ; a kind look or 
falling tear is worth a piece of brocade, a sigh is a 
jewel, and a smile is a cupboard of plate. All this 
is shared between Gorinna and her guard in his ab- 
sence. With this great economy and industry does 
the unhappy Limberham purchase the constant tor- 
tures of jealousy, the favour of spending his estate, 
and the opportunity of enriching one by whom he 
knows he is hated and despised. These are the ordi- 
nary and common evils which attend keepers ; and 
Corinna is a wench but of common size of wicked- 
ness, were you to know what passes under the roof 
where the fair Messalina reigns with her humble 
adorer. 

Messalina is the professed mistress of mankind : 
she has left the bed of her husband, and her beau- 
teous offspring, to give a loose to want of shame and 
fulness of desire. Wretched Noctumus, her feeble 
keeper ! How the poor creature fribbles in his gait, 
and skuttles from place to place to dispatch his 
necessary affairs in painful aaylight, that he may 
return to the constant twilight preserved in that scene 
of wontonness, Messalisa's bed-^chamber ! How does 
he, while he is absent from thence, consider in his 
imaginati6n the breadth of his porter's shoulders, the 
spruce night-oap of his valet, the ready attendant 
of his butler ! any of all whom he knows she admii 
and professes to approve of. This, alas ! is the ga 
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lantry, this the freedom of our fine gentlemen; for 
this they preserve their liberty, and keep clear of 
that bugbear, marriage. But he does not under- 
stand either vice or virtue, who will not allow, that 
life without the rules of morality is a wayward, un- 
easy being, with snatches only of pleasure; but un- 
der the regulation of virtue, a reasonable and uniform 
habit of enjoyment. I have seen in a play of old 
Haywood's a speech at the end of an act, which 
touched this point with much spirit. He makes a 
married man in the play, upon some endearing oc- 
casion, look at his spouse with an air of fondness , 
and fall into the following reflection on his condition : 

Oh marriage ! happiest, easiest safest state ; 
Let debauchees and drunkards scorn thy rites, 
Who, in their nauseous draughts and lusts, profane 
Both thee and Heav'n, by whom thou wert ordain'd^ 
How can the savage call it loss of freedom, 
Thus to con verse with, thus to gaze at 
A faithful, beauteous friend? 
Blush not, my fair one, that thy love applauds thee. 
Nor be it painful to my wedded wife 
That my full heart overflows in the praise of thee. 
Thou art by law, by interest, passion, mine : 
Passion and reason join in love of thee. 
Thus, through a world of calumny and fraud. 
We pass bom unreproach'd, both undeceiy'd ; 
While, in each other's interest and happiness, 
We without art all faculties employ, 
And all our senses without guilt enjoy. 

N^ 60. THURSDAY, AUGUST 4, 1709. 

Quicquid agunt homines 

nostH est farrago libellu 

Juv.Sat. i. 85, 86. 
Whate'er men do, or say, or think, or dream, 
Our motley paper seizes for its theme. P* 

White's Chocoktte-house, August 2. 

THE HISTORY OF ORLANDO THE FAIR. 

Whatever malicious men may say of our Lucu- 
brations, we have no design but to produce unknown 
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merit, or place in a proper li^t the actions of our 
contemporaries who labour to distinguish themselves^ 
whether it be by vice or virtue. For we shall never 
give accouiits to the world of any thing, but what 
the lives and endeavours of the persons of whom we 
treat, make the basis of their fame and reputation. 
For this reason it is to be hoped that our appearance 
is reputed a public benefit ; and though certain per- 
sons may turn what we mean for panegyric into 
scandal, let it be answered once for all, that if our 
praises are really designed as raillery, such malevo- 
lent persons owe their safety from it, only to their 
being too inconsiderable for history. It is not every 
man who deals in rats-bane, or is unseasonably 
amarous, that can adorn story, like'^sculapius*; 
nor every stock-jobber of the India company 
can assume the port, and personate the figure of Au- 
rengezebe. My noble ancestor, Mr. Shakspeare, 
who was of the race of the Staffs, was not more 
fond of the memorable Sir John Palstaff than I am 
of those worthies : but the Latins have an admirably 
admonition expressed in three words, to wit, Ne quid 
nimis, which forbids my indulging myself on those 
delightful subjects, and calls me to do justice to otheris, 
who make no less figures in our generation : of such, 
the first and most renowned is, that eminent hero 
and lover, Orlandof the handsome, whose disap- 
pointments in love, and gallantry, and in war, have 
banished him from public view, and made him vo- 
luntarily enter into a confinement to which the un- 
grateful age would otherwise have forced him. Ten 
hutra and more are wholly passed since Orlando 
first appeared in the metropolis of this island : his 
descent noble, his |wit humorous, his person charm- 

• Dt. Radclifle. 

t Robert Fielding, Esq. commonly known then by the n* 
of Beau Fielding, a handsome and very comely gentles 
much distinguished in the ' Annuls of Gallantry' at that U 
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ing. But to none of these recommendatory itdyan- 
tages was his title so undoubted, as that ^f his 
beauty. His complexion was fair, but his coun- 
tenance manly ; his stature of the tallest, his shap^ 
the most exact : and though in all his limbs he haijL 
a proportion as delicate as we see in the works of 
the most skilful statuaries, his body had a strength 
and firmness little inferior to the marble of which 
such images are formed. This made Orlando the 
universal flame of all the fair sex ; innocent virgips 
sighed for him as Adonis; experienced widows, :ab 
Hercules. Thus did this figure walk alone ^e 
pattern and ornament of our species, but of coi^-se 
the envy of all who had the saqie passions without 
his superior merit, and pretences to the favour of 
that enchanting creature, woman. However, the 
generous Orlando believed himself formed fpr.the 
world, and not to be engrossed by any particular af- 
fection. He sighed not for Delia, for Chlotis,- for 
Chloe, for Betty, nor my lady, nor for the re^dy 
chamber-maid, nor distant baroness: womai^ jvas 
his mistress, and the whole sex his seraglio. • pis 
form was eiways inrcAistible : and if we cons^er, 
that not one of five hundred can bear the least fa- 
vour from a lady without being exalted above him- 
self : if also we must allow, that a smile from a eide- 
box has made Jack Spruce half mad ; we i^jannot 
think it wonderful that Orlando's repeated conquests 
touched his brain ; so it certainly did, and O^rlan^do 
became an enthusiast in loye ; and in all his a^dr^ss, 
contracted something out of the ordiuary copr^ of 
breeding and civili^. However powerful as he 
was, he would still add to the advantages of his per- 
son that of a profession wjiiich the ladies always fa- 
vour, and immediately commenced soldier. Thus 
equipped for love and honour, our hero seeks diststnt 
cumes and adventures^ and leaves the despairing 
aympiis of Great Britain to the courtships of beaux 
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and witlings till his return. His exploits in foreign 
nations and courts have not been regularly enough 
communicated unto us, to report them with that 
veracity, which we profess in our narrations : but 
after many feats of arms (which those who were 
witnesses to them have suppressed out of envy, but 
which we have had faithfully related from his own 
mouth in our public streets) Orlando returns home 
full, but not loaded, with years. Beaux bom in his 
absence made it their business to decry his furniture^ 
his dress, hfis manner; but all such rivalry he sup- 
pressed (as the philosopher did the sceptic, who 
argued there was no such thing as motion) by only 
moving. The beauteous Yillaria,* who only was 
formed for his paramour, became the object of his 
affection. His first speech to her was as follows : 

' Madam, 

' It is not only that nature has made us two the 
most accomplished of each sex, and pointed to us to 
obey her dictates in becoming one ; but that there is 
also an ambition in following the mighty persons you 
have favoured. Where kings and heroes, as great 
Alexander, or such as could' personate Alexander, 
have bowed, permit your general to lay his laurels.? 

According to Milton ; 

The Fair with conscious majesty approy'd 
His pleased reason. 

Fortune having now supplied Orlando with ne- 
cessaries for his high taste of gallantry and pleasure, 
his equipage and economy had something in them 
more sumptuous and gallant than could be received 
in our degenerate age : therefore his figure, though 
highly graceful, appeared so exotic, that it assembled 
all the Britons under the age of sixteen, who saw 

' • Barbara, daughter and heiress to William Villiers ' 
viscount Grandison of the kingdom of Ireland. 

d3 
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his grandeur^ to follow his chariot wilh shouts 
and acclamations, which he reg^arded with the con- 
tempt which great minds affect in the midst of ap- 
plauses. I remember, I had the honour to see him 
one day stop, and cM the youths about him, to 
whom he spake as follows : 

' Good bastards — Go to school, and do not lose 
your time in following my wheels : I am loth to hurt 
you, because 1 know not but you are all my own 
offsprings : hark^ye, you sirrah, with the white hair, 
I am sure you are mine : there' is half a crown. Tell 
your moUier, this, with the half crown I gave her 
when I got you, comes to five shillings. Thou hast 
cost me all that, and yet thou art good for nothing. 
Why, you young dogs, did* you never see a man 
before V *■ Never such a ope as you, noble general,' 
replied a truant from Westminster. * Sirrah J 'be- 
lieve thee ; there is a crown for Uiee. Drive on, 
coachman.' 

This vehicle, though sacred to love, was not 
adorned with doves ; such an hieroglyphic denoted 
too languishing a passion. Orlando therefore gave 
the eagle, as being of a constitution which inclined 
him rather to seize his prey with talons, than pine 
for it with murmurs. 

From my own Apartment, August 2. 

I have received the following letter from Mr. 
Powell of Bath, who, I think, runs from the point 
between us ; which I leave the whole world to 
judge. 

'To Isaac Bickerstaff, Esquire. 

* Sir, Bath, July 28. 

* Having a great deal of more advantageous bu- 
siness i^t present on my hands, I thought to have 
defened answering your Tatler of the twenty-first 
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instant until the company was gone, nnd the season 
over ; but having resolved not to regard any imper- 
tinences of your paper, except what relate parti- 
cularly to me, I am the more easily induced to an^ 
jiwer you, as I shall find time to do it. First, partly 
lest you should think yourself neglected, which I 
have reason to believe you would take heinously ill. 
Secondly, partly because it will increase my fame, 
and consequently my'yaudience, when all the quality 
shall see with how much wit and raillery I show 
you^ — I do not care a farthing for you. Thirdly, 
partly because being without . books, if I do not 
•how much learning, it will not be imputed to my 
having none. 

* I have travelled Italy, France, and Spain, and 
fully comprehend whatever any German artist in 
the world can do; yet cannot I imagine, why you 
should endeavour to disturb the repose and plen^ 
which, though unworthy, I enjoy at this place. It 
cannot be, that you take offeree at my prologues 
and epilogues, which you are pleased to miscall 
foolish and abusive, ^o, no, until you give a bet- 
ter, I shaU not forbear thinking that the true reason 
of your picking a quarrel with me was, because it 
is more agreeable to your principles, as well as more 
to the honour of your assured victory, to attack a 
governor. Mr. Isaac, Mr. Isaac, I can see into a 
mill-stone as far as another, as the. saying is, you 
are for sowing the seeds of sedition and disobe- 
dience among my puppets; and your zeal. for the 
good old cause would make you persuade Punch to 
pull the string from his chaps, ana not move his jaw 
when I have a mind he should harangue. Now, I 
appeal to all men if this be not contrary to that un- 
accountable and uncontrolable dominion, which by 
the laws of nature I exercise over them ; for all 
sorts of wood and wire were made for the use and 
benefit of man; I have therefore an unquestionabl 
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right to frame, fashion, and put them together as I 
please ; and haying made them what they are/ my 
puppets are my property, and therefore my slaves : 
nor 18 there in nature any tiling more just, than the 
homage which is paid by a less to a more excdient 
being; so that by the right, therefore, of a superior 
genius, I am their supreme moderator, although you 
would insinu&te, agreeably to your leyelling prin- 
ciples, that I am myself but a great puppet, and 
can therefore have but a coordinate jurisdiction with 
them. I suppose, I have now sufficiently made it 
appear, that I have a paternal right to keep a pup- 
pet-show ; and this right I will maintain in my pro* 
logues on all occasions. 

' And therefore, if you write a defence of your- 
self against this my self-defence, I admonish you to 
keep within bounds ; for every day will not be so 
propitious to you as the twenty-ninth of April ; and 
pernaps my resentment may get the better of my 
generosity, and I may no longer scorn to fight one 
who is not my equal, with unequal weapons ; there 
are such things as scandalums magnatumM; there- 
fore, take heed hereafter how you write such things 
as I cannot easily answer, for that will put me in' a 
passion. 

' I order you to handle only these two proposi- 
tions, to which our dispute may be reduced; the 
first, whether I have not an absolute power, when- 
ever I please, to light a pipe with one of Punch's 
legs, or warm my fingers with his whole carcase 7 
the second, whether the devil would not be in 
Punch, should he by word or deed oppose my so- 
vereign will and pleasure? and then, perhaps, I 
may, if I can find leisure for it, give you the trouble 
of a second letter. 

' But if you intend to tell me of the original of 

fmppet-shows; and the several changes and revo-p 
utions that have happened in them since Thespis, 



aud I do npt care who,, that is Noli ma tangere I I 
have solemoly engaged to say nothing of what I 
cannot approve. Qr, if you talk of certain contracts 
with the mayor and bifirgesses, or fees to the con- 
stables, for Uie privilege of acting, I will not write 
one single word about any such matters ; but shall 
leave you to be mumbled by the learned and very 
ingenious author of a late book, who knows very 
well what is to be said and done in such cases. He 
is now shuffling the cai'ds and dealing to Timothy ; 
but i£ he wins the game, I will send him to play at 
back-gammon with you: and then he will satisfy 
you that deuce-ace makes five. 

* And so, submitting myself to be tried by my 
country, and allowing any jury of twelve good men 
»ttd true, to be that country ; not excepting any un- 
less Mr. Isaac BickerstaJT to be of the pannel, for 
you are neither good nor true : I bid you heartily 
farewell ; and am. Sir, your loving friend, 

n . Powell.' 

ADVERTIS1EMENT. 

Proper cuts for the historical part of this paper, 
are now almost finished, by an engraver lately ar- 
rived from Paris, and will be sold at all the toy- 
shops in London and Westminster. 
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Qvieqwd agwU homineS' 

noatri est farrago UbeUu 

JiTV. Sat. i. 85, 86. 
Whate'er men do, or say, or think, or dream, 
Our motley pap^r. seizes for its theme. P. 

White's ChQColate-hMuCy August 5. 

CONTINUATION OF THE HISTORY OF ORLANDO 

THE FAIE.* 

Fortune being now propitious to the gay Orlando, 
he dressed, he spoke, he moved as a man might bp 

* See N^ 60. 
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supposed to do in a nation of pygmies, and had an 
equal value for our approbation of dislike. It is 
usual for those who profess a contempt for the 
world, to fly from it, and live in obscurity ; but Or- 
lando, with a greater, magnanimity, contemned it, 
and appeared in it to tell them so. If, therefore, 
his exalted mien met with an unwelcome reception, 
he was sure always to double the cause which gaye 
the distaste. You see our beauties affect a negli- 
gence in the ornament of their hair, and adjusting 
their head-dresses, as conscious that they adorn 
whatever they wear. Orlando had not only this 
humbur in common with other beauties, but cdso 
had a neglect whether things became him, or not; in 
a world he contemned. For this reason, a noble 
particularity appeared in all his economy, furniture, 
and equipage. And to convince tiie present little 
race, how unequal all their measures were to an 
antediluvian, as he caHed himself, in respect of the 
insects which now appear for men : he sometimes 
rode in an open tumbril, of less size than ordinary, 
to show the largeness of his limbs, and the gran- 
' deur of his personage to the greater advantage. At 
other seasons all his appointments had a magnifi- 
cence, as if it wer^ formed by the genius of Trimal- 
chio of old, which showed itself in doing ordinary 
things with an air of pomp and grandeur. Orlando 
therefore called for tea by beat of drum ; his valet 
got ready to shave him by a trumpet to horse ; and 
water was brought for his teeth, when the sound was 
changed to boots and saddle. 

In all these glorious excesses from the common 
practice, did the happy Orlando live and reign in 
an uninterrupted tranquillity, until an unlucky acci- 
dent brought to his remembrance, that one evening 
he was married before he courted the nuptials of 
Yillaria. Several fatal memorandums were pro- 
duced to revive the menkory of this accident ; and 
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the unhappy lover was for ever banished her pre- 
sence, to whom he owed the support of his just re- 
nown and gallantry. But distress does not debase 
noble minds ; it only changes the scene, and gives 
them new glory by that alteration. Orlando there- 
fore now raves in a garret, and calls to his- neigb- 
bour-skies to pity his dolours, and to find redress 
from an unhappy lover. All high spirits, in any 
great agitation of mind, are inclined to relieve them- 
selves by poetry : the renowned porter of Oliver had 
not more volumes around his cell in his college of 
Bedlam, than Orlando in his present apartment. 
And though inserting poetry in the midst of prose, be 
thought a licence among , correct writers not to be 
indulged, it is hoped the necessity of doing it, to 
give a just idea of the hero of whom we treat, will 
plead for the liberty we shall hereafter take, to 
print Orlando's soliloquies in verse and prose, after 
the manner of great wits, and such as those to 
v^hom they are nearly allied. 

WilTs Coffee-b4ms€, Augtut 6. 
A good company of us were this day to see, or 
rather to hear an artful person do several feats of 
activity with his throat and windpipe. The first 
thing wherewith he presented us, was a ring of 
bells, which he imitated in. a most miraculous man- 
ner; after that, he gave us all the different notes of 
a pack of hounds, to our great delight and astonish- 
ment. The company expressed their, applause with 
much noise ; and never was heard such a harmony 
of men and dogs : but a certain plump, merry fellow, 
from an angle of the room, fell a crowing like a 
cock, so ingeniously, that he won our hearts from 
the other operator. in an instant. As soon as I saw 
him, I recollected I had seen him on the stage, and 
immediately knew it to be Tom Mirrour,* the co- 

♦ Mr Richard Estcourt,. commonly . called Dick Es^ 
celebrated for his mimic powers, in which he was inio 
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««l ielor« He immediately Addressed himself to 
iiM^, and told me, * he was suq>rised to see a vir- 
Ukmo take aatisftiction in any representations below 
that of human life ;' and asked me^ * whether I 
tiionght this acting of bells and dogs was to be coa- 
»idered under the notion of wit, humour, or satire ? 
Wer^ it not better,* continued he, * to have some 
particular picture of man laid before your eyes, thalt 
mi|ht incite your laughter?' He had no sooner 
apoken the word, but he immediately quitted his na^ 
tural S(kape, and talked to me in a very different air 
and lone nrou what he had used before : upon whicn 
all that sat near us langhed ; but I saw no distor- 
tion in his countenance, or any thing that appeared 
to me disagreeable, I asked I^acolet, ' what meant 
that sudden whisper about us ? for I could not take 
the jest.' He answered, * The gentletaan you were 
talking to assumed your air and countenance so ex- 
actly, that all fell a-laughing to see how little you 
knew yourself^ and how much you were enamoured 
with your own image. Biit that person,' continued 
my monitor, * if men would make the right use of 
him, might be as instrumental to their reforming er- 
rors in gesture, language, and speech, as a dancing- 
master, linguist, or orator. You see he laid your- 
self before you with so much address, that you saw 
nothing particular in his behaviour: he has so happy 
a knack of representing errors and imperfections, 
that you can bear your fiaults in him, as well as in 
yourself: he is the first mimic that ever gave the 
beauties, as well as the deformities, of the men he 
acted. What Mr. Dryden said of a very great man, 
may be well applied to him : 

■ " ■ ** He seems to be 

Not one, but all mankind's epitome/' 

You are to know that this pantomine may be said 
to be fi species of himself: he has no commerce 
with the rest of mankind, but as they are the ob- 



jeotB of rail^lMB ^ ttke Hhs ittdian fewl, •cal4e4 llic 
• mocfc-bttdt <«viiioli huB no «iote of km own, 4kit lifts 
every «ciuiicL in 4iM wii«4 ikg soon «,s 4ie 'beans k'; 'SO 
that Miwonr is at oaee* eopy and ««id «n origkial. 
PoCH- Mirwwc'« fate, as aneU as Meat, is lik^e 'that 
of the bind «r« jaalitow spoke of; 4ke nightiii^le, 
the limet, the Isurk, wx 4kiig|hted witli his oempany ; 
iMt th« i^uBsaipd, 4iia crow, and the <iwi, are ob- 
served to be bis aMPtail enemies. Whenever 80- 
^phnatikis meeils Minrour, be reoeives bim with ci- 
vility and >respeet, and well knows a good eopy erf 
JiiflMelf can bevo inJAiiy to him; but Bflithallus shuns 
4he street where be lespeots to ineet bim ; for be, 
Aoit fcoowA bis Yety «tep and took is <eonstratned 
and ^fleeted, owit be aifraid *to be mvuHed in his 
»eAtm^ and of baring it<disoovered to be annaturai, 
bf its being pra<rtiaed by anolber as w«H as himself.' 

From vKjf own Apartment, Asugnst 5. 

Letters €rMn Coventry and -otber plaices have been 
seat •to flie, in 'answer to what I bave said tn relation 
to «ny aBtagonist, Hr. Powell ; •and advise me, with 
srarm language, to keep to ewbjects more proper for 
OM than aiich bjgb fmnts. Sut the writers of these 
epistles iMStake A^ use and service I proposed to 
4be leanwd world by sueh observations : for you are 
to understond, that the title of this paper gives me 
a right in taking to. myself, and inserting in it, aR 
suoh parts of any bo<^ or letter which are foreign to 
the puipose intended, or proieseed, by the writer : 
so that suppose two great divines should argue, and 
treat each other with warmth, «nd levity unbecoming 
their subject or character, all that they say unfit 
•^ar that plaee ie very proper to be inserted here. 
ThevelMre, from time to ^me, in all writings which 
'diaU bOTeaAer be pnblisbed, yon shall havetrom ^ 
-ealrfteto «f all that shall appear not to the piir^ 
and lor the benefit of the gentle reader, I will 
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wliat to turn over unread, and what to peruse. For 
this end I have a mathematical sieve preparing, in 
which I will sift every page and paragraph ; and all 
that falls through I shall make bold with for my 
own use. The same thing will be as beneficial in 
speech ; for all siiperfluous expressions in talk fall 
to me also : as when a pleader at the bar designs 
to be extremely impertinent and troublesome, and 
.cries, ' Under favour of the court ^with submis- 
sion, my lord 1 humbly offer ^and, * I think 

I have well considered this matter; for I would 
be very far from trifling with your lordship's time, 
or trespassing upon your patience— ^however, thus 

I will venture to say* and so forth. Or else, 

when a sufficient selfrconceited coxcomb is bring- 
ing out something in his own praise, and begias, 
■* Without vanity, I must take this upon me to as- 
sert.' There is also a trick which the fair sex have, 
that will greatly contribute to swell my volumes ^^ 
as, when a woman is going to abuse her best friend, 
/ Pray,' says she, ^ have you heard what is said of 
]^rs. Such-a-one 7 I am heartily sorry to hear any 
thing of that kind of one I have so great a value for; 
but they make no scruple of telling it : and it was 
not spoken of to me as a secret, for now all the 
town rings of it.' All such flowers in rhetoric, and 
little refuges for malice, are to be noted, and na- 
turally belong only to Tatlers. . By this method you 
will immediately find folios contract themselves into 
octavos, and the labour of a fortnight got over in 
half a day. 

St James's Coffee-funue, August 5. 

Last night arrived a mail from Lisbon, which. gives 
,a very pleasing account of the posture of affairs in 
that part of the world, the enemy, having been ne-^ 
oessitated wholly to abandon the blockade of Oli- 
venza. These advices say, that Sir John Jennings 
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is arrived at Lisbon. When that gentleinan left 
Barcelona, his Catholic Majesty was taking all 
possible methods for earring on an offensive war. 
It is observed with great satisfaction in the court of 
Spain, that there is very good intelligence be- 
tween the genercd officers : Count Staremberg, and 
Mr. Stanhope acting in all things with such unani- 
mity, that the public affairs receive great advantages 
from their personal friendship and esteem to each 
other, and mutual assistance in promoting the ser- 
vice of the common cause. « 

%* This is to give notice, that if any able-bodi)ed 
Palatine will enter into the bonds of matrimony 
with Betty Pepin, the said Palatine shall be settled 
in a freehold of forty shillings per annum in the 
county of Middlesex. 
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Quicquid agunt hominet- 



nostri est farrago Kbelli. 

Juv. Sat. i. 85, 86. 

Whatever men do, or say, or think, or dream, 

Our motley paper seizes for its theme. P. 

Delamira resigns her Fan. 

Long had the crowd of the gay and young stood in 
suspense, as to their fate in their passion to the 
beauteous Delamira ; but all their hopes are lately 
vanished, by the declaration that she has made, of 
her choice to take the happy Archibald* for h(>r 

• The Honourable Lord Archibald Hamilton of Mc 
son to William third Duke of Hamilton, was pp 
haj^ Archibald here meant, who about this tin 
Lady Jane Hamilton, youngest daughter of Jam< 
Abercom. 
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compsiifoa fov lift, Upnil her mloiq^ iki^ birowii', . 
tb« eiipcnvse ef swe^t pewdet tmAjeBnmmna we omiw 
srdie«abi«ji abated: Mid tiie mteter» Mdi nalfinets- 
^coidplam ef iMir wsni of pnbke iifliirt^ iv ncnk ooi9- 
cealiii^ lettger a s««rct wfaicb was do macb tite 
be»efit o€ trade. Bat 90 it kaa happ6i»d ; iink 00^ 
oii« was in coHfydeawr« whh hec m carKying air this 
treaty, boi tbe mateli^Hr Yargnltav wiioae dEfspeiY atf 
ever eateiiiif^ tine ai»trnnoiiifli state made ber sewe 
Rfgkts befiMSS' IMamira/s sBselvtioit was paibUslwd 
to the world, address herself te hao in tifti followfog- 
manner : 

' DelaAiipa! yOtu ai;e new ^iaginte thatiKajteof 
life wherew the use ef y^tii: chaFmfr is wboUy to to 
applied to fbe pleasidf oitly oae maiK That swiak-^ 
mmg air of your body, that jaAly beariag o^ y^mr 
head over one shoulder, and that iHrexpresstU^ 
beauty in your manner of playing your fan, must be 
lowered into a more^ coffiraed behaviour; to show, 
that you tv^ofild irather shim tbaa teeeive addreeees 
for the future. Therefore, dear Delamira, give me 
those excellencies you hwre off, and acquaint me 
with your manner of charming : for I take the bberty 
of our frieiidship td say, tiiat when I consider my 
own nature, motion; complexion, wit, or breeding, 
I cannot thmk itty«elf any way your infcri^; yet 
do I go through crowds without wounding a man, 
and all my aoquamtanee many leand me, while I 
live a virgin unasked, and I think unregarded.' 

Delamira heard her with great attention, and, 
with that dexterity which is natural to her, told her, 
that ' all she had above the rest ef her sex and con- 
temporary beauties, was wholly owing to a Ian (that 
was left by her mother, and had been long m the 
femily,) which whoever had in posse«siott, and used 
with skin,, should command the hearts ef alf her 
beholders : and akiee,' said she smiliiig,, ' I have no* 
more to do with extending mv conquests or tnmni^pka. 
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I will make you a present of this inestimable rarity.' 
Virgulta made her expressions of the highest grati- 
tude for so uncommon a confidence in her, and 
desired she. would ' show her what was peculiar in 
the management of that utensil, which rendered it 
of such general force while she was mistress of it/ 
Delamira replied, ' You see, madam, Cupid is the 
principal figure painted on it; and the skill in playing 
the plan is, in your several motions of it, to let him 
appear as little as possible : for honourable lovers 
fly all endeavours to ensnare them : and your Cupid 
must hide his bow and arrow, or he will never be 
sure of his game. You may observe,' continued 
she, ' that in all public assemblies, the sexes seem to 
separate themselves, and draw up to attack each 
other with eye-shot; that is the time when the fan, 
which is all the armour of a woman, is of most use 
in our defence ; for our minds are construed by the 
waving of that little instrument, and our thoughts 
appear in composure or agitation, according to the 
motion of it. You may observe, when Will 
Peregrine comes into the side-box. Miss Gatty 
flutters her fan as a fly does its wings round a 
candle ; while her eldest sister, who is as much in 
love with him as she is, is as grave as a vestal at his 
entrance ; and tiie consequence is accordingly. He 
watches hcdf the play for a glance from her sister, 
while Gatty is overlooked and neglected. I wish 
you heartily as much success in the management of 
it, as I have had ; if you think fit to go on where I 
left off, I will give you a short account of the execu- 
tion I have made with it. 

* Cymon, who is the dullest of mortals, and 
though a wonderfully great scholar, does not only 
pause, but seems to take a nap with his eyes open 
between every other sentence in his discourse ; him 
have I made a leader in assemblies ; and one blow 
on the shoulder as I passed by him has jaised hi 

e3 



4t TATL&It. aSL 

to»4owiiriffMiiiipep|illeiitt0iitt'C<mi»c^ Th* 

airy W^ S^opl^r m beooitt« fttfktharglfe by tliff my 
wand) as CytMtt i» sj^rightty^ Tafc» kf. gMd gwl, 
and u^ it withovt mercy t fov tti^' ivifn' oi bvaa*^ 
never kisted- ftill thpe^ y^af^^ but it ended im mBm-^ 
riage, or condenmatioti t0 virfpnn^^ Am- yt)tt leaK> 
therefore, iiie e«»^ and Ik^ci f^ th» •itaety I expect 
an h^mly je«#»al afyouf tmaiplitfj to 1 biu?« it bjr 
certain tradition, tbot H wan g^»«n te the firal wkd 
wore it, by na enc^rbant^My witk^ tMi reaadutfaie 
power, ^litBt k he^ttm» a buebMid in kiatf cl yedr ell 
her wbo dees not eYerleek bM proper mina^ : bal 
as£»gn« te « Icntg despair the wduiaa wiM> ie wM 
offered, an^ negtedts- lfbe»t prepenmlv Mayetcastea 
attend yo%it cbiirm, and ye«y chana» dif nei oeoa«« 
akm t Gtve tstef 1 9ay, a* aecovnil} ^ tbe pfogvcl* 
of yoiir for^i» at enr fiest meietiMg. ; aad yeu. eia* 
besir what I MiA ol urf new conditieib I alwulHl 
meet my futupe iipd«»e ibitf meilietilL F ar e wei t* 
Live in^t tmtat el the dt«ddftil wofiAsy she wjubJ 

Frmn jny, own Apartment, August 8. 

I bad the hdjfouv th» el^en&g ta visit somB kdieev 
where tbe Mibjecfl ef tbi^ eonirertatiett wad modeetf ; 
which Ibey tc/bmkeadnodk at a» quality ^its iis becent^ 
ing in men ba in wotten* i teok tbe fiberly t» mtj^^ 
' it might be a(» beautililil is our bebavicMir tta in tbehsy 

et H could not be tdid^ it was to MiccemrfdHinf Itf^? 

t flfi^ it ttad' the only reeonunendatien in them^ se it 
wa9 the greatest obttaole t» as» betib m lovB muL 
bnsinesss/ A gidtMiemAn pveeent wae <rf m^ *ttnd», 
and said, that ' we must deecribe the diffeteBCt be<^ 
tween tbe modesty el womeii and that o£ meti» or 
we should be cetilbufidedin ooif leaadnings upon it; 
fer tbis viltiie i» to be fegarded witb respect t» ewr 
different wt»y t df life* Tbe womaa^s proTmce ie to 
be careful in her eeenewy, asd eh a sli? in her affee* 
ikins t tlie nteft's tie be aetitv m the i m pio ve ment ef 
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luEF loridiie^ And ready to vndettiike wlntev^ is cosr 
siilteM wkb hm tepntetmi for tha* esd/ Modesty, 
tkerdbre, hi a wonmni, has m cartadft agre«aU« jfeiir 
in mKL she cwken upon ; and m niem it is compoMid of 
m ti^ judgDMHl of wkat is proper for tboft ta at- 
tempt. FfOtt ftence it i«, tiiat a disereet smb is 
alvrays a modest one. It iff to be noted tftut 
aodkesty in a nan i» WBrer to li^ allowed as a good 
qUaUty^ but a weakness, i£ it sappresses. bis yntxte, 
and faides it firoai iAm world, wben he has at the same 
tiatae a miod to- exert hiBEtscll* A. Fteneb aatiior sfl^s 
▼ery justly, that modesty is to the other ttrtaes in a 
anff^ what shade ia a pictare is to die parts of tile 
tfiiBg represented. St amkes alf the other beauties 
coas[HeiuNM^ whieb would otberwise be but a wild 
heap of colaars.. This shade in oar actiona must, 
tbsrefotv, be very jasdy applied : for if liwfe be too 
moeh, it hides oar gooa qnaKtiesy matead of sbowiitg 
them to adirantage. 

Nestor in Athens was an aahamy iastasGe of this 
tvtrthi; for he waa aot only ia his profossiott the 
greatest man of that age, but bad given more proofo 
of it than any o^ker man ever did ; yet, for want of 
that naCuraft freedom and audacity which are neces^ 
saiy in eommerce with sMn, las personal modesty 
ove r t hre w all his T>a)^ actisas^ Neater was ia 
those days a skilm architect, and la a matiaer ^e 
inveaior off the use of mechajfie powers ; wbtcb be 
brotigbt t9 so great perfectioii, thai be- knew t» an 
atom what foundation would bear sueb a saperatitic^ 
tufe : and tisey record of himf that he was so^ pro- 
digiously exact, that, for the eiferimont's sake, be 
built an edifice of great beaaty, atiNi seeming strength; 
bat contrived so as to bear only its oiva weight, and 
aot ta admit ^m addition of the least partiole. TMe 
baildidf waa bsteld vitb madi achiisatioit by^ atl> tf< 
Vu^iumi of that tittM ; but Ml dnwft with ao of 
pMaoarr^ but the settling of a wrea open the to 
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it. Yet Nestor*s modesty was such, that his heart 
and skill were soon disregarded, for want of that 
manner with which men of the world support and 
assert the merit of their 6wn performances. Soon 
after this instance of his art, Athens was, by the 
treachery of its enemies, burned to the ground. This 
gave Nestor the greatest occasion that ever builder 
had to render his name immortal, and his person 
venerable ; for all the new city rose according to his 
disposition, and all the monuments of the glories 
and distresses of that people were erected by that 
sole artist : nay, all their temples, as well as houses, 
were the effects of his study and labour; insomuch 
that it was said by an old sage, * Sure, Nestor will 
now be famous, for the habitations of gods, as well 
as men, are built by his contrivance.' But this 
bashful quality still put a damp upon his great know- 
ledge, which has as fatal an effect upon men's repu- 
tations as poverty ; for as it was said, ' the popr 
man saved the city, and the poor man's labour was 
forgot ;' so here we find, * the modest man built the 
city, and the modest man's skill was unknown.' 

Thus, we see, every man is the maker of his own 
fortune ; and what is very odd to consider, he must 
in some measure be the trumpeter of his own fame : 
not that men are to be tolerated who directly praise 
themselves; but they, are to be endued with a sort 
of defensive eloquence, by which they shall be always 
capable of expressing the rules and arts whereby they 
govern themselves. 

Varillus was the man of all I have heard of, the 
happiest in the true possession of this quality of 
modesty. My author says of him, modesty in 
Varillus is really a virtue, for it is a voluntary 
quality, and the effect of good sense. He is 
naturally bold and enterprising; but so justly dis- 
creet, that he never acts or speaks any thing, but 
those who behold him know he has forbore much 



rn^v ikam he has p^fsrmedb or uttered^ oMt o§ 
delef«»c9e< i» the p^sOns before whom he h* Thi» 
Mtkes Vtfrilhis tmvky aaiahle, tmi. all his attempl^ 
suceeasM ; for «» bad a» the world ie Ihoagfal to be 
b^ those who aone perhaipfs mnek^led: in it, want oi 
sucoees tn ear actioiis is generaUy ewing to want of 
jitdgment in what we ongfat to atteai{)4, or a fustic 
modesty,. whiid> wiU act gs^e us lesre te> aadertake 
what we oi^kt. B«t how wifortanate this diffid«nt 
tenpev is tc tiiose who wte peesessed with it, ma j 
be best seen in the success oi sneb as* are wfaoUy 
unacquainted with it. 

We have one peeu^tte degance in our language 
above all others, which is conspicuous in the term 
* follow.' This word, added to any olenpad^eetiTes, 
extremely varies, or quite alters the sense of that 
with which it is joined. Thus though * a modest 
man' is the most imfortuoate of all men, yet ' a 
modest felUiw' is as superlatively happy. ' A 
modest fellow' ilB a veady creature,, who, with great 
humility, and as great forwardness, visits bin patrons' 
at all hoais, aad meets them in all fiaces, and has 
so moderate an opinion of himself, that he makes his 
court at large. If you will not give him a great 
empfoywent, be will be glad oi a Kttk one. He has 
stf gveat a deference for his braefactor's j(iidgmeat> 
tbitl as he thinks kimself fit fev any tMng be ean get, 
0ehe ii^ aborr e nothing which is offefed^ He i» Bke 
^tt^ young baebelor of arts, who eame to town veemn* 
mended to a chaplain's place ; b«t nose beiag vacast, 
modestly accepted that of a^ peetilioa. 

We have very many conspicuous pevsofts of tlis 
uadertnkfiig, yet modest turn: I have a grandson 
who is very happy in Hm qnality: I s^athimitttlie 
time of the last peace into France^ As soon as hep 
lan^M St CalMbis, he sent me ai> exact acoount ' 
the aflrture of tbepeople> and the pobeies of the F 
d Wonee. I got him sin«e ohosen a member < 



46 TATLBR. 63. 

coq)oration : the modest -creature, as soon as he 
came into the common-council, told a senior burgess, 
he was perfectly out of the orders of their house. In 
other circumstances he is so thoroughly 5 modest ^a 
fellow/ that he seems to pretend only to things he 
understands. He is a citizen only at court, and in 
the city a courtier. In a word, to speak the charac- 
teristical difference between ' a modest man' and * a 
modest fellow :' the modest man is in doubt in all 
his actions ; a modest fellow never has a doubt from 
his cradle to his graye. 
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Quicquid aguni hdnUnes- 



nostri est farrago Hbellu 

Jov. Sat^i. 85, 86. 

Whate'er men do, or say, or think, or dream, 

Our motley paper seizes for its theme. P. 

White's Chocolate-hovsef August 10. 

The Civil Husband. 

The fate and character of the inconstant Osmyn is a 
just excuse for the little notice taken by his widow of 
his departure out of this life, which was equally 
troublesome to Elmira, his faithful spouse, and to 
himself. That life passed between them after this 
manner, is the reason the tow has just n ow received 
a lady with all that gaiety, after having been a relict 
but three months, which other women hardly assume 
under fifteen, after such a disaster. Elmira is the 
daughter of a rich worthy citizen, who gave her to 
Osmyn with a portion which might have obtained her 
an alliance with our noblest houses, and fixed her in 
the eye of the world, where her story had not been nCow 
to be related : for her good qualities had made her the 
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object of universal esteem among the polite part of 
mankinds from whom she has been banished and im- 
mured until the death of her. gaoler. It is now full 
fifteen years since that beauteous lady was given into 
the hands of the happy Osmyn, who, in the sense of 
all the world, received at that time a present more 
valuable than the possession of both the Indies . She 
was then in her early bloom, with an understanding 
and discretion very little inferior to the most expe- 
rienced matrons. She was not beholden to the 
charms of her sex, that her company was preferable to 
any Osmyn could meet with abroad : for were all she 
said considered without regard to her being a woman, 
it might stand the examination of the severest judges. 
She had all the beauty of her own sex, with all the 
conversation-accomplishments of ours. But Osmyn 
very soon grew surfeited with the charms of her per- 
son by possession, and of her mind by want of taste; 
for he was one of that loose sort of men, who have 
but one reason for setting any value upon the fair 
sex ; who consider even brides but as new women, 
and consequently neglect them when they cease to 
be such. All the merit of Elmira could not prevent 
her becoming a mere wife within a few months after 
her nuptials ; and Osmyn had so little relish for her 
conversation, that he complained of the advantages 
of it. ' My spouse,' said he to one of his companions, 
* is so very discreet, so good, so virtuous, and I know 
not what, that I think her person is rather the ob- 
ject of esteem than of love ; and there is such a thing 
as a merit which causes rather distance than pas- 
sion.' But there being no medium in the state of 
matrimony, their life began to take the usual gra^ 
dations to become the most irksome of all things. 
.They grew in the first place very complaisant; and 
having at heart a certain knowledge thc^t they w 
indifferent to each other, apologies .were made 
every little circumstance which they thought betr 
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their siutaal eaidtieta. This lasted Iwt f e w jnonflis, 
wiiea lAkBy mkamed a ditferenee of opinion in ewetf 
trifle ; and, as a ai^ of eertaia decay of atfeedoa, 
tlie arofcd ^perhaps' was 'intcaduoed in all tiieir 
disoourae. * I kutW9 a laiad .to go Aa tiiB fiark,'' 
aaiefa slie ; ' but, yCTi^qpit, my dear, youwiU wantlka 
eoach «ii aome other occaMom.' He ' woald Ferj 
mUinflyeanry hertothepiay; hat jMfi^pf alie iia«[ 
radier g;o to ilidy i3eiiitaar's and iplay At omfafre.^ 
The J mexe bothpenons of good disoooiiiig, and aoooi 
fovad 4ba!t they moitotly hated each other, 1^ their 
nanaar'of iiiding it Certain it is, that ^ere ace «oMe 
geoios n^bBsh^ore not'CapdbLeof pureaiffieetum^juid a 
HMA is bom with taients £or it as mBch aa for 
poetrj or any other science. 

Oamyn began too late to £nd the in^ierfeetioii of 
his own heart; and used all the me^ods in the 
vf^fM io eerreot it, aad argae bknaaif ;Bito aveturn of 
desire and passion for his wife, by the^oonteaiplatUMi 
of her exceUent cfi^lfties, Jiis gceat obligations to 
her, and the high value he a«w all the worid esL^ 
cept honself did put i^on her. B«t «ich ia »an'« 
unhappy ioondition, that thau^ the weakness of Ihe 
heart has a prevailing power iovcr tha atrength of 
the head, yet the strength of 4he bead has hut smaM 
Ibrce against the wea^kneas of the heart. Osaiyn 
therefore, atnig^d in vaia to revive departed dia^ 
sire ; and for that reason veeolved to r«tire to one df 
his estates la 4be .casMitry^ and pass away his hoars «f 
wedlock in the nx»ble divBrsiatis of the ineid : aad in 
the imrf of a diaappojnted lover, ande an oath te 
leave aekher stag, fei: or hare living, during the 
days of his wife. Besides that country sports would 
heaa auuiaemeat, he hoped also, that his spouse 
would be half killed by the very sease of seeing 4his 
town no more, and would think her life ended as 
aaoa aa abe 1^ it He comaiunicated his design to 
Staum, who received it, as now she did all things. 
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HJce «L pai^oa loo mibappy ^ ha retieTed or »ffiicted 
by the cireumstwice 4M ^ace. This imeEpected re-, 
aignfttioii made Of»&ya resolve to be ii« oUigiag to 
ber as possible ; and if he could «ot prevail upon hifli- 
self to be kind, he took a resolution at least to act 
siacerely, and comiauflieate frankly to her the weak- 
ness of bis temper, to excuse the indifference of his 
befaavioiir. He disposed his household in the way to 
Rutland, »o as he and bis lady travelled only in the 
coach, for the convenience of discourse. They had 
not gone many miles out of town, when Osmyn 
apoke to this purpose : 

' My dear, I believe 1' look quite as silly now I 
am going to tell you I do not love you, as when I 
first told you I did. We ase now going into the 
country together, with only one hope of making this 
life agreeaUe, aurvivorsh^: desire is not in eur 
power ; mine b aU gone for you. What shall we 
do to carry it with decency to the world, and hate 
one ajwther with discretion V 

The lady answered, wiUiout the lea^t obs^vation 
an the extravagance of his speech : 

' My dear* you have lived most of your day^ ta a 
coi»t, and I have not been wholly unatc^aaiated 
with that aoit.of Ufe^ In couitSt you see good-win 
is spoken with sreat wariatb ; ill-will covered with 
gmt civility, men a«e long in eivHkies to tbose 
thc7 hate, and^shortaa e^qwessioas of kindoees.to 
those they love, therefore, my dear, l^t us be 
well-bred still; ajid it » ao matter* as to all wiio 
aeeMs, wtwtherwefove^bale: and to let yeuaee 
bow much you ace battjMffin io me for v\y ^eoaduct, 
I have both bated ami deapised yon* my dear, this 
half year; aad jA aaither in laagaage or behavioiNr 
baa it been visiUe bat that I loved yo« tenderly- 
1%erefore, as I kaow you f o oat of town to divert 
life in pursuit of beasts, aad conversation wi^i »•" 
just above ^em ; so, my life, from this mc^aien" 
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shall read all the learned cooks who have ever writ : 
study broths, plasters, and conserves, until from a 
fine lady I became a notable woman. We must 
take our minds a note or two lower, or we shall be 
tortured by jealousy, or anger. Thus, I am resolved 
to kill all keen passions, by employing my mind on 
little subjects, and lessening the easiness of my 
spirit ; while you, my dear, with much ale^ exercise, 
and ill company, are so good as to endeavour to be 
as contemptible, as it is necessary for my quiet I 
should think you/ 

At Rutland they arrived, and lived with great but 
secret impatience for many successive years, until 
Osmyn thought of a happy expedient to give their 
affairs a new turn. One day he took Elmira aside, 
and spoke as follows : 

* My dear, you see here the air is temperate and 
serene; the rivulets, the groves, and soil, so ex- 
tremely kind to nature, that we are stronger and 
firmer in our health since we left the town ; so that 
there is no hope of a release in this place : but if 
you will be so Kind as to go with me to my estate in 
the hundreds of Essex, it is possible some kind damp 
may one day or other relieve us. If you will con- 
descend to accept of this offer, I will add that whole 
estate to your jointure in this county.' 

Elmira, who was all goodness, accepted the offer, 
removed accordingly, and has left her spouse in thtt 
place to rest with his fathers. 

This is the real figure in which Elmira ought to ke 
held in this town : and not thought guilty of ui 
indecorum, in not professing the sense, or bearing 
the habit of sorrow, for one who robbed her of the 
endearments of 'life, and gave her only common 
civility instead of complacency of manners, dignitv* 
of- passion, and that constant assemblage of soft 
desires and affections^ ivUch all feel who love, but 
none can express. 
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WilTs Coffee-home, Augtut 10. 

Mr. Trueman, who is a mighty admirer of dramatic 
poetry > and knows I am about a tradegy , never meets 
me, but he is giving admonitions and hints for my 
conduct. ' Mr. Bickerstaff/ said he, ' I was reading 
last night your second act you were so kind to lend 
me : but I find you depend mightily upon the retinue 
of your hero to make him magnificent. You make 
guards, and ushers, and courtiers, and commons, 
and nobles, march before; and then enters your 

{>rince, and says, they cannot defend him from his 
ove. Why, pr'ythee, Isaac, who ever thought they 
could ? Place me your loving monarch in a solitude, 
let him have* no sense at all of his grandeur, but let 
it be eaten up with his passion. He must value 
himself as the greatest of lovers, not as the first of 
princes : and then let him say a more tender thing 
than ever man said before — for hia feather and eagU^s 
beak are nothing at all. The man is to be expressed 
by his sentiments and affections, and not by his for- 
tune or equipage. You are also to take care, that at 
his first entrance he says something, which may give 
us an idea of what we are to expect in a person of 
his way of thinking. Shakspeare is your pattern. In 
the tragedy of Caesar he introduces his hero in his 
night-gown. He had at that time all the power of 
Rome: deposed consuls,. subordinate generals, and 
captive princes might have preceded him ; . but his 
genius was above such mechanic methods of show- 
greatness. Therefore, he rather presents that great 
soul debating on the subject of life and death with 
his intimate friends, without endeavouring to prepos- 
sess his audience with empty show and pomp. When 
those who attend him talk of the many omens i^hich 
had appeared that day, he answers : ^ 

** Cowards die many times before their deaths ; 
Hie valiant never taste of death but once. 

f2 
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Of all the wonders that I yet hare heard^ 

It seem^mest stMiBge t»<fie tiMt metk sheoM fear ; 

Seeing that death a necessary end. 

Will come, when it will come.** 

* Wkea the kero h«i ^p<^6a thia Mntimen^ there 
ie oethiDg that i» great, whick eennot be expected 
froa one, whose first portion is the eenteilipt of 
death to so high a degree, a» to nake bis exit a tkkif 
wholly indiffeienty and not a pavt of hi» eat e, b»t 
that of Heaven and fete^' 

5^. James's Coffee-house^ August 10. 

Letters* from Bffttsselsy of the fifteenth instant^ 
N. &. soy, that major-geneml Ravtgnan rslurned on 
the eighth, with the Freneh king's answer to the 
intended eapitalation fot the citadel of Tonmay; 
which is, that he doea not think fit to sign a capiA»* 
kition, exeept the allies will grant a cessation of 
arms in general, dnring the tiine in which all acta of 
koatility were to have ceased between the citadel 
and tfae besiegers. Soon alter the receipt of thin' 
newa^ the casoit o» each side began to pkiy* There 
are two attacks against the citadel commanded \pf 
Gkeneral Lottnm and General Schnyleabevg^ wUck 
are both carried on with great success ; and it is not 
doubted bat the citadel will be m the handa of the 
atties before tibe kat day of this month. Lettera 
from Ipres aay» that^ on the ninth inataat, part of 
the garrison <d that pkMM kad mnthned io two 
bodiM, each consisting of two Imndfed; who 
being dispersed the same day^ a body (tf eight 
knodred appeared in the market-place at nine the 
night foUowingy and seiaed all manwf of pvoTiMona^ 
bntwere with much dificalty qnieted* The gorernor 
has not punished any of the offeadcts, the dia- 
satisfaction being universal in that place; and it 
is thought the officers foment those disorders^ that 
the mintstry may be convinced of the necessity of 
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paying those troops, and supplying them with pro- 
visions. These advices add, that, on the fourteenth, 
the Marquis d' Este passed express through Brussels 
from the Dukeof Savoy, with advice thatthe army of 
his Royal Highness had forced the entrenchments 
of the enemy in Savoy, and defeated that body of 
men which guarded those passes under the command 
of the Marquis de Thouy. 
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Quieqvid agvnt homines 

nostri est farrago libellL 

Jov. Sat. i. 85, 86. 

Whatever men do, or say, or think, or dream, 
Our motley paper seizes for its theme. P. 

White's Chocolate- Jtouse, August 12. 

Of the Government of affection. ' 

When labour was pronounced to be the portion of 
man, that doom reached the affections of his mind, 
as well as his person, the matter on which he was 
to feed, and all the animal and vegetable world about 
him. There is, therefore, an assiduous care and 
cultivation to be bestowed upon our passions and 
affections ; for they, as they are the excrescences of 
our souls, like our hair and beards, look horrid or 
becoming, as we cut, or let > them grow. All this 
grave preface, is meant to assign a reason in nature 
for the unaccountable behaviour of Duumvir, the 
husband and keeper. Ten thousand follies had this 
unhappy man escaped, had he made a compact with, 
himself to be upon his guard, and not permitted his 
vagrant eye to let in so many different inclinations 
upon him, as all his days he has been perplexed with., 
But indeed, at present, he has brought himself to b 
confined only to one prevailing mistress ; betw^ 

f3 
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and Kis wife, DanmTir passes Us hours in aB 
llw Ticiasilttdes wbich attend passion and effection, 
wttlMHit tiie ittterrttitioB of reason. Ltfqra his wife, 
and PhilKs his mistress, are aH with whom he had, 
Inr some months, Ae least amoroos eommerce. 
DnamTir has passed the noon of life ; but cannot 
withdraw from those entertainments which are par- 
donable only before that stage of our being, and 
which aftu* that season are ra^r punishments than 
satisCM2tions : for palled appetite is humorous, and 
must be natified with sauces rather than food. For 
which end Duumvir is provided with a haughty, im- 
perious, expensive, and iBuitaslic nuettcss^ to whom 
he retires from the conversation of an affiBible, hum- 
ble, dbcreet, and affectionate wife. Laura receives 
him, after absence, with an easy and unaffected com- 
placency ; but that he calls insipid : Phillis rates 
hiin for his absence, and bids htm return (irom whence 
he came ; this he caUs apkit and fire : Lawn's gen- 
tleness is thought mean ; Phillis's insolence, sprighl* 
ly. Were you to see him at his ovm house, and his 
mistresses lodgings; to PhiUis he appears an obse- 
quious lover, to Laura an imperious master. Nay,» 
so unjust is the taste of Duumvir, that he owns Laura> 
has no ill qoalitv, but that she is his wife. Phillis. no 
good one, out tnat she is his mistress. And be baa 
himself often said, were he married to any one else, he 
would rather keep Laura than any woman livine ; 
yet allows, at the same time, that Phillis, were she 
a woman of honour, would have been the most in- 
sipid animal breathing. The other day Laura, who 
has a voice like an angel, began to sing to him» 

* Fie, madam,' he cried, 'we must be past all these 

Saieties.' Ptdllis has a note as rude and as loud as 
!iat of a milk-maid : when she begins to warble ; 

* Well,' says he, 'there is such a pleasing simplicity 
in alt diat W6ncbdoes.^ In a word, the affectionate 
part of his heart being corrupted, and his true taste 



tfifti way wholly tost, he haef eoittrftcfed n pT^«ifiee 
to nR ^ b^harioiir of Laura, and a ^efi«ral paHis- 
Iky in favour of PhMli». It is not in ^ powev of ^e 
wil^ to do a pleasing thiug, nor in tho mis^esi^ to 
eommit one llmt is disagreeable. There is^ sonie-^ 
tbiB^ toomalaneholy in the rejection on thisdrdum- 
stance to be the subject of raillery. He said a sour 
thing to Laura tA dkater the other day ; upon whieh 
she burst into teiurs. ' What the detil, madam,' »aytf 
he, * cannot I speak in my own house ?' He an^ 
awered Phfllis a litde abruptly at supper the same 
eriening, upon which she threw his periw^ into the 
fire.' * Well,^ said he, * ikon art a brare termagant 
jade : do you know, hussy, that &ir wig cost forty 
guineas?' Oh, Lauml i» it for this that the faithful 
Cromius sighed for you in vain ? How is thy con- 
diti<Nk alt«red» sioee crowds of youth hung on thy 
eye, and watched itfr glances ! Is it not many montha 
since Laura was the wonder and pride of her own 
sex, as well as the desire and passion of ours** At 

Slays^ and at balla^ the justtuni of her behaviour^ tho 
ecency of her yirgin charms, cfaastised,, yet added 
to diversions* At public devotions, her winniac 
mod^y, her resigned carriage, made virtue and re- 
ligion appear with new ornaments^ and in the natural 
apparel of simplicity and beauty. In ordinary con- 
versations, a sweet conformity of manners, and an 
humility, which heightened ail the complacencies of 
good-breeding and education, gave her more slaves 
tttan all the pride of her sex ever made women wish 
fer. Laura's hours are now spent in the sad reflee- 
tlott on her choice, and the deceitful vanity, almost 
inseparable fromllie sex» of believing she could re- 
dahn one that had so often ensnared others ; as H 
now is, it is not even in tfke power of Ihnmmr ftim:- 
self to do htx Jtisttce ; for though beauty ancf m^*""*' 
are things real andittd^eirdent an taste and opir^' 
yet agreeabfenesir is ai%itrary, and the mfstres 
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much the advantage of the wife. But whenever fate 
is so kind to her and her spouse as to end her days, 
with all this passion for Phillis and indifference for 
Laura, he has a second wife in view, who may avenge 
the injuries done her predecessor. Aglaura is the 
destined lady, who has lived in assemblies, has am- 
bition and play for her entertainment, and thinks of 
a man, not as the object of love, but the tool of her 
interest or pride. If ever Aglaura comes to the 
empire of this inconstant, she will endear the me- 
mory of her predecessor. But in the mean time it 
is melancholy to consider, that the virtue of a wife 
is like the merit of a poet, never justly valued until 
after death. . 

From my own Apartment, August 11. 
As we have professed that all the actions of men 
are our subject, the most solemn are not to be 
omitted, if there happens to creep into their be- 
haviour any thing improper for such occasions. 
Therefore the offence mentioned in the following 
epistles, though it may seem to be committed in a 
place sacred from observation, is such, that it is our 
duty to remark upon it : for though he who does it 
is himself only guilty of an indecorum^ he occasions 
a criminal levity in all others who are present at it. 

* St. Paul's Church Yard, August 11. 
' MR. BICKERSTAFF, 

' It being mine as well as the opinion of many 
others, that your papers are extremely well fitted to 
reform any irregular or indecent practice, I present 
the following as one which requires your correction. 
Myself and a great many good people who frequent 
the divine service at St. Paul's have been a long 
time scandalized by the imprudent conduct of Stentor* 
in that cathedral. This gentleman, you must know, 
is always very exact and zealous in his devotion, 
which 1 believe nobody blames; but then he is ac- 
• Br. William Stanlj, Dean of St. Paul's. 
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ettsMiied to foiif a*d b«ltor# «<» t^tibly X^vlA m tlie 
Msponse^ that he Irigh4eto« even us of the 6otigi«gtt- 
tioii who ave dhdly u^ to hha ; and oite of our p«tty 
canons, a punning Cambridgo sehol-ar, eatfo hi^ way 
•f worship a ball-o#^ng. His harsh, untuneable 
pipe is no more fit than a raven's to join with the 
anisic of a chmr; yet nobody having heen enough 
Ua friend, I suppose, to infoite him of it, he never 
£ftfta, when present, to drown the harmony of every 
hymn and anthem, hy an inundatiim of sound beyond 
that of the Imdge at the ebb of the tide, 6t the neigh- 
bowriBg hoHa in the aftgutdh of their hunger. This 
is a grievance, which, to my certain knowledge, 
several worthy people desire ta see redressed ; and 
if, by inserting this epistle ifi your paper, or by re- 
pies^tttiDg the matter your own way, you can eoBh 
vmee l^ntor, ^at diseord in a chdir is the same sin 
that sehism is in tfie church in general, you would 
lay a great obligation upon us; and make some 
atonement lor certain m yonr paragraphs, which 
have not been Mghly approved by us. 

I am Sir, your most humble servant, 

• Jeopfry Chanticlebr.* 

■ 

It is wonderful that there should be auch a genei:aJ 
jaaonlationi and the grievance so fre<|ueat> and yet 
the €>ffender never know any Hung o^ it. I have 
received the foUowinf; letter from my kiBaman at the 
Herald's efiee» near the same jj^ace* 

* Dear Cousin, 
'This office, which has had its share in the im- 
partial justice of your censures, demands at present 
your vindication m its rights and privileges* Tl^ ' 
are certain hours when our young heralds a' 
ercised in the faculties of malung proclamatic 
other vociferations, which of right belong to i 
to utter ; but at the same hour Stentor in Btir 
chnrdiy in i^nle of the coaches, eans^. LondcM 
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and ail otJier soimds between us, exalte his throat to 
so high a key, that the most noisy of oi^ order is 
utterly unheard. If you please to observe upon this, 
you will ever oblige, &c. 

There have been communicated to me some other 
ill consequences from the san^e cause; as, the over- 
tuning of coaches by sudden starte of the horses as 
they passed that way, women pregnant frightened, 
and heirs to families lost ; which are public disasters, 
though arising from a good intention : but it is 
hoped, after thb admonition, that Stentor will avoid 
an act of so great supererogation, as singing without 
a voice. 

But I am diverted from prosecuting Stentor^s re- 
formation, by an account, that the two faithful 
lovers, Lisander and Coriana, are dead; for, no 
longer ago than the first day of the last month, they 
swore eternal fidelity to each other, and to love 
until death. JGver since that time, Lisander has been 
twice ' a day at the chocolate house, visits in every 
circle, is missing four hours in four-and-twenty, and 
will give no account of himself. These are un- 
doubted proofs of the departure of a lover; and con . 
sequently Coriana is also dead as a mistress. I • 
have written to Stentor, to give this couple three 
calls at the church-door, which they must hear if 
they are living within the bills of mortality ; and if 
they do not answer at that time, they are from that 
moment added to the number of my defunct. 
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'"-^Pauio nufjora canannu, Viro. Eel. iv. 1. 

' ——-Begin a loftier strain/ 

Whitens Chocolate-home, Augugt 15, 

Whilb others are busied in relations which concern 
^e interest of princes, the peace of nations, and re* 
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volutions of empire, I think, though these are very 
great subjects, my theme of discourse is sometiipes 
to be of matters of a yet higher consideration. The 
slow steps of Providence and nature, and strange 
events which are brought about in an instant, are 
what, as they come within our view and observation, 
shall be given to the public. Such things are not 
accompanied with show and noise, and therefore 
seldom draw the eyes of the unattentive part of man- 
kind ; but are very proper at once to exercise our 
humanity, please our imaginations, and improve our 
judgments. It may not, therefore, be unuseful to 
relate many circumstances, which were observable 
upon a late cure done upon a young nobleman who 
was bom blind, and on the twenty-ninth of June last 
received his sight, at the age of twenty years, by the 
operation of an oculist. This happened no farther 
ojBTthan Newington ; and the work w^s prepared for 
in the following manner. 

The operator, Mr. Grant, having observed the 
eyes of his patient, and convinced his friends, and 
relations, among others the reverend Mr. Caswell, 
minister of the place, that it was highly probable 
that he should remove the obstacle which prevented 
the use of his sight ; all his acquaintance, who had 
any regard for die young man, or curiosity to be 
present when one of full age and understanding re- 
ceived a new sense, assembled themselves on this 
occasion. Mr. Caswell, being a gentleman parti- 
cularly curious, desired the whole company, in case 
the blindness should be cured, to keep silence : and 
let the patient make his own observations, without 
the direction of any thing he had received by his 
other senses, or the advantage of discoverin*' 
fiiends by their voices. Among several oth 
mother, brethren, sisters, and a young geiitl 
for whom he had a passion, were presen 
work was performed with great skill and d< 



r 



9Q TATL9R. 56« 

Wb^n the patient first receiTed tt&e 4awn of light 
there appeared »uch an ecstacf ia hb aeUon, that he 
seemed ready to swoon away in the surprise of joj 
and wonder. The surgeon stood before him with his 
instruments in his hands. The young man observed 
him from head to foot ; after which he surveyed him- 
self as carefidly, and seemed to compare him to 
himself; and observing both their hands, seemed to 
think they were exactly alike^ except the instru- 
mentSy which he took for parts'^of his hands. When 
he had continued in his amazement for some time^ 
his mother could not longer bear the agitations of so 
many passions as thronged upon her ; but fell upon 
his neok, crying out» ' My son ! my son !' The youth 
knew her voice, and could speak no more than^ ' Oh 
me ! are you my mother?' and fainted. The whole 
room you will easily conceive, were very affec- 
ticmately employed in recovering him 4 bnt, above 
all, the young gentlewoman who loved him, and whom 
he loved^ shrieked in the loudest manner. That voice 
seemed to have a sudden effect upon, him as he rer 
ooveredy and he showed a dw|>le curiosity in ob- 
serving her as she spoke and called to him ; until at 
last be broke out, ' What has been done to me ? 
Whither am i carried ? Is all this about me, the 
thing I have heard so often of ? Is this the light? Is 
this seeing? Were you always thus happy, when 
^oi| s4Hd you w^e glad to see each other ? Where 
IS Tom, who used to lead me 7 But, I could now, 
metbinks, go any where without him.' Re offered 
to move, Init seemed afraid of every thing around 
him. When they s»w his difficulty, they told him, 
'until he beof^me better acquainted with his new 
being, he must let the servant still lead him.' The 
b^y WAS called for, and presented to him. Mr. 
Cmw«U i^ed him, ' What sort of thing he took 
Tom to be before he bad seen him ? He answered, 
' he belie?ed there was not so much of him as him- 
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attf; hut be fwcMd UiR the stme wrtsf creRtUM'' 
TW Mwe of tfcia swdi^en ofaasg? na^ all the magh- 
bourltDod thrimg u Ibe fd^oe wheie be ww. Aa be 
saw the crowd tUclceiiiDg. he (lesired Hr. CaewellW 
tell him bow many tfawe w«re in ftll to be Been. The 
gebtlMvap, Rmiliog, etsvewd hiu, that 'k votdd be 
very proper far hiu t« Mwn to his l^e cmdition. 
4»a siUVef hifi eyes to be covered, ulil tbes had re- 
ceircd >(<eii|;tt : forbesughtrenettberweileDa^gb. 
IJWC by d^ee« he bad firom Uttle to tittle come to 
the strength hi bftd *t preMot m bta ability in velk- 
iag and movips : and ^at it wasthewm^tbing with 
hia eyes, whieli,' he wtid. ' would tose the power of 
c tiiHi B M J n g lo Uxa tbat w^oderfHl ti»««port he waa 
BOW bb exeept be w^eld b^ contented to lay aside 
the use of them, until they jrere ationg CB^ugh to 
beKT the lig)^ witbevt so niveb feeing u, be knew 
heuadcrweut at pie»«nt-' With oHiob rebictance 
be waa prevailed hI^ior b> have hia eyee bound; in 
whiflb etwdMoa they kept turn in a d^k room, until 
it wa« ptopet (o let Ifae orgaa receive its ek^ct» 
witbPHt further precautiiM. Duiing the time of tbia 
d*rluie#8, be bewailed himself in the most disireHsed 
maoner; amd aecssed all his iiimie, coupl^iHg 
that ' »Dn]e iacwtiatioa bad been wrought ufXHi hiK. 
and some stnnge magic used to deoeire him iUo aa 

SIMM! that he had enjoyed what they called sight.' 
e«dd«dj 'tb«tth« iq^a'csBioBs then let in upon hja 
aonj weold certainly distract him, if he wei« sot so 
»t, tfaat present.' At another tine, he would strive 
t» DMM the {wrsons he h»d secii Aisong the crowd 
*fiei ba ins fDitebcd, and w^uld pretend tospeak, 
>• M^imd (wms of his own nafcing. «f what he 
i* tbkt riwtt tiwe obserredt But<a the aixth instaat 
itww<iiDHghtfittoii»bMdbiaheftd. a»d the young 
iKMaa wben he lov«d was instructed to open lii 
•yea acootrdingly ; ua well to endear herself lo !> 
by such a cirGumstMW<e> *s to moderate bis eci 
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cies by the persuasion of a voice which had so much 
power over him as hers ever had. When this be- 
loved young woman began to take off the binding 
of his eyes, she talked to him as follows : 

' Mr. William, I am now taking the binding off, 
though when I consider what I am doing, I tremble 
with the apprehension, that, though I have from my 
very childhood loved you, dark as yon were, and 
though you had conceived so strong a love for me, 
you will find there is such a thing as beauty, which 
may ensnare you into a thousand passions of which 
you are now innocent, and take you from me for 
ever. But, before I put myself to that hazard, tell 
me in what manner that love, you always professed 
to me, entered into your heart ; for its usual admis- 
sion is at the eyes.' 

The young man answered, * Dear Lydia, if I am 
to lose by sight the soft pantings which I have al- 
ways felt when I heard your voice ; if I am no more 
to distinguish the step of her I love when she ap- 
proaches me, but to change that sweet and frequent 
pleasure for such an amazement as I know the little 
time I lately saw : or if I am to have any thing 
besides which may take from me the sense I have of 
what appeared most pleasing to me at that time, 
which apparition it seems was you ; pull out these 
eyes, before they lead me to be ungrateful to you, 
or undo myself. I wished for them but to see you ; 
pull them out, if they are to make me forget you.' 

Lydia was extremely satisfied with these assu- 
rances ; and pleased herself with playing with his' 
perplexities. In all his talk to her, he showed but 
very faint ideas of any thing which had not been re- 
ceived at the ears ; and closed his protestation • to 
her, by saying, that if he were to see Valentia and 
Barcelona, whom he supposed the most esteemed of 
all women, by the quarrel there was about them^ he 
would never like any b- 
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St, Jameses Coffee-housey August 16. 

We have repeated advices of the entire defeat of 
the Swedish army near Pultowa, on the twenty- 
seventh of June, O. S. and letters from Berlin gave 
the following account of the remains of the Swedish 
arpdy since the battle ; Prince Menzikoff, being 
ordered to pursue the victory, came up with the 
Swedish army, which was left to the command of 
General Lewenhaupt, on the thirtieth of June> O. S. 
on the banks of the Boristhenes ; whereupon he sent 
General Lewenhaupt a summons to submit himself 
to his present fortune; Lewenhaupt immediately 
dispatched three general officers to that prince, to 
treat about a capitulation ; but the Swedes, though 
they consisted of fifteen thousand men, were in so 
great want of provision and ammunition, that they 
were obliged to surrender themselves at discretion. 
His Czarish Majesty dispatched an express to 
General Goltz, with an account of these particulars, 
and also with instructions to send out detachments 
of his cavalry, to prevent the. King of Sweden's 
joining his army in !Poland. . That prince made his 
escape with a small party by swimming over the 
Boristhenes ; and it was thought he designed to re- 
tire into Poland by the way of Volhinia. Advices 
firom Bern of the eleventh instant say, that the gene- 
ral diet of the Helvetic body held at Baden con- 
cluded on the sixth ; but the deputies of six can- 
tons, who are deputed to determine the affair of 
Tockenburg, continue their application to that busi- 
ness, notwidistanding some new difficulties started 
by the Abbot of St. Gall. Letters from Genever, 
of the ninth, say that the Duke of Savoy's caval- 
ry had joined Count Thaun, as had also two im- 
Eerial regiments of hussars; and that his royal 
ighness's army was disposed in the foHowinr 
manner : the troops under the command of Coui 

g2 
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Thaun are extended from Chilians to St. Peter 
D'Albigni. Small parties are left in several posts 
from tti^iKSe to Little St. fiemard, to preserve the 
communkation with Piedmont by the valley of 
Aosta. Some foree» are also posted at Tttloir, Mid 
tn the casHe of Doir, on each side of the lake of 
Anned., General Rhebinder is encamped in the 
valley of Oulx with ten thousand foot, and some 
detachments of horse : his troops are enUmded firom 
iBzilles to Mount Genevre, so that he may easily 
penetrate into Dauphine on the least mo^on of Ute 
enemy ; but the mke ot Berwick tdke^ all neces- 
sary precantioBS to prevent such an enterpiite. That 
General's head quarters are at FrandA ; and he hath 
disposed his army in several partiet^, to preserve a 
communication witib the M aurienne and Briancon. 
He hath no provisions for his army but from Savoy ; 
Provence and Dauphine being unable to supply hhb 
with necessaries. He left two regiments of dragoons 
at Annen, who buffered very mnch in Ihe late action 
at Tysons, where Hiey lost ftfteen hundred, who 
were killed on the spot, ^our standards and three 
hundred prisoners, among whom were forty oAeei^ 
The last letters ^om the Duke of Marlborough's 
camp at Orchies, of the nitfeteedth instaht^ advise 
that Monsieur Ravignon being retnraed from the 
Frendk court with an account ^at the King of France 
had refused to ratify the capitulation for ^e surrender 
of the citadel of Toumay, the approaches have he^n 
carried on with great vigour and success. Our miners 
have discovered several of the enemy's mines, who 
have spiling divers others, which did Httle execu- 
tion; but, for the better security of the troope, both 
assaults are carried on by the cautious way of sap- 
ping. Oft the eighteenth, the confederate irmy 
made a general forage without any loss* Marshal 
Villars continues in his former camp, and applies 
Mfflself wWi great difi<^ ♦lag up new Iiimnb . 
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behind the old on the Scarp. The Duke of Marl- 
borough and Prince Eugene designed to begin a 
general review of the army on the twentieth. 



N°66. . THURSDAY, AUGUST 18, 1709. 

(ftdequid agwU kominea-^-^ 

noatri est farrago Hbdli. 

Juv. Sat. i. 85, 86. 

Whatever ffood is done, whatever ill'-^ — 
By human kind, shall this collection fill. 

Whitens Chocolate-house, August 17. 

Thbre is a young foreigner committed to my care, 
who puzzles me extremely in the questions he asks 
about the persons of figure we meet in public places. 
He knows but very litde of our language, and there- 
fore I am mightily at a loss to express to him things 
for which they have no word in ths^t tongue to which 
he was bom. It has been often my answer upon 
his asking who such a fine gentleman is. That he is 
what we call a sharper; and he wants my expli- 
cation. I thought it would be very unjust to tell 
him, he is the same the French call Coquin; the 
Latins Nebulo ; or the Greeks, Paffxaex* : for, as cus- 
tom is the most powerful of all laws, and that the 
order of men we call sharpers are received amongst 
us, not only with permission, but favour, I thought 
it unjust to use them like persons upon no esta- 
blishment ; besides that it would be an unpardon- 
able dishonour to our country, to let him leave us 
with an opinion, that our nobility and gentry keep 
company with common thieves and cheats : I told 
him, * they were a sort of tame hussars, that wer<^ 
allowed in our cities, like the wild ones in our car 

• The word 'rascal,' printed in Gfeek chvacters- 

G 3 



who had all the privileged belonfghig to i», hut at 
the stotte time were not ti#d to our discipline or law»/ 
Aletheui^, who is a genUeman of too much virttf^ 
for the age he lives in, would not let this matter be 
thus palliated ; but told my pupil, ' that he was to 
understand that distinction, quaKty, merit, and in- 
dustry, were laid aside among us by the incursions 
of these civil hussars ; who had got so much coun- 
tenance, that the breeding and &shion of the age 
turned their way, to the ruin of order and economy 
in jdl places where they are adntftted/ Bu4 Suphro- 
nius, who never Mhi into h^at upfm Mfy subject, 
but applies propei language, temper, and skill, with 
which the thing in debate is to be treated, told the 
youth, 'that gefttlemait had spoken Ho^ii^ but 
what was literally true ; bat feu upon it wi& loo 
much eatiiei^es» to give a titte idea of 'Uiat sort of 
people he was declaiming against, ot to remedy the 
evil wbkll he bewailed; for the aeeeplftfice of thede 
men being as HI which had c;rept into the eonver" 
sation-part of oar fives, and not into our cofistHufioft 
itself, it must be corrected where it begaa; att4 
conseqaently i» to be amended only by bringing 
rs^ery and derieion upon the persons who are guiky, 
or thotte who eennkyetwe with ll^m. Fc^ ike sharper^,* 
ootttinaed he, ' at preeen t are not as formeHy under 
^ aeceptat^H of pick-pockets; but are by castom 
ereeted into a r^l and vetterable body of men, atrd 
have stfbdued us to ^ very particular a def^ence to 
them, that though they are known to be men without 
bonotnr or conscience, no demand rs ealled a debt 
ef honour so indisputably as theh-s. You may lose 
your honour to ^m, but they lay ftone against 
you ; as the piiestihiood itt Koman Catholic countries 
cffii pui^ase what Hhey please for the church, but 
ihey ean alienate ire^ing from it. It is from ftffs 
toleration, that sharpers are to be found among 
all som of a twem bMes and coir^"^*-'' - *^d every 
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talent amongst ai^n i» mMie usa of by i^onuB oaa or 
othev of file sooiety, for tfae godd of their eommoB 
taiiae : so that an unexperienced young ^Antlenaa 
k aa often ensnared by his nnderstandinig as bb 
Mly ; for who could be unmored, to hear the elo'«- 
qvent Drofnio explain the oonstitodoa, talk in tit 
key of Cafo, with the severity of one of the adoidiit 
sages, and debate the greatest questiQii of etaAe in 
ft domnion chocolate or coffeekhonse ? Who could^ 
1 Bay, hear this generoas declamatory witiiout being 
fired at his noble zeal, and beconiag his professed 
follower, if he might be admitted? Monoonlns's 
grarity wouid be no less inrhtag to a begtaaef in 
conversation; and the saare of hM elocfaenoc would 
equally catch one who had nevet seen aai old gdn* 
tieman so very wise, and yet so little mrerm. A&ny 
other instances of extraordinafy mea avong the bro^ 
therhood might be prodnced } but ever^ man who 
knows the town, can supply homaeK wioi nech em- 
ampies without their being named.' — 'Will Yafer, 
wlio ie skilffil at Imding out Hate ndioafteas side of a 
things and placing it in a new and praptr hght, 
though he very seldomi taHcs, th^aghtfitto eater iaie 
this subject. He has lately leiit oertaia loose wailmf 
which half the income of faia estate will bring ia 
wi^tt seven years : besides wfaiehy he proposes to 
nMnty, io set all rigkt. He was, thordare^ indolent 
enough to speak of this matter willh great impar^ 
tiafity. < when I Yock around me,' said this easy 
gentleman, ' and consider in a just balance us imbbkB, 
elder brothers, whose support oar didl fathers con- 
trived to depend upon certain cases, with the rooks, 
whose ancestors left them the wide world ; I cannot 
but admire their fraternity, and contemn my ow^ 
Is not Jack Heyday much to be prefetred to'' 
kni^ he has babbled? Jack has bis equ^ 
his wenches, and hie lollowers : tbi knight, s< 
fr6m a i^tinae^ that he ie almost (me ofiac 
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Howeyer, he is gay; yoa see, still; a florid out- 
side. «— His habit speaks the. man — And since he 
must unbutton, be would not be reduced outwardly ; 
but is stripped to his upper coat. But though I 
have great temptation to it, I will not at this time 
give the history of the losing side ; but speak the 
effects of my thoughts, since the loss of my money, 
upon the gaining people. This ill fortune makes 
most men contemplative, andgiven to reading; at 
least it has happened so to me ; and the rise and fall 
of the family of sharpers in all ages has been my 
contemplation,' 

I find, all times have had of this people : Homer, 
in his excellent heroick poem, calls them Myrmidons, 
who were a body that kept among themselves, and 
had nothing to lose; therefore never spared either 
Greek or Trojan, when they fell in their way, upon 
a part. But there is a memorable verse, which gives 
us an account of what broke that whole body, and 
made both G-reeks and Trojans masters of the secret 
of their warfare and plunder. There is nothing so 
pedantic as many quotations ; therefore I shall in- 
form you only, that in this battalion there were two 
officers called Thersites and Pandarus,: they were 
both less renowned for their beauty than their wit ; 
but each had this particular happiness, that they 
were plunged over head and ears in the same water 
which made Achilles invulnerable ; and had ever 
after certain gifts, which the rest of the world were 
never to enjoy. Among others, they were never to 
know they were the most dreadful to the sight of all 
mortals, never to be diffident of their own abilities, 
never to blush, or ever to be wounded but by each 
other. Though some historians say, gaming began 
among the Lydians to divert hunger, I could cite 
many authorities to prove it had its rise at the siege 
of Troy ; and that Ulysses won the sevenfold shield 
at hazard. But be that ^ ^e ruin of the 
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corps of the Myrmidons proceeded from a breach 
between Tbarsites and PamUurus. Tke first of these 
was leader of a squadron^ wherein the latter was 
but a private man ; but having aH the good qualities 
necessary for a partisan, he was the favourite of his 
officer. But the wb(rfe Idatory of <^e several changes 
in Hie order of sktrpers, from those Myrmidons to 
Mir modem men of adcbess and plunder, Will require 
tiMit we eraiMilt s^me ancient manuseripts. As we 
make these inquiries, we shali diumally oemmunicate 
tfiem to the publie, that the Knights of the Industry 
mKf be better understood by &e g^od people of 
£nfiand. This sort of men, in some ages, were 
syoopbants and flatterers only, and were endued 
■ witii arts of life to capacitate them for the conrei'- 
se(tioB of the rich and great; httt now the bubble 
courts the impostor, and pretends at the utampst to 
be but his equal. To clear up the reasons and causes 
IB match vevoltttioiM, and the ditferent t^onduct be-* 
tireeB fools and chfoats, shali be one of our labours 
for the good of this kingdom* How therefore, 
puiBps, footmen, fiddlers, and kekey^^ are elevated 
into companions in this present age> shall be ac- 
counted for from ^ influenoe of the planet Mercury 
OB tiiis island; the ascendency of which sharper 
over Bol, who in a patron of the Mus^, and all 
honest professions, hts been noted by the learned 
Job Gadbury*, to be tiie caus«, that ' cunning and 
triok are BKMre esteemed dian aft and science.' It 
must be allowed also, to the memory of Mr. Par- 
tridge, late of Cecil-street in the Strand, that in 
his answer to an horary question, At what hour 
of the night to set a fox-trap in June 1705 ? he has 
tatgely discussed, under ^e character of Reynard, 
' the maMier of surprising all sharpers as well as 
him. But of these great points, after more mat;i' 
deliberation. 

* Gadbury was an almanack-maker asd a8tr«hi\;«r. 
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;S!f. Jamet^g. Coffee-kmitej Augwi 17. 

' To Isaac Bickerstaff, Esq. 

'Sir, 
' We have nothing at present new, but that we 
understand by some owlersf, old people die in 
France. Letters from Paris, of the tenth instant, 
N. S. say, that Monsieur d' Andre, Marquis d'Orai- 
son, died at eighty-iiye : Monsieur Brumars, at one 
hundred and two years, died for love of his wife, 
who was ninety-two at her death, after seventy 
years cohabitation. Nicholas de Boutheiller, parish- 
preacher of Sasseyille, being a bachelor, held out to 
one hundred and sixteen. Dame Claud de Massy, 
relict of Monsieur Peter de Monceaux, Grand Au- 
diencer of France, died on the seyenteenth, aged 
one hundred and seven. Letters of the seventeenth 
say. Monsieur Chrestien de Lamoignon died on the 
seventh instant, a person of great piety and virtue ; 
but having died young, his age is concealed for 
reasons of state. On the fifteenth, his most Christian 
Majesty, attended by the Dauphin, the duke of 
Burgundy, the duke and duchess of Berry, assisted 
at the procession which he yearly performs in me- 
mory of a vow made by Lewis the Thirteenth, in 
1638. For which act of piety his majesty received 
absolution of his confessor, for the breach of all 
inconvenient vows made by himself. I am. Sir, your 
most humble servant, 

HUMPHREY KIDNEY.* 

From my oum Apartment^ August 17. 

I am to acknowledge several letters which I hav^ 
lately received ; among others, one subscribed Phi- 

t Owler signifies one who carries contraband goods: the 
word is perhaps derived from the necessity of carrying on an 
iUicit trade by night. 
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laothroposy another Emilia, both which shall be 
honoured. I have a third from an officer in the 
army, wherein he desires I would do justice to the 
many gallant actions which have been done by men 
of private characters, or officers of lower stations, 
during this long war ; that their families may have 
the pleasure of seeing we lived in an age, wherein 
men of all orders had their proper shaxe iu fame 
and glory. There is nothing I should undertake 
with greater pleasure than matters of this kind; if 
therefore they, who are acquainted with such facts, 
would please to communicate them, by Letters di- 
rected to me at Mr. Morphew*s, no pains should be 
spared to put them in a proper and distinguishing 
light. 

%* Thb is to admonish Stentor, that it was not 
admiration of his voice, but my publication of it, 
which has lately increased the number of his heavers. 
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Qmcguid agunt homines 

noHri eit farrago liMU. 

Jov. Sat..i. 66, 86. 

Whatever good is done, whatever i U ' 
By human kind, shall this collection fill. 

WiWs Coffee-hmse, August 19. 

I WAS this evening, representing a complaint sent 
me out of the country from Emilia. She says, her 
neighbours there have so little sense of what a re> 
fined lady of the town. is, that she, who was a ce- 
lebrated wit in London, is in. that.duU .part of the 
world in so little esteem, that they call her in their 
base style a tongue-pad. Old iWpenny blH 
adyise her to keep her wit until she comes tc 
again, and admonish her, that both wit and br 
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ftre loofti: for a fine €ouft lady is as awkwftfd 
tmoBg oomitry konsewiTes, afl one of them wovld 
appear ia a drawuig^rooia. It Is t^efefore llie most 
aemil loMwiedge one caa attain at, to understfto^ 
anions what sort of men we make tbe best ftgure ; 
for if there be a piaee where the beauteous and 
aeeoMplished Emitm is unaeceptable, it is certainly 
a ¥ain endeavour lo atteaqpt pleasing^ in aH eonver- 
ftalions. Here is Will V\^, who is so thirsty after 
the reputation of a oompanion, that his company 
is for sAy body that wiU accept of it ; and for want 
of k«owiRg whon to eboose for himself, is nerer 
oboeen by others. There is a eertain ^astity of 
bebaviQiir which make* n man desirable ; and whidi 
if he transgresses, his wit will have the same ffikte 
w4<ih i>elia^ beauty, which no one regards, because 
all know ft is within their po^wer. The best coarse 
£milia can take is, to have less humility ; for if she 
could have as good an opiiiioa of herself for having 
every quality, as some of her neighbours have of 
themselves viii^ ooe^ she would inspire even them 
with a sense of her merit, and make that carriage, 
which is now the subject of their derision, the sole 
object of theur imitation. Until she has arrived at 
this Tal«e of herself, she must be contented with 
the fate of thai uncommoa ereatMre, a woman too 
humble. 

Wldt^$ Ckocolute-house, August 10. 

Since my last, I have received a letter from Tom 
Tinmp, to desire that I would do the fraternity of 
gamesters the justice to own, that there are noto- 
rious sharpers, who are not of their class. Among 
others he presented me *with the picture of Harry 
Copoersmith, in }jttie, who, he says, is at this day 
worm half a plumb*, by means much more indirect 

♦ A plumb is a term in the C**- '— ^"O.OOW. 



some reason in what he a^^^^i^^d; jpa^fie^p^t ^l^e 
;9Jape, Qjxd ^96R»t^d V^ m }\^ ;fol)[o^ing m^^er : 
' Jt is w.on4§rfifjl ^Jp jpe, .ftfr. ^;pi9]^ei3j;aff, ^J^t yon 
iCan pxetead ^ Jo ..|ie ji . n^ , pf g^^^tr^^ip^i, ^3 ii^l 
^Dpn.us ^^lugfiVi^r,]^ rtJj^.dMstry^^s.thejpri^l^sit 
of ^prtaU, .jyhfln,t^ere^,so,ii|ftay,who five in ^ 
constant pr^lice of ^b^f ^r ,iiiethQ,d^ .unobserved. 
X<^ .^pt, ,i;Wgp ypu Jwpw . the ,^to^-y pf piyself 
ai^d^t^e iff p^th B^(;pn, ,but a|low J^^,^,hon^ster 
inan.tjyi^ Will Cgjpjqerf^nuth, for^lilus^peat.crje^t 
amoi^ it^e ^^m^^,v^. . 1 , cet , ^qo^ money 1^ men^s 
foUies, jaud he gets^s by^ their d^stpss^s. ^^jie.fje- 

,qlipm merch^9t,.9p;j^u^9^t^s;j|^ fQjfs .to Wm, 
,%i?d Ae.ftujJWen.ts,ti^pip by e^to^^qn. If, Jjjifrefpre, 

.r(gg?Lrfl iS|to J^a had to^jUie in^fit pt the|p^rs.oJOLS,^iife 
injure, who is tlv^^piQce Mai^e^Jl^le^.j^e^h^topi^^^^ 
jh. uph^ppy man, ,pr ,^e tl^at cheats .a JcM^rish ona? 
All i^ai^kind^are ^iaijifferei^jly ^lialile ,td ip3[i^^?ae 

. 9Jtrpkes of , fortune ; ^^A j^e y^ho, ^dds^ to ijuem, .w^ 

Jgie might. relieyetWm, ^s QeiltaJi^y a^.>|roVe(a $.ubject, 

•tf3^%»,$e^*^«,5WV#^ W^Vse p^qsperiyis 

^lmme^^y^o^i^l'R. iJB^sid^s all ,wJf)f^K\he t^t.^tor- 
joiiwrs of. CpPK^^flwV^ floes ,lt,p^t pf ji^pe9^ty;,J5e 
, t^t plays, witkme ^99* it put ,of .fit^oice.' 

I ^MQ^ed T/^^n^ thfire,,V« iP^^^,!^ ^d,9.s )u^i- 
seify which is^the^eight ;6f -his {iiretejiis^ apd 
must confess thpitCppp^sc^ tbe^iv^p^t^^i^kVd 
and impudapt pf a,ll^.s)ira2^rs ^^^^H^ 

ynih cj^edity fjad is^arptrnpr^nihe ^^Jpitpra'firi]^. 
T^e contemplation. , of t^s worthy pej-sonjmade^'iiie 
raflept pn the lYonder^ul successes I hoye p|)$iWyed 
.,inan,of tbe.qifianQ^t c^apiti^s meet ,;« ith j[n jAie 
world, and recollect an obsenration I once h^Ar 
sage man make; which was, * That he had obse* 
that, ia«omayr#fei8ioBB,^the lower the unden 
,^g,, the greater :|jha, 9ftpacit;y.' I temeniber 
.s|j||iced ithat oj^a.^^ker, and §aid, that ', the 
VOL. ii. H 
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. - . ■ • 

appetiteSy passions^ and ideas a man had, he was 
the better tor his business/ 

There is little Sir Tristram^ without connexion in 
his speech, or so much as common sense, hasar- 
Tiyed by his own natural parts at one of the greatest 
estates among us. But honest Sir Tristram knows 
liimself to be but a repository for cash : he is just such 
an utensil as his iron chest, and may rather be said to 
hold money, than to possess it. There is nothing 
so pleasant as to be in the conversation of these 
wealthy proficients. I had lately the honour to 
drink half a pint with Sir Tristram, Harry Copper- 
smith, and Giles Twoshoes. These wags gave one 
another credit in discourse, according to their purses; 
they jest by the pound, and make answers as they 
honour bills. Without vanity, I thought myself 
the prettiest fellow of the company; but I had no. 
manner of power over one muscle in their faces, 
though they smirked at every word spoken by each 
other. Sir Tristram called for* a pipe of tobacco; 
and telling us; * tobacco was a pot-herb,' bid the 
drawer bring him the other half pint. Twoshoes 
laughed at tibe knight's wit, without moderation; I 
tooK the iiberty to say, * it was but a pun.' * A 
pun !' said Coppersmith ; ' you would be a better 
man by ten thousand pounds, if you could pun like 
Sir Tristram.' With that they all burst out together. 
The queer curs maintained this style of dialogue 
until we had drunk our quart a-piece by half-pints. 
All I could bring away with me is, that Twoshoes 
is not worth twenty thousand pounds : for his mirth, 
though he was as insipid as either of the others, had 
no more effect upon the company than if he had been 
a bankrupt. 

From my own AparimeiU, Augtui 19.. 

I have heard, it had been advised by^ a diocesan 
to his inferior clergy, ih"' -'of broaching 
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opinions of their own, and uttering doctrines which 
may lead themselires and hearers into error, they, 
would read some of the most celebrated sermons, 
printed by others for the instruction of their congre- 
gations. In imitation of such preachers at second- 
hand, I shall transcribe from Bruyere one of the 
most elegant pieces of raillery and satire which I 
haye ever read. He describes the French as if 
speaking of a people not yet discovered, in the air 
and style of a traveller. 

* I have heard talk of a country, where the old 
men are gallant, polite, and civil : the young men, 
on the contrary, stubborn, wild, without either man- 
ners or civility. They are free from passion for 
women at the age when, in other countries, they 
begin to feel it, and prefer beasts, victuals, and ridi- 
culous amours before them. Amongst these people, 
he is sober who is never drunk with any thing out 
wine ; the too frequent use of it having rendered it 
flat and insipid to them : they endeavour by brandy, 
or other strong liquors, to quicken their taste, al- 
ready extinguished, and want nothing to complete 
their debauches, but to drink aqua-fortis. The 
women of that country hasten the decay of their 
beauty, by their artifices to preserve it : they paint 
their cheeks, eye-brows, and shoulders, which they 
lay open, together widi their breasts, arms, and 
ears, as if they were afraid to hide those places 
. which they think will please, and never think they 
show enough of them. The physiognomies of the 
people of that country are not at all neat, but con- 
fused and embarrassed with a bundle of strange 
hair, which tbey prefer before their natural: with 
this they weave something to cover their heads, 
which descends down half way their bodies, hides 
their features, and hinders you from knowing m«^** 
by their faces. This nation has, besides this, t' 
God and their king. Their grandees go every 

h2 



EiVa^ei^InKtfiJr, fo'ie t'eUJUle'tli^ call ^aUutth: 
at flie up^ti- cMd' of Mt teiti^e&efg sItkn'Aa' d.tf altnf 
cdiis'etiraUd to tHfeli* 06a; *hert dib' pi^b^ (JBle- 

cwd, dhd ti'eBifeiitfouh; Thfe" ^'^tff nreM rifakc « I'ftS^ 
ciWld af tKe foo* of Ae' altitf. stallfliHg *ifli dicii' 
Backs tto ttte pri»^ aiitf *ie hbly Ay'flferi^tf, ahrf 
theii' fde^s eiWt^a fo^^Ht^'^' tUfeV kinff, 4hb i^ 4i(sa- 
6a h^ k!iiee¥ up6U' a difoiie, ^^ tlo 4hbid- they sieeiti 
to direct the desires of their lirartd, siAi dH (hfeit dB^ 
TOtion. However, in this custom t&ei^e fs (o'be re- 
M&'Aed a sort of subordiiiatioii': fot* tk^-^dttlfe a^'- 
pear adoring tlieit prince, and (heir prtn'C^'irfbring; 
God: The inhabitants 6f thiHr^giofl' dalf it-^^M iB 
from fortj'-eight dfigrccs of latltudd-, filfl moffe' Aail 
eleven hundred leagiii^s by f^ea, ttortimiriitfmM 

tittters A«tti Hal^psteid s^y', ffier^ i# si coxcotnB 
airiV^ ttier6; of & kmd wbtcB is utteffjr 4feW. tht 
feTIoW hds coilrdse, ^hicli' hie tift^s hhnselF t» bi£ 
dbHn^ io nie ^ioofi Of e^eiy hour h« liTeil. H« 
H ^er figbbUg with t!h^ mkn, ^d eoirh^dtctin^ ffi6 
*oiAe*. A Ittdy, wHfe' seiftt t6 me, sopetsifibed YAib 
wiffi t&fd d^d'iiripfiCfn of S^6Min^ : 



nof ^rarudm 
u mnch, that I 
fihV 



"S.. 



Nojroi^an QDder heaven I fesi, 
NeW oatU I can eiactly swear ; 
AM taitj Uiifibi bf bkhiimi 6feW, 
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N° 68. TUESDAY, AUGUST 23, 1709. 



iiuiequid aguni homines 

nosiri est farrago UbeUi, 

Juv. Sat. i. 85, 86. 

Whatever men do, or say, or fhink, or dream, 
Oar motley paper seizes for its theme. P. 

Whitens Chocolate-house, August 22. 

Poor Cynthio, who, does me the honour to talk to 
me now and then very freely of his most secret 
thoughts, and tells me his most private frailties, 
owned to me, that though he is in his yery prime of 
life, loye had killed all his desires, and he was now 
as miich to be trusted with a fine lady, as if he were 
eighty. * That one passion for Clarissa has taken 
up,' said he, ' my whole soul; and all my idle 
flames are extinguished, as you may observe ordi- 
nary fires are often put out by the sunshine.' 

This was a declaration not to be made but upon , 
the highest opinion of a man's sincerity; yet as much 
a subject of raillery as such a speech would be, it 
is certain that chastity is a nobler quality, and as 
much to be valued in men as in women. The 
mighty Scipio, * who,' as BlufFe says in the comedy, 
* was a pretty fellow in his time,' was of this mind, 
and is celebrated for it by an author of good sense. 
When he lived, wit, and humour, and raillery, and 
public success, were at as high a pitch at Kome, as 
at present in England : yet, I believe, there was no 1 

man in those days thought that general at all ridi- ' 

culous in his behaviour in the following account of 
him. 

Scipio, at four-and-twenty years of age, had ob- 
tained a great victory ; and a multitude of prisoners, 
of each sex, and all conditions, fell into his po*^ 
session : amoQg others, an agreeable virgin, in 

Ha 
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earlv bloom apd beauty. He bad too sensible a 
spirit io dee the ibbst loveiy of kll bbjecik widiout 
being moved with passion : besides which, there was 
no obligation of honour or virtue to restrain his de- 
sires towards one who was his by Ihe fbrluiie of war. 
But a hoble indignation, and a sudden sorrow, 
which appeared in her eountenancej when the con- 
queror cast his (6fi&^ upon her, raised hi^ enrioi^ty to 
Know her. story .. He was informed, that she was a 
lady of the highesi condition in thai country, and 
contracted tb Ihdlbiii^, a inah ^ Merit khd ^lialify. 
Thie geheroiid Itdman ^obh plstbbd Mhiself hi ^ 
condition bt that iihiikiipy mh, ivfio Wfts to liMi }80 
chafinih^ d \}M^ : AM mtM^ a f6uiA', a badh^l-, 
a iover, abd k cOfiqii^rbr, ittih'i^didteli^ r^soiyed «o 
resiffh all. ih^ mvibl^ibiilt bf his pk§§i6M, tiii^ the 
ngnls bt id's pb^e)r io in^s^re hUr t6 ker des^ied 
busbaiid. Wllth Ais pii^p^e 1^ colirindiided b^r 
parents an^^ r^atiott^, a^ \ml ii^ h^t h^baiid', to Akr 
tend him at ah appoihted ^^^. Wh4Ai Ibey M^, 
ai^ we're wailing M th^ g'^iitVM, thy MiSbiot firAmes 
to himsell' thfe diiSbi'eiit bbbterh "of ish udhiip^y fit- 
*ther, a desbdirih'g loVer, '&nd a tencl^ rif^tfit^r^ ill the 
several (persons Who Vi^re s6 t^tefd tb Ufe ^plil^. 
but,, for ^ear of injilrittg the d^iSai,ti& dfcAihsMWitts 
Wthahbtd tr&ftslatibh, I shali prot^^ iSo tell fdu 
^b'al ScTpio dp^'ear^ tb Jltleih, and le&d^ iii his j^rf- 
sohei: mlo Itheir pte^ence. llie RoiAalis^ As ifetile 
as t^ey were, s6^ed to b1^6% llbein^el'r^s a little t6o 
moch triumph bv^r the tdiAfqiiferiE^ ; therefoi^, Its 
'Scipib ajpprbached, ttx^y 'aH 'fitHsw thigiiidelveB ^i 
))]eir knees, iexcept tire loV^ of tilife lady : biit Scipto, 
observing fh hit£i a mtcafy soHohtte^, iil^ad the ttO^e 
inclined to favour him, and spoke to him in theite 
word's : 

* it is not iHe itfMieT bf Ihe RodMM to ^tm ell 
tlie power Ih'^y jti^tT^r &kv : We ^t ftM to MVlbge 
countries, or fefeak^Atrgh the ties briMrtnftiiity. I- 
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mi hcquainted with yoar worth, and yoUr htteKst 
in Uiia lady : fortune has made me your master ; but 
I desire to be your friend. This is your wife, take 
iier, and may the gods bless you with her! But 
fn be it from Sctpio to purchase a loose and mo- 
tnenttuy ^leaSnre at the rate of making an honeM~ 
ilian unnappy.' 

IndJbilis's heart Was too fdll to make him any aa- 
sWe¥; bttt tie threw himself at the fe«t of the general, 
bUd Wept tdoud. The captive lady fall into the same 
tiostbr«, And they boA remained so, until the father 
otirst intb the following words : * O divine Scipio ! 
tib6 Kods hkvb given VoU more than human virtue. 

gldnOn^ leader! O wondrous yondl! does not 
ttmi tobli^d Tti^n give you, while she prays to the 
goJs For yoilr prosperity, and thinka yau Bent down 
n4tu ttffin, raptnres above all Ae tnttispOTts which 
Vou could haVe leaped (tota the possession of her 
(iijurbd per^oil?' The temper&te Scipio answered 
Una wiUitaut much totootioa, and saying, ' Fadier, 
b6 % Metid to Rome,' retired. An immense snm 
was offered ashernansbm; bat be sent it to her hus- 
batid, fltid, smiling, said, ' This is a trifle aAer what 

1 hftVe giteh him already'; bnt let Indibilis know, 
\htit chastity at my age is a much more djfficrft rir- 
tde to practise than generosity.' 

I observed Cynflkio was very mucli taJcen with 
my narrative ; tiut ttdd tne, ' this was a virtoe that 
Wt>uld beat but a V^ry hrconsiderabt'e {gm« in our 
*&)*. However, 1 took ftie liberty to Bag, that 
^ 'W4 Vu^itit not to lose 'OUT ideas cf nJngs, though 
We liid de^bauched our Ime r^sh in our practice, 
fn-, alter we have done lan|;hing, sdid virtue will 
Itefep its tdtee ita men's opimons: and though cus- 
tofti Miatfe ft ticft s'o srabduous as it ought to be, I" 
Wiftare iirtibCent Wom%n, «nfl trimnph in Ihe fal 
1fbr/9; ^trtft &(!ti<flTS, as we teVe here related, - 
he abeoWlWdtrtife gknsmtry, artfi Vise thf higt 
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our esteem the farther they are remoyed from our 
imitation.' 

WUTs Coffee-house, Augntt 22. 

A man would be apt to think, in this laughing 
town, that it were impossible a thing so exploded 
as speaking hard words should be practised oy any 
one that had ever seen good company; but, as if 
there were a standard in our minds as well as bodies, 
you see yery many just where they were twenty 
years ago ; and more they cannot, will not arrive at. 
Were it not thus, the noble Martins would not be 
the only man in England whom nobody can under- 
stand, though he talks more than any man else. 

Will Dactyle the epigrammatist. Jack Comma 
the grammarian, Nick Cross-grain who writes ana- 
grams, and myself, made a pretty company at a 
corner of this room; and entered very peaceably 
upoii a sulject fit enough for us, which was, the 
examination of the force of the particle For, when 
Martins joined us. He being well known to us all, 
asked ' what we were upon 7 for he had a mind to 
consummate the happiness of the day, which had 
biBen spent among the stars of the first magnitude, 
among the men of letters ; and therefore to put a 
period to it as he had commenced it, he should be 
glad to be allowed to participate of tiie pleasure of 
our society.^ I told him the subjiect. * Faith, gentle- 
men,' said Martius, ' your subject is humble : and 
if you will give me leave to elevate the conversa- 
tion, I should humbly offer, that you would enlarge 
your inquiries to the word For-as-much ; for thou^ 
I take it,' said he, * to be but one word, yet the 
particle Much implying quantity, the particle As si- 
militude, it will be greater, and more like ourselves, 
to treat of For-as-much.' Jack Conuna is always 
serious, and answered, ^ Martius, I must take the 
liberty to say, that you have fallen into all this 
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error and" pfdfuse niaiinisr 6f spcfech b5t' a certain 
Hurry in your iitkltgiiiatibn, for Want of being more 
exacf ik tlie knowledge of the patCs of speredh ; and 
it is so witli all men wHo Have not Well studied the 
particle Fdf. "foii HaVe spoken ("or without mak- 
ing any inference^ which is the gretCt use of that 
patticle. Tliere is no mieinner of force in your ob- 
servation of quantity and simillhld^ in the syllables 
As and ItfuclH But it is ever the fault of men of 

fretrt Wit to be ifeieowect; whi^ch dvil they tun into 
f tea indiscreet nse of the Word For. Conaider dl 
fMe bt$o1i;i»' of dontaWvei^ wMcfr httve been writttenv 
a^d I Will' ^n^^ fot[ WiR^ obsferte, tlhat all Hie de- 
Mt4 fied in tlk\t p6int, Whether fJiey brbugfet in For 
ih a ju!>(t nliMtter; ot foi'ced it in for their own use, 
rallier IRan as understanding the us^ of thB word 
1ti€\fT Thtre i"^' nothfiig likefarailmr instances : yoti 
b^e hed.rd the story of tfie Iiii^lnnan Who reacKng^ 
*•* M<f&ef fbt ihre haiV," took a lodging, and expect- 
ed to b'« pm^ for livt«g' At that h«n^. If this m«n 
heftd Inown Fof Was in that plate of a quite differetft 
i^ignrffication hotn the pctf ticFe To, he could not ha:re 
Mlea into the mi^ake 6f takin^g Lice, for what the 
Latins caflf Vivere, 6r rttther ffaSitare/ 

M^trthi's iS^em^d at a K>ss ; And, admiring his pro^ 
ftMn^ leAMing, wished he had been bred a scholar, 
f6r Bfe dM not take the scope of Ms ^s^ourse. This 
wise debate, of which we had much more, made me 
reflect upon the diffsnnoe ef their capacities, and 
woBder tb«t there eould be as ft were a dirersity in 
men's genius for nonsense } that one should bluster, 
while another crept, in absurdities. MartUui moves 
like a bliftd man, Mftnig hi^ legs^ higher than the or- 
dinary way of stepping ; and Comma, like one who 
is only short-sighted, picking his way when he 
should be marching on. Want of learning make^ 
Martius a bddk entertaining foot, And gives him 
fdli h66p(i ; hilt that which Comma has, and ct 
learding, makes him diffident, and curbs his natn 



82 TATLSR. 59. 

misunderstanding, to the great loss of the men of 
raillery. : This conyersation confirmed me. in the 
opinion, that learning usually does but improve in 
us what nature endowed us with. He that wants 
good sense is unhappy in having learning, for he has 
thereby only more ways of exposing himself; and he 
that has sense knows that learning is not knowledge, 
but rather the art of using it. 

St, Jameis Coffee-house, August 22. 
We have undoubted intelligence of the defeat of 
the king of Sweden ; and that prince, who for some 
years had hovered like an approaching tempest, and 
was looked up at by all the nations of Europe, 
which seemed to expect their fate according to the 
course he should take, is now, in all probability, an 
unhappy exile, without the common necessaries of 
life. His Czarish Majesty treats his prisoners with 
great gallantry and distuiction. Count Rhensfeildt 
has had particular marks of his Majesty's esteem, 
for his merit and services to his master ; but Count 
Piper, whom his Majesty believes author of the 
most violent counsels into which his prince entered, 
is disarmed, and entertained accordingly. That de- 
cisive battle was ended at nine in the morning ; and 
ail the Swedish generals dined with the Czar that 
very day, and received assurances, that they should 
find Muscovy was not unacquainted with the laws of 
honour and humanity. 
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Quiequidagunt /iomines— 

no$tri e$t farrago HbeUi, 

Jdv. Sat. i. 85, 86. 
Whate'er men do, or say, or think, or dream. 
Out motley paper seizes for its theme. P. 

Whitens Chocolate-house, August 24. 
jBEsop has gained to himself an inunortal renown for 
figuring the manners, desires. —"»>'*"- and interests 



59. TATLER. 83 

of men, by fables of beasts and birds. I shall, in 
my future accounts of our modem heroes and wits, 
vulgarly called sharpers, imitate the method of that 
delightful moralist; and think, I cannot represent 
those worthies more naturally than under the sha- 
dow of a pack of dogs ; for this set of men are, lijce 
them, made up of finders, lurchers, and setters. 
Some search for the prey, others pursue, others take 
it, and if it be worth it, they all come in at the 
death, and worry the carcase. It would require a 
most exact knowledge of the field and the harbours 
where the deer lie, to recount all die revolutions in 
the chace. 

But I am diverted from the train of my discpurse 
jf the fraternity about this town^ by letters from 
Hampstead, which give me an account, there is a 
iate institution there, under the name of a rafiling- 
shop ; which is, it seems, secretly supported by a 
person who is a deep practitioner in the law,, and 
out of tenderness of conscience has, under the name 
of his maid Sisly, set up this easier way of convey- 
ancing and alienating estates from one family to 
another. He is so far from having an intelligence 
with the rest of the fraternity, that all the humbler 
cheats, who appear there, are out^faced by the 
partners in the bank, and driven off by the reflection 
of superior brass. . This notice is given to all the 
silly faces that pass that way, that tiiey may not, be 
decoyed in by the soft allurement of a nne lady, who 
is the sign to the pageantry. At the same time 
Signior Hawksly, who is the patron of the house- 
hold, is desired to leave off this interloping trade, 
or admit, as he ought to do, the Knights of the In- 
dustry to their share of the spoil. But this little 
matter is only by way of digression. Therefore to 
return to our worthies. 

The present race of terriers and hounds woul'^ 
starve, were it not for the enchanted Actaeon, w^ 
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Ims ;k9pt'the;wliQle Plipk for ipany successions ..of 
buntiii^ ji^iisons. ^etaeon has loQjg tracts of rich 
4ioil ; l>uthad .the misfortune in his youth to fall ^n^' 
4er .the ^power of -sorcery, and'-has been e^ver ^iiice, 
some^parts of the year^-a.deer, and in some parts ^ a 
.man. .While.be is a m^n, such is the force! of ma- 

K*q» he ap. sooner grows .(o such a bulk and fatnes^^ 
It be^isagain turned into a deer, aqd.hunted until 
Jbe is l^an; i4>oia ^hich he returns to his hum^ 
^h)^>!^. Many arts have been tried, and piauy 
,r/^solations taken. by AQt3eon himself, to follow. such 
^methods as would break the enchantment; but ^11 
have hitherto proved ineffectual. I have, therefore, 
-by.midwjght watehings.aud'^muqh care, found out, 
,ihat there; is no way to . save , him from the Jaws 
of his ^hounds, but to destroy Uie pack, which, l)y 
astrological prespience, I find I am destined to per- 
,form. For which, end J have sent out my familiar/ 
ito bring me a: list of all the places where they are 
harbotucedy that I may.. know. where to sound my 
horn, Aiud bri^g jthem together, and t%ke ^n account 
.of. their haunts and their matks, ^gainst another 
opportunity, 

' The author 'Of the enf«iAglettor,.'by hia-Jia^llie^iAod 
uthe ^^{uotatieus^he inakesr;from «ihe.ancieiilis» M^WSja 
'8ort«f 8py'fr4^"the'»^ wodd, «ivdi<Nn we^ modens 
«ught to ) be oat eful « of roffending : i therefore I ^ust 
•» Wfreeiand ownv it^a* faii»hit j|(heTe:hdJ;akesjiie,:ia- 
"^iher ihan disoblige him. 

"Sir, 

^, Having .a peculiar,. humour of desiring to be 

.•somewhat the better or. wiser for, what. I read, I am 

^Iwaya uneasy when, in any profound writer, for I 

read no others, I happen to meet with what I can- 

not,juuder9tand. When .this falls put, it is a great 

, grievance to me J^hat I am notable, to consult the 



«iitiKM*iMBMlf>4b0tti>iHsine«ii9^, fear cewuneirtaAai^ 
fiii««««^et that ^jKve IHtle shwe in uy esteem : -your 
lefaibonitiB trtitiiigs have, ^ftffloiig .many 'OAlieFS, this 
'fRhranlage ; ithat'thmr sutheriisstill alive/ and ready, I 

Ashiaeaitaiaive'ohaitly makes us expeet, taea^plain | 

'whatever may foe fomd ia'them too «ublime. for val- 
late 'undsEatandiiigs. This, 8ir, maizes me presume 
tto ask you, howtke Haiopstead'hero'rSx character 
'Qoidd 'he perfeetly new when the- last -letters^ came 
' atray „ aad^yet 8ir John S«i6kliiig<iso welLacquaiateid 
"niXtk it sixty 'year»«^ ? < L h^pe, . Sir, lyou will^ not 
take this amiss : I can assure you, I .have a fpro- 
'femid respeat €»r ryou, e^hieh makes me write ;this 
-%Rth' the «amediflpoMtioii« wi^ whi<$h'^Lof|^aus^.bids 
-'Qi^ read 'Homert and jPiato. IV&en ii]t:readijig, says 
' he, any - of those eekbrated ia«thors,> we meet - with -a 
passage to which we oanndt wellreeoneile eur rea- 
sons, we inight«irln!lyftobelie¥e, that .were .those 
great * wits present ^ %o ^laaswer ^ for * themselves, we 
(«hoiihi>to oar«w<mdier 4»& conviiiee4> t^at-weoaly 
iftret^pilty «f the- mistakes' we »be£»re ^aUrifauted to 
"iSkem. i If ydu ; think fit - to « reonave ;^e «so!^pleM^t 
Borwf torments me^itdiviUh»tin"€»eouvafendatr^me 

• to- aettle>a ffeqaant^orraapoMdnee watl\^you ; -rseve- 
aal things <^BiliQg^4n my^vrayrwhilh w^idd m^t^^per- 
.'haips, -he vdUeghtlmr (foreign ,4o tjjS(auri;»puvpese,,aad 

* wftiereoniyaliiiltfio|igiits>w«iilA;be« v^ry f a««^taU€Mto 
^yoMCvlioatdtimibleAenKnit, 

I tiwn tlli£^is ctean, aitd *Mr: GreeAhtUt has "con- 
vinced, iiie ihkt^t h&vr Milt nonsense, yfet am*I' not J 
at all 6ffend6d ai him. 



HoR. Are Poet, ^er* 11. 

' I-oini41k' iathi^yco ■" <Such { give. an<L take.' 

Francis. 

Vrhs»4il lhertrueRArt«f4raittefy,'when a man> tar 
VOL. ri. I 
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uaother into ridicule^ and shews at ihe same time he 
'is in good humour, and not urged on by malice 
against the person he rallies. Obadiah G-reenhat 
•has hit this yerywell : for to make an apology to 
Isaac Bickerstaff, an unknown student and horary 
historian, as well as astrologer, and with a grave 
face to say, he speaks of him by the same rules 
with which he would treat Homer or Plato, is to 
place him in company where he cannot expect to 
make a figure ; and make him flatter himself, that it 
is only being named with them which readers him 
most ridiculous. 

I have not known, and I am now passed my grand 
•climacteric, being sixty-four years of age, accord- 
ing to my way of life ; or rather, if you will allow 
punning in an old gentlen^an, according to my way 
i)f pastime: I say, as old as I am, I have not been 
acquainted with many of the Geeenhats. There js, 
indeed, one Zedekiah Greenhat, who is lucky also 
in his way. He has a yery agreeable manner; for 
when he has a mind thoroughly to correct a man, .he 
never .takes from -him any thing, but he allows him 
something for it; or else he blames him for things 
wherein he is not defective, as well as for matters 
wherein he is. This makes a weak man believe.he 
is in jest in the whole. The other day, he told Beau 
Prim, who is thought impotent, * that his mistress 
had declared that she would not have him, because 
he was a sloven, and had committed a rape.' The 
beau bit at the banter, and said very gravely, ^ he 
thought to be clean was as much ins was necessary; 
and that as to the rape, he wondered by what 
witchcraft that should come to her ears ; but it had 
indeed cost him a hundred pounds to hush the 
affair. 

The Greenhatii are a family with small voices and 
short arms, therefore they have power with none 
but their friends : they never call after those who 
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run away from them, or pretend to take hold of yoa 
if you resist. But it has been remarkable that all 
who haye shunned their company, or not listened to 
themy have fallen into the hands of such as have 
knocked out their brains, or broken their bones. I 
have looked over our pedigree upon the receipt of. 
this epistle, and find the Greenhats are a-kin to the 
Staffs. They descend from Maudlin, the left- 
handed wife of Nehemiah Bickerstaff, in the reign 
of Harry the Second. And it is remarkable, that 
they are all left-handed, and have been always very 
expert at single rapi«r. A man must be very much 
used to their play, to know how to defend him- 
self, for their posture is so different from that of 
the right-handed, that you run upon their swords 
if you push forward: and they are in with you, 
if you offer to fall back without keeping your 
giiard. 

There haye been also letters lately sent to me 
which relate to other people : among ^e rest, some 
whom I haye heretofore declared to be so, are de- 
ceased. I must not, therefore, break through rules 
so far, as to speak ill of the dead. This maxim ex- 
tends to all but the late Partridge, who still denies 
his death. I am informed, indeed, by several, that 
he walks ; but I shall, with all convenient speed, 
try him. - 

Si, Jameses Coffee-heuse, August 24. 

We hear from Toumay, that on the night between 
the twenty-second and twenty-third, they went on 
with their works in the enemy's mines, and levelled 
the earth which was taken out of them. The next 
day, at eight in the morning, when the French ob- 
served we were relieving our trenches, they sprung 
a larger mine than any they had fired during the 
siege, which killed only four private centinels. Thp 
ensuing night we had three men and two offic 

i2 
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ttiH'ed; us tA»y srevea- meo wounded B^twrna^ikte* 
tweikty-ioutiiit ati^ twenty-^Mh^ we repaired some' 
works whick^ iStkB- eaeaif had- mned. Oft tbe nextr 
day, some of tile eneniy'i^ magwdnee blew of ;. amil 
it i9 thovgiit they- were destpoye^ oa parpoee^ liyi 
some oFtheirmeiiv who<areinipalieiKt)of the Haffdslup* 
of thepresent service. There ha pp en ed nothiiig pa- 
markable for two or diree days^ follomig. A de- 
serter, who erane out of the oilkid'el on llle twra^F^ 
seventh, says, the garrison^ isbponght to> the*utnovl 
netsessity ; that their bread: and water are both, very 
bad ; and that lliey were reduced to eiut haiee-fl^f^ 
The manner of fighting hi this siege has diseoveved 
a gallantry in oar men, unknown- 1^ Idnnev ages ; 
.their meeting wift adVeme paHieS' aader i^rouad^ 
wtere every step is taken wi<fr apprehensiona of 
being blown ap wi^ mines below them> or crashed 
by the faU of the eartli above them, and all this aeled 
in darkness, has somethkig i» ifl more tenribl^ llian 
lis ever met with: in any other f art €# a solii^a duty. 
However, tims is performed with great oheevfalkieee. 
In oth^ parts cyf the war we have also good pros- 
pects': Count Thaun ha» taken Amieey, avo likm 
Connt de Merci marehed hita Franclla Compt^^ 
while hi9 Electoral Higfanese ia mach superior in 
number to Monsieur d' Rareawt ; sa that bath oa 
the side of Savoy and Germany, we have raaaan ta 
expect vary suddenly aovm (re%t eveAtp 

N^ 60. SATURDAY, AUGUST 27, 1709. 



Jvv. 8«t. I. M, 80. 
Whatever men do» or say, or thinks or dream^ 
Our motfey paper seizes for tts tiieme. P. 

WhUi^9 Ckocaidte-hfome, Anguti 26. 
To proceed regularly in the history of my worfhiea, 
I ought to give an account of idiat has passed from 
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day to day in this place ; bat a young fellow of my 
acquaintance has so lately been rescued out of the 
hands of the Knights of the Industry, that I rather 
chuse to relate the manner of his escape from them, 
and the uncommon way which was used to reclaim 
him, than to go on in my intended diary. 

You are to know then, that Tom Wildair is a stu- 
dent of the Inner Temple, and has spent his time, 
since he left the university for that place, in the 
common diversions of men of fashion ; that is to 
say, in whoring, drinking, and gaming. The two 
former viceis he had from his father; but was led 
into the last by the conversation of a partizan of the 
Myrmidons who had chambers near him. His al- 
lowance from his father was a very plentiful one for 
u man of sense, but as scanty for a modem fine gen- 
tleman. His frequent losses had reduced him to so 
necessitous a condition, that his lodgings were al- 
ways haunted by impatient creditors; and all his 
thoughts employed in contriving low methods to 
support himself in a way of life from which he knew 
not how to retreat, and in which he wanted means 
to proceed. There is never wanting some good na- 
tured person to send a man an account of what he 
has no mind to hear ; therefore, many epistles were 
conveyed to the fatiier of this extravagant, to in- 
form him of the company, the pleasures, the dis- 
tresses, and entertainments, in which his son passed 
his time. The old fellow received these advices 
with all the pain of a parent, but freiquently con- 
sulted his pillow, to know how to behave himself on , 
such important occasions, as the welfare of his son, ^ 
and the safety of his fortune. After many agita- f i 
tions of mind, he reflected, that necessity was the I 
usual snare which made men fall into meanness, and i 
that a liberal fortune generally made a liberal and 
honest mind ; he resolved, therefore, to save b»— 
from hisruin, by giving him opportunities of ta^ 

I 9 
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what it is to be at ease, and enclosed to him the fol- 
lowing order upon Sir Tristram Cash. 

*Sut, 

* Pray pay to Mr. Thomas Wildair, or order, the 
sum of one tiiousand pounds, and plaoe it to the ac- 
count of yours, 

Humphrey Wildair/ 

Tom was so astonished with the receipt of this or- 
der, that though he knew it to be his fatiber's hand« 
«ud that he had always large sums at Sir Tristram's, 
yet a thousand pounas was a trust of which hifi con- 
duct had always inade him appear so little capable, 
that he kept his note by him, until be writ to hb fa- 
ther the following letter : 

* Honoured Father, 

* I have reqeiyed an order under your .hand for 
a thousand pounds, in words at length ; and I think 
I .could swear it is your own band^ I hav.e looked it 
over and over twenty thousand timesu T)iere js, in 
nlain letters, T, b, o, u, s, a« n^ d; imd after it, the 
iettera P, o, u, n, d, s. I hay«e it still by me^ and 
fiball, I believe^ .continue reading it until J he:^ firojpi 
y^u.' 

The oM fefltleinan took no maaner of notiee of 
liie receipt of thas letter;; ^butefuit diim attoiher«nfer 
for Jfk»ee liiouMnd .pounds more. His amasement 
t)n thfe efKf96fd latter was unspeakable. He imme- 
diat€»hjr'dotfbrle4oicked ids door, and sat (down 4save- 
ftl% «o t-eadlng aoid ooQipaRBg both rhis ordeni. 
Affiei* lie had read them vHtil he .was half mad^ lie 
Hralfeeid £Mt«r stufeftvimviB in iiis chamber, then opens 
M^ door, ^en -^locks it ^mgaim ; and .to emmaane tko- 
M^^Htfihis matter, 9m imks hk idoor again, fiuts 
Ms tlMe flMd tdtms <agfaiivt it; then goes iirto dds 
t#<d!B«l;, <ail4, toAkiigiSmBeMxiu^ ireadihb. notes osmer 
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agun about niiieteeii times, which did but increfuie 
his astonishmeDt. Soon after, he began to recollect 
many stories he had formeily heard of persons, who 
had been possessed with imaginations and appear* 
ances which had bo foundation in nature, but had 
been taken with sudden madness in the midst of a 
seeming clear and untainted reason. This made 
him yegr gravely conclude he wa3' out of his wits ; 
and, with a design to compose himself, he immedi- 
^telj betakes him to his nightcap, with a resolution 
to sleep himself into his fooner poverty and senses. 
To be^ therefore he goes at noon-day; but soon rose 
again, and resolved to visit Sir Tnstram upon this 
occasion. He did so, and dined with the knight, 
expecting he would mention some ad^ee from his 
father about paying him money ; but no such thing 
bemg said, * Look you. Sir Tristiam,^ said he, * you 
are to know that an a^flfair has happened, which — 
^ Look you,' says Tristram, * I know, Mr. Wildair, 
you are goin^ to desire me to advance; but the late 
eail of tbe baak, where I have not yet made mv last 
payment, has obliged me.' — Tom interrupted him, 
£^ ahowing lum the biti of a thousand pounds. 
When he had Ipoked at it £cir a convenient time, 
and as often aurveyed Tom's looks and oountenance; 
' Look you, Mr. ITddair, a thousand pounds' — Be^ 
fere he could proceed, he shows him the xirder for 
three tiiousand more-^Sir Tristram examined the 
ordera at the light, and finding at the writing the 
name, 4here was a aertain stroke in one letter which 
4he father and he had agseied shoidd be ito such di- 
rections as he desured might he moce immediately 
^lOBoured, he ferlliwilh pays the jnoney. The pos- 
aespion ^ lour thousand pounds gave my yoiing 
jgentlemaa a new train of thoughts : heiiegan to t^ 
fleet upon hisbirlifa, tl|e great axpectations he was 
•bom io, and 'the unsuitable ways he had long.i: 
sued. "IiMlead^if ithat >wnthinking 'Creatuie h^ 
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before, he is now proyident, generous, and discreet. 
The father and son have an exact and regular cor* 
respondence, vnth mutual and uniyersal confidence 
in each other. The son looks upon his father as the 
best tenant he could have in the country, and the 
father finds the most safe banker he could have in 
the city. 

WiU's Coffee-kause, August 26. 

There is not any thing in nature so extrayagant, 
but that you will nnd one man or other that shall ^ 
practise or maintain it; otherwise Harry Spondee 
could not have made so long an harangue as he did 
here this eyening, concerning the force and efficacy 
of well-applied nonsense. Among ladies, he posi- 
tively ayerred, it was the most prevailing part of 
eloqHience : and had so little complaisance as to 
say, ' a woman is never to foe taken by her reason, 
but always by her passion.' He proceeded to as-^ 
sert, * the way to move that, was only to astonish 
her. I know,' continued he, ' a very late instance 
of this ; for being, by accident, in the room next to 
Strephon, I could not help over-hearing him,, as he 
made love to a certain great lady's woman. The 
true method, in your application to one of this se- 
cond rank of understanding, is not to elevate and 
surprise, but rather to ielevate and amaze. Strephon 
is a perfect master in this kind of persuasion : his 
way is to run over, with a soft air, a multitude of 
words, without meaning or connexion ; but such as 
do each of them apart give a pleasing idea, though 
they have nothing to do with each other as he as- 
senibles them. After the common phrases of salu- 
tation, and making his entry into the room, I per- 
ceived he had taken the fair nymph's hand, and luss- 
ing it, said, ' Witness to my happiness, ye groves ! 
be still, ye rivuleti^ ! Oh I woods, caves, fountains, 
trees, dcdes, mountabs, hills, and streams ! Oh ! 



fairest! could yqii love me.!' To which I over- 
heard her answer, with, a very pretty lisp, * Oh ! 
StreiphoDy you are a dangerous creature : why dq 
you- talk these tender things to me ? but you men of 
wit^ — * Ifi it then possible/ said- the enamoured 
Strephon,/ that she regards my sorrow ? Ob ! pity, 
^ou balmy cure to a heart overloaded!* i€ rapture, 
solicitation, soft desire, and pleading anxiety— But 
stilM live in ^e most afitictin^ of all circupistances, 
doubt — Cannot my charmer, name the place and 
moment? 

" l^ere all* those joys insa^ably to prove, 
With which rich beauty feeds the glutton.loye.^ 

' Forgive qi^,, madam ; it i& not that my heart ia 
weaiQr of its chain, but*^ — This incoherent stuf)^ 
was answered by a tender sigh, * Why do you put 
your wii to a weak woman V Strephon saw he had, 
made some progress in her heart, and pursued it, by 
saying that, * He would certainly wait upon her a^ 
such an hour, qeax Rosamond's pond ; and then. — 
Ibe sylvan 4eiti.es, apd rural powers of the place;, 
sacred and inviolable to love, love the mover of all 
noble arts, should hear l^isf vows i;ep^ated by the 
streams ai^il echoes.' The, assignation was accord- 
ingly made. This style he calls the unintelligible 
method of spefd(.iBg his mind : and- 1 will engage, 
had this gallant spoken plain Epglish, she had neve^ 
i^derstood him half so readily : (or we may ts^ke it 
(or granted,^ ^at he will be esteemed as a very cold( 
loves;, "^bQ difl^pvers to his mistress that hf is m ^is 
senile?. 

The following letter canie to my hand, with a 
revest to have the »ttbject recommended to our 
readen, particularly the smart fellows; who are 
desired to repair to Major Touch-hole, who can help 
them to firelocks that are only fit for exercise. 
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' Just ready for the Press, 

* Mars Triumphant ; or London's Glory : being 
the whole art of encampment, with the method of 
embattling armies, marching them off, posting the 
officers, forming hollow squares, and the various 
ways of paying the salute with the half pike ; as it 
was performed by the trained-bands of London this, 
year, one thousand seven hundred and nine, in that 
nursery of Bellona the Artillery-ground. Wherein 
you have a new method how to form a strong line of 
foot, with large intervals between each platoon, yery 
useful to prevent the breaking-in of horse. A civil 
way of performing the military ceremony; wherein, 
the major alights from his horse, and at the head of 
his company salutes the lieutenant-colonel ; and the 
lieutenant-colonel, to return the compliment, cour- 
teously dismounts, and after the same manner salutes 
his major ; exactly as it was performed^ with abun- 
dance of applause, on quell mutineering captains ; 
with several other things alike useful for the public. 
To which is added, an appendix by Major Touch- 
hole ; proving the method of discipline now used in 
our armies to be very defective : with an essay to- 
wards an amendment. Dedicated to the lieutenant- 
colonel of the first regiment. 

%* Mr. Bickerstaff has now in the press, * A 
defence of awkward fellows against the class of the 
smarts ; with a dissertation upon tbe gravity which 
becomes weighty persons. Illustrated by way of 
fable, and a discourse on the nature of the elephant, 
the cow, the dray-horse, and the dromedarv, which 
have motions equally steady and grave. To this is 
added a treatise written by an elephant, according 
to Pliny, against receiving foreigners into the forest, 
adapted to some present circumstances. Together 
with allusions to such beasts as declare against the 
poor Palatines.' 
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Qukquid agunt himines- 



nostri ett farrago UbeUi. 

Juv. Sat. i. 85, 86. 

Wliate'er men do, or say, or think, or dream, 
Our motley paper seizes for its theme. P. 

White's Chocolate-hmue, August 29. 

Among many phrases which have crept into con- 
versation, especially of such company as frequent 
this place, there is not one which misleads me more, 
than that of ' a Fellow of a great deal of fire.' This 
metaphorical term. Fire, has done much good in 
keeping coxcombs in awe of one another; but at 
the same time it has made them troublesome to every 
body else. You see, in the very air of 'a Fellow 
of Fire,' something so expressive of what he would 
be at, that if it were not for self-preservation, a man 
would laugh out. 

I had last night the fate to drink a bottle with two 
of these Firemen, who are indeed dispersed, like the 
Myrmidons, in aU quarters, and to be met with 
among those of the most different education. One 
of my companions was a scholar with Fire, and 
the otiier a soldier of the same complexion. My 
learned man would fall into disputes, and argue 
without any manner of provocation or contradiction ; 
the other was decisive without words, and would 
give a shrug or an oath to express his opinion. My 
learned man was a mere scholar, and my man of 
war as mere a soldier. The pulicularity of the 
first was ridiculous, that of the second terrible. 
They were relations by blood, which in some mea- 
sure moderated their extravagances towards each 
other : I gave myself up merely as a person c' 
note in the company, but as if brought to ^ 



vinced that I was an inconsiderable thing, any 
othefwise than diat they would ^how daoh otker to 
me, and make me spectator of the triumph they 
alternately enjoyed. The scholar has been very 
conversant with bo(^s, and ' the other with' men, 
only ; ^which makds them both superficial : for the 
taste of books is iiecessary to oar behaviour in the 
best company, and th^ knowledge 6f m^ isk'equired 
for a true relish of books : but they have both Fire, 
which makes due pass for a man of sense, and the 
^ther f6r a fine gentleknan. 'I fbuhdj^IcoAld easily 

• *ii6iigh pia^s niy <^e 'with ' Are s^t)*^r : f6r if 1. 
'I^eemed'not'to dojustice't^Us -jpatts's^ ft^iiioL^iits, 
he pitied me,^^^d let me alone. But the wdrriOr 
'Wotifdnotia it rest there; I mifst kn^v alPihat 

happened if^fthin his shallow 6bseiVdtidns of the 
' natttre of the 'Wkr : to' all * Sffbfch ' he added ^rf *air of 
'fdztn^ss, atid-t^litetnptbf^ those of his c<biinpahi6ns 
^N/rho'wereefminent fordeHghtitig'lii die ^ercise aiid 
'fcrio^rted^e Af liieir dtity. Thas 'It is, » fliAt till ttie 

young fellows of much animal life,^^dii%^^ttnder- 
' ^ndiiig,' Who irepair to our ^tiiiies, usurp tipon the 

coavisrsatfto 6f t^k^<tth!iAe Vk^n^ isthdet\he'it(!/d6n bf 

^he<^6rd')f^s'l!r6t %e^ir bf'gy<^tei* tfile^ to ^hittc^w 
lovers; %o^dp'p!y thieta ^iflt tihtlt to Iheir^^ftl^^ss^s, 
'than it Ms b'e^n'tor^^iinded 'm^ bf |>leatrtfre,'to 
sii|>|)ort''th(fhi'in'%eittgbett^nd dull, kM saj^iiig^of 
eVety fbbl bfth^r'-dtdfer, < Sucfh-a ^otie^has Kfe/ 
^e^e is QdlemM ^Tf^ndu^dn, 'HHio marches i^ith 
divisibus i^dy 6n 'ail ocba^idiis ; "af hero* w»bo nfev^r 
•»dWibtdd^ in >%is*l*, ^«ht^ls fever p68itiveiy>fix^d-4n 

* ^6 1v]K]ifig; n6t t^t bf t)bsthlM6 bflinibn, ^bht iiivlii- 




lt» ls^^fcTy<5|i4ihiippy for <Ms lafitude bf L6lld6n, 

*\lhkt1tfl^16ii^i^l^f>r jiuHiftis icftn-l^tot i>iilyfa(rM($ii, 

'^hetbit; b:iid^a'sbt of cdiai^<Sn 'phiases' bf i^aliAlitldn, 

to fi^ss ^With ^'ito (ilthiBr^^ccotofpliiftn^eilt8,'^4n''ihi8 
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'nl^icinof freedbUi^ JBof m4ii bf'cdnyeir^atibh'abd s^tise. 

Airiihede oiil^tto'preifetod to'ft, ifcjtfo offeo'd;'!^! 

'they caWy 1t so'ftir as'tb be'W^lgi^ht Whether thdy 

otfend or n<it ; * for they have 'Fite.' 1»ut their' fotce 

' ditffers from* true lipi^lt, "as ftiuch las'fe Vlcidus forhi a 

* '^eiiiesome %orse. A' iiiati of ^ire' fe" a general enenly 

'to all the Vditeirs 'where yo^ 'dridk ; 1s the biily taian 

affronted at the company's being n^glebt^d; anfd 

U4kes the dhfwets dbrbUd, h^ Mkt de cAam^e and 

footnofan at hcMe, ktioWh'e 'is iidt ^o 'be 'provoked 

Without Hanged. 

This is n6t 'me 'Tii-ie ttf&t ^acnMat^ the h6ble 

UtAririui^ a 'y6?Utli of good tidbire, lAlffabiRty, attd 

'Woderati6'n. 'He comnisflnds Us ih&b ^ as ' an'ikitel'K- 

•ffen^e itibV^s its otb:'he»is the^vifel*Kfe,^tid Ms 

' blfficefs the 'Hmbs of lihe Machine. Hfs ^vivaci^jr^is 

'&^en ih'^dohig air^he bffices bf life'^v^'Hadin^ss of 

^iplrifind pi^pViety^fa' the*WMifer of ^doirfg Ih^to. 

To'fce ever rfc^tive !h latfddble Wiriuiti, * is the dfe- 

tiftguiiThiiilg ihaVieler bfW Ait) of merit : 'V«rhile^^e 

common b^Sdvi'b'ar of every griy ck)xe'tob of Fire 

' IS, to be c^bA'tfd^AUy in' ffie Vtbirg, atid 'daVe to pfer- 

sist in it. 



Wiir$ C&fee-'kmue, Augu8i29. 

'It' is a ebthnibn obJeM^n %iiAi»t Writi!f^sM6f a 

Sitiridil mixture, thk th^y hfirt' m^ %n[ fheir*^^- 

tationSy and' consequently in thcai' fbrtiih^s leMicf {)os- 

^s^dkibfts ; bat a'g^fttKbiiian i^bftequ^ts^&rVdam 

declared he was of opinion it ought to be so^^bvfdbd 

"^ch »pfe'rfortiiane^s •had ith^r'prbpfer ffestrtfctions. 

'The'^i^kt^st'etf^Isln htittiAi' society ^te subh'tts no 

•'law'*fcfti ctoe' dt; "as in' the tfSse of ingrktftude, 

^wWi^^e ffie iiSfifo^er of 6fbfli^ng'fery cMen leaVes^e 

'Veii^l&c^bT 'Wfthb^t W^tis of 'denf&naihg Id^ibe, 

m^^httat^tWy cTri^MiVaiifee'^hdUld be^the'hibre 

l^ih^g to ^e^ fer^bn Whb'hds Ve<!^ei^ed'the*bfeUgfit. 

Dn^«ii8h an bcb8ii8to, ifc*llMt'fee-*t<dsM«e^T6r'Hh^ 

VOL. II. K 
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malefactor to escape? and is it not lawful to set 
Bnarks upon persons who live within the law, and do 
base things? shall not we use the same protection 
of those laws to punish them, which they have to 
defend themselves ? We shall therefore take it for 
a yery moral action to find a good appellation for 
offenders, and to turn them into rwcule under 
' feigned names. 

I am advertised by a letter of August 25, that 
the name of Coppersmith has yery much wanted 
explanation in tne city, and by that means is un- 
justly given, by those who are conscious they deserve 
it themselves, to an honest and worthy citizen be- 
longing to the Copper Office; but tiiat word is 
framed out of a moral consideration of wealth 
amongst men, whereby he that has gotten any part 
of it by injustice and extortion, is to be thought in 
the eye of virtuous men so much the poorer for such 
gain. Thus; all the gold which is torn from our 
neighbours, by making advantage of their wants^ is 
Copper ; and I authorise the Lombards to distin- 
guish themselves accordingly. All the honest, who 
make a reasonable profit, both for the advantage of 
themselves and those they deal with, are Goldsmiths ; 
but those who tear unjustly all they can, Copper- 
smiths. At the same^time, I desire him who b most 
guilty, to sit down satisfied with riches and contempt, 
and be known by the title of ' The Coppersmiu ;' 
as being the chidf of that respected, contemptible 
fraternity. 

This IS the case of all others mentioned in our 
Lucubrations : particularly of Stentor, who goes on 
in his vociferations at St. Paul's with so much ob- 
stinacy, that he has received admonition from St. 
Peters for it, from a person of eminent wit and 
piety ; but who is by old age reduced to the infir- 
mity of sleeping at a service, to which he had been 
. fifty years attentive ; * and whose death, whenever it 
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happens, may, with that of the saints, well be called 
* falling asleep :' for the innocence of his life makes 
faim expect it as indifferently as he does his ordinary 
rest. This gives him a cheerfulness of spirit to 
rally on his own weakness, and hath made him 
write to Stentor to hearken to my admonitions. 
' Brother Sti^ntor,' said he, * for the repose . of the 
church, hearken to Bickerstaff ; and consider that, 
while you arb so devout at St. Paul's, we cannot 
sleep for you at St. Peter's.' 

From my own Apartment, August 29. 

There has b^een lately sent me a much harder, 
question than was ever yet put me since I pro- 
fessed astrology ; to wit, how far, and to what age, 
women ought to make their beauty the chief con- 
cern ? The regard and care of their faces and per- 
sons are as variously to be considered, as their com- 
plexions themselves differ ; but if one may transgress 
against the careful practice of the fair sex so much 
as to give an opinion against it, I humbly presume, 
that less care, better applied, would increase their 
empire, and make it last as long as life. Whereas 
now, from their own example, we take our esteem of 
their merit from it ; for it is very just that she who 
values herself only on her beauty, should be regarded 
by others on no other consideration. 

There is certainly a liberal and a pedantic education 
among women, as well as men ; and the merit lasts 
accordingly. She therefore that is bred with' freer 
dom, and in good company, considers men accord- 
ing to their respective characters and distinction; 
while she, that is locked up fron^ such observations, 
will consider her father's butler, not as a butler,, but 
as a man. In like manner, when men converse with 
women, the well-bred and intelligent are looked 
upon with an observation suitable to their different 
talents or accomplishments, without respect to the' 

X2 
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sex; n^liile a loere woman caii be observed. under no 
coDsidenitipn but that of a woman ; and there can 
be but. one reason, for placing; any value upon her^ 
Of losing timp ill her. company. '^Therefore, I am of 
opi|||ony that the rule for j^leasipg long is^ to obtain' 
such qualifications as wpuLd^ niake ^em so, were 
they not women. 

Let the beauteousL (J^lomira then s^ow us her real 
' face, a^d know ijis^ every stage of life has its^ 
peculiar charms, and that tl^ere is no necessity for 
nfty to be fifteen. That childish colouring of her 
cheeks is now as ungraceful as that shape would 
h^ye been wlfen hex face, wore its realL countenani^e. 
Siie has sense, and ought to know, thajlj if she will 
not iofioyr^ i^Uur^, i^atijLi;e will follpi^, her. Time' 
t£i^i^ h^, VD^ade tl^l^ peifsoq. whiph had, when I visiteil 
hex gij^d&t^r, q^ agre<^able bloom> sprightly air/ 
9j^ spit utteijance^: ^(>^ no l^Sjs gjracej^ul in a lovely 

wec^ an %wj^ n^^er, ai^d maternal wisdom. 

lut her be^ wa^ '^o. ^^i ^W hjer first character, 
th^t shie neglects^ ^nd i^fjjx,^^ a1;);L^r' present; not 
t|i^t sb^ is agau^^ ajmp^e. sjllayc^d condu,9t in others^ 
for ^l^e recoQui^egii^dj^ g^i^'iritj, ^i];ci;imspectipn, and 
sjeyeri^j pf coiuitei^anQ.f. ^o feer daugjbiter. Thus^ 
agaiasjt ail chronology, the girl is ui^ sai^e, the 
motbeic^e jjine lady. 

But these great e^yils proc,^i9d fypm ^ unaccojunt- 
ablv iy^4 i^thod ii^ t^e edi^cation of th^e better ifiU 
of tij^ if.oi;l4y the women. T^^! ^y^ 9^9 s.uc^ ^bing 
a% a. s^,n4a^ for good-bree^ii^. I wa^ t;he other 
day ^i mj lady Wealthy 'i^, and a^ked one W her 




^%9ae q\i^tio9. ^^e ansyreVs, ' What is that to 
y<i^> you 9I4 thief?' an4 gives me '^ ^lap on t^e 

I <Jefy. ^i^j |Q^ m :pnplftn4, ^xcept li^ kno^s tfie. 
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family before he enters, to be able to judge whether 
he shall be agreeable or. not when he comes into it. 
ITou find either some odd old woman, who is per- 
mitted to rule as- long as she lives, in hopes of her 
death, and to interrupt all things ; or some imper- 
tinent young woman, who will talk sillily upon the 
strength of looking beautifully. I will not answer 
for it, but it may be, that I (like all other odd fellows) 
have a fondness for the fashions and manners 
which prevailed when I was young and in fashion 
myself. But certain it is, that the taste of grace and 
beaiity is very much lowered. The fine women they 
shew me now-a-days are at best but pretty girls to 
me who have seen Sacharissa, when all the world 
repeated the poems she inspired; and Villaria,* 
when a youthful king was her subject. The thing* 
you follow, and make songs on now, should be sent 
to knit, or sit down to bobbins or . bone-lace : they 
are indeed neat, and so are their sempstresses ; they 
are pretty, and so are their handmaids. But that 
graceful motion, that awful mien, and that winning 
attraction, which grew upon them from the thoughts 
and conversations they met with in my time, are 
now no more seen. They tell me I am old : I am 
glad I am so : for I do not like your present young 
ladies. 

Those among us who set up for any thing of 
decorum, do so mistake the matter, that they offend 
on the other side. Five young ladies, who are of 
no small fame for jtheir great severity of manners, 
and exemplary behaviour, would lately go no where 
with their lovers but to ah organ loft in a church ; 
where they had a cold treat, and some few opera 
song^ to their great refreshment and edification. 
Whether these prudent persons had not been as 
much so if this bad been done at a tavern, is not 
very hard to determine. It is such silly s^rts and 

• Th6 Duchess of Cleveland. 
K 3 



incoherences m these* which mdertalue the )>eaa- 
teoiia sex, nnd puzzle us in our choice o^ sweetness 
of temper and simplicity of manners, which are the 
only lasting charms of woman. But I must leave 
this iipportant subject* at present, for some matters 
which press for publication : as you yniX observe in 
th^ followipg letter : 

<I«ondoii, Au(^t86, Artillery Oronnd. 
« Dear Sir, 
* It is natural ^r distant relations to -claim Kin- 
dred with a rising family ; though at this time zeal 
to my country, not interest, calls me out. Hie 
city-rorces bemg shortly to take the field, all good 
protestants would be pleased that their arms and 
valour should shine w^ equal lustre. A council of 
war was lately held, the Honourable Colonel Mortar 
being president. After many debates, it was unani- 
mously resolved, That Major Blunder, a most expert 
oiicer, should ]be detached for Birmingham, to duf 
arms, and to prove his firelodLs on the spot, as well 
to prevent expense, as disappointment in the day €f 
baUle. Hie major being a person of consummate 
experience, was invested with a discretionary 
pcTwer. fie knew from ancient story, ihat securing 
the rear, and making a glorious retreat, was tl^ 
most celebrated piece of conduct. Accordingly such 
measures were takfsn to prevent surprise in the rear 
of his arms, that even Pallas herself, in the shape of 
rust, could not invade thepi. They were drawn into 
close order, firmly embodied, and arrived securely 
without touch-holes. Great and national actions 
deserve popular applause ; and as praise is no ex- 
pense to the public, ^therefore, dearest .kinsman, 2 
communicate this to you, as well to oblige this nur- 
sery of heroes, as to do justice to my native 
country. I am, 

.Your most affectionate Junsman, 

Offspring Twig.* 
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%* A war-horse belonging to one of ^he Colonels 
of wie artillery, to be let or S0I4. ' He Aay be seen 
adorned with ribbands, and set'forih to the best ad- 
yantage, the next training day. 
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Qmefui4 aguHi komint 

nostri est farrago HbellL 

JtJV. Sat. i. 85,86. 
Whatever good is done j whatever iU ' ■ ' 
By human Utiii^i, shall this collection fill. 

Whitens Chocolate-house, August 31. 
This place being frequented by persons of con- 
dition, I am desired to recommend a doff-kennel to 
any 'who shall want a pack. It lies not far from 
Snffolk-street, and is kept by two who Were formerly 
dragoons in the Trench service ; but left plundering 
for the more orderly life of keeping ddgH : besid^b 
that, according to their expectation, they iind^it 
more profitable, as well as moife condiicing to the 
safety of their skin, to follow this trade, Ihan the 
beat of drum. Their residence' is ver^ cohrenient 
to follow the scent. The most eminent of the ken- 
nel arie blood-hounds, which lead th^ van,' and are 
as follow: 

A List of the Dogs. 

Jowler, of a right Irish breed, c'alled Captain. 

JRcickwood j of frenc^ race, with long hair^ by the 
courtesy of ^uglan^, called ako Captain. 

pompey, a tall hound, kennelled in a convent in 
France, an^'knows a rich soil. 

These two last .hunt in couple, and are followed by 

Jlingwood, a Trench black whelp of the same 
breed, a fine ope'n-moujthed dojg; and an old sick 
bound always i.ii kennel, biit of the true blood, with 
a good nose, French breed. 
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There is also an Italian grey-honnd, with good 
legs, and knows perfectly the ground from Ghent to 
Paris. 

Ten setting dogs, right English. 

Four Mongrels of the same nation. 

And twenty whelps fit for any game. 

These curs are so extremely hungry, that they are 
too keeti at the sport, and worry their game before 
the keepers can come in. The other day a wild 
boar from the north rushed into the kennel, and at 
first, indeed, defended himself against the whole 
pack : but they proved at last too many for him, and 
tore twenl^-five pounds of fiesh from off his back, 
with which they filled their bellies, and made so 
great a noise in the neighbourhood, that the keepers 
are obliged to hasten the sale. That quarter of the 
town where they are kennelled is generally in- 
habited by strangers, whose blood the hounds have 
often sncked in such a manner, that many a German 
count, and other virtuosi, who came from the Con- 
tinent, have lost the intention of their travels, and 
been unable to proceed on their journey. 

if these hounds are not very soon disposed of to 
some gopd purchaser, as also those at the kennels 
nearer St. James's, it is humbly proposed, that they 
may be altogether transportea to America, where 
the dogs are few, and the wild beasts many ; or that, 
during their stay in these parts, some eminent justice 
of the peace may have it in particular, direction to 
visit their harbours ; and that the sheriff of Middle* 
sex may allow him the assistance of the common 
hangman to cut off their eaxs, or part of them, for 
distinction-sake, that we may know the bloodhounds 
from the mongrels and setters. Until these things 
are regulated, you may inquire at a house belonging 
to Paris, at the upper-end of Suffolk-street or a 
house belonging to Ghent, opposite to the lower end 
of Pall-mall, and know further. 



G2. tATLBR. 105 



i\ 



It were to be wished tbat these curs were disposed: 
of; for it IS a ver^ g^eat nuisance to have them 
tolerated in cities. That of London t^iUes care, tl}at 
the ' coinmon hiint/ aissisted by thjB Serjeants and' 
bail^^s, expel. t|ljiem. whenever they^ aip found witHin 
the walls; thouglj it 13 said sonoLe.^ri^vate families 
keep theni, to the destructjbn of t^pir' neighbours V 
but it. is desired^ tb^t iSl.\f)io know 'any of these 
ciirs, Qr b.av^e/beeiy. bit by them, would send me their 
marks, and th^ houses where l^ey are harboured ; 
and I do npt doubt but I^ shall^ alarm tJjie people so 
well^ as io ho-ve tl^em used Ijke mad dd^s wherever 
they >ppea^. ' In the miean time, 1 advise al] such 
as VnterjiLin. this kind of veniiinVthat if they give me 
tijooeW notice. that thjeir dogs are dismissed^ I shall 
let i;^em''gb' unregarded; otherwise ain obliged to 
acUnoiush my tellow-^ubiects in tliik l^half^ and in- 
s^ucv'tj^l^na hpw to avpiabeihjg* worried? when they 
are ^oihg about their iietw;ful ^^Q^s^ibns and callings. 
There was, l^ijcly a youn^ gentj^man bit to the bone; 
wl^b has pi>iy lA^'gd recovered lus l^alth, but is as 
les^n as a $]^e1eton. ' Xt ^^^^Ycdngiy \^^^, ^b see a gen- 
t^ems^n's son j^n an^qi^jg t^^hbunds ; but he is, the^ 
ietfme, as fleet' and as dap^erous as the liest of the 
pack. 

WiWs Coffee-ham* Augwt 31. 

This evening was spent at our table in discourse 
of propriety of words and thouffhts, which is Mi". 
liryden^s aefiiiitioh of ifWi"; TSut'ia very odd fellow, 
w^o would in^iie upon lis^ and lias a briskness of 
iinaffiiiation mbre lik^ madness Aiati regular ^thoughts. 
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ran to the senate' with a ^hotn in his foot, to tien of a 
victory/' We were astonished at th^ assertion, and 
Spondee asted him, 'l^M'&ffinity is there between 
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that boy and Harry , that you say their merit has so 
near a resemblance as you just now told us V * Why,' 
says he, ' Harry, you know, is in the French inter- 
est; and' it was more pain to him to tell the story of 
Toumay, than to the boy to run upon a thorn to re- 
late the victory which he was glad of/ The gentle- 
man, who was in the chair upon the subject of pro- 
prie^ of 'words and thoughts, would by no means 
allow that there was wit in his comparison; and 
urged, that 'to have any thing gracefully said, 
it tfiust be natural; but that whatsoeyer was in- 
troduced in common discourse with so much pre- 
meditation, was insufferable/ That critic went on : 
'Had Mr. Jacks,' said he, * told him the citadel 
was taken, and another had answered, < he deserves 
a statue as well as the Roman boy, for he told it with 
as much pain, itmighthave passed for a sprightly ex- 
pression ; but there is a wit for dbcourse, and a wit 
for writing. The easiness and familiarity of the first 
is not to savour in the least of study ; but the exact- 
ness of the o&er is to admit of something like the 
freedom of discourse, especially in treatises of 
humanity, and what regards the heUei lettres. I do 
not in this allow, that Bickerstaff's Tatlers, or dis- 
courses of wit by retaU, and for the penny, should • 
come within the description of writing.' I bowed 
at his compliment^ and — But he would not let me 

proceed. 

You see in no place of conversation the perfection 
of speech so much as in an accomplished woman. 
Whether it be, that there is a partiality irresistible 
when we judge of that sex, or whatever it is, you 
may observe a wonderful freedom in their utterance^ 
andf an easy flow of words, without being distracted 
(as we often are who read much) in the choice of 
dictions and phrases, My lady Courtly is an instance 
of this. She was talking the other day of dress^ 
and did it with so excellent an air and gesture, that 
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you would have sworn she had-leani^d her action 
mm our Demosthenes. Besides which, her words 

' were so peculiarly' well adapted to the matter she 
talked of, that though dress was a new thing to us 
men, she avoided the terms of art in it, and de- 
scribed an unaffected garb and manner, in so proper 
terms, that she came up to that of Horace's ' nm- 

. plex munditUs ;' which whoever can translate in two 
words, has as much eloquence as lady Courtly. I 
took the liberty to tell her, that all she had said with 

' so much good grace, was spoken in two words in 

' Horace; but would not undertake to translate them : 
upon which she smiled, and told me, 'she believed 
me a very great scholar ;' and I took my leave. 

JFVom nuf owm ApartmeiU, Atigust 31. 

I have been just now reading the introduction to 
his history of Cataline, by Sallust, an author who is 
very much in my favour; but when I reflect upon 
his professing hunself wholly disinterested, and at 
the same time see how industrio^sly he has avoided 
saying any thing to the praise of Cicero, to whose 
vigilance the commonwealth owed its safety, it very 
much lessens my esteem for that writer; and is one 
argument amongst others, for laughing at all who 
pretend to be out of the interests of the world, and 
profess purely to act for the service of mankind, 
without the least regard to themselves. I do not, 
deny but that the rewards are different; some aim at 
• riches, others at honour, by their public services. 
However, they are all pursuing some end to them- 
■ selves, though indeed those ends differ as miich as 
right and wrong. The most graceful way then I 
should think, would be to acknowledge, that you 
aim at serving yourselves.: but at the same time make 
it appear, it is for the service of others that you have 
* these opportunities. 

Of all the disinterested professors I have 



beard of, I talce the lE>oafswai's 6f itampier's'ship to 
be the mcist lippuilebt, ba( '&e iqost 'excusable. 
Vou are to KnpW Ihat, in the wild searclies ' &&t 
iiavinitoc was 'ij^akin^, ihe'y' happened to lie out at 
sea,|ai distant froin bay shor^, in want of all'tfie 
necessaries of life; insomudi that ihey /began lo 
look, notvtithout hunger, on t-mh other. . THeboat- 
swai^ was a fat, healthy fresh fiilow, and at^acted 
Uie eyes of the whole crew. In such Eth extreme 

C'ecessity, all forms of superiority were,'laid' aside: 
^je, captain and lieutenant were safe only by'beivg 
carrion, and the unhappy boatswain in ddnger on|y 
by being worth eating. To be short the company 
were unanimoua, anil the boatswain inilst be cut lip. 
He saw their inteption, and desired he ii%ht speak 
.a few wof^s tMfore;th^,proce^ed; which being 
permitted i he delivered himself as tollows: 

'GentlWan' Sailors, 
'"Far fee it that I should speak'it for any pritale 
interest of iiljr.own;'but I take it that I snould not 
die widi^aKO^ consciebce.if I did not confess to 
you, : that ram Dot sound. I say, gentlemen, jus- 
tice, and the testimony of a good con science, ''as 
well as love of 'my country, to which Thope you 
will all reliiinj, oblige ine to own, that Black Kate'at 
Dcptford has made me very unsafe to eat; and I 
speak it » i£h ' slianie, I am afraid, gentlemen, I 
should poison you.' 

. Iliis speecli bad a good. effect In the bbaiswaui'a 
favour; but tliesuirKeon c^ the ship protested le had 
cured him v^iy well, and ofieredtb eit^e first steak 
of him faimBelf. , . 

The t)oatswai^ replied Hke 'an prator, wipi a'^e 
notion of t|ie' peoplcj and m hopes' to^gain tiiiie.'tbat 
' he was heartily gla'dif he'coutd be for their' service;' 
^and thanked the suroeoii for his Information.^ ^^I^ow- 

ever,' said he, ' I mult inform yiiu for yoiif ow'n'good. 
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that I h^ve, ever since my cure, been very thirsty 
aod dropsical ; therefore I presume, it would be 
much better to tap me, and drink me off, than eat 
me at once, and have no man in the ship fit to be 
drunk.' As he was going on with his harangue, a 
fresh g^le arose, and gave Uie crew hopes of a better 
repast at the nearest shore, to which they arrived 
next morning. 

Most of the self-denials we meet with are of this 

sort : therefore, I think he acts fairest who owns, 

. he hopes at le^st to have brother's fare, without 

professing that he gives himself up with pleasure to 

be devoured for the preservation of his fellows. 

St. James's Coffee-house, August 31. 

Letters from the Hague, of the sixth of Sep- 
tember, N. S. say, that the governor of the citadel 
of Toumay having offered their Highness the Duke, 
of Marlborough and the Prince of Savoy to surren- 
der that place on the thirty-first of the last month, 
on terms which were not allowed them by those 
princes, hostilities were thereupon renewed; but 
that on the third the place was surrendered with a 
seeming condition granted to the besieged above 
that of being prisoners of war : for they were forth- 
with to be conducted to Cond^, but were to be ex- 
changed for prisoners of the allies, and particularly 
those of Warneton were mentioned in the demand. 
Both armies having stretched towards Mons, with 
the utmost diligence, that of the allies, though they 
passed the much more difficult road, arrived first 
before the town, which they have now actually in- 
vested; and the quarter-master-general was, at Ihc^ 
time of dispatching these letters, marking the groum) 
for the encampment of the covering army. 

'To the booksellers, or others whom this advertise- 
ment may concern. 

VOL. II. L 
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'Mr, Omicron*, the unborn poet, gives notice, 
that he writes all treatises, as well in verse as prose, 
being a nintli son, and translates out of all languages 
without learning or study. 

' If any bookseller Will treat for his pastoral on 
the siege and surrender of the citadel of Toumay, 
he must send in his proposals before the news of a 
capitulation for any other town, 

* The undertaker for either play-house may have 
an opera written by him ; or if it shall suit their 
design, a satire upon operas ; both ready for next 
winter.' 
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Qiticquid agunt homines 

nosiri est farrago libeUi, 

Juv. Sat. i. 83, 86. 

M'^hate-er naen do, or say, or think, or dream, 

Oar motley paper seizes for its theme. P. 

Whitens Chocolate-house, September 2. 
Of the enjoyment of life with regard to others. 

I HAVE ever thought it the greatest diminution to 

the Roman glory imaginable, that in their institution 

of public triumphs, they led their enemies in chains 

when they were prisoners. It is to be allowed that 

doing all honour to the superiority of heroes above 

the rest of mankind must needs conduce to the glory 

and advantage of a nation ; but what shocks the 

imagination to reflect upon is, that a polite . people 

should ll^nk it reasonable, that an unhappy man who 

was no way inferior to the victor but by the chance 

of war, should be held like a slave at the wheels of 

his chariot. Indeed, these other circumstances of a 

triumph, that it was not allowed in a civil war^ lest 

* Mr. Oldmixon was probably here ridiculed upder the 
name of Mr. Omicron. 
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one part should be in tears, while the other was 
making acclamations ; that it should not be granted, 
except such a number were slain in battle ; that the 
general should be disgraced who made a false mus- 
ter of his dead ; these, I say, had great and politic 
e^ds in their being established, and tended to the 
apparent benefit of the commonwealth. But this 
behaviour to the conquered had no foundation in na- 
ture or policy, only to gratify the insolence of a 
haughty people,, who triumphed over barbarous na- 
tions, by acting what was fit only for those very 
barbarians to practise. It seems wonderful, that 
they who were so refined as to take care, that, to. 
complete the honour done to the victorious officer, 
no power should be known above him in th^ empire 
on the day of his triumph, but that the consuls them- 
selves should be but guests at his table that evening, 
could not take it into thought to make the man of 
chief note among his prisoners one of the company. 
This would have improved the gladness of the oc- 
casion; and the victor had made a much greater 
figure, in that no other man appeared unhappy on 
his day, than because no other man appeared great. 

But we will wave at present such important inci- 
dents, and turn our thoughts rather to the familiar 
part of human life, and we shall find, that the great 
business we contend for is in a less degree what 
those Romans did on more solemn occasions, to 
triumph over our fellow-creatures : and there i& 
hardly a man to be found, who would not rather be in 
pain to appear happy, than be really happy and 
thought miserable. This men attempt by sumptuous 
equipages, splended houses, numerous servantiSj and 
all the cares and pursuits of an ambitious or fashion- 
able life. 

Bromeo and Tabio are particularly ill-wishers to 
each other, and rivals in happiness.' There is no 
way in nature so good to procure the esteem of t^ 

l2 
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one^ as to give bim little notice 6t ceilain secret 
points wtierein the other is unea&y. Gnatho has 
the skill of doing this, and never applauds the im- 
provements Bromeo has been many years making, 
and ever will be making, but he adds, ' Now thift 
very thing was my thought when Tabio was pulling 
up his underwood, yet he never would hear of it, but 
now your gardens are in this posture, he is ready to 
hang himself. Well, to be sinc6te, tibat situation of 
his can never make an agreeable seat; he may make 
his house and appurtenances what he pleases, bttt 
he cannot remove them to the same ground where 
Bromeo's stands; and of all things under the sun, a 
man that is happy at second-hand is the most mon- 
strous/ .'It is a very strange madness,' ani^ers 
Bromeo, * if a man on th^se occasions can think of 
any end but pleasing himself. As for my part, if 
things are convenient, I hate all Ostentation. There 
is no end of the folly of adapting our affairs to the 
imagination of others.' Upon which', the next thing 
he does is to enlarge whatever he hears his rival has 

, attempted to imitate him in ; but their mi^ortune h, 
tfiat they are in their time of life, in their estates, 

' and in their understandings, equal; so that the 
emulation may continue to &e last day of their lives. 
As it stands now, Tabio has heard that Bromeo 
has lately purchased two hundred a year ib the an- 
nuities since he last settled the account of their 
happiness, in which he thought himself to have the 
balance. This may seem a very fantastical way of 
thinking in these men; but there is nothing so com- 
mon, as a man's endeavouring rather to go farther 
than some other person towards an easy fortune, 
than to form any certain standard that would make 
himself happy . 
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Wiirs Coffee-kouie, September 2. 

Mr. Dactyle has been this evening very profuse of 
his eloquence upon the talent of turning things into 
ridicule ; and seemed to say very justly, that ' there 
was generally in it something too disingenuous for 
the society of liberal men^ except it were governed 
by the circumstances of persons, time, and place. 
This talent/ continued he, ' is to be used as a man 
does his sword, not to be drawn but in his own de- 
fence, or to bring pretenders and impostors in society 
to a true light." But we have seen this faculty so 
mistaken, that the burlesque of Virgil himself has 
passed, among men of little taste, for wit ; and the 
noblest thoughts that can enter into the heart of men 
levelled with ribaldry and baseness : though by the 
rules of justice, no man ought to be ridiculed for any^ 
imperfection, who does not set up for eminent 
sufficiency in that way wherein he is defective. Thus 
cowards, who would hide themselves by an affected 
terror in their mien and dress ; and pedants, who 
would show the depth of their knowledge by a 
supercilious gravity, are equally the objects of laugh- 
ter. Not that they are in themselves ridiculous^ 
for their want of courage, or weakness of under- 
standing ; but that they seem insensible of their own 
place in life, and unhappily rank themselves with 
those whose abilities, compared to their defects, 
make them contemptible. At the same time it must 
be remarked, that resibility being the effect of reason, 
a man ought to be expelled from sober company 
who laughs without it.' 'Ha! ha! says Will 
Truby, who sat by, * will any man pret^na to give 
me laws when I should laugh, or tell me what I 
should laugh at?' ' Look ye,' answered Humphry 
Slyboots, * you are mightily mistaken ; you may, it 
you please, make what noise you will, and nobody 
can binder an English gentleman from putting hi* 

L 3 
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face into what posture he thinks fit ; but take my 
word for it, that motion which you now make with 
your tbouth'open and the agitation of your stomach, 
which you relieve by holding your sides, is hot 
laughter; laughter is a more weighty thing tlilin you 
imagine ; and I will tell you a secret, you never did 
laugh in your life ; and truly I am afraid you never 
will, except you take sreat care to be cured of those 
convulsive fits.' Truby left us, and when he had 
got two yards from us, 'Well,' said he, * you are 
strange fellows ;' and was immediately taken with 
another fit. 

The Thibies are a well-natured fiamily, whose 
particular make is such, that they have the same 
pleasure out of good-will, which other people have 
In that scorn which is the cause of laughter ; there- 
fore their bursting into the figures of men, when 
laughing, proceeds only from a general benevolence 
they are bom with ; as the Slyboots smile only on 
the greatest occasion of mirth ; which difference is 
caused rather from a different structure of their or- 
gans, than that one is less moved than the other. I 
know Sourly frets inwardly, when Will Trubjf 
laughs at him ; but when I meet him and he bursts 
out, I know it is out of his abundant joy to see me, 
which he expresses by that vociferation which is ill 
others laughter. But I shall defer considering this 
subject at Targe, until I come to my treatise of osci^ 
tasion, laughter and ridicule. 

From my own Apartment, SeptenAer 2. 

The following letter being a panegyrick upon me 
for a quality wMch every man may attain, an ac- 
knowledgment of his faults; I thought it for the 
good of my fellow-writers to publish it. 

•Sir, 

'It must be allowed, that Bsquire Biekerstaff 
is of all authors the most ingenuous. Tbete are few. 
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▼ery few, that trill own themselT^B in a miistake, 
though all the World i^ee l!iem to be in downright 
nbnsende. You will be pleased, Sir, to pardon this 
expression, for the same reason for which you once 
desired us to excuse yon, when you seemed any 
thing dull. Most writers, like die generality of 
Paul Lorraine's Saints, seem to place a peculiar va- 
nity in dying hai'd. But you, Sir, to show a good 
example to your brethren, have not only confessed, 
but of your own accord mended the indictment. 
^&y> yon have been so good-natured as to discover 
beauties in it, which, I will assure you, he that AteW 
it never dreamed of. And, to make your citilif^ 
the more accoiAiplished, yon have honoured him 
with the title of yotUr kinsman, which, though de- 
rived by the left-hand, he is not a little proud of. 
My brother, for such Obadiah iis, being at present 
very busy about nothing, has ordered me to return 
yon his sincere thanks for all these favours ; and as 
a small token of his gratitude, to communicate to 
you the following piece of intelligence, which, he 
thinks, belongs more properly to you, than to any 
* others of our modern historians. 

* Madonella, who, as it was thought, had long 
since taken her flight towards the etherial mansions, 
still walks, it seems, in the regions of mortality; 
where she has found, by deep reflections on the re- 
volution mentioned in yours of June the twenty- 
third, that where early instructions have been want- 
ing to imprint true ideas of things on the tender 
souls of those of her sex, they are never after able 
to arrive at such a pitch of perfection, as to be 
above the laws of matter and motion; laws which 
are consideifably enforced by the principles usually 
imbibed in nntseries and boarding-schoois. To re- 
medy this evil, she has laid the scheme of a college 
for young damsels; where (instead of scissors, 
needles, and samplers) pens, compasses, quadras' 
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books, manuscripts, Greek, Latin, and Hebrew, 
are to take up their whole time. Only on holidays 
the students will, for moderate exercise, be. allowed 
to divert themselves with the use of some of the 
lightest and most voluble weapons : and proper care 
will be taken to give them at least a superficial 
tincture of the ancient and modem Amazonian tac- 
tics. Of these military performances, the direction 
. is undertaken by Epicene*, th^ writer of " Memoirs 
from the Mediterranean," who by the help of some 
artificial poisons conveyed by smells, has within 
these few weeks brought many persons of both sexes 
to an untimely fate ; and, what is more surprising^ 
has, contrary to her profession, with the same odours, 
revived others who had long since been drowned in 
the whirlpools of Lethe. Another of the professors 
is to be a certain lady, who is now publisiiing two 
of the choicest Saxon novels, which are said to 
have been in as great repute with the ladies of cjueen 
Emma's court, as the " Memoirs from the New 
'Atalantis'^ are with those of ours. I shall make 
it my business to inquire into the progress of this 
learned institution, and give you the nrst notice of « 
their *' Philosophical Transactions, and Searches 
after Nature." 

Yours, &c. 

TOBIAH GrEBNHAT/ 

;S^. James's Coffee-house, September 2. 

This day we have received advices by the way of 
Ostend, which give an account of an engagement 
between the French and the allies, on the eleventh 
instant, N. S. Marshal Boufflers arrived in the 
enemy's camp on the fifth, and acquainted Marshal 
Villars, that he did not come in any character, but 
to receive his conunands for the king's service and 

* Epicene means Mrs. D. Manly. 
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<<6mmnilieate to him his atdetu updft die prdi^iit 
pbstnre of affairs. On the ninth botii armies ad- 
vanced towards each other^ and cannonaded all the 
ensuing day, until the close of the evening, and 
dtood on Iheir arms all that night. On the day of 
battle, the cannonading was renewed about seven : 
the Duke of Argyle had orders to attack Hie wood 
Sart on the right, which he executed so successfully^ 
that he pierced through it, and won a considerable 
post. The Prince of Orange had the i^ame good 
fortune in a wood on the left : after which the vHiole 
body of the confederates, joined by the farces from 
the siege, marched up and engaged the enemy, who 
were drawn up at some distance from these woods. 
The dispute was very warm for some time ; biit 10* 
wards noon the French began to give ground from 
one wing to the other; which advantage being ob- 
served by our generals, the whole army was urged 
on with fresh vigour, and in a few hours the day 
ended with the entire defeat of the enemy. 



•N^ 64. TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER fl, rm. 

Qua caret &ra cruore nostro? 

fioft. 1. Od. ii. S6. 

What coast encircled by the briny flood. 
Boasts not the glorious tribute of oar blood ? 

From my oum Apartment, September 5. 

When I lately spoke of triumphs, and the be>- 
baviour of the Romans on those occasions, I knew, 
by my skill in astrology, that there was a great event 
Upproaching to our advantage ; but not having yet 
taken upon me to tell fortunes, I thought fit to defer 
the mention of the battle hear Mons until it hap*- 
^ned ; which moderation was no small piJn to me : 
but I should wrong my art, if I cdttoettled that sonra 
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of my aerial intelligenrcers had signified to me the 
news of it even from Paris, before the arrival of 
lieutenant-colonel Graham in England.* All na- 
tions as well as persons, have their good and evil 
genius attending them ; but the kingdom of France 
has three, the last of which is neither for it nor 
against it in reality ; but has fpr some months past 
acted an ambiguous part, and attempted to save its 
ward from the incursion of its powerful enemies, 
by little subterfuges and tricks, which a nation is 
more than undone, when it is reduced to practice. 
Thus instead of giving exact accounts and repre- 
sentations of things, they tell what is indeed true, 
bat at the same time a falsehood when all the cir- 
cumstances come to be related. Pacolet was at the 
court of France, on Friday night last, when this 
genius of that kingdom came thither in the shape of 
a post-boy, aud cried out, that Mons was relieved, 
and the duke of Marlborough marched. Pacolet 
was much astonishcfd at this .account, and imme- 
diately changed his form, and flew to the neigh- 
bourhood of Mons, from whence he found the 
allies had really marched; and began to inquire 
into the reasons of this sudden change, and half 
feared he had heard a truth of the posture of the 
French afiairs, even in their own country. But, 
upon diligent inquiry among the aerials who attend 
those regions, and consultation with the neighbour- 
ing peasants, he was able to bring me the following 
account of the motions of the armies since they re- 
tired from about that place, and the action which 
followed thereupon. 

On Saturday, the seventh of September, N. S. 
the confederate army was alarmed in their camp at 
Havre by intelligence, that the enemy were march- 
ing to attack . the prince of Hesse. Upon this ad- 

* lieut. col. Graham came express with an account of tho 
battle of Malplaquet* 
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vice, the duke of Marlborough commanded that the 
troops should immediately 'move ; which was ac- 
cordingly performed, and they were all joined on 
Sunday the eighth at noon. On that day in the 
morning it appeared, that instead of being attacked, 
the advanced guard of the detachment, commanded 
by the prince of Hesse, had dispersed and taken 
prisoners a party of the enemy.'s horse, which was 
sent out to observe the march of the confederates. 
The French moved from Quiverain on Sunday in 
the morning, and inclined - to the right from thence 
all that day. The ninth, the Monday following, they 
continued their march, until, on Tuesday, the tenth, 
they possessed themselves of the woods of Dour and 
Blaugies. As soon as they came into that ground, 
they threw up entrenchments with all expedition. 
The allies' arrived within a few hours after the enemy 
was posted ; but the duke of Marlborough thought 
fit to wait for the arrival of the reinforcement which 
he expected from the siege of Toumay. Upon no- 
tice that these troops were so advanced as to be de- . 
pended on for an action the next day, it was accord- 
ingly resolved to engage the enemy. 

It will be necessary for understanding the great- 
ness of the action, and the several motions made in 
the time of the engagement, that you have in your 
mind an idea of the place. The two armies on tiie 
eleventh instant were both drawn up before the 
woods of Dour, Blaugies, Sart, and Jansart; the 
army of the prince of Savoy on the right before that 
of Blatigies; the forces of Great Britain in the 
centre on his l4ft; those of the high allies, with 
the wood Sart, as well as a large interval of plain J 

ground, add Jansart on the left of the whole. The 
enemy were entrenched in the paths of the woods, ", 

and drawn up behind two entrenchments bver-against 1 

them, opposite to the armies of the duke of MarK I 

borough and prince Eugene. There were also two 
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Uii^s entreiicjbi/ed in the plaijas oyer-^i^stt the army 
oif the Stat^. Thi^ was the ppsture pf the Tlrench 
fwd cQufederate forces when the signal was ^iveii» 
and the whole line moved on to the charge. 

The Dutch army, commjanded by the prince of 
Besse, attacked with the most undaunted bravery, 
and after a very obstinate resistance, forced the 
first ei^trenchment of the e^emy in the plain between 
Sart and Jansart ; but were repulsed in their attack 
on the second with great .slaughter on both sides. 
The duke of Marlborough, while lihis was transact- 
ing on the left, had with yery much di£Bculty marched 
through Sart, and be^n the enemy from the several 
entrenchments they had thrown up in it. As soon 
as the duke h^ m$u:ched into the plain, he observed 
the main bpdy of .the enemy drawn up $tnd entrenched 
in the front of his army* This situation of the 
enemy, in the ordinary course of war, is usually 
thought an advantage hardly to be surmounted; 
and might appear impracticable to any, but that 
army which had j^st overcome greater difficulties. 
The duke commanded the troops to form, but to 
forbear charging until further order. In the mean 
time he visited the left of our lipe, where the troops 
of the States had been engaged. The slaughter on 
this side had been v^ry great, and the Dutch inca- 
pable of making further progress, except they were 
suddenly reinforce^. The right pf pur line was at- 
tacked soon after their coming upon the plain ; buJ; 
they drove back ,the enemy with such, bravery, that 
the victory began to incline to the allies by the pre- 
cipitate retreat pf the French to their works^ from 
whence ^he^ were immediately beaten. The duke, 
upon ob/»ervMig thi? advantage on the right, co.m- 
manded the e^rl of Orkney to march with a suf- 
ficient number of battalions, to fprce the enemy 
from their en^trei^chments on the plain between th^ 
woods of Sart jand Jansart ; which bejng performed^ 



the koiwe of Ahe aMies inai)cb«4 kulo ihe p}auis, co- 
yered by their own foot, and fonning themfielTes in 
good oidetr, the cav^iliy of 4he enemy attempted no 
more but to coy^r the foot m their jceiceat. The 
allies made so good use of the beginniAg of the 
yictory that all their tcoops moyed on with fresh 
resolution, until they saw the enemy fly before them 
towards Cond^ and Maubeuge ; after whom propier 
detachments were sent, who made a terrible slaugh- 
ter in the pursuit. 

In this action, it is said, prince Eugene w^s 
wounded, as also the duke of Aremburg, and lieu- 
tenant-general Webb. The count of Oxenstem, co- 
lonel Lalo, and sir Thomas Pendergrass, were killed. 

This wonderful success, obtained under all the 
difficulties that could be opposed in the way of an 
army, must be acknowledged as owing to the genius, 
courage, and conduct of the duke of Marlborough, 
a consummate hero ; who has liyed not only beyond 
the time in which C»sar said he was arriyed at a 
satiety of life and glory ; but also been so long the 
aubject of panegyric, that it is as hard to say any 
thing new in his praise, as to add to the merit which 
requires such eulogiums. 

WilTs Coffee-house, September 5. 

The following letter being yery explanatory of the 
true design of our lucubrations, and at the same 
time an excellent model for performing it, it is ab- 
solutely necessary, for the better understanding our 
works to publish it. 

To Isaac Bickbbstaff, Esquii^. i 

' Sir, 

' Though I haye not the honour to be of the fa- V 

mily of the Staffs, nor related to any branch of ^ it, ^ 

yet .1 applaud your wholesome project of niajdng 
wit usofuJ. 

yOL. II. M 
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* Thffl is what has been, or should have been, in- 
{iended by the best comedies. But, nobody, I think^ 
before you, thought of a way to bring the stage, as 
it were into the cofFee-house, and there attack those 
gentlemen who thought themselves out of the reach 
of raillery, by prudendy avoiding its chief walks 
and districts. 1 smile when I see a solid citizen of 
threescore read the article from Will's CoiFee-house, 
and seem to be just beginning to learn his alphabet 
of wit in spectacles ; and to hear the attentive table 
sometimes stop him with pertinent queries, which he 
is puzzled to answer, and then join commending it 
the sincerest way, by freely owning he does not un- 
derstand it. 

' In pursuing this design, you will always have a 
large scene before you, and can never be at a loss 
for characters to entertain a town so plentifully 
stocked with them. The follies of the finest minds, 
which a philosophic surgeon knows how to dissect, 
will best employ your skill : and of this sort, I take 
the liberty to send you the following sketch. 

' Cleontes is a man of good family, good learn- 
ing, entertaining conversation, and acute wit. He 
talks well, is master of style, and writes not con-' 
temptibly ih verse. Yet all this serves but to make 
him politely ridiculous ; and he is above the rank 
of common characters only to have the privilege 
of being laughed at by the best. His family makes 
him proud and scornful ; his learning, assuming and 
absurd; and his wit, arrogant and satirical. He 
mixes some of the best qualities of the head with the 
worst of the heart. Every body is entertained by 
him, while nobody esteems him. I am. Sir, your 
most afFectionate monitor, 

* JosiAH Couplet.*' 

•^* Lost, from the Cocoa-tree, in Pall-Mall, two 
Irish dog4, belonging to the pack of London ; one 
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a tall white wolf dog; the oiher a black nimble grey- 
hound, not very sound, and supposed to be gone tx> 
the Bath, by instinct, for cure. The man of the inn 
from whence they ran, being now there, is desired 
if he meets either of them, to tie them up. Several 
oUiers are lost about Tunbridge and Epsom ; which 
whoever will maintain may keep. 
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Quicquid agunt homines 

nostri est farrago libelli, 

Juv. Sat. i. 85, 8(^. 

Whatever good is done, whatever iU 

By human kind, shall this collection fill. 

Will's Coffee-home, September 7. , 

I CAMB hither this evening, and expected nothing 
else but mutual congratulations in the company on 
the late victory; but found our room, which one 
would have hoped to hav^ seen full of good humour 
and alacrity upon so glorious an occasion, full of 
sour animals, inquiring into the action, in doubt of 
what had happened, and fearful of the success of 
their countrymen. It is natural to believe easily 
what we wish heartily; and a certain rule, that they 
are not friends to a glad occasion who speak all they 
can against the truth of it, who end their argument 
Against their happiness, that they wish it otherwise^ 
When I camie into the room, a gentleman was de- 
<Jaiming : * If,' says he, ' we have so great and 
complete a victory, why have we not the names of 
the prisoners ? Why is not an exact relation of the 
conduct of our generals laid before the world 7 Why 
do we not know where and whom to applaud? If 
we are victorious, why do we not give an accou*^ 

M 2 
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of our captives «id our alaiki ? But we aro to be 
ratisfied with general notices we are cbnquerotiy 
and to believe it so. Sure this is approviag the 
despotic way of treating the world, which we pre^ 
tend to fight against, if we sit down satisfied with 
such contradictory accounts, which have the worda 
of triumph, but do not bear the spirit of it.' I whis- 
pered Mr. Greenhat, ' Pray, what can that dissatis- 
ned man be V ' He is,' answered he, ' a character 
you have not yet perhaps observed. You have 
heard of battle-painters, have mentioned a battle- 
poet ; but this is a battle-critic. He is a fellow that 
lives in a government so gentle, that, jthough it sees 
him an enemy, suffers his malice, because they know 
his impotence. He is to examine the weight of an 
advantage before the company will allow it.' Green- 
hat was going on in his explanation, when Sir George 
England thought fit to take up the discourse in the 
following manner : 

~ ' Oeiideia«»n, the action you ar« in so great doubt 
to approve of, is greater than ever has been: perform-^ 
ed in any age; and the value of it I observe froii 
yonr dissatisftictioa : for battle-critics are like all 
others; you are the more ofFraded, the more yoa 
ought to be, and are convinced you ought to be 
pleased. Had this engagement happened in tbe 
time of the old Romans, and such things been acted 
in their service, diere woald not be a foot of the 
wood which was pierced but had been consecrated 
t6 some deity, or made memorable by l^e death of 
him who expired in it for the sake of his country. 
It had been said on some monument at the entrance ; 
here the Dnke of Argyle drew his sword, and said 
^* march." Here Webb, after having an accom* 
plished f^me for gallantry, exposed himself like a 
common i^oldier. Here Kivett, who was womided 
at the beguming of the day, and carried .off as deaid, 
reiam«d to tl]» field, and received his death. Me- 
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dais had been struck for our general's behaviour 
when he first 'came into the plain. Here was the 
fury of the action, and here, the hero stood as fear- 
less as if invulnerable. Such certainly had been the 
cares of that state for their own honour, and in gra- 
titude to their heroic subjects. But the wood in- 
trenched, the plain made more impassably than the 
wood, and all the difficulties opposed to the most 
gallant army and thd most intrepia leaders that ever 
the sun shone upon, are treated by the talk of some 
in this room as objections to the merit of our general 
and our army : but,' continued he> ' I leave all the 
examination of this matter, and a proper discourse 
on our sense of public actions, to my friend Mr. 
Bickerstaff ; who may let beaux and gamesters rest, 
until he has examined into the reasons of men's 
being malcontents, in the only nation that suffers 
professed enemies to breathe in open air.' 

From my own Apartment, September 7. 

The following letters are sent to me from rela- 
tions ; and though I do not know who and who are 
Intended, I publish them. I have only writ non- 
sense, if there is nothing in them ; and done a good 
action, if they alarm any heedless men against the 
fraternity of the knights, whom the Greeks call 

' Mr. Bickerstaff, Bath, Aug. 30: 

* It is taken very il\ bv several gentiemen here, 
that you are so little vigilant, as to let the dogs run 
from their kennels to this place. Had you done 
your duty, we should have had notice of their arri- 
val ; but the sharpers are now become so formidable 
here, that they have divided themselves into nobles 
and commons ; beau Bogg, beau Pert, Rake, and 
Tallboy, are of their upper house ; broken captains, 
ignorant attorneys, and such other bankrupts fr^ 
industrious professions, compose : their lower o' 

M 8 
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Among these two setn of men, thdre hftppened here 
lately some unhappy dHFeirences. Esquire Humpbijr 
t^ame down among us with four hundred gameas ; 
his raw appearance, and certain signals in the good* 
natnred muscles of Humphry's countenance, alarm-^ 
ed the societies ; for sharpers are as skilful as beggats 
in physiognomy, and know as welt where to hope 
for plunder, as the othet-s to ask for alms. Peit 
VfM the man exactly fitted for taking with Humphry, 
as a fine gentleman ; for a raw fool is ever enamour- 
ed with his contrary, a coxcomb ; and a coxcomb h 
what the booby, who wants experience, and is un- 
wsed to company, regards as the iirst of men. He 
ever looks at him with envy, and would certainly be 
such, if he were not oppressed by his rusticity or 
bashfulUess. There arose an entire friendship by 
tiiis sympathy between Pert and Humphry, Which 
ended in stripping the latter. We now could see 
this forlorn youth for some days moneyless, without 
sword, and one day without his hat, and with secret 
melancholy pining for his snuff-box ; the jest of the 
whole town, but most of those who robbed him. 

^ At last fresh bills came down, when immediately 
their countenances cleared up, ancient kindnesses 
and familiarity renewed, and to dinner he Was in- 
vited by the fraternity. You are to know, that 
while he was in his days of solitude, a commoner, 
who was excluded from his share of the p^ey, had 
whispered the esquire, that he was bit, and caution-- 
ed him of ventudng again. However, hopes of re- 
covering his snuff-*box, which was given him by his 
aunt, made him fall to ^lay after dinner ; yet, mind- 
^1 of What he was told, he saw something that pro- 
voked him to tell them they were a company of 
sharpers. Presently Tallboy fell on him, and, being 
too hard at fisty-cuffs, drove him out of doors. The 
valiant Pert followed, and kicked him in his turn ; 
whi^h the esquke ri^sented as being tt^^*^r kin match : 
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io eh&Ueliged him; but difering about tine and 
place, friends interpoeed, for be bad still money left, 
and persuaded him to ask pardon for provoking them 
to beat him, and they asked his for doing it. The 
house, consulting whence Humphry could have bis 
information, concluded it must be from some mali- 
cious commoner ; and, to be revenged, bean Bogg 
watched their haunts, and in a shop where some of 
them were at play with ladies, showed dice which 
he found, or pretended to find, upon them ; and, de- 
olaring how false they were, warned the company to 
take care whom they played with. By his seeming 
candour^ he cleared his reputation, at least to fools 
and some silly women; but it was still blasted by 
the esquire's story with thinking men : however, he 
gained a great point by it ; for the next day he got 
the company shut up with himself and fellow-mem* 
bers, and robbed them at discretion. 

* I cannot express to you with what indignation I 
behold the noble spirit of gentlemen degenerated to 
that of private cut^purses. It is in vain to hope a re • 
inedy, while so nmny of the fraternity get and enjoy 
estates, of twenty, thirty, and fifty thousand pounds 
with impunity, creep into the best conversations, 
and spread the infectious villany through the nation, 
while the lesser rogues, Uiat rob for hunger or 
nakedness, are sacrificed by the blind, and, in this 
respect, partial and defective law. Could you open 
men's eyes against the occasion of all this, the great 
corrupter of our manners and morality, the author of 
more bankrupts than the war, and sure bane of all 
industry, frugality, and good-nature ; in a word, of 
all virtues — I mean, public or private play at cards 
or dice ; how willingly would I contribute my ut- 
most, and possibly send you some memoirs of the 
lives and politics of some of the fraternity of great 
figure, tiiat might be of use to you in setting tUff 
a dear light against ne^t session ; that all.wh'^ 
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for their country or posterity, and see the pernicious 
effects of such a public vice, may endeavour its de-> 
struction by some effectual laws. In Concurrence 
to this good design, I remain your humble servanty^ 

Mr. Bickerstaff, Friday, Sept 2. 

* I heartily join irtth you in your laudable design 
against the Myrmidons, as well as your iate insinu- 
ations against Coxcomhs of Fire ; and I take this 
opportunity to congratulate yon on the success of 
your labours, which I dbserved yesterday in one of 
the hottest fire-rmen in town ; who not only affects a 
soft smile, but was seen to be thrice contradicted 
without showing any sign of impatience. These, I 
say, so happy beginnings promise fair, and on this 
account I rejoice you have undertaken to unkennel 
the curs ; a work of such use, that I admire it so 
long escaped your vigilance ; and exhort you by the 
concern you have for the good people of Englaiidy. 
to pursue your design : and, that these vermin may 
not flatter themselves that they pass undiscovered, I 
desire you would acquaint Jack Haughty, that the 
whole secret of his bubbling his friend with the 
Swiss at the Thatched-house is well-known, as also 
his sweetening the knight : and I shall acknowledge 
the favour. — Your most humble servant,' &c. 
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Qtttc9«uf agunt homines 

> nostri eat farrago libelli, 

Juv. Sat. i. 85, S6. 

Whate'er men do, or say, or think, or dream, 

Our motley paper seizes for its them^. P. 

WilPs Coffee-house, September 9. 

The subject of the discourse this evening was elo- 
quence and graceful action. Lysander, who it 
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■ometbiog paiticalar in his way ^{ tiiinking and 
speaking, told us, ' a man could not be eloquent 
mv^kcmt action : for the deportment of the body, . the 
tam of the eye, and an apt sound to every word 
that is uttered, must all conspire to make an acoom^ 
ptished speaker. Action in one that speaks in pub* 
tic, is the same thing as a good mien in ordinary life. 
Thus, as a certain insensibility in the countenance 
recommends a sentence of humour and jest, so it 
must be a very lirely consciousness that gives grace 
to great sentiments. The jest is to be a thing unex- 
pected: therefore your undesigning manner is a 
beauty in expressions of mirth ; but when you are to 
talk on a set subject, the more you are moved your- 
self, the more you will move others. 

' There is,' said he, ' a remarkable example of 
tiiat kind, ^sdnnes, a famous orator of antiquity, 
had pleaded at Adiens in a great cause against De- 
lBoi<(dienes ; but having lost it, retired to Khodes.' 
£loqueBce was then the quality most admired among 
men ; and the magistrates of that place, having heard 
he had a copy of the speech of Demosthenes, de- 
sired him to repeat both their pleadings. After his 
own, he recitea also the oration of his antagonist. 
The people expressed their- admiration of both, but 
more of that of Demosthenes. ' If you are,' said 
he, * itns touched with hearing only what that great 
erator said, how would you Imve been affected had 
ycm seen him speak ? For he who hears Demosthe- 
nes only, loses much the better part of the oration.' 
Certain it is, that they who speak gracefully are very 
temely represented in having their speeches read or 
repeated by unskilful people ; for there is something 
iMktive to each man, so inherent to his thoughts and 
sentiments, which it is hardly possible for another to 
give a true idea of. You may observe in common 
talk, when a sentence of any man's is repeated, 
acquaintance of his shall immediately observe, * 
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18 SO like him, methinks I see how he looked when 
he said it.' 

But of all the people on the earth, there are none 
who puzzle me so much as the clergy of Great Bri* 
tain, who are, I believe, the most learned body of 
men now in the world ; and yet this art of speaKing 
with the proper ornaments of voice and gesture, is 
wholly neglected among them ; and I will engage, 
were a deaf man to behold the greater part of them 
preach, he would rather think they were reading the 
contents only of some discourse they intended to 
make, than actually in the body of an oration, even 
when they are upon matters of such a nature, as 
one would believe it were impossible to think of 
without emotion. 

I own there are exceptions to this general obser- 
vation, and that the dean we heard the other day to- 
gether is an orator.* He has so much regard to his 
congregation, that he commits to his memory what 
he has to say to them ; and has so soft and graceful 
a behaviour, that it must attract your attention. His 
person, it is to be confessed, is no .small recommen- 
dation ; but he is to be highly commended for not 
losing Uiat advantage, and adding to the propriety 
of speech, which might pass the criticism of Long^i- 
nus, an action which would have been approved by 
Demosthenes. He has a peculiar force in his way, 
and has many of his audiencef who could not be in* 
telligent hearers of his discourse, were Uiere not 
explanation as well as grace in his action. This art 
of his is used with the most exact and honest skill : 
he never attempts your passions until he has con- 
vinced your reason. All the objections which he 
can form are laid open and dispersed, before he uses 
the least vehemence in his sermon; but when he 

• Dr. Atterbury. 

i At the chapel of Bridewell Hospital, where be was 
twenty years minister and preacher. 
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thinks he Iub your head, he very soon tidb your 
heart; and never pretends to ehofr the beauty of 
holinesB, until he nath convinced yon of the truth 
of it. 

Would every one of our clei^iymen be dius care- 
ful to recommend truth and virtue in their proper 
figures, and show so much concern for them as to 
give them all the additional force they were able, it 
' is not possible that nonsense should have so many 
hearers as you find it haa in dissenting congrega- 
tions, for no reason in the world, but because it is 
spoken extempore: for ordinary minds are wholly 
governed by their eyes and ears, and there is no way 
to come at their hearts, but by power over their 
imaginations. 

There is my friend and merry companion Da- 
niel*. He knows a great deal better tJian he speaks, 
and can form a proper discourse as well as any 
orthodox neighbour. But he knows very well, t|iat 
to bawl out ' My beloved !' and the words ' grace 1' 
'regeneration!* 'sanctification I' ' a new light 1' 
• the day! the day! ,ay, my beloved, the day!' or 
rather ' the night f the night is coming !' and 'judg- 
ment will come when we least think of it !' and so 
forth. — He knows to be vehement is the only way to 
come at his audience. Daniel, when he sees my 
&iend Greenhat come in, can give a good hint, and 
cry out, ' this is only for the saints! &e regene- 
rated!' By this force of action, though mixed wiUi 
all the incoherence and ribaldry imaginable, Daniel 
can laugh at his diocesan, ana grow fat by volun- 
taiT subscription, while the parson of tlie parish goes 
to law for half his dues. Daniel will tell you, ' it 
is not the shepherd, but the sheep witli the bell, 
which the flock follows." 

• Dr. Daniel Bn^esB, who preached to a cougfciP't""" 
JndepewlenlA at the meetiojc-houae in a conrl acUoio 
Carey-street, near Lincoln's Idd. - 
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Another things very wondeifujl this kamed \Miy 
ahottld omit, is, learning to read ; which is a nost 
necessary part of eloquence in one who is to 8«rre 
at the altar : for there is no man but must be sensif 
ble, that the lazy tone, and inarticulate souttd of our 
co;Bmon readers, depreciates the most proper form 
of words that were ever extant, in any nation or ha^^ 
guage, to speak our own wants, or His power fcoia 
whom we ask relief. 

There cannot be a greater instance of th/e power 
of action, than in little parson Dapper, who ia the 
CQmmpn relief to all the lazy pulpits in town. This 
smart youth has a very good memory, a quick eye^ 
and a clean handkerchief. Thus eq«upped, he opens 
his text, shuts his book fairly, shows he has no notes 
in his Bible, opens both palms, and shows all is fair 
there too. Thus, with a decisive air, my young man 
goes on without hesitation : and though from the be- 
ginning to the end of his pretty discourse he had not 
used one proper gesture, yet at the conclusion, the 
churchwarden pulls his gloves from off his kand^t ; 
* Pray who is this extraordinary young man V Thus 
the force of action is such, that it is more prevalent^ 
even when improper, than all the reason and argu« 
ment in the world without it. This gentleman coni- 
eluded his discourse by saying, * I do not doubt but 
if our preachers woula learn to speak, and our rea- 
ders to read, witlun six months time we should not 
have a dissenter within a mile of a church in Gteai 
Britain. 

From my own Apartment ^ September 9. 

I have a letter from a young fellow, who ^comr 
plains to me that ' he was bred a mercer, and is noy( 
just out of his time ; but unfortunately (for he ba# 
no manner of education suitable to his present es- 
tate) an uncle has left him one thousand pounds per 
annnm^ The young man is sensible, that lie is so 
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9pruc^9 that he fears he shall nev^ be genteel as 
long as he lives ; but applies himself tp me to know 
wh^t methods to take, to help his air, and b^ a Ane 
gentleman. 

He says, * that several of those ladies who were 
formerly his customers, visit his mother on purpose 
to fall in his way, and fears he shall be obliged to 
marry, against his will; for,' says he, 'if any of 
them should ask me, I shall not be able to deny her. 

I am,' says he, further, ' utterly at a loss how to 
deal with them: for though I was the most pert 
creature in the world when I was foreman, and could 
hand a woman of the first quality to her coach as 
well as her own gentleman usher, I am now quite 
out of my way, and speechless in their company* 
They commend niy modesty to my face. No on^ 
scruples to say, I certainly should make, the best 
husband in the world, a man of my sober education. 
Mrs. Would-be watches all opportunities to be alone 
with me : therefore, good Mr. Bickerstaff, here are 
my writings inclosed : if you can find any flaw in 
my title, so as it may go to the next heir, who goes 
to St. James's Coffee-house, and White's, and could 
enjoy it, I should be extremely wf 11 pleased witb 
two thousand pounds to set up my trade, and live in 
a way I know I should become, rather than be 
laughed at all my life among too good company. If 
you could send for my cousin, and persuade him tp 
take the estate on these terms, and let nobody know 
it, you would extremely oblige me.' 

Upon first sight, I thought this a very whiwical 
proposal; however, upon more mature considera^ 
tion, I could not but admire tii^ young geptleman's 
prudence and good sense ; for there is nothing so 
irksome as living in a way a man knows he do^s not 
become. J consulted Mr. Obadiah Greenhat* on 

• Mr. Obadiah Greenhat means Acldieon. 
VOL II. N 
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this occasion, and he is so well pleased with the 
man, that he has half a mind to take the estate him- 
self; but upon second thoughts, he proposed this 
expedient ; ' I should be very willing, said he, 'to 
keep the estate where it is, if we could make the 
young man any way easy ; therefore I humbly pro- 
pose, he should take to drinking for one half year, . 
and make a sloven of him, and from thence begin 
his education a-new; for it is a maxim, that one who 
is ill-taught is in a< worse condition than he who is 
wholly ignorant ; therefore a spruce mercer is far- 
ther off the air of a fine gentleman than a downright 
clown. To make our patient any thing better, we 
must unmake him what he is. I, indeed, proposed 
to flux him; but Greenhat answered, * that if he 
recovered, he would be as priin and feat as ever he 
was.' Therefore he would have it his way, and our 
friend is to dnnk until he is carbuncled and tun-bel- 
lied, after which we will send him down to smoke, 
and be buried with his ancestors in Derbyshire. I 
am indeed, desirous he should have his life in the 
estate, because he has such a just sense of himself i 
and his abilities, as to know that it is an unhappi- 
ness to him to be a man of fortune. 

'This youth seems to understand, that a gentle- 
man's life is that of all others the hardest to pass 
through with propriety of behaviour ; for though he 
has a support without art or labour, yet his manner 
of enjoying that circumstance is a thing to be con- 
sidered ; and you see, among men, who are honour- 
ed with the common appellation of gentlemen, so 
many contradictions to that character, that it is the 
utmost ill-fortune to bear it ; for which reason I am 
obliged to change the circumstances of several about 
this town. Harry Lacker is so very exact in his 
dress, that I shall give his estate to his younger 
brother, and make fculm a dancing-master. Nokes 
Liightfoot is so nimble, and values himself so much 
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upon ity that I have thoughts of making him hunts- 
man to a pack of beagles, and giving his land to 
somebody that will stay upon it. 

Now I am upon the topic of becoming what we 
enjoy. I forbid all persons who are not of the first 
quality, or who do not beai: some important office 
that requires so much distinction, to go to Hyde 
Park with six horses ; for I cannot but esteem it. 
the highest insolence. Therefore, hereafter, no man 
shall do it merely because he is able, without any 
other pretension. But, what may serve all purposes 
quite as well, it shall be allowed all such who think 
riches the chief distinction, to appear in the ring 
with two horses only, and a rent-roil hanging out of 
each side of their coach. This is a thought of Mr. 
Oreenhat's, who designs very soon to publish a 
sumptuary discourse upon the subject of equipage, 
wherein he will give us rules on that subject, and 
assign the proper duties and qualifications of mas- 
ters and servants, as well as that of husbands and 
wives ; with a treatise of' economy without doors, 
or the complete art of appearing in we world. This 
will be very useful to all who are suddenly rich, or 
ashamed of being poor. 

» 

Sunt certa piacuUiy quce te 

Terpure Ucto poterunt recreare Ubello. 

HoR. 1 Ep. i. S6. 

And like a charm to th' uinright mind and pure, 
If thrice read o'er, will yield a certain cure. 

I have notice of a new pack of dogs, of quite 
another sort than hitherto mentioned. I have not an 
exact account of their way of hunting, the following 
letter giving only a bare notice of them. 

* Sir, September 7. 

* There are another pack of dogs to be dispose * 
of, who kennel about Charing Cross, at the old " 

VOL. II. 2 N 
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Ddg's, at tke comer of Bueldiigliiuii Court, ii«ar 
Spiing Garden : two of theiki are said to be whe^>e4 
in Alsatia,* now in rmns ; but they, with the rest 
of the pack, are as pernicious, as if the old kennel 
had never be broken down. The ancients distin- 
guished this sort oi curs by the name of Hceredipetes, 
the most pernicious of all biters, for seizing young 
heirs, especially when their estates are entailed; 
whom they reduce by one good bite to such a con-^ 
dition, that they cannot ever after come to the use of 
their teeth, or get a smelling of a crust. Yon are 
desired to dispose of these as soon as you can, that 
the breed may not increase ; and your care in tying 
them up will be acknowledged by, Sir, 

Your humble servant, 
Philanthropos.' 

jS^. Jameis Coffee-housey September 9. 

We have received letters from the Duke of Marl* 
borough's camp, which bring us farther particular^ 
of the great a|id glorious victory obtained oyer the 
enemy on the eleventh instant, N. S. The number 
pf the wounded and prisoners is much greater than 
was expected from our iirst account. 'Hie day was 
doubtful until after twelve of the clock; but the 
enemy made little resistance after their iirst line on 
the left began to give way. An exact narration of 
the whole affair is expected next post. The French 
have had two days allowed tiiem to bury their dead, 
and carry off their wounded men, upon parole. Those 
regiments of great Britain which suffered most are 
ordered into garrison, and fresh troops commanded 
to march into the field. The States have also 
directed tro6ps to march out of the towns, to relieve 
those who lost so many men in attacking the second 
intrenchment of the French in the plain between 
Bart and Jansart. 

♦ White Friars. 
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Qmequid agunt homines' 



nostri est farrago UbeUu 

Jdv. Sat. i. 85, 85. 

Whate'er men do, or say, or think, o^ dream, 

Oar motley paper seizes for its theme. P. 

From my own Apartment, September 12. 

No man can conceiTe, until he come to try it, how 
great a pain it is to be a public-spirited persoQ. I 
am sure I am unable to express to the world what 
great anxiety I have suffered, to see of how little 
benefit my Lucubrations ha^e been to my fellow- 
subjects. Men will go on in their own way, in 
spite of all my labour. I gave Mr. Didapper a 
private reprimand for wearing red-heeled shoes, and 
at the same time was so indulgent as to connive at 
him for fourteen days, because I would give him 
the wearing of them out ; but after all this, I am 
informed he appeared yesterday with a new pair of 
the same sort. I have no better success with Mr. 
What-d'ye-call, as to his buttons: Stentor still 
roars ; and box and dice rattle as loud as they did 
before I writ against them. Partridge walks about 
at noon day, and iEsculapius thinks of adding a 
new lace to his livery. However, I must still go 
on in laying these enormities before men's eyes, and 
let them answer for going on in their practice. 

My province is much larger than at first sight men 
would imagine, and I shall lose no part of my 
jurisdiction, which extends not only to futurity, but 
also is retrospect to things past ; and the behaviour 
of persons who have* long ago acted their parts is as 
much liable to my examination, as that of my own 
contemporaries. 

In order to put the whole race of mankind in the? 

n3 



proper diBtinctioDs, according to the opinion their 
cohabitants conceived of them, I haye^ with very 
much care and depth of meditation,, thought fit to 
erect a chamber of Fame, and established certain 
rules, which are to be observed' in admitting members 
into this illustrious society. 

In this chamber of Fame, there are to be three 
tables, but of different lengths ; the first is to contain 
exactly twelve persons; the second twenty; and 
the third an hundred. This is reckoned to be the full 
number of those who have any competent share of 
famo. At the first of these tables are to be placed 
in their order the twelve most famous persons in the 
world ; not with regard to the things they are famouii 
for, but according to the degree of their fame, whether 
in valour, wit, or learning. Thus, if a scholar be 
more famous than a soldier, he is to sit above him. 
Neither must any preference be given to virtue, if 
the person be not equally famous. 

When the first table is filled, the next in renown 
must be seated at the second, and so on in like man- 
ner to the number of twenty ; as also in the same 
order at the third, which is to hold a hundred. At 
these tables, no regard is to be had to seniority : for 
if Julius Caesar shall be judged more famous than 
Romulus and Scipio, he must have the precedence. 
No person who has not been dead a hundred years 
must be offered to a place at any of these tables : 
and because this is altogether a lay-society, and that 
sacred persons move upon greater motives than that 
of fame, no persons celebrated in holy writ, or any 
eccleiiiastical men whatsoever, are to be introducea 
here. 

At the lower end of the room is to be a side-table 
for persons of great fame, but dubious existence ; 
such as Hercules, Theseus, iBneas, Achilles, Dec- 
tor, and others. But because it is apprehended, 
that diere maybe great doiltention about precedence. 
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the praposer humbly desires the opinion of the 
learned towards his assistance in pla,cing every per- 
son according tp his rank, that none may have just 
occasion of offence. 

The merits of the cause shall be judged by plura- 
lity of voices. 

For the more impartial execution of this impor- 
tant affair, it is desired, that no man will offer his 
favourite hero, scholar, or poet; and that the learned 
will be pleased to send to Mr. Bickerstaff's, at Mr. 
Morphew's, near Stationers'-hall, their several lists 
for the first table only, and in the order they would 
have them placed; after which the proposer will 
compare the several lists, and make another for the 
public, wherein every name shall be ranked accord- 
ing to the voices it has had. Under this chamber 
is to be a dark vault for the same number of persons 
of evil fame. 

It is humbly submitted to consideration, whether 
the project would not be better if the persons of true 
£ame meet in a middle room, those of dubious 
existence in an upper room, and those of evil fame 
in a lower dark room. 

It is to be noted, that no historians are to be 
admitted at any of these tables ; because they ar6 
appointed to conduct the several persons to their 
seats, and are to be made use of as nshers to the 
assemblies. 

I call upon the learned world to send me their 
Assistance towards this design, it being a matter of 
too great moment for any one person to determine, 
But I do assure them, theirJists shall be examined 
with great fidelity, and those that are exposed to the 
public, made with all the caution imaginable. 

In the mean time, while I wait for these lists, I 
am employed in keeping people in a right way, to 
4vold the contrary to fame and applause, to wit, 
Wwne and derision. For this eud I work upon tha* 
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useful project of the penny-post, by the benefit of 
which it is proposed, that a charitable society be . 
established : from which society there shall go every 
day, circular letters to all parts within the bills of 
mortality, to tell people of their faults in a friendly 
and private manner, whereby* they may know what 
the world thinks of them, before it is declared to 
the world that they are thus faulty. This method 
cannot fail of universal good consequences : for it is 
further added, that they who will not be reformod 
by it, must be contented to see the several letters 
printed, which were not regarded by them, that 
when tdey will not take private reprehension, they 
may be tried further by a public one. I am very 
sorry I am obliged to print the following epistles of 
that kind to some persons, and the more because 
they are of the fair sex. 
This went on Friday last to a very fine lady. 

* Madam, 

' I am highly sensible, that there is nothing of 
so tender a nature as the reputation and conduct of 
ladies ; and that when there is the least stain got 
into their fame, it is hardly ever to be washed out. 
When I have said this, you will believe I am ex- 
tremely concerned to hear, at every visit I make, 
that your manner of wearing your hair is a mere 
affectation of beauty, as well as that of your neglect 
of powder has been a conmion evil to your sex. It 
is to you an advantage to show that abundance of 
fine tresses ; but I beseech you to consider, that the 
force of your beauty, and the intiination of you^ 
costs Eleomora great sums of money to her tire- 
woman for false locks, besides what is allowed to 
her maid for keeping the secret, that she is grey. I 
must take leave to add to this admpnition, that you 
are not to reign above four months and odd days 
4onger. Therefore, I must desire you to raise and 
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friz your hair a little, for it vb downright insolence to 
he thus handsome without art; and you willfoTgire 
me for intreating you to do now out of compassion, 
what you must soon do out of necessity. I am, 
madam. 

Your most obedient, and Qiost humble servant. 

This person dresses just as she did before I writ ; 
as does also the lady to whom I addressed the fol* 
lowing billet the same day : 

' Madam, 

* Let me beg of you to take off the patches at the 
lower end of your left cheek, and I will allow two 
more under your left eye, which will contribute more 
to the symmetry of your face ; except you would 
please to remove the ten black atoms on your lady-* 
ship's chin, and wear one large patch instead of them. 
If so, you may properly enough retain the three 
patches above mentioned. I am, &c.' 

This I thought had all the civility and reason in 
the world in i^; but whether my letters are inter- 
cepted, or whatever it is, the lady patcl^es as she 
used to do. It is to be observed by all the charitable 
society, as an instruction in their epistles, that they 
tell people of nothing but what is in their power to 
mend. I shall give another instance of this way of 
writing : two sisters in Essex-street are eternally 
gaping out of the window, as if they knew not the 
value of time, or would call in companions. Upon 
which I writ the following line : 

* Dear Creatures, 
' On the receipt of this shut your casements.' 

But I went by yesterday, and found them still at 
the window. What can a man do in this case, but 
go on and wrap himself up in his own integrlHr 
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with satisfaction only in this melancholy truth, that 
virtue is its own reward : and that if no one is better 
for his admonitions, yet he is himself the more vir- 
tuous in that he gave those advices ? 

St, James's Coffee-house, September 12. 
Letters of the thirteenth instant from the Duke 
of Marlborough's camp at Havre advise, that the 
necessary dispositions were made for opening the 
trenches before Mons. The direction of the siege is 
to be committed to the Prince of Orange, who 
designed to take his post accordingly with thirtj^ bat- 
talions and thirty squadrons on the day follbwing. 
On the seventeenth lieutenant-general Cadogan set 
out for Brussels, to hasten the ammunition and artil- 
lery which is to be employed in this enterprize ; and 
the confederate army was extended from the Haisne 
to the Trouille, in order to cover the siege. The 
loss of the confederates in the late battle is not 
exactly known ; but it appears by a list transmitted 
to the States-general, that the number of the killed 
and wounded in their service amounts to above eight 
thousand. It is computed, that the English have 
lost fifteen hundred men, and the rest of the allies 
above five thousand, including the wounded. The 
S'tates-general have taken tibe most speedy and 
effectual measures for reinforcing their troops ; and * 
it is expected, that in eight or ten days the army will 
be as numerous as before the battle. The affairs in 
Italy afford us nothing remarkable ; only that it is 
hoped the difference between the courts of Viennu 
and Turin will be speedily accommodated. Letters 
from Poland present us with a near prospect of see- 
ing king Augustus re-established on the throne, all 
parties being very industrious to reconcile them- 
selves to his interests. 

WilVs Coffee-house, September 12. 
Of all the pretty arts in which our modern writerw 
excel, there is not any which is more to be recom- 
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mended to the imitatioe of beginners, than the skill 
of transition from one subject to another. I know 
not whether I make myself well understood; but it 
is certain, that the way of stringing a discourse, used 
in the Mercure Gallant, the Gentleman's Journal,* 
and other learned writings; not to mention how 
naturally things present themselves to such as 
harangue in pulpits,, and other occasions which occur 
to the learned; are methods worthy commendation. 
I shall attempt this style myself in a few lines. Sup- 
pose I was discoursing upon the king of Sweden's 
passing the ^Boristhenes. The Borhthenes is a 
great river, and puts me in mind of the Danube and 
the Rhine. The Danube I cannot think of, without 
reflection on that unhappy prince who had such fair 
territories on the banks of it ; I mean the Duke of 
Bavaria, who by our last letters is retired from Mons. 
Mons is as strong a fortification as any which has 
no citadel : and places which are not completely 
fortified, are, methinks, lessons to princes, that they 
are not omnipotent, but liable to the strokes of 
fortune. But as all princes are subject to such 
calamities, it is the part of men of letters to guard 
them from the observations of all small writers : for 
which reason I shall conclude my present remarks, 
by publishing the following advertisement to be 
taken notice of by all who dwell in the suburbs of 
learning : 

' Whereas the King of Sweden has been so uur 
fortunate as to receive a wound in his heel ; we do 
hereby prohibit all epigrammatists in either language 
and both Universities, as well as all other points, of 
what denomination soever, to make any mention of 
Achilles having received his death's wound in the 
same part. 

' We do likewise forbid all comparisons in coffee- 
houses between Alexander the Great and the s**--^ 
• Published about the end of the seyenteenth century * 
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king of Sweden, and from, mftking any parellel^ be* 
twoen the death of Patkul and Philotas ; we being 
Tery apprehensive of the reflections that several po- 
Rticians have ready by them to produce on this oc- 
casion, and being willing, as much as in us lies, to 
free the town of all impertinences of this nature/ 
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Qldcquid afuni homines 

nostri est farrago libelli, 

Juv. Sat. i. 85, 86. 

Whate er men do, or say, or think, or dream, 

Owt motley paper seizes for iits theme. P« 

JFVam my own Apartment, September 14. 

The progress of our endeavours will of necessity 
be very much interrupted, except the learned world 
will please to send their lists to the chamber of Fame 
with all expedition. There is nothing cai) so much 
contribute to create a noble emulation in our youth, 
as the honourable mention of such whose actions 
have outlived the injuries of time, and recommended 
themselves so far to the world that it is become 
learning to know the least, circumstance of their af- 
fairs. It is a great incentive to see, that some men 
have raised themselves so highly above their fellow- 
creatures, that the lives of ordinary men are spent in 
inquiries after the particular actions of the niost 
illustrious. True it is, that without this impulse to 
fame and reputation, our industry would stagnate, 
and that lively desire of pleasing each other die away. 
This opinion was so established in the heathen world, 
that their sense of living appeared insipid, except 
th^ir being was enlivened with a consciousness that 
they were esteemed by the rest of the world. 

tTpon examining' we proportion of men's fame 
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for my table of twelve,^ I thought it no ill way (since 
I had laid it down for a rule that they were to be 
ranked simply as they were famous, without regard 
to their virtue) to ask my sister Jenny's advice; 
and particularly mention to her the name of Aristotle. 
She immediately told me, he was a very great scho- 
lar, and that she had read him at the boarding school. 
She certainly means a trifle, sold by the hawkers, 
called * Aristotle's Problems.' But this raised a 
great scruple in me, whether a fame increased by 
imposition of others is to be added to his account, 
or that these excrescences, which grow out of his 
real reputation, and give encoiiiaigem»nt to others 
to pass things under tbe cov^ of his name, should 
be considered in giving him his seat in the chamber ? 
This punctilio is refeired to the learned. In the 
mean time, so ill-natured are mankind, that I believe 
I have names already sent me sufficient to fill up 
my list for the dark room, and every one is apt 
enough to send in his accounts of Ul deservers. 
This malevolence does not proceed from a real dis- 
like of virtue, but diabolical prejudice against it, 
which makes men willilig to destroy what they care 
not to imitate. Thus you see the greatest characters 
among your acquaintance, and those you live with, 
are traduced by all below them in virtue, who never 
mention them but with an exception. ' However, I 
believe I shall not give the world much trouble about 
filling my tables for those of evil fame ; for I have 
some thoughts of clapping up the sharpers there as 
fast as I can lay hold of them. 

At present, I am employed in looking over the se- 
veral notices which I have received of their manner 
of dexterity, and the way at dice of making all ruggf 
as the cant is. The whole art of securing a die has 
lately been sent nie, ^y a. person who was oi the 
fraternity, but is disabled by the los§ of a finger; by 
which means he. cannot practise that trick as he «sed 
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to do. But I am very much at loss how to call 
8om6 of the fair, who are accomplices with the 
Knights of Industry ; for my raetaphoncal dogs are 
easily enough understood : but the feminine gender 
of dogs has so harsh a sound, that we know not how 
to name it. But I am credibly informed, that there 
are female dogs as voracious as the males, and make 
advances to young fellows, without any other design 
but coming to a familiarity with their purses. I 
have also long lists of persons of condition,' vdio are 
certainly of ^e same regiment with these banditti, 
and instrumental to their cheats upon undisceming 
men of their own' rank. These add theit good re- 
putation io carry on the impostures of others, whose 
very- names would else be defence enougli against 
falling into their hands. But, for th^ honour of our 
nation, these shall be unmentioned; provided we 
hear no more of such practices, and that they shall 
not from henceforward suffer the society of such as 
they know to be the common ei^emies of order, dis- 
cipline, and virtue. If it appear that they go on in 
encouraging them, they must be proceedled against 
according to the severest rules of nistory, where all 
is to be laid before the world with impartiality, and 
without respect to persons. 

' So let the stricken deer g;o weep.' 

WiWs Coffee-house, September 14, 

I fi;ad here for me the following epistle : 

'Sir, 
* Having lately read your discourse about the fa- 
mily of the Trubies, wherein you observe, that there 
aare some who fall into laughter out of a certain be-> 
nevolence in their temper^ and not out of the ordi- 
nary motive, viz. contempt, and triumph over the 
imperfecti6ns of others ; 1 have conceived a good 
idea of your knowledge of mankind. And, as you 
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have a tragi-comic genius, I beg the favour of you 
to give us your thoughts of a quite differeut effect, 
which also is caused by other motives than what 
are commonly taken notice of. What I would have 
you treat of, is the cause of shedding tears. I de- 
sire you would discuss it a little, with observations 
upon the various occasions which provoke us to that 
expression of our concern, &c.' 

To obey this complaisant gentleman, I know no 
way so short as examining the various touches of my 
own bosom, on several occurrences in a long life, to 
the evening of which I am arrived, after as many 
various incidents as any body has n^et with. I have 
often reflected, that there is a great similitude in the 
motions of the heart in mirth and in sorrow ; and I 
think the usual occasion of the latter, as well as the 
former, is something which is sudden and unex- 
pected. The mind has not a sufficient time to re- 
collect its force* and immediately gushes into tears 
before we can utter ourselves by speech or com- 
plaint. The ^|ost notorious causes of these drops 
from our eyes are, pity, sorrow, joy, and recon- 
ciliation. 

The fair sex, who are made of man and not of 
earth, have a more delicate humanity than we hav.e ; 
and pity is the most common cause of their tears : 
for as we are inwardly composed of an aptitude to 
every circumstance of lifb, and every thing that 
befals any one person might have happened to any 
other of the human race ; self-love, and a sense of 
the pain we ourselves should suffer in the circum- 
stances of any whom we pity« is the cause of that 
compassion. Such a renection in the breast of a 
woman, immediately inclines her to tears ; but in a 
man, it makes him think how such a one ought to 
act on that occasion suitably to the dignity of his 
nature. Thus a woman is ever moved for those 
whom she hears lament, and a man for those whon" 
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he observes to suffer in silence. It is a man's own 
l>eliaTiour in the circumstances he is under, which 
procures- him the esteem of others, and not merely 
the affiction itself which demands our pity ; for we 
never give a man that passion which he falls into 
for hinyielf. He that commends himself never pur- 
chases our applause ; nor he who bewails himself^ 
our pity. 

Going through an alley the other day, I observed 
a noisy,' impudent beggar bawl out, 'that he was 
wounded in a merchant-man ; that he had lost his 
poor limbs f and showed a leg clouted up. All 
that passed by, made what haste they could out of 
his sight and hearing; but.a poor fellow at the end 
of the passage, with a rusty coat, a* melancholy air, 
and son voice, desired them ' to look upon a man 
not used to beg.' The latter received the charity of 
almost every one that went by. The strings of the 
heart, which are to be touched to give us com- 
passion, are not so played on but by the finest hand. 
We see in tragical representations, it is not the 
pomp of language, nor the magnificence of dress, in 
whicn the passion is wrought, that touches sensible 
spirits ; ■ but something of a plain and simple nature, 
which breaks in upon our souls, by that sympathy 
which is given us for our natural good-will and 
service. 

In the tragedy of ' Macbeth,' where Wilks acts 
the part of a man whose family has been jnurdered 
in his absence, the wildness of his passion, which 
IS run over in a torrent of calamitous circumstances, 
does but raise my spirits, and give me the alarm ; 
but when he skilfully seems to be out of breath, 
and is brought too low to say more, and upon a se- 
cond reflection cries only, wiping his eyes, ' What 
both children ! Both, both my children gone !' there 
is no reaisting a sorrow which seems to have cast 
about for all the reasons possible for its consolation, 
but has no resource. * There is not one left ; but 
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bodily both are murdered !' such siidden starts from 
the thread of the discourse, fuid a plain sentimeut 
expressed in an artless way, are the irresistible 
strokes of eloquence and poetry. The same great 
master, Shakspeare, can afford us instances of all 
the places where our souls are accessible ; and ever 
commands our tears. But it is to be observed^ 
that he draws them from some unexpected source^ 
v^ch seems not wholly of a piece with the dis* 
Course. Thus, when ^li^tus and Cassius had a de» 
bate in the tragedy of * Caesar,' and roiie to wann 
language against each other, insomuch that it had 
almost come to something that might be £ettal, until 
they recollected themselves ; Bnitus does more than 
make an apology for the heat he had been in, by 
saying, < Portia is dead.^ Here Cassius is all ten?* 
demess, and ready to dissolve, when he conindef s 
that the mind of his friend had been Employed on 
tiie greatest affliction imaginable, when he had been 
adding to it by a debate on trifies ; which makc^ 
him, in the anguish of his heart, cry smt, 'How 
'scaped I killing, when I thus provoked you V Xbis 
is an incident which moves the s^oul in all its senti- 
ments; and Cassius's heart was at once touched 
with all the soft pangs of pity, and reniorfie,^and 
reconciliation. It is said, indeed, by Horace, ' If 
you would have me weep, you must first weep 
yourself.' This is not literally true ;' for it would 
have been as rightly said, if we observe nature. 
That I shall certainly weep if you do not : but what 
is intended by that expression is, that it is not pos- 
sible, to give passion, except you show that you 
suffer yourself. Therefore, the true art seems to be^ 
that wnen you would have the person you represent 
pitied, you must show him at once in the highest 
grief; and struggling to bear it with decency and 
patience. In this case, we sigh for him, and give 
him every groan he suppresses. 

o3 
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I remember^ when I was young enough to follow 
the sports of the field, I have more than once rode 
off at the death of a deer, when I have seen the 
animal, in an affliction which appeared human, with- 
out the least noise, let fall tears when he was reduced 
to extremity ; and I have thought of the sorrow I saw 
him in, when his haunch came to the table. But our 
tears are not giren only to objects of pity^ but the 
mind has recourse to that relief in all occasions which 
give us great emotion. Thus, to be apt to shed 
tears is a sign of a great as well as a little spirit. I 
have heard say, tiie present pope* never passes 
through the people, who always kneel in crowds, 
and ask his benediction, but the tears are seen, to 
flow from his eyes. This must proceed from an 
imagination that he is the father of all those people : 
and that he is touched with so extensive a benevo- 
lence, that it breaks out into a passion of tears* 
You see friends, who have been long absent, tran^ 
sported in the same manner : a thousand little images 
crowd upon them at their meeting, as all the joys 
and griefs they have known during their separation ; 
and in one hurry of thought they conceive now they 
should have participated on those occasions; and 
weep, because their minds are too full to wait the 
slow expression of words. 

Hia lacrymu vitam danmUy et miserescimus vitro. 

ViRO. ^N.ii. 146. 

With tears the wretch confirm'd his tale of woe : 
And soft-ey'd pity pleaded for the foe. 

R. Wymne. 



-* * 



^ There is lately broke loose from the London 
pack, a very tall, dangerous biter. He is now at the 
^ath, and it is feared will make a damnable havoc 
amongst the game. His manner of biting is new, and 



• Pope Clemen* '^^ 



6d: ' i:'ATLBR. 151 

he is called the Top. He secures one die betwixt 
his two fingers : the other is fixed, by the help of a 
&mous wax, invented by an apothecary, since a 

famester ; a little of which- he puts upon his fore- 
ngec, and that holds the die in the box at his 
devotion. Great sums have been lately won by these ' 
ways ; but it is hoped, that this hint of his manner of 
cheating will open the eyes of many who are every 
day imposed upon. • 

tit There is now in the press, and will be sud- 
denly published, a book, entitled, * An Appendix to 
the Contempt of the Clergy;'* wherein will be set 
forth at large, that all our dissentions are owing to 
the* laziness of persons in the sacred ministry, and 
that none of the present schisms could have crept 
into the Hock, but by the negligence of the pastors. 
There is a digression in this treatise, proving, that the 
pretences made by the priesthood, from time to time, 
that the church was in danger, is only a trick to 
make the laity passionate for that of which they them- 
selves have been negligent. The whole concludes 
with an exhortation to the clergy', to the study of 
eloquence, and practice of piety, as the only mediod 
to support the highest of all honours, that of a priest 
who lives and acts according to his character. 
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'Quid oportet 



No8 facere, d vulgo longi latique remoto$! 

HoR. l.Sat. vi. 17. j 

But how shall we, who differ far and wide 

FVom the mere yolgar, this great point decide ? i 

Francis. 

From my own Apartment, September 16. 

It is, as far as it relates to our present being, the 
great end of education to raise ourselves above the 

♦ A celebrated book, written by Dr. John Eachard, ar 
published in 1670. 
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Tttlgar ; but what is intended by the ralfpir k not, 
metbinks, enough understood. In me, indeed, th«t 
word raises a quite different idea from what it nftuatt]^ 
does in others ; but perhaps that proceeds frma my 
being old, and beginning to want the relish of sucn 
satisfecctions as are the ordinary entertainment of men^ 
However, such as my opinion is is/this case, I will 
speak it ; because it is possible that turn of thought 
may be received by others, who may reap ofs. much 
satisfaction from it as I do myself. 

It is to me a very great meanness, and semetiun^ 
much below a philosopher, which is what I mean 
by a gentleman, to rank a man among the. vulgar 
for the condition of life he is in, and not according 
to his behaviour, his thoughts, and sentiments^ in 
that condition. For if a man be loaded wilJi richea 
and honours, and in that state of life has thoughts 
and inclinations below the meanest artificer; is not 
such an artificer, who within his pchver is good to 
his friends, moderate in his demands for Ins labour, 
and cheerful in his occupation, very much superior 
to him who lives for no other end bnt to serve himself, 
and assumes a preference in aU his words and actions 
to those who act thehr part with much more grace 
than himself? Epictetus has made use of the simili- 
tude of a stage-play to human life with much spirit. 
' It is not,' says he, ' to be considered, among the 
actors, who is prince, or who is beggar, but who acts 
prince or beggar best.' The circumstance of life 
should not be. that which gives us place, but our 
behaviour in that circumstance is what should be our 
solid distinction. Thus, a wise man should think no 
man above him or below him, any further than it 
regards the outward order or discipline of the world ; 
for if we conceive too great an idea of the eminence 
of our superiors, or subordination of our inferiors, it 
will have an ill effect upon our behaviour to both. 
He who Ihinks ttO Ukwn above him but for his virtue. 
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none below him but for his yice^ can never be ob- 
sequious or assuming in a wrong place; but will 
frequently emulate men in rank below him, and pity 
those above kim. 

This sense of mankind is so far from a levelling 
principle, that it only sets us upon a true basis of 
distinction, and doubles the merit of such as be- 
come their condition. A man in power, who can, 
without the ordinary prepossessions which stop the 
way to the true knowledge and service of mankind, 
overlook the little distinctions of fortune, raise ob- 
scure merit, and discountenance successful indesert, 
has, in the minds of knowing men, the figure of an 
angel rather than a man ; and is above the rest of 
men in the highest character he can be, even that of 
their benefactor. 

Turning my thoughts, as I was taking my pipe 
tliis evening, after this manner, it was no small de- 
light to me to receive advice from Felicia, that £bo- 
racensis was appointed a governor of one (jf their 
plantations. As I am a great lover of mankind, I 
took part in the happiness of that people who were to 
be governed by one of so great humanity, justice, 
and honour. Eboracensis had read all the schemes 
which writers have formed of government and order, 
and has been long conversant with men who have 
the reins in their hands ; so that he can very well dis- 
tinguish between chimerical and practical politics. 
It is a great blessing, when men have to deal with 
such different characters, in the same species as those 
of freemen and slaves, that they who command have 
a just sense of human nature itself, by which they can 
temper the haughtiness of the master, and soften the 
servitude of the slave — ' H(b tiln erunt artes.' This 
is the notion with which those of the plantation re- 
ceive Eboracensis : and, as I have cast his nativity, 
I find there wilb be a record made of this person*s 
administration ; and on that part of the shore from 
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whence he embarks to return from his gOTemment, 
there will be a monument, with these words : * Here 
the pe<^le wept, and took leave of Eboracensis, the 
first governor our mother Felicia sent, who, during 
his command here, believed himself her subject.' 

Whitens Ckocolate-houge^ September 16. 

The following letter wants such sudden dispatch, 
that all things else iQust wait for this tim^ : 

' Sir, Sept. 13| Equal day and night. 

* There are two ladies, who, haying a good opi- 
nion of your taste and judgment, desire you to make 
use of them in the following particular, which per- 
haps you may allow very extraordinary. The two 
ladies before mentioned have, a considerable time 
since, contracted a more sincere and constant friend- 
ship than their adversaries, the men, will allow 
consistent with the frailty of female nature; and, 
being from a long acquaintanojB convinced of the 
perfect agreement of their tempers, have thought 
upon an expedient to prevent their separation, and, 
cannot think any so effectual (since it is , common 
for love to destroy friendship) as to give up both 
their liberties to the same person in marriage. The 
gentleman they have pitched upon is neidier well 
bred nor agreeable, his understanding moderate, and 
his person never designed to charm women; but 
having so much self-interest in his nature, as to be 
satisfied with making double contracts, upon con- 
dition of receiving double fortunes : and most men 
being so far sensible of the uneasiness that one wo- 
man occasions ; they think him, for these reasons, 
the most likely person of their acquaintance to re*- 
ceive these proposals. Upon all other accounts, he 
is the last man either of them would chuse, yet for 
this preferable to all the rest. They desire to know 
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y0ur opknoB the next post, resolving to defer farUier 
proceeding, until they have received it. 
I am. Sir, 

your unknown, unthought of, 

humble servant, 
Bridget Eithbrside/ 

This is very .extraordinary; aad much might be 
objected by me^ who am something of a civilian, 
to the case of two marrying the same man: but 
these ladies are, . 1 perceive, free<»thinkers ; and 
therefore I shall u»eak only to the prudential part of 
this design, merely as a p^losopner, without en- 
tering into the merit of it in the ecclesiastical or civil 
law. These constant friepds, Piladea and Orestea, 
are at a loss to preserve their friendship from the 
encroachments of love; for which end they have 
resolved upon a fellow who cannot be the object of 
affection or esteem. to either, and oonsequendy can- 
not rob one of the place each has in her fnend's 
heart. But in all my reading (and I have read all 
that the sages of love have writ) I have found the 
greatest danger in jealousy. The ladies, indeed, to 
toFoid this passion, chuse a sad fellow ; but if they 
would be advised by me, they had bettio' have each 
her worthless man; otherwise, he ^at was despi- 
cable, whale he wasindifferent to them, will become 
valnable when he .seems to prefer ope to the other* 

I remember in the history of Don C^iixote of 
la Manca, .there is a memorable passage, which 
opens to us the weakness of our nature in such par- 
ticulars. The Don falls into discourse with a gen- 
tleman, whom he calls * the Knight of the Green 
Cassock,' and is invited to his house. Wheii he 
comes there, lie runs into, discourse and panegyiic 
upon the economy and government, and order of 
Jiis family, the education of his children, and lastly 
on the singular wisdom of Mm who disposed thiagr 
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with that esactness. The gentleman makes a so^ 
liloquy to himself) ' O irresistible power. of flattery ! 
Though I know this is a madman, I cannot help 
being taken with his applause.' The ladies will fi^d 
this much more true in the case of their lover, and 
the woman he most likes will certainly be more 
pleased, she whom he slights more offended, than 
she can imagine before she was tried. Now, I hum- 
bly propose, that they both marry coxcombs whom 
they are sure they cannot like, and then they may 
be pretty secure against the change of affection, 
which they fear : and, by that means, preserving the 
temperature under which they now write, enjoy, 
during life, ' Equal day and night.' 

St Jameis Coffee-hou^B, September 16. 

There is no: manner of news; but people how 
toend their time in coffee-houses, in jeflections upon 
the particulars of the late glorious day, and collect- 
ing the several parts of the action, as they are pro- 
duced in letters from private hands, or notices given 
to us by accounts in public papers. A pleasant 
gentleman, alluding to the great fences through 
which we pierced, said this evening, ^the French 
thought themselves on the right side of the hedge, 
but it proved otherwise.' Mr Kidney, who has long 
conversed with, and filled tea for, the most consum- 
mate politicians, was pleased to give me an account 
of this piece . of ribaldry ; and desired me, on that 
occasion, to vrrite a whole paper on the subject of 
valour, and explain how that quality, which must 
be possessed by whole armies, is so highly prefer- 
able in one man rather than another ; and how the 
same actions are but mere acts of duty in some, and 
instances of Ihe most heroic virtue in others. He 
advises me not to fail^ in this discourse^ to men- 
tion the gallantry of the Prince of Nassau in this 
last engagement; who, when a battalioirmade a halt 
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in the, face of the enemy, snatched the colours out 
of the hands of the ensi^, and planted them just be<- 
fore the line of the enemy, calling to that battalion 
to take care of their colours, if they had no regard 
to him. Mr Kidney has my promise to obey him in 
this particular, on the iirst occasion that offers. 



%* Mr. Bicker staff is now compiling exact ac- 
counts of the pay of the militia, and the commission- 
officers under th^ respective lieutenancies of Great 
Britain ; in the first ]place, of those of London and 
TVestminster ; and in regard that there are no com- 
mon soldiers, but all house-keeepers, or, representa- 
tives of house-keepers, in these bodies, the sums 
raised by the officers. shall be looked into; and their 
fellow-soldiers, or rather fellow-travellers from one 
part of the town to the other, not defrauded of the 
ten pounds allowed for the subsistence of the troops. 

t4-t Whereas not very long since, at a tavern be- 
tween Fleet-bridge and Charing-cross, some certain 
polite gentlemen thought fit to* perform the baccha- 
nalian exercises of devotion by dancing without 
clothes on, after the manner of the Prae- Adamites : 
this is to certify those persons, that there is no man- 
ner of wit or humour in the said practice ; and that 
the beadles of the parish are to be at their next 
meeting, where it is to be examined, whether they 
are arrived at want of feeling, as well as want of 
shame. 

ttt Whereas a chapel-clerk was lately taken in a 
garret, on a flock-bed, with two of the /air sex, who 
are usually employed in sifting cinders : this is to let 
him know, that if he persists in being a scandal both 
to laity and clergy, as being as it were both and 
neither, the names of the nymphs who were with 
him shall be printed ; therefore he is desired, as he 
tenders the reputation of his. ladies, to. repent. 

VOL. II. p - 
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§$§ Mr. Bickerslaff has receired infomation, that 
aa ^mineBt aiid noble preacher* in the chief congre- 
gation of Great Britain for fear of being thought 
guilty of presbyterian fervency and extemporary 
prayer, lately tead his, before hi» sermon ; bat the 
same advices acknowledging that he made ihe con- 
gregation large amends by the shortness of his dis- 
course, it is thought fit to make no further observa- 
tion upon it. 
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QitUquid agvnt homines- 



nostri est farrago libeUi. 

Jdv. Sat. i. 85, 86. 
Whatever good is done, whatever iU— 
By human kind, shall this collection fill. 

From my own Apartment ^ September 19. 

The following letter, in prosecution of what I hare 
lately asseited, has urg^d that matter so much bet- 
ter dum I had, that I insert it as I received it 
These testimonials are customary with us learned 
men, and sometimes are suspected to be written by 
the author; but I iiear no one wiH suspect me of 
tins. 

* Sir, London, Sept. 15, 1709. 

* Having read ybur lucubrations of the tenth in- 
stant, I cannot but entirely agree with you in your 
notion of the scarcity of men who can either read or 
speak. For my part, I have lived these thirty years 
in the world, and yet have observed but very few 
who could do eidier in any tolerable manner; among 
which few, you must understand that I reckon my- 

• The author seems here to allude to the chapel-royal at 
St. James's, where Robert Booth, DID. dean of Bristol,, was 
at that time ^-oiily ^ honourable ' chaplain. 
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self. How hx eloqueiioe, set oS with the proper 
omaments oi yoice and gesture, will prevail over 
the passions, and how cold and unaffectinf^ the best 
oration in the world would be without them, there 
are are two remarkable instances, in the case x>f 
Ligarius, and that of Milo. Caesar had condemned 
Ligarius. He came indeed to hear what might be 
said ; but, thinking himself his own master, resolved 
not to be biassed by any thing Cicero could say in 
his behalf; but in this he was mistaken ; for when 
the orator bpgan to speak, the hero is moved, he is 
vanquished, and at length the criminal is absolved. 
It must be observed that tliis famous orator was 
less renowned for his courage than his eloquence ; 
for though. he came at another time prepared to de- 
fend Mik> with one of the best orations that anti* 
quity has produced ; yet being seized with a sudden 
fear, by seeing some armed men surrounding the Fo- 
rum, he' ftdt^red in his speech, and became unable 
to exert that irresistible lonee and beauty of action 
which would have saved his client, and for want of 
which he was condemned to banishment. As the 
success of the former of these orations met with ap^ 
plause, chiefly owing to the life and graceful manner 
with which it was recited (for some there are who 
think it may be read without transport) so the latter 
seems to have failed of success for no other reason 
but because the orator was not in a condition to. set 
it off with those omaments. It must be confessed, 
that artful sound will, with the crowd, prevail even 
more than sense; but those who are masters of both, 
will ever gain the admiration of all their hearers ; 
and there is, I think, a very natural account to be 
given of this matter : for the sensation of the head 
and heart is caused in each of these parts by the 
outward organs of the eye and ear : that, therefore, 
which is conveyed to the understanding and passions 
by only one of these organs, will not affect " 

p2 
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mach as that which is transioiitted through both. I 
cannot but think your charge is just against a great 
part of the learned clergy of Great Britain, who de-* 
UTer the most excellent discourses with such cold- 
ness and indifference, that it is no great wonder the 
unintelligent many of their congregations fall asleep. 
Thus it happens that their orations meet with a quite 
contrary fate to that of Demosthenes you mentioned : 
for as that lost much of its beauty and force, by be- 
ing repeated to the magistrates at Rhodes without 
the winning action of that great orator ; so the per- 
formances of these gentlemen never appear with so 
little grace, and to so much disadvantage, as when 
delivered by themselves from the pulpit. Hippo- 
crates being sent for to a patient in this cily, and 
having felt his pulse, inquired into the symptoms of 
his distemper : and -finding that it proceeded in great 
measure from want of sleep, advises his patient, with 
an air of gravity, to be carried to church to hear a 
sermon, not doubting but that it would dispose him 
for the rest he wanted. , If some of the rules Horace 
gives for the theatre were (not improperly) applied 
to our pidpits, . we should not hear a sermon pre- 
scribed as a good opiate. 



Si vis mejlere, dolendum est 



Prianufi ifse tihi Hoe. Ars Poet ver. 1021 ' 

If you would have me weep,^ begin the strain. Francis*. 

' A man must himself express some concern and 
affection in delivering his discourse, if he expects 
his auditory should interest themselves in what he 
proposes. For otherwise, notwithstanding the dig- 
nity and importance of the subject he treats off not- 
withstanding the weight and argument of the dis- 
course itself; yet too many will say, 

^ Male si mandata loqtierisy 

AtU dannitabo, out ridebo Hor. Atb. Poet. ver. 104. 

But if, unmoT'd, you act not what you say, 
ru sleep or laugh the lifeless theme away. 
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' If there foe a deficiency in the speaker, tibere 
w31 not be a sufficient attention and regard paid to 
the thing spoken : but, Mr. Bickerstaff, you know» 
that as too little action is cold, so too much is fuU 
some. Some, indeed, may think themselres. accom-^ 
plished speakers, for no other reason than because 
^ey can be loud and noisy; for surely Stentor must 
have some design in his vociferations. But, dear 
Mr. Bickerstaff, convince them, that as harsh and 
irregular sound is not harmony ; so neither is bang- 
ing a cushion, oratory : and therefore, in my humble 
opinion, a certain divine of the first order, whom 1 
allow otherwise to be a great man, would do well 
to leave this off; for I think his sermons would be 
more persuasive, if he gave his auditory less dis- 
turbance. Though I cannot say that this action 
would be wholly improper to a prophane oration ; 
yet, I think, in a religious assembly, it gives a man 
too warlike, or perhaps too theatrical a figure to be 
suitable to a Chnstian congregation. 

' I am. Sir, your humble servant,' &c. 

The most learned and ingenious Mr. Rosehat is 
also pleased to write to me on this subject — 

*Sir, 

* I read with great pleasure in Ihe Tatler of Sa- 
turday last, the conversation upon eloquence : per- 
mit me to hint to you one thing the great Roman 
orator observes upon this subject; Caput enim arid'- 
tnUfotur aratcris (he quotes Menedemus, an Athe- 
nian), ut ipns apud quos ageret taUs qmUemipie 4m- 
t€aret videretur; id fieri viks diffwUate. (Tull. ^e 
Orat.) It is the first rule in oratory, that a man 
must appear such as he would persuade others to be ; 
and that can be accomplished only by the force of 
his life. I believe it might be of gveat service to 
let our public orators know, that an unnatnral |;Ta«- 
vity, or an unbecoming Icvily in their behaviour 

- p 3 
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of the pulpit, will take yery much froib the foree of 
their eloquence in it. Excuse another scrap of La- 
tin ; it is from one of the fathers ; I think it will ap- 
pear a just obsenration to all, and it may hare 
authority with some ; Qui auiem doceni tantum, nee 
facmnty ipsi praceptis suis^ detrahunt pondia: quis 
eidm obiemperet, cum ipsi praceptores doceant nm ob- 
temperare ? Those who teach, but do not act agree- 
ably to the instructions they give to others, take 
away all weight from their doctrine : for who will 
obey the precepts they inculcate, if they themselves 
teach us by their practice to disobey them? 

' I am^ sir, your most humble senrant, 

Jonathan Rosehat/ 

< p. S. — You were complaining in that paper, that 
the clergy of Great Britain had not yet learned to 
speak : a very great defect indeed : and therefore I 
shall think myself a well-deseryer of the church, ia> 
recommending' all the dumb clergy to the famous 
speaking doctor at Kensington. This ingenious 
gentleman, out of compassion to those of a bad ut- 
terance, has placed his whole^ study in the new mo- 
delling the organs of voice : which art he has so far 
advanced, as to be able even to make a good orator 
of a pair of bellows. He lately exhibited a speci- 
men of his skill in this way, of which I was inform- 
ed by the worthy gentlemen then present; who were 
at once delighted and amazed to hear an instrument 
of so simple an organization use an exact articula- 
tion of words, a just cadency in its sentences, and 
a wonderful pathos in its pronunciation ; not that he: 
designs to expatiate in this practice; because he 
cannot, as he says, apprehend wJiat use it may l>e 
of to mankind, whose benefit he aims at in a more 
particulax manner : and for the same reason, he will 
Aever moce. instruct the feathered kind, the pairot 
haying been his la^t scholar in *^^* w»v. He has 
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a wonderful faculty in making and mending echoes : 
and this he will perform at any time for th^ use of 
the solitary in the country; being a man born for 
universal good, and for that reason recommended^ to 
your patronage, by, sir; yours, &c. 

Another learned gentleman, giyes me also this 
encomium : 

« Sir. September 16. 

* You afe now got into a useful and noble sub- 
ject; take care to handle it with judgment and de- 
licacy. I wish every young divine would give yours 
of Saturday last a senous perusal ; and now you are 
entered upon the action of an orator, if you would 
proceed to favour the world with some remarks on 
the mystical enchantments of pronunciation, what a 
secret force there is in the accents of a tunable voice, 
and wherefore the works of two very great men of 
the profession could never please so well when read 
as heard, I shall trouble you with no more scribble. 
You are now in the method of being truly profitable 
and delightful. If you can keep up to such great 
and sublime subjects, and pursue them with a suit- 
able genius, go on and prosper. Farewell.' 

Whitens Chocolate-home, September 19. 

This was left for me here, for the use of the com- 
pany of the house : 

To Isaac Bickerstaff, Esquire. 
* Sir, September 15, 

' The account you gave lately of a certain dog- 
kennel in. or near Suffolk-street was not so punctual, 
as to the list of the dogs, as might have been ex- 
pected from a person of Mr. Bickerstaff's intelli- 
gence ; for if you will dispatch Pacolet thither some 
evening, it is ten to one but he finds, besides those 
you mentioned, 

' Towzer, a large French mongrel, that was bC 
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long ago in a tattered condidon, but has now got 
new hair ; is not fleet, but when be grapples, bites 
even to the marrow. , 

' Spring, a little French greyhound, that lately 
made a false trip to Tunbridge. 

' Sly, an old battered foxhound, that began the 
game in Frilnce. 

* Ldghtfoot, a fine-skinned Flanders dog, that 
belonged to a pack at Ghent ; but having lost flesh, 
is gone to Pans for the benefit of the air. 

' With several others, that in time may be worth 
notice. 

< Your familiar will see also, how anxious the 
keepers are about the prey, and indeed not without 
very good reason, for they have their share of every 
thing: nay, not so much as a poor rabbit can be 
run down, but the^e carnivorous curs swallow a 
quarter of it. Some mechanics in the neighbour- 
hood, that have entered into this civil society, and 
who furnish part of the carrion and oatmeal for the 
dogs, have the skin ; and the bones are picked clean 
by a little French shock, that belongs to the family, 
&c. I am. Sir, your humble servant,' &c. 

' I had almost forgot to tell you, that Ringwood 
bites at Hampstead with false teetb.'* 
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QiUcquid agunt honUnea 

noBtri eat farrago liheUi, 

Juv. Sat. i. 86,86. 
Whatever good is done, tDkatever i il 
By human kind, shall this collection fill. 

From my own Apartment, September 21. 

I HAVE long been, against nQr inclination, employed 
in satire, and that in prosecution of such persons 

♦ False dice. 



9].. TATJLEIL 165 

who are below the dignity of the true spirit of it; 
such ,who, I fear, are not to be reclaimed by making 
them only ridiculous. The sharpers shall, there- 
fore have a month's time to themselves, free from 
the observation of this paper ; but I must not make 
a truce, without letting them know, that at the 
same time I am preparing for a more vigorous war : 
for a friend of mine has promised me, he will em- 
ploy his time in compiling such a tract, before the 
session of the ensuing parliament, as shall lay gam- 
ing home to the bosoms of all who love their country 
or their families ; and he doubts not but it will create 
an act, that shall make these rogues as scandalous 
ss those less mischievous ones on the high road. 

I have received private intimations to take care of 
my walks, and remember there are such things as 
stabs and blows : but as there never was any thing 
in this design which ought to displease a man of 
honour, or which was not designed to offend the 
rascals, I shall give myself very little concern for 
finding what I expected, that they would be highly 
provoked at these lucubrations. But though I ut- 
terly despise the pack, I mu^t confess I am at a 
stand at the receipt of the following letter, which 
seems to be written by a 'man of sense and worth, 
who has mistaken some passage that I am sure was 
not levelled at him. This gentleman's complaints 
give me compunction, when I neglect the threats of 
the rascals. I cannot be in jest with the rogues any 
longer, since they pretend to threaten. I do not 
know whether I shall allow them the favour of 
transportation. 

Mr. Bickerstaff, September 13. 

' Observing you are not content with lashing the 
many vices of the age, without illustrating each with 
particular characters, it is thought nothing would 
more contribute to the impression you design 
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8ttch, thiuialyrays having regard to troth. In your 
Taiier of this day» I ohsenre you allow that nothing 
b so tender as a lady's reputation ; that a stain once 
got in their fame is hardly ever to be washed out. 
This you grant, even when you give yourself leave 
to trifle. If so, what eaution is necessary in hand- 
ling the reputation of a man, whose well-being in 
this life perhaps entirelv depends on preserving it 
from any wound, which once there received, -too 
often becomes fatal and incurable? Suppose- some 
villainous band, through personal prejudice, transn 
mits matenala for this purpose, which you puUish 
to the world, and afterwards become fully con* 
vinced you were imposed ou'; as by this time yon 
may be of a character you have sent Into the wodd : 
I say, supposing this, I would be glad to know, 
what reparation you think ought to be made the 
person so injured, admitting you stood in Ins -place. 
It has always been held, that a generous education 
is the surest mark of a generous mind. The fonner 
is indeed peis|»cuous in all your papers : and I am 
persuaded, though you afibct often to show the lat- 
ter, yet you would not keep any measures, even of 
Christianity, with those who should handle you in 
the manner you do others. The application of all 
thia is from your having very lately glanced at a 
aHm, under a character, which were he jconscioua 
to deserve, he would > be the first to rid the world of 
himself; and would be more justifiable in it to all 
sorts of men, than you in your committing snch a 
violence on his reputation, which perhaps you may 
be convinced of in another manner than yon deserve 
from him. 

' A man of your capacity, Mr. Bickerstaff, should 
have more noble views, and pursue the true spirit of 
satire; but I will coneludev lest I grow oat.of tem«> 
per,. and will only beg you, for your own preserva« 
tton, to remember die proverb of the niteher. 

I am yours, J. 
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The proverb of the pitcher I h&Te no regftrd to ; 
but it would be an insensibility not to be pardoned, 
if a man could be untouched at so varm an accusa- 
tion, and Uiat laid with So much seeming temper. 
All I can say to it is, that if the writer, by die same 
method whereby he coDTeyed this letter, shall give 
me an instance wherein I have injured any good 
man, or pointed at any thing which is not ^e true 
ol^ect of raillery, I shall actuiowledge the offence 
in aa open a manner as the press cut do it, and lay 
down this paper for ever. 

There is something very terrible in unjustly at- 
tacking men in a way that may prejudice their 
honour or fortune : but when men of too modest a 
sense of themselves will think they are touched, it 
is impossible to prevent ill consequences from the 
most innocent ana general discourses. This I have 
known happen in circumstances the most foreign to 
theirs who have taken offence at them. An adver- 
tisement, lately published, relating to Omi^ron, 
alarmed a gentlemen of good sense, integrity, honour, 
and industry, who is, in every particular, different 
from the trifling pretenders pointed at in that adver- 
tisement. When the modesty of some is as exces- 
flive as the vanity of othera, what defence is there 
against misinterpretation ? However, giving dis- 
turbance, though not intended, to men of virtuous 
characters, has so sincerely troubled me, that I will 
break from this satirical veiii ; and, to show I very 
litde value myself upon it, shall, for this month en- 
suing, leave the sharper, the fop, the pedant, the 
Eroud man, the insolent ; in a word, all the tra.in o" 
naves and fools, to their own devices, aiul tou< 
on nothing but panegyric. This way is suitable 
the true genins of the StaSs, who are much more ii 
clined to reward than punish. If, therefore, th 
nnthor of the above-mentioned letter does not c.on>- 
mand my silence wholly, as he shall if I dr 
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him satisfactioiiy I shall for the above-mentioned 
space turn my thoughts to raising merit from its 
obscurity, celebrating virtue in its distress, and at- 
tacking vice by no other method, but setting inno- 
cence in a proper light. 

Wiirs Coffee-kmse, September 20. 
I here find for me the following letter : 

' Esquire Bickerstaff. 

' Finding your advice and censure to have a good 
effect, I desire your admonition to our vicar and 
schoolmaster, who, in his preaching to his auditors, 
stretches his jaws so wide, that instead of instruct- 
ing youth, it rather frightens them: likewise in 
reading prayers, he has such a careless loll, that 
people are justly offended at. his irreverent posture ; 
besides the extraordinary charge they are put to in 
sending their children to dance, to bring them off of 
those ill gestures. Another evil faculty he has, in 
making the bowling-green his daily residence, in- 
stead of his church, where his curate reads prayers 
every day.' If the weather is fair, his time is spent 
in visiting; if cold, or wet, in bed, or at least at 
home, though within a hundred yards of the church. 
These, out of many such irregular practices, I wtite 
for his reclamation ; but two or three things more 
before I conclude : to wit, that genenilly when his 
curate preaches in the afternoon, he sleeps sotting 
in the desk on an hassock. With all this he is so 
extremely proud, that he will go but once to the 
sick, except they return his visit.' 

I was going on in reading my letter, when I was 
interrupted by Mr. Greenhat, who has been this 
evening at the play of Hamlet. ' Mr. Bickerstaff,' 
said he, ' had you been to-night at the play-house, 
you had seen tlie force of action in perfection : your 
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admired Mr. Betterton behaved himself so well^ 
that, though now about seventy, he acted youth ; 
and by the prevalent power of proper manner, 
gesture, and voice, appeared through the whole 
drama a youn^ man of great expectation, vivacity, 
and enterprize. The soliloquy, where he began 
the celebrated sentence of, ' To be, or not to be !' 
the expostulation, where he explains with his mother 
in her closet; the noble ardour, after seeing his 
father's ghost; and his generous distress for the 
death of Ophelia, are each of them circumstances 
which dwell strongly upon the minds of the audience, 
and would certainly affect their behaviour on any 
parallel occasions in their own lives. Pray, Mr. 
Bickerstaff, let us have virtue thus represented on 
the stage with its proper ornaments, or let these 
ornaments be added to her in places more sacred. 
As for my part,' said he, * I carried my cousin Jerry, 
this little boy, with me ; and shall always love the 
child for his partiality in all that concerned the 
fortune of Hamlet. This is entering youth into the 
affections and passions of manhood before-hand, 
and, as it were« antedating the affects we hope from 
a long and liberal education.' 

I cannot, in the midst of many other things, which 
press, hide the comfort that this letter from my in- 
genious kinsman gives me. 

* To my honoured kinsman, Isaac Bickerstaff, 

Esquire. 

* DEAR COUSIN, Oarford, Sept. 18. 

' I am sorry though not surprised, to find that 
you have rallied the men of dress in vain ; that the 
amber-headed cane still maintains its unstable post; 
Uiat pockets are but a few inches shortened ; and a 
beau is still a beau, from the crown of his night-cap 
to the heels of his shoes. For your comfort I .can 
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BMure 3rou» tbat your endearours succeed better in 
thia famous seat of iearaiBg^. By them, the mannera 
of our young gentlemen are in a fair way of amend- 
menty and their very language is mightily refined. 
To them it is owing, that not a servitor will sing a 
a catchy not a senior fellow make a pun, nor a de- 
tenuining bachelor chink a bumper : attd< I belieye 
a geiitleniatt'*'eoramoner would as* soon have the 
heels of his shoes red, as his stockings. When a 
witling stands at a coffee-house door, and sneers at 
Ibosei who pass by, to the great improvement of his 
hopeful audience, he is no longer suraamed 'a slicer,' 
but ' a man of fire' is the word. A beauty whose 
health is drunk from Heddington to Hinksey ; who 
has been the theme of the Muses, her cheeks painted 
with roses, and her bosom planted with orange 
boughs ; has no more the title of *' lady," but reigns 
aa undisfmted " toast." Whento the plain garb of 
gown and band, a spark adds an inconsistent long 
wig, we do not say now *' he boshes," but ** there 
goqs a' smart fellow/' If a virgin blushes, we no 
longer cry ** she blues." He that drinks until he 
stares is no more " tow-row," but f* honest." " A 
youngster in a scrape," is a word out of date ; and 
what brightman says, " I was joabed by the dean?" 
** Bamhmizling"is exploded; ** a shat" is *' a tatler;" 
and if the muscular motion of a man's face be violent, 
no mortal says, '^he raises a horse," but ** he is a 
lAerry fellow." 

' 1 congratulate you, my dear kinsman, upon 
these conquests; such as Roman emperors lamented 
thisy could not gain ; and in which you rival your 
ciorrespondent Louin^ le Grand, and his dictating 



* Be yours the glory to perform, mine to record, 
•as Mr. Bryden has said before me to his kinsman ; 
and while you enter triumphant into the temple of 
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the Muses^ I, as my office requires^ will^ with my 
staff on my shoulder, attend and conduct you. 
I am, dear cousin. 

Your most affectionate kinsman, 

Benjamin Beadlestaff/ 

%* Upon the humble application of certain per« 
sons who have made heroic figures in Mr. Bicker- 
staff's narration, notice is hereby given, that no 
such shall eyer be mentioned for the future, except 
those who have sent menaces, and not submitted to 
admonition. 
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Quiequid agunt hominea 

noairi eat farrago libiUi, 

Jnv. Sat. i. 85^ 86. 
WhateVr men do, or say, or think, or dream, ^ 

Our motley paper seizes for its theme. P. 

White's Chocolate-house, September 23. 

I HAVJ9 taken upon me no very easy task in turning 

all my thoughts on panegyric, when most of the 

advices I receive tend to the quite contrary purpose ; 

and I have few notices but such as regard tollies 

and vices. But the properest way for me to treat is 

to keep in general upon the passions and affections 

of men, with as little regard to particulars as the 

nature of the thing will admit. However, I think 

there is something so passionate in the circumstances 

of the lovers mentioned in the following letter, that 

I am willing to go out of my way to obey what is 

commanded in it : 

* Sir, London, Sept. 17. 

' Your design of entertaining the town with the 

characters of the ancient heroes, as persons shall 

send an account to Mr. Morphew's, encourages me 

and others to beg of you, that, in the mean time, it 

it is not contrary to me method you have prop' 

q2 
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you would give ub one paper upon the subject of 
the deatti of Psetus and his wife^ when Nero sent 
him an order to kill himself: his wife, setting him 
the example, died with these words : " Paetus, it is 
not painful. '^ You must know the story, and your 
observations upon it will oblige, Sir, 

Your most humble servant.' 

When the worst of men that ever lived in the 
world had the highest station in it, human life was 
the object of his diversion ; and he sent orders fre- 
quently out of mere ws^ntonness, to take off such 
and such, without so much as being angry with them. 
Nay, frequently his tyranny was so humorous, that 
he put men to death because he could not but approve 
of them. It came one day to his ear, that a certain 
married couple Psetus and Arria, lived in a more 
happy tranquillity and mutual love than any other 
persons who were then in being. He listened with 
great attention to the account of their manner of 
spending their time together, of the constant pleasure 
they were to each other in all their words and actions ; 
and found by exact information, that they were so 
treasonable as to be much more happy than his 
Imperial . Majesty himself. Upon which he writ 
Psetus the following billet : 

* Paetus, you are hereby desired to dispatch your- 
self. I have heard a very good character of you, 
and therefore leave it to yourself, whether you will 
die by dagger, sword, or poison. If you outlive this 
order an hour^ I have given directions to put you to 
death by torture. Nero.' 

This familiar epistle was delivered to his wife 
Arria, who opened it. 

One must have a soul very well turned for love, 
pity,. and indignation, to comprehend the tumult this 
unhappy lady was thrown into upon this occasion. 
The passion of love is no more to be understood by 
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some tempers, than a problem in a science by an 
ignorant man : but he that knows what affection is, 
will have, upon considering the condition of Arria, 
ten thousand thoughts flowing upon him, which the' 
tongue was not formed to express ; but the charming 
statue is now before mine eyes, and Arria, in her 
unutterable sorrow, has more beauty than ever ap- 
peared in youth, in mirth, or in triumph. These 
are the great and noble incidents which speak the 
dignity of our nature, in our sufferings and distresses. 
Behold, her tender affection for her husband sinks 
her features into a countenance which appears more 
helpless than that of an infant : but again, ber in- 
dignation shows in her visage and her bosom a resent- 
ment as strong as that of the bravest man. Long 
she stood in this agony of alternate rage and love ; 
but at last composed herself for her dissolution^ 
rather than survive her beloved Patus. When he 
came into her presence, he found her with the tyrant's 
letter in one hand, and a dagger in the other. Upon 
his approach to her, she gave him the order : and at 
the same time stabbing herself, * Ptetus,' says she, 
* it is not painful ;' and expired. Paetus immediately 
followed her example. The passion of these memo- 
rable lovers was such, that it eluded the rigour of 
their fortune, and baffled the force of a blow, which 
neither felt, because each received it for the sake of 
the other. The woman's part in this story is by 
much Ihe more heroic, and has occasioned one of 
the best epigrams transmitted to us from antiquity.* 

* C^sta MO gjadium cmn indirit Arria Pato, 

Quern de visceribua traxerai ipsa mu ; 
Si quajidesy vvlnus quodfeciy non dolet, inquit, 
Sed quod tufaciea hoc mtAt, PiETB, dolet. 

Martial, Epig, i* 14 
When the chaste Arria reach'd the reeking sword, 
Drawn from her bowels, to her honour'd lord, 
Trust mcf, she said, for this I do not grieve, 
1 die by that which "Pxrvs mast receire. 

Q 3 
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From my own Apartment, September 23. 

The boy says, one in a black hat left the foUowine 
letter : 

* Friend, lOth of the seventh month. 

* Being of that part of Christians whom men call 
Quakers, and being a seeker of the right way, I 
was persuaded yesterday to hear one of your most 
noted teachers ; the matter he treated was the neces- 
sity of well living grounded upon a future state. I 
was attentive ; but the man did not appear in earnest. 
He read his discourse, notwithstanding thy rebukes, 
9^ heavily, and with so little air of being convinced 
himself, that I thought he would have slept, as I 
observed many of his hearers did. I came home 
unedified, and troubled in mind. I dipt into the 
Lamentations, and from thence turning to the 34th 
chapter of Ezekiel, I found these words: " Woe be 
to the sliepherds of Israel, that do feed themselves! 
should not the shepherds feed the flock ? Ye eat 
the fat, and ye clothe you with the wool : ye kill 
.them that are fed ; but ye ijeed not the flock. The 
diseased have ye not strengtheaed : neither have ye 
healed that which was sick : neither have ye bound 
up that which was broken ; neither have ye brought 
again that which was driven away ; neither have ye 
sought that which was lost : but with force and with 
cruelty have ye ruled them," &c. Now, I pray 
thee, friend, as thou art a man skilled in many things, 
tell me who is meant by the diseased, the sick, the 
broken, the driven away, and the lost ? and whether 
the prophecy in this chapter be accomplished, or yet 
to come to pass ? and thou wilt oblige thy friend, 
though unknown.* 

This matter is too sacred for this paper ; but I 
cannot see what injury it would do to any clergy- 
man to have it in his eye, and believe all that are 



72. TATLER. 175 

taken from him by his want of industry are to be 
demanded of him. I dare say, Favonius* has very 
few of these losses. Favonius, in the midst of a 
thousand impertinent assailants of the divine truths, 
is an undisturbed defender of them. He protects all 
under his care, by the clearness of his understanding, 
and the example of his life : he visits dying men with 
the air of a man who hopes for his own dissolution, 
and enforces in others a contempt of this life, by his 
own expectation of the next. His voice 'and be- 
haviour are the lively images of a composed and 
well-governed zeal. None can leave him for the 
frivolous jargon uttered by the ordinary teachers 
lunong dissenters, but such who cannot distinguish 
vociferation from eloquence, and argument from 
railing. He is so great a jlidge of mankind, and 
touches our passions with so superior a command, 
that he who deserts his congregation must be a 
stranger to the dictates of nature as well as to those 
of grace. 

But I must proceed to other matters, and resolve 
the questions of other inquirers ; as in the following : 

< Sir, , Heddington, Sept. 10. 

' Upon reading that part of the Tatler, N^ 69, 
where mention is made of a certain chapel-clerk, 
there arose a dispute, and that produced a wager, 
whether by the words chapel-clerk was meant a 
clergyman or layman 7 by a clergyman I mean one 
in holy orders. It was not that any body in the 
company pretended to guess who the person was ; 
but some asserted, that by Mr. BickerstafTs words 
must be meant a clergyman only : others said, that 
those words might have been said of any clerk of a 
parish ; and some of them more properly of a lay- 
man. The wager is half a dozen bottles of wine : 
in which, if you please to determine it^ your health, 

*Dr.Smahridge. 
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and all the family of the Staffs, shall certainly he- 
drunk ; and yon will singularly oblige another rery 
considerable family ; I mean that of your humble 
servants. The Trencher Caps/ 

It is very customary with us learned, men, to find 
perplexities where no one else can see any. The 
honest gentlemen, who wrote this, are much at a 
loss to understand what I thought very plain ; and^ 
in return, their epistle is so plain, that I cannot 
understand it. This, perhaps, is at first a little like 
nonsense : but I desire all persons to examine these 
writings y^iih. an eye to my being far gone in the 
occult sciences ; and remember, &at it is the pn-. 
vilege of the learned aad the great to be understood 
when they please : for as a man of much business 
may be allowed to leave company when he pleases ; 
so one of high learning may be above your capacity 
when he thinks fit. But, without further speecnes or 
fooling, I must inform my friends, the Trencher Caps, 
in plain words, that 1 meant, in the place they speak 
of, a drunken clerk of a church ; and I will return 
their civility among my relations, and drink their 
healths as they do ours. . 
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Qmepdd aguni homiMet 

lUtsiri estfarrngo UbelU, 

Juv. Sat i. 869 86. 

Whatever men do, or say, or think, or dream, 

Our motley paper seizes for its theme. P. 

White's Ckocolate-houte, September 26. 
I c All NOT express the confusion the following letter 
gave me, which I received by Sir Thomas this morn- 
ing. There cannot be a greater »nmnxe than to 
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meet with sudden enmity in the midst of a familiar 
and friendly correspondence ; which is my case in 
relation to this epistle : and I hav.e no way to purge 
myself to the world, but by publishing both it and 
my answer : 

* Mr. Bickerstaff, 

* You. are a very impudent fellow to put me into 
the Tatler. Rot you, Sir, I have more wit than 
you ; and rot me, I have more money than most 
fools I have bubbled. All persons of quality admire 
me ; though, rot me, if I value a blue garter any 
more than I do a blue apron. Every body knows 
I am brave ; therefore have a care how you provoke 

MONOCULUS.' 
THE ANSWER. 

« Sir, 

* Did I not very well know your hand, as well 
by the spelling as the character^ I should not have^ 
believed yours of to-day had come from you. But 
when all men are acquainted that I have had all my 
intelligence from you, relating to your fraternity, let 
them pronounce who is the more impudent. I con? 
fess, I have had a peculiar tenderness for you, by 
reason of that luxuriant eloquence of which you are 
master, and have treated you accordingly : for 
which you have turned your florid violence against 
your ancient friend a^d «cAoof^//oti7. You know in 
your own conscience you gave me leave to touch 
upon your vein of speaking, provided I hid your 
other talents; in which I believed you sincere, 
because, like the ancient Sinon, you have before 
now suffered yourself to h^defaced to carry on a plot. 
Besides, Sir, rot me, language for a person of your 
present station ! Fye, fye, I am reaUy ashamed for 
you, and shall no more depend upon your intelli- 
gence. Keep your temper, wash your face, and go 

tpbed. JSAAC BlCKBBST>" 
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For au|;ht I know, this fellow may haye confbsed 
the descriptioa of the paok, on purpose to ensnare 
the game, while I have all along faelieyed he was 
destroying them as well a? myself; but because 
they pretend to bark more than ordinary, I shall let 
them see that I will not throw away the whip, until 
they know better how to behaye themselyes. But 
I must not, at the same time, omit the praises of 
their economy, expressed in the following advice : 

' Mr. Bickerstapf, 

* Though your thoughts are at present employed 
upon the tables of fame, and marshalling your illus- 
trious dead, it is hoped the living may not be neg- 
lected, nor defrauded of their just honours ; and 
since you haye began to publish to the world the 

freat sagacity and vigilance of the Knights of the 
ndustry, it will be expected you shall proceed to 
do justice to all the societies of them you can be in- 
formed of; especially since their own great industry 
covers their actions as much as possible from that 
public notice which is their due. 

'' Paulum sqndtm diitat tscr^ur 

CeUUa virtug. Hob. 4. Od. ix^ 29. 

" Hidden vice and concealed yirtue are much alike." 

* Be pleased, therefore, to let the following me- 
moirs have a place in their history. 

' In a certain part of the town, feunous for the 
freshest oysters, and the plainest English, there is a 
house, or rather a college, sacred to hospitality and 
the industrious arts. At the entrance is hieroglyphi- 
cally drayni, a cavalier conteilding with a monster, 
with jaws expanded, just ready to devour him. 

' Hither the brethren of the industry resort ; but 
to avoid ostentation, they wear no habits of dis- 
tinction, and perform then- exercises with as little 
noise and show as possible. Here afe no under- 
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gradnateft, bnt each ia muter of his art. They are 
distributed according to their TarJous talcDts, and 
detached abroad in parties, to divide the labours of 
the day. They have dogs as well^nosed and as 
fleet as any, and no sportsmen show greater activity. 
Some beat for the game, some hunt it, others come 
in f^ the death ; and my honest landlord makes very 
goad venisoa sauce, and eats his share of the dinner. 

' I would fain pursue my metaphors; but a vener- 
able person iriio stands by me, and wuts to bring 
you rais letter, and whom, oy a certain benevolence 
ID his look, I suspect to be Pacolet, reproves me, 
and obliges me to write in plainer terms, that the 
society had fixed their eyes on a gay young gentle- 
man, who has lately succeeded to a title and an es- 
tate;, the latter of which they judged would be very 
convenient for them. Therefore, after several at- 
tempts to get into his acquaintance, my landlord 
finds an opportunity to make his court to a friend of 
the yoang spark, in die fallowing manner : 

" Sir, as 1 take you to be a lover of ingenuity and 
plain dealing, I shall speak very freely to you. In 
few words, then, you are acquainted with Sir Libe- 
ral Brisk. Providence has, forour emolument, sent 
him a fair estate ; for men are not bom For them- 
selves. Therefore, if you wilt bring him to my 
house, we will take care of him, and you shall have 
half the profits. There is Ace and Cutter will do 
his business to a hair. You will tell me, perhaps, 
he is^ourfriend: I grant it, and it is for that 1 pro- 
pose It, to prevent his falling into ill hands. 
" Well oarve him likeadUh fit for the goda, 
Not bew Urn like a caruue fit for hounda." 

" In short there are, to my certun knowledge, a 
hundred mouths open for him. Now if we can se- 
cure him to ourselvea, we sbidl disappoint all those 
rascals that do not deserve him. Nay, you need 
not start at it. Sir, it is for your own advaut^ 
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Besides, Partridge has cast me his nativity, and I 
find by certain destiny , his oaks nutst be felled.^' 

* The gentleman, to whom this honest proposal 

was made, made little answer : but said he would 

consider of it, and immediately took coach to find 

out the young baronet, and told him all that had 

passed, together with the new salvo to satisfy a 

man's conscience in sacrificing his friend. Sir Brisk 

was fired, swore a dozen oaths, drew his sword, put 

it up again, called for his man, beat him, and bid 

him fetch a coach. His friends asked him what he 

designed, and whither he was going? He answered. 

To find out the villains, and fight them. To which 

his friend agreed, and promised to be his second, 

on condition he would first divide his estate to 

them, and reserve only a proportion to himself, that 

so he might have the justice of fighting his equals. 

His next resolution was to play with them, and let. 

them see he was not the bubble they took him for. 

But he soon quitted that, and resolved at last to tell 

Bickerstaflf of them, and get them enrolled in the 

order of the Industry ; with this caution to $lII young 

landed knights and esquires, that whenever they 

.are drawn to play, they would consider it is calling 

them down to a sentence already pronounced upon 

them, and think of the sound of these words : His 

oaks mast be felled, I am. Sir, your faithful hum- 

Jble servant, Will. Trusty.' 

From my own Apartment, September 26. 
It is wonderful to consider what a pitch of confi- 
dence this world is axrived at. I](o people believe I 
am made up of patients ? I have long told them, 
that I will suffer no enormity to pass, without I have 
an understanding with the offenders by way of hush- 
money; and yet the candidates at Queen-Hithe 
send coals to all the town but me. All the public 
papers have had this advertisen* 
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< London, September H, 17D9. 
' To the electors of ui &ldennaii for the ward of 
Qoeen-Hithe. 
' Whereaa an evil and pernicious custom has of 
late very much prevailed at the election of aldermen 
for this city, by treatiag at taverns and alehouses, 
thereby engaging many unwarily to give their votes : 
wliich practice appearing to Sir Arthur de Brodly to 
be of dangerous consequence to the freedom of 
elections, he hath avoided the excess thereof. N^e* 
verthelesB, to make an acknowledgment to this ward 
for their intended favour, he hath deposited in the 

hands of Mr. , one of the present conunoa- 

council, four hundred and &ftr pounds, to be dis- 

Sosed of as follows, provided Uie said Sir Arthur 
e Bradly be the alderman, viz. 
' All such that shall poll for Sir Arthur de Bradly 
shall hare one chaldron of good coals gratU. 

' And half a chaldron to every one ihat shall not 
poll against him. 

' And the remainder to be laid out in a clock, dial, 
or otherwise, as the common-council- men of the 
said ward shall think fit. 

' And if any person shall refuse to take the said 
coals to himself, he may ass%n the same to any poor 
electors in the ward. 

'I do acknowledge to have received the said four 
hundred and fif% pounds, for the purposes above 
mentioned, for which I have giyen a receipt. 
'Witness, J— s H— T, J— N M— Y. 

J— Y G— H, 
E— D D— s.* 
' N. B. — Whereas several persons hiive t 
engaged to poll for Sir Humphry Urueuhi 
• Crowl/g agent and the names <rf' <he witoBMt 
Hedgley, Jamea Hallet, Jeremy Oongh, and E4M<* 
The candidates were Sir Ambrose Crowley i' 



hereby, fpitber declared^ that every such person as 
doth poll for Sir Humphry Greenhat, and dotb also 
poll for Sir Arthur de Bradly, shall each of them 
receive a chaldron of coaU Sf^^tis, on the proviso 
above mentioned.' 

This ia c€;rtainly the most plain dealing that ever, 
was used, except that the just quantity which an 
elector may drinic without excess, and the difference 
bietween an ackno^ledgnent and a bribe, wants ex- 
planation. Apother difficulty with me is, how a man 
who is bargained with for a chaldron of coals for his 
vot^ shall be said to have that chaldron gratis ? If 
my kinsman Greenhat had given me the leiast inti- 
mation of his desigUi I should have prevented his 
{mblisbing nonsense ; nor should any knight in Eng- 
and have put my relation at the bottom of the leaf 
as a postscript, when after aU it. appears Greenhat 
has been the more popular man. There is here such 
Qpen, contradiction, and clumsy art to palliate the 
matter, and prove to the people, that the freedom of 
election is safer when laid oi4 i^ coals than strong 
drink, that I can turn this only to a religious, use, 
and admire the dispensation of things : for if these 
fellows were as wise as they are rich, where would 
be our liberty ? This reminds me, of a memorable 
speech made to a citj" almost u^ the same, latitude 
with Westminster; 'When I. think of your wisdom, 
i, admire your wealth; when I tlt|nH of your wealthy 
I ad|nire your wisdom.' 
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N' 74. TErtlRSDAY, SEPTEM^Efe 29, 1709. 

Qaic^id agunl homaut 

Noilrj at farrago libfUt. 

Jnv. Sat. i, 88,W. 
Wbate'ei inea do, oi sar, oi thiak, ot dream, 
Our mottey paper Seizes fai its theme. P. 

Whxte'i Chocolate-hoiue, September 28. 
Thb wbitsr of the following letter has made s 
use of me, which I did not foresee I should fall into, 
^ut the sentlcman having assured me tbat he has a 
most tender pasaion for tibe fair one, and sneakiDg 
his hitention with "so much sincerity, I am willing; to 
^etthem cootrive an interview by my meaiia. 

'Sir. 

' I earnestly entreat you to publish the encloBedi 
for I have no other way to come at h<eF, or return to 
myself. A. L. 

• P. S. Mr. Bickerstaff, 

'You cannot ima^ne bow handsome she is: the 
superscription of my letter will make her recollect 
the man Uiat gazed at her. Pray put it in.' 

I can BBBiire the young lady, the gentleman is in 
the trammels of love : how else would he makehis 
sopeiscriptions so much longer than his billet ? He 
superscribes ; 

'To the younger of the two ladies in mourning 
(who sat in the hindmost seat ot the middle box at 
Mr. Winstanley's *ater-work9* on Tftesday was 

■ 'Vctn's total el's mathemkUcitl water th^afre stood at the 
lower and of Piccadilly, distlnj^uiBhablBbj a wilidmillM"" 
The Bitibitioii.-i . i iht- f. 

company; and ti. i.i n ■■..- ■■■!■; ili iL ..r ilu' ^ii-pjl 
lerj, varied atcunJineli. Ili.xes fi-nm four-'-**™' 
a crown, pit frstn three to Iwo gliillingv 
(killing gallery sametimeaDoateighteep-pi 
of water used on extranrdlnary o( " 
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fortnight, and had with them a brother, or some ac- 
quaintance that was as careless of that pretty crea- 
ture as a brother; which seeming brother ushered 
them to their coach) with great respect. Present. 

* Madan[i, 

' I have a very good estate, and wish myself your 
husband : let me know by this way where you live ; 
for I shall be miserable until we live together. 

Alexander Landlord.' 

This is the modern way of bargain and sale ; a 
certain short-hand writing, in which laconic elder 
brothers are very successful. All my fear is, that 
the nymph's elder sister is unmarried ; if she is, we 
are undone : but perhaps the careless fellow was her 
husband, and then she will let us go on. 

Frcm my oim Aportmentf September 28. 

, The following letter has given me a new sense of 
the nature of my writings. I have the deepest re- 
gard to conviction^ and shall never act against it. 
However, I do not yet understand what good man 
he thinks I have injured; but his epistle has such 
weight in it, that I shall always have respect for his 
admonition, and desire the continuance of it. I am 
not conscious that I have spoke any faults a man 
may not mend if he pleases.^ 

' MR. BICKERSTAFF, Sept. 25. 

< When I read your paper of Thursday, I was 
surprised to find mine of the thirteenth inserted at 
large ; I never intended myself or you a second 
trouble of the kind, believing I had sufficiently 
pointed out the man you had injured, and that by 
this time you were convinced that silence would be 
the best answer : but finding, your reflections are 
such as naturally call for a reply, I take this way of 
doing it : and in the first place, return you thanks fot 
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iSke (iomplitttent mftde me of my deeinittg sense af»d 
^orlih. I do assure you, I shall always endeavour 
to convince inankind of the latter, though I have n6 
pretence to the former. Btkt to come a Irttle ii^6,rel-, 
1 observe you put yoursetf under a very severe res- 
tiictiott, even tne laying down the T^tler for ever, if 
I can give you an instance, wherein you have in- 
jured any good ihan, or pointed out any thing ^hidl 
is not the true object of raillery. 

' I mnst confess, Mr. Bickerstaff, if tiie making a 
thaii guilty ot viceii that ivov\A shame the gallows, 
be the best method to point at the true object of 
rfeilleiy, I hate until t^is time been very ignorant ; 
bdt if ft be so, I ^11 venture to assert one thihg, 
iind lay it down oia fit maxim, even to the Staffian 
hicie, viK. That that method bf pointing ought no 
mofe to be pursued, than those people ought to cut 
yont tibroat Vrho suffer by it ; because I take both to 
be murder, and the law is fcot in every priViite man's 
hands to execute : but litd^ed, Sir, ^ere yoti the 
only person who would stitfet by the Tatler's discdii- 
tinnance, I have malice enough to punish you in the 
manner you prescribe ; bnt I am not so gi-ecit ah 
enemy to the town or my owh pleasures as to wfsh 
it ; nor that you would lay aside lashihg the reigning 
vices, so long as you keep to the trtt^ spirit of satire, 
tHtlifout descending to rake into characters below its 
dignity ; for, as you well ^serve, there is some- 
dridg vety terrible in unjustiy attacking men in d 
way that may prejudice their honour or fortune '; 
and indeed where crimes Ate enorihotis, the delin- 
quent desehres little pity, yet the ireporter may de- 
serve less : fcnd here I arii naturally led to that ce- 
rebt&ted Author of " The whole Duty of man," who 
hath set this matter in a true light in his treatise " Of 
the government of the Tongue;" where, speaking of 
uni^haritable truths, he says, ** a discovery of ^ ' 
kind serves not to reclaim, but enrage the c"^ 

r3 
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and precipitate him into further degrees of ill. Mo* 
desty and fear of shame is one of those natural 
restraints which the wisdom of Heaven has put upon 
mankind ; and he that once stumbles, may yet by a 
cheque of that bridle recover again ; but when, by 
a public detection, he has fallen u^der that infamy 
he feared, he will then be apt to discard all caution, 
and to think he owes himself the utmost pleasures 
of vice, as ^e price of his reputation. Nay^ per- 
haps he advances farther, and sets up for a reversed 
sort of fame, by being eminently wicked, and he who 
before was but a clandestine disciple becomes a 
doctor of impiety, &c.'' This sort of reasoning. Sir, 
most certainly mduced our wise legislators very 
lately to repeal that law which put the stamp of 
infamy in the face of fellons ; therefore, you had 
better give an act of oblivion to your delinquents, 
* at least for transportation, than to continue to mark 
them in so notorious a manner. I cannot but ap- 
plaud your designed attempt of " raising merit from 
obscurity, celebrating virtue in distress, and attack- 
ing vice in another method, by setting innocence in 
a proper light." Your pursuing these noble themes 
w;ill make a greater advance to the reformation you 
seem to aim at, than the method you have hitherto 
taken, by putting mankind beyond the power of re- 
trieving themselves, or indeed to think it possible. 
But if, after all your endeavours in this new way, 
, there should then remain any hardened impenitents, 
you must even give them up to the rigour of the law, 
as delinquents not within the benefit of their clergy. 
Pardon me, good Mr. Bickerstaff, for the tedious- 
ness of this epistle, and believe it is not from any 
self-conviction I have taken up so xnuch of your time, 
or my own ; but supposing you mean all your lucu- 
brations should tend to the good of mankind, I may 
the easier hope your pardon, being, Sir, yours, &c/ 



74. TATLER. 187 

Grecian Coffee-house, September 29. 

This evening I thought fit to notify to the lite- 
rati of this house, and by that means to all the 
world, that on Saturday the fifteenth of October next 
ensuing, I design to fix my first table of fame ; and 
desire that such as are acquainted with the charac- 
ters of the twelve most famous men that have ever 
appeared in the world would send in their lists, or 
name any one man for that table, assigning also his 
place at it before that time, upon pain of having 
such his man of fame postponed, or placed too high 
. for ever. I shall not, upon any application what- 
ever, alter the place which upon tnat day I shall 
give to any of these worthies. But whereas there 
are many who take upon them to admire this hero, 
or that author, upon second hand, I expect each 
subscriber should underwrite his reason for the place 
he allots his canditate. 

The thing is of the last consequence; for we are 
about settling the greatest point that ever has been 
debated in any age ; and 1 shall take precautions 
accordingly. Let every man who votes> consider, 
that he is now going to give away that, for which 
the solder gave up his rest, his pleasure, and his 
life ; the scholar resigned his whole series of thought, 
his midnight repose, and his morning slumbers. In 
a word, he is, as I may say, to be judge of that 
after-life, which noble spirits prefer to their very 
real beings. I hope I shall be forgiven, therefore, if 
I make some objections against their jury, as they 
shall occur to me. The whole of the number by 
whom they are to be tried, are to be scholars. I am 
persuaded also, that Aristotle will be put up by all 
that class of men. However, in behalf of others, 
such as wear the livery of Aristotle, the two famous 
universities are called upon, on this occasion ; hnt 
I except the men of Queen's, Exeter, and Jesv^ 
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leges, in Oxford, who are not to be electors, because 
he shall not be crowned from an implicit ifaith in his 
writings, but receivfe his honotit from such jiidges as 
shall allow hitn to bte ceni^tired. tJpoh this Section, 
as I was just now going to say, I batiish all wh6 
think and speak after othiers, to concern themselves 
in h. Tot which n^a^on all illiterate distant ad- 
mirers are forbidden to corrupt the yoicfes, by Send- 
ing, according to the new mode, any poor students 
coals and candles tot their vbt^s in behalf of s&ch 
worthies as they pretend to esteem. All neWs- 
tmters ate kh6 excluded, l>ecause they constdei- 
fkme as it is a report which f ivied fotindatioti t6 th^ 
Ififtmg up their rhapsodies, and not as it is the ema- 
nation o^ consequence of good and evil actions. 
These are excepted against as justly ias hutches in 
case of life and deam : their familiarity with thfe 
greatest names takes off the delicacy 6f ihdt regard, 
as dealing in blood makes the Laldi li^ss tender of 
spillitig it. 

St. James's Coffee-house September 28. - 

Letters from Lisbon, of the twenty-fifth instant, 
N. 8. speak of a battle whidi has been fought near 
the river Cinca> in which general Staremberg had 
overthrown the anny of the duke of Anjou. The 
persons who send d^s, excnse their nd; giving par- 
tkmlars, h^!eause th^y believed an account must have 
arrived here before we could hear from them. They 
had advices from different parts, which concurred in 
the cii^umstances of the action; after which the 
army o€ Ms catholtc Majesty advanced as far as 
Fraga, and the enemy retired to Saragossa. There 
at^ r^pidtts, that the duk^ of Anjou iVas in the en- 
gag^eftl \ MTTetters^ of good authority say, that 

rards the camp when he 

'; of his troops. We 

lences from such an 
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advantage obtained by so accomplished a general as 
Staremberg; who^ among the men of this present 
age, is esteemed the third in military fame and repu- 
tation 
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Quicquid agUHt homines 

nostri est farrago libellL 

Jdv. Sat. i. 85, 86. 

Whatever men do, or say, or think, or dream. 
Oar motley paper seizes for its theme. P. 

From my own Apartment j September 30. 

I AM called off from public dissertations by a do- 
mestic affair of great importance, which is no less 
than the disposal of my sister Jenny for life. ,The 
girl is a girl of great merit and pleasing conversa- 
tion; but I beingborn of my father s first wife, and she 
of his third, she converses with me rather like a 
daughter than a sister. I have indeed told her, that 
if she kept her honour, and behaved herself in such 
a manner as became the Bickerstaffs, I would get 
her an agreeable man for her husband; . which was a 
promise I made her after reading a passage in 
Pliny's ' Epistles/ That polite author had been em- 
ployed to find out a consort for his friend's daughter, 
and gives the following character of the man he had 
pitched upon . Aciliano plurimum vigoris Sf indutrios 
quanquam in maxima verecundia : est iUi fades libe- 
ralis, multo sanguine, multo rubore, suffusa : est in- 
genua totius corporis pulckritudo Sf quidam senatoriou^ 
decor, quce ego nequaquam arbitror negligenda : debet 
enim hoc castitati puellarum quasi prcemium dari, 
** Acilianus (for that was the gentleman's name) is a 
man of extraordinary vigour and industry, accom- 
panied with the greatest modesty : he has very 
much of the gentleman, with a lively colour, and 
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iMh 6f 1i«fl|Mi In Is a^i^ect. Hte ^ifttdle f drsoti 'is 
Unefy ttniied, abd s^aks 'hiln a man df quality : 
Whidh lue qaalificbitiotls'tha^, Ithinfk, ought by n^ 
means to be overlooked ; and should be bestowed 
on a daughter, as the-rewttrd of her chastity." 

A woman that will give herself liberties, need not 
put her parents 'to so much trouble; for if she (loes 
not possess these ornaments in a husband, she can 
supply herself elsewhere. Biit this is not the case 
of my sister Jenny, who, 1 may say without vanity, 
is as unspotted a spinster as any in Great Britain: 
I shall take this occasion to reconnnend the conduct 
of our own family in this particular. 

We have, in me geneguogy of our liouse, the de- 
scriptions Und pictures </f odt lattcei^drb *from *the 
time of king ArthfUr ; ih -WhOJse ddys there Was olr6 
of my own nalne, a faiight of Ms *rotftf d table, and 
known by ihe name of Sit Isacacc TBickerstaif. tf-e 
ti^s IdW of stJitarfe, tfffd of a TeYy sWtirthy cotti- 
plexion, ncit nntike ti IPdttugue^zfe Jew. !Btit he Wii6 
more ptudetit than m6n of th"at heigUt tisitatlly ai*e, 
and would often comm'unicate to his feienfe te de- 
sign di lengthening and -Whitening hfe posterity-. 
His eldest son Katph, for that Was his name, was 
for this reHsbmnattr^d to a Itidy wliohad little efefe 
to Recommend heir, but that she was v^ taW and 
very fait, tlie tesue of this matdh, with the help iof 
hig^ shoes, made a tolerable %gate in the ne^ age ; 
thoiigh the :cottiplexi6h of the fia.'ttiily Were obscnt^ 
until the fourth genetatlon from that tnatriage. 
Froto which time, until Ihe teign of William the 
tJonquetot, l!he i^males 6f out house Wete famous 
fot thiei)r needleWoilc and iSne s^kins. In the mat6 
line, thefe happened an unlucky accident in th6 
teV^ rf ttlcliaird 111. ; the eldest son of PhiKp, 
Ih^n 'Aaj^ of ^^ fetnily, being botn with a hump- 

hfe forefathers ^et had 



7.5u TATL«^ l&t 

smqIi ai bl^Quslii;: ner in^^ed^vrias^ tbeve any^ in the 
neighbourhood: of( tbat mtdie, ej^^oepdictiie buA^, wbo 
was noted for round ahoulders, and a Roman noso; 
iffihatmtLde the nose.tfae leaae^xcusable^waa. there- 
aarkable sn^allneaa of hia e^fi^. 

These sev^eral d^fecta were. m^dcMi: fay^ auciCQedr 
iag matches ; the eyes were open in the next. gene«> 
ration* and the bump, fell in a.century ai|d ahalf;* 
but the greater, dimoul^was^. how. to reduce thf» 
nose : wUqh, J: do. npt find: was accomplished; until: 
about, the n^idfU^ of the reigUtof) Ibnry VII, ornu- 
ther the begLiiviiiug of that.of lieuiry VIIL 

But while our auoestors weri^ thus taken: up in. 
cultiyatiug the. eyes and nose» the face of the Bic- 
kerstaffs fell down, insenaihly into a^ chin; whichi 
was Bfit taken notice of^ thieix tboughta being so- 
much employed upon the moire uoble features^ until i 
it became almost too long to be remedied* 

But length, of time« and sjucpeasiye oare in our 
alliauQea, have cured, this > alsQ> aod reduced ouff> 
faces into that tfderaUe.oyal». whieh we eiyoyvat. 
present, I; would not be tedioua. in this dvicourse^ 
butcapnpt butobftei^fii^ that ouri race au&red very 
ip.uch about, tbree hiwidfedi yeairsi agp, by the mar- 
riage of oiieoff ourheireises wiUi< an. eminent cour- 
tier, who gaye/us.spindleshaakaand. crampa in our. 
bones ; insomuch tlMt: we, did not recoTev, our health 
and legist untiL Sic. Walter Bicker^taff married Maud 
the mUk^ma^di of whom. the then Garter King at 
Arms> a facetious, person^ said pleasantly enough^ 
''that she, had.sppued our. Uood^ but«mended.ourt 
constitutions*? 

After this, aceount; of the effect . our. pnident 

• Perhaps it is scarcely worth' wliiU- ta JOi^ntieii) that the 
cenhyry and a hatf of time is all a fictioii. and the wit of the 
paper, and the truth of the history, are nere at variance, as 
Henry VII. defeated Riehard III; in Bosworth field, was his 
immediate successor in 1486, and died, in ISMt 
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choice of mafeches has had upon Our persons and 
features, I cannot but observe, that there are daily 
instances of as great changes made by marriage 
upon men's minds and humours. One might wear 
any passion out of a family by culture, as skilful 
gardeners blot a colour out of a tulip that hurts its 
beauty. One might produce an affable temper out 
of a shrew, by grafting the mild upon the choleric ; 
or raise a jack pudding from a prude, by inoculating 
mirth and melancholy. It is for want of care in the 
disposing of. our children, with regard to our bodies 
and minds, that we go into a house and see such 
different complexions and humours in the same race 
and family. But to me it is as plain as a pike-staff, 
from what mixture it is, that this daughter silently 
lours, the other steals a kind of look at you, a third 
is exactly well behaved, a fourth a splenetic, and a 
fifth a coquette. 

In this disposal of my sister, I have chosen with 
an eye to her being a wit, and provided that the 
bridegroom be a man of sound and excellent judg- 
ment, who will seldom mind what she says, when 
she begins to harangue : for Jenny's only imperfec- 
tion is an admiration of her parts, which inclines 
her to be a little, but a very little, sluttish ; and you 
are ever to remark, that we are apt to cultivate most, 
and bring into observation, what we think most ex- 
cellent in ourdelves, or most capable of improve- 
ment. Thus, my sister, instead of consulting her 
glass and her toilet for an hour and a half after her 
private devotions, sits with her nose full of snuff*, 
and a man's night-cap on her head, reading plays' 
and romances. Her wit she thinks her distinction ; 
therefore knows nothing of the skill of dress, or 
making her person agreeable. It would make you 
laugh to see me often, with my spectacles on, lac- 
ing her stays, for she is so very a wit, that she under- 
stands no ordinary thing in the world. 
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For this reason I have disposed of her to a man 
of business, who will soon let her see, that to be 
well dressed, in good humour, and cheerful in the 
command of her family; are the arts and sciences of 
female life. I could have bestowed her upon a fine 
gentleman, who' extremely admired her wit, and 
would have given her a coach and six : but I found 
it absolutely necessary to cross the strain ; for had 
they met, they had entirely been rivals in discourse, 
and in continual contention for the superiority of un- 
derstanding, and brought forth critics, pedants, or 
pretty good poets. As it is, I expect an offspring 
nt for the habitation of the city, town, or country ; 
creatures that are docile and tractable in whatever 
we put them to. 

To convince men of the necessity of taking this 
method, let any one, even below the skill of an as- 
trologer, behold the turn of faces he meets as soon as 
he passes Cheapside Conduit, and you see a deep 
attention and a certain unthinking sharpness in every 
countenance. They look attentive, but their thoughts 
are engaged on mean purposes. To me it is very 
apparent, when I see a citizen pass by, whether his 
head is upon woollen, silks, iron, sugar, indigo, or 
stocks. Now this trace of thought appears or lies 
hid in the race for two or three generations. 

I know a person at this time of vast estate, who 
is the immediate descendant of a fine gentleman, 
but the great grandson of a broker, in whom his an- 
cestor is now revived. He is a very honest gentle- 
man in his principles, but cannot for his blood talk 
fairly : he is heartily sorry for it ; but he cheats by 
constitution, and over-reaches by instinct. 

The happiness of the man who marries my sister 
will be, that he has no faults to correct in her but 
her own, a little bias of fancy, or particularity of 
manners which grew in herself, and can be amended 
by her. From such an untainted couple, we can 

VOL. II. s 



104 TAT1.SIU Wi 

hope to kskYB ourfttmily^iiBe toatsianoimit splendour 
ofifaoe, au% countenaaoe, manner, and' shape, witfi* 
out diftcoTering the product of tea nations in^ oae^^ 
house. Obadiah Grreenhat ^ays^ ^'heneviep oomes^ 
into any* oompany in England, but he di5tuiguishee> 
the difl^rent nations, of whioh we are' con^osedi. 
Theve is scarce such, a living creature as^ a true- 
Briton. We sit down indeed talbinends, aoquatnt— 
anoe, and neighbours; but^ affter- two bottles, you see^ 
a- Dane start> up and swear, ' The kingdom- is« \Aai 
own,' A. Saxon drinks^ up lite whole quarts andc 
sweaj:s ^ He will dispute that with \m.* A Nor- 
man tells- them both, ' He will assert his liberty :'* 
and a Welohman cries> ^They are allforeigiier»>a«lc 
intruders of yesterday,' and beats them, out of the* 
room. Such accidents happen frequenth^ among 
neighbours' children^ andi cousin-giprmaQS. V^om 
whidi reason I say*, study your race ; or the - spiliof) 
your family will dwindle into xits- or .esquires^ op-runt 
ufkinto wits.or(madi)ietti 
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QuicqmdA_ 

nMtri eat f^rr^g^ UbeUi, 

Jpy.Sat.i. 86, .86. 

Whaterev geod U doney tDhUever Ul-^ 
QjT JvMaan kuid^ ahatt tU&.collsGtiflini fiU. 

From my/oum Aj[Hirtmmf, October 3. 

It is a thing very muchto^be lanenied, . thaitft. 
mast use a ^certain ounning.to •cautioB.pei^pki against 
wbatiitiis4heir interest to avoid. All mea-wUl al*^ 
low, that it is«a great and heffoic w<Mrk.to, oevreott 
men's errors, and at the price o£ being called acorn-*- 
mon enemy, .to go ' on in being a conHon frieod to 
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«qr "feitow «iAi|ck$tB and cilieens. But 1[>&m lenforced 
in this work to vevclk<e^he same thing in ^^ ^hou*- 
«aiid ')i|^tft&, and ciast them in as many ftmns, to 
tcone at (men's -minds and affeotions^, tin ordcAr to lead 
(^esianooentdn safety, as (well asdisappoiiit'^e arrti- 
-fices oif bc^tlrayers. Since, ^therefore, I «cati make>no 
impression u^on the off^ifding side, I shall turn my 
'obsemrfttions «tipon the offended ; tdiart >is to say, i 
3&ust:whip my children <f<nr (going into^dd company, 
insrtsad of railing at •bad (company for ensnatingimy 
ohfldren. 

The greatest 'misfortunes men ^fall into, arise from 
themselves ; and that temper, which is xalled very 
^ten, (though with -great injustice, good native, is 
the 'soutoe of a tiufmbedess train of evils. I*V>r 
mMdk reasom 'We are lio <tadce (Ifais as a rule, tha)t no 
«M>li<m ts eommenda^le wliioh is not voluntary ; and 
<we ib«v<e 'Hfade this 'a ma'sim : ^ That a man wlio vs 
•conmonly ^edlsed good-vibtifred, is 'hardly to be 
4llmiik0d€or'ftny tfanwg -he does, because ihalf tiiat is 
^Kfted abo«t him'is done reri^r by bos sufferance tbau 
«ppc)batr0ii.' it is generally iaziness of 'dispctoitknn^ 
iMivcii dhtrses ra%herito let ilhingspass the worst way, 
sl^M to go through the pain of examittatfion. it 
imu^ be conjifessed, such a ««« 4ias so great a bene- 
Tolenee kk 'him, thai 4ife 4>ettr8 a Ihousand tmeasi- 
-Aesses mtfaer ihan 'he will incommode others : nay 
often, when he has just reason to be offendfed, ichuses 
rather to sit down with a small injury, than bring it 
into reprehension, out of pure compassion to the 
'offender, ^ch a person lias it usually said of him, 
* fie isnonmn's eiremy but "his own;' which is in 
trffect saying, lie is a friend to every mau but bimself 
and his friends ; for, by a natural tronsequence df his 
neglecttng himself, he either incapacitates himself to 
%e 'aiioAiet''s'ftiend, or mak^s x>tliers tjease to be his. 
If I take no care of my own affairs, no man that is 
my friiend can take it if! if I am negligent als* 
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his. TkiB soft disposition, if it contiliues uncorrecU 
ed, throws men into a sea of difficulties. 

There is Euphusius, with all the good qualities in 
the world, deserves well of nobody : that universal 
good-willy which is so strong in him, e^qioses him to 
the assault of every invader upon his time, his con* 
versation, and his property. His diet is butcher*s 
meat, his wenches are in plain pinners and Norwich 
crapes, his dress like other people, his income great ; 
-anA yet he has seldom a guinea at command. From 
these easy gentlemen, are collected estates by ser- 
vants or gamesters ; which latter fraternity are ex- 
cuseable, when we think of this clan who seem bom 
to be their prey. All, therefore, of the family of 
Actaeon are to take notice, that they are hereby- 
given up to the brethren of the Industnr, with this 
reserve only, that they are to be markea as stricken 
deer, not for their own sakes, but to preserve the herd 
from following them, and coming in with the scent< 

I am obliged to leave this important subject, with- 
out telling whose quarters are served, who has the 
humbles, who the haunch, and who the sides of 
the last stag that was pulled down ; but this is only 
deferred in hopes my deer will make their escape 
without more admonitions or examples, of which 
they had, in mine and the town's opinion, too great 
a plenty. I must, I say, at present go to other mat- 
ters of moment. 

White's Chocolate-house, October 3. 

The lady has answered the letter of Mr. Alex- 
ander Landlord, which was published on Thursday 
last, but in such a manner as I do not think fit to 
proceed in the affair; for she has plainly told him, 
that love is her design, but marriage her aversion. 
Bless me; what is this age come to, that people 
can think. to make a pimp of an astronomer I 

I shall not promote such desifi^a- but shall leave 
her to find out her admirer, w' another 
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case sent tne by a letter t)f September the 'thiH;eetitli; 
^Subscribed Loretrell Barebones, whel^ the totSior 
desh'es tne to saspedd my care of the dead, uhti! I 
have done sottteUhmg for the dying. His case is, 
that the lady he loves is ever accompanied by a 
Idtrstroman, one -of tfio^e gay cunning women^ who 
prevenft all the fore which is not addressed to them- 
selves. Hits creature talces upon her in her mis- 
tress's presence to aslt him, * Whether Mrs. Flori- 
tnef' (that is the cruel one's name*) * iis not very hand- 
some V upon which he looks silly ; then they botJi 
laugh -OTit, and ishe will tell him, * That Mrs. Flori- 
mel had an equal passion for him but desired hitn 
ttot to expect the first time to be admitted in private; 
but that now he was at liberty before her only, who 
was her friend, to speak his mind, and that his mis- 
tress expected it.' Upon which Florimel acts a vir- 
gin confusion, and with some disorder waits his 
speech. Here ever follows a deep silence; after 
whi<:^ a loud laugh. Mr. Barebones applies himself 
to me on this occasion. All the advice I can give 
him is to find a lover for the confident, for there is 
BO other bribe will prevail : and I see by her car- 
riage, that its no hard matter, for she is too gay to 
have a particular passion, or to want a general one. 
Some days ago the town had a full charge laid 
against my essays, and printed at large. E altered 
not one word of what he of the contrary opinion 
said, but have blotted out some warm things said 
for me ; therefore, please to hear the counsel for the 
defendant, though I shall be so no otherwise than 
to keep a middle way, and, if possible, keep com> 
mendations from being insipid to men's taste, or 
raillery pernicious to their characters. 

• Mr, Bickerstaflf, Sept. 30, 170». 

' As I always looked upon satire as the bes^ 
friend to reformation, whilst its lashes were generr 

s3 
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SO that gentleman must excuse me, if I do not see 
the inconyenience of a method he is so much con- 
cerned at. The errors he assigns in it, I think, are 
compressed in '' the desperation men are generally 
driven to, when by a public detection they fall under 
the infamy they feared, who otherwise by checking 
their bridle, might have recovered their stumble, and 
through a sel^conviction, become their own re- 
formers : so he that was before but a clandestine dis- 
ciple, (to use his own quotation) is now become a 
doctor in impiety." The little success that is to be 
expected by these methods from a hardened offender, 
is too evident to insist on ; yet it is true, there is a 
great deal of charity in this sort of reasoning, whilst 
the effects of those crimes extend not beyond them*- 
selves. But what relation has this to your proceed- 
ings ? It is not a circumstantial guessing will serve 
the turn, for there are more than one to pretend to 
any of your characters : but there must at least be 
something that must amount to a nominal descrip- 
tion, before even common fame can separate me 
from the rest of mankind to dart at A general re- 
presentation of an action, either ridiculous or enor- 
mous, may make those winch who find too much 
similitude in the character with themselves to plead 
not guilty ; but none but a witness to the crime can 
charge them with the guilt, whilst the indictment is 
general, and the offender has the asylum of the 
whole world to protect him. Here can then be no 
injustice, where no one is injured ; for it is them- 
selves must appropriate the saddle, before scandal 
can ride them. 

Your method then, in my opinion, is no way sub- 
ject to the charge brought against it: but, on the 
contrary, I believe this advantage is too often drawn 
from it, that whilst -we laugh at, or detest, the un- 
certain subject of the satire, we often find something 
in the error a parallel to ourselves • — -^ »--ing insen- 
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sibly drawn to the comparison we would get rid of, 
we plunge deeper into the mire, and shame pro- 
duces that which advice has been too weak for ; and 
you/ Sir, get converts you never thought of. 

' As for descending to characters below the dig- 
nity of satire ; what men think are not beneath com- 
mission, I must assure him, I think are not beneath 
reproof: for as there is as much folly in a ridiculous 
deportment, as there is enormity in a criminal one, 
so neither the one nor the other ought to plead ex- 
emption. The kennel of curs are as much enemies 
to the state, as Gregg* for his confederacy ; for as 
this betrayed our government, so the other does our 
property, and one without the other is equally use- 
less. As for the act of oblivion he so strenuously 
insists on, Xe Roy*8 avisera is a fashionable answer ; 
and for his modus of panegyric, the hint was unne- 
cessary, where virtue need never ask twice for her 
laurel. But as for this reformation by opposites, 
I again must ask his pardon, if I think the effects 
of this sort of reasonings, by the paucity of con- 
verts, are too great an argument, both of their im- 
becility and«unsuccessfulne($s, to believe it will be 
any better than mispending of time, by suspending 
a method that will turn more to advantage, and which 
has no other danger of losing ground, but by dis- 
continuance. And as I am certain of what he sup- 
poses, that jour lucubrations are intended for the 
public benent; so I hope you will not give them so 
great an interruption, by laying aside die only me- 
thod that can render you beneficial to mankind, and, 
among others, agreeable to. Sir, your humble ser- 
vant, &c.* 



• William Gregg was an under-clerk to Mr. Secretary 
Harley, in 1708, and was detected in a treasonable corres- 
pondence. He discovered to the court of France the design 
on Toulon, and was executed for that crime. 
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Si. James's C^ffiee-hmue, October 3* 

Letters from the camp at Havre, of the seventh 
instant, N.S. advise, diat the trenches were opened 
before Mons on the twenty-seventh of the last month 
and the approaches were carried on at two attacks 
wilb great application and success, notwithstanding 
the Tains which had fallen ; that the beseigers had 
made lliemselves masters of several redoubts and 
odier out-woiks, and had advanced the approaches 
wiliiin ten paces of the counterscarps ot die horn 
work. Lieutenant-general Oadogan received a slight 
wound in die neck soon affcer opening die trenches. 

The enemy were dirowing up entrenchments be- 
tween Quesnoy and Valenciennes, and the cheva^ 
Her de Luxemburg was encamped near Chaderoy 
with a body of ten thousand men. Advices from 
Caralonia, by the way of Genoa, import, that Count 
Staremberg having passed the Segra, advanced to- 
wards Balaguier, vdiich place he took after a few 
hours' resistance, and made the garrison, consist- 
ing of three Spanish battalions, prisoners of war. 
Letters from Bern say, that the army uftder the com- 
mand of Count Thaun haul begun to repass the moun- 
tains, and would shortly evacuate Savoy. 

*^* Whereas Mr. Bickerstaff has received intel- 
ligence, that a young gendeman, who has taken my 
cnscouTses upon John Partridge and others in too 
literal a sense, and is suing an elder brother to an 
ejectment ; the aforesaid young gentleman is hereby 
advised to drop his action, no man being esteemed 
dead in law, who eats and drinks^ and receives his 
rents. 
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N^ 77. THURSDAY, OCTOBER 6, 1709. 

Quicquid agunt Jumines-^-^- 

noatri eat farrago HbeUi, 

Jov. Sat. i. 85, 86. 

WhateTer good is done, whatever ill 

By human kind, shall ^is collection fill. 

From my own Apartment, October 5. 

As bad as the world is, I find by very strict obser- 
yation upon yirtue and vice, that if men appeared 
no worse than they really are, I should have less 
work than at present I am obliged to undertake for 
their reformation. They have generally taken up a 
kind of inverted ambition, and affect even faults and 
imperfections of which they are innocent. The other 
day in a coffee-house I stood by a young heir, with 
a fi'esh, sanguine, and healthy look, who entertained 
us with an account of his claps and diet-drink, 
though, to my knowledge, he is as sound as any of 
his tenants. 

This worthy youth put me into reflections upon 
that subject ; ^nd I observed the fantastical humour 
to be so general, that there is hardly a man who is 
not more or less tainted with it. xhe first of this 
order of men are the valetudinarians, who are never 
in health ; but complain of want of stomach or rest 
every day until noon, and then devour all which 
comes before them. Lady Dainty is convinced, 
that it is necessary for a gentlewoman to be out of 
order; and, to preserve that character, she dines 
every day in her closet at twelve, that she may be- 
come her table at two, and be unable to eat in pub- 
lic. About five years ago, I remember it was the 
fashion to be short-sighted. A man would not own 
an acquaintance until he had first examined him 
with his glass. At a lady's entrance into the play- 
house, you might see tubes immediately levelled a^ 
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her from every quarter of the pit and side-boxes. 
HoweTeiC» thatmodeof infirmib^'is'Onty andxthe age 
has recovered its sight.: iuit the blind seem to be 
succeeded by the lame, and4t janty limp is 1^ pre- 
sent beauty. I think i <have formerly observed, a 
cane is part of the dress of a prig, and always worn 
upon a button, for fear 'he should be thought to have 
( an occasion for it, or be esteemed really, and not 

\ genteely a cripple. I bave considered, but could 

never find out the 'bottom of this ^vanity. I 'indeed 
ihave heard of a Gascon general, -Who, by the lucfky 
< ^grazing of a 'biillet on the toU of 'Ms stocking, took 

» <M!oasion to hadt 'all 'his life 'after. But as tor^our 

'peaceable cripples, I know no foundertion for 'their 
^haviour, without it may be •supposed that, in 
; itiiis warlike age, ^some'thiBlk a cane the neai^ honour 

to a wooden leg. This -sort of affectiltion { have 
4ciiown Tun from one linlb 'or memfl^r 'to another. 
•Bcffere the ilimpers <;ame in, I remember a irace t>f 
•lispers, >fine |>eFBoiis, who too^k an aversion >te par- 
ticular letters in our language. Some never 'Uttered 
4!he 'letter H ; and cithers had as ^moilaJl an aversion 
to >8. Others ^harre had 4;heir fashietable defect in 
their ears, and would make you repeat all yon said 
•twioe G¥er. I know an ancient friend of mine, 
w^iese table is 6very;4ay -swnpounded with iatterers, 
that makes iise 'of 4his, somdtimes 'as a piece •of 
grandewr, and -at 'Others as <an art, to make *^iein 
•repeat their jcommendations. Svdh affectations hare 
been indeed in the woiid in ancient times ; but ihej 
fcfll into them out of jpolitie ends. Alexander &e 
<Treat 4iad a wry neck, which made -(t Ibe fashien 
in his court to -oairy their heads "on one side w^n 
they oame into the presence. One who thought to 
outshine the wliole court, earned 4hs head so ever 
'eemplaisantiy, that tins maitiai prince gave 4rim -so 
great a box on the ear, as set ail the fiaa^ls of the 
court upright* 
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Thb* huaiiOHr takes-plaoe ia: our ntndoafi iv«flia8' 
bodies^ £ know at* thig time a' young: g^nti^iiaii^ 
who talks^aftbeistidally all dayriB-.aofl^e''hous6Sj and) 
m<his degrees of. understandiiig sets^ ap* fori a' ftee^ 
thinker; thooghi it; cant be* proved upon* him, he 
seLfB- Ma < prayerfi > every, morning.' and' evening. But^ 
this* classof modent.wit&l dhaUrreserve for a cibaptor 
by itself. 

Ofi the like turn are all ycmr ndarria^;i&-fa«ter8', 
who- rail at the. noose, i^the words * for ever and 
aye/ and at' the same time are secredy pining for 
some young, thing: or* other that' makes their heartii^ 
ache by.her.reluud. Tba next to; theses are snch a» 
pretend to- goverai thetr wiv«s, and: boast' howall 
they use them; whmi at the same tiine, goto^heir 
hottses^ aad:you shall seetfaemiStep>as if they feared 
making ainoise, and as fosd' as^ an.- alderman*: P 
do not ImoiN^ b«t sometimesr these pretenoes* may 
arise from^atdesire ta-conoeal a contrary defect^tlM 
that they set up> for;. I) remember, when T was 
a. young fellow^ we. had' a companion of^ a. very 
feaffiil complexion; wbe,.whea'We sat' into driakv 
would desire us to take his swordfrom him whetf 
he. grew fuddled^.for it^was his nnsfortuse to be 
q^airelsome* 

There are many, maBy. of these-evils, which de^ 
niand n^« observation.; but because I have of late 
bees I tbeuglit somewhat too. satirical, I shall give 
them warning, and declare to the whole world, that 
they are not true, but false hypocrites ; and make 
it out that they are good' men- in their hearts. The 
motive of this monstrous, afieotatloii^ in the above 
mentioned aaidthelike particulars^ I taketo proceed 
from that.nobl^ thirst c^.fame and^reputatien' which 
is planted in the hearts, of aU men^ As this* pro- 
duces elegant writings and gallant - aotions « iw men 

* As fawning as lap-dogs. O. F. 
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of great abilities, it also brings forth spurious dfo- 
ducttons in men who are not capable of distinguishing- 
themselves by things which are really praise- worthy. 
As the desire of fame in men of true wit and gal- 
lantry shows itself in proper instances, the same 
desire in men who have the ambition without proper 
faculties, runs wild and discovers itself in a thou- 
sand extravagances, by which they would signalize 
themselves from others, and gain a set of admirers. 
When I was a middle-aged man, there were many 
societies of ambitious young men in England, who, in 
their pursuits after fame, were every night employed 
in roasting porters, smoaking coblers, knocking 
down watchmen, overturning constables, breaking 
windows, blackening sign-posts, and the like im- 
mortal enterprizes, that dispersed their reputation 
throughout the whole kingdom. One could hardly 
find a knocker at a door in a whole street after a 
midnight expedition of these Beaux esprits. I was 
lately very much surprised by an account of my 
maid, who entered my bed-chamber this morning 
in a very great fright, and told me, she was afraid 
my parlour was haunted ; for that she had found 
several panes of my windows broken, and the floor 
strewed with half-pence. I have not yet a full light 
into this new way, but am apt to think, that it is a 
generous piece of wit that some of my contempo- 
raries make use of, to break windows, and leave 
money to pay for them. 

St. James's Coffee-house, October 5. 

I have no manner of news more than what the 
whole town had the other day ; except that I have 
the original letter of the Marshall Boufilers to the 
French kmg, after the late battle in the woods, 
which I translate for the benefit of the English 
reader: 
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' Sire, 

' This is to let your Msjesty understand, that to 
your immortal honour, and the destruction of the 
confederates, your troops haye lost another battle, 
Artagnan did wonders, Rohan performed miracles, 
Guiche did wonders, Gattion performed miracles, 
the whole army distinguished themselves, and every 
body did wonders. And to conclude the wonders 
of the day, I can assure your Majesty, that though 
you have lost the field of battle, you have not lost 
an inch of ground. The enemy marched behind 
us with respect, and we ran away from them as bold 
as lions.' 

%* Letters have been sent to Mr. Bickerstaff, 
relating to the present state of the town of Bath, 
wherein the people of that place have desired him 
to call home Uie physicians. All gentlemen, there-' 
fore, of that profession, are hereby directed to re- 
turn forthwith to their places of practice ; and the 
stage coaches are required to take them in before 
other passengers, until there shall be a certificate 
signed by the mayor, or Mr. Powel, that there are 
but two doctors to one patient left in town. 
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Qukquid aguni homines 

no8tri est farrago libeUif 

Juv. Sat. i. 86, 86. 

WhateTer good is done, whatever Ul 
By human kind, ahaXL this collection fill. 

From my own Apartment, October 7. 

As your painters, who deal in history pieces, often 
entertain themselves upon broken sketches, and 
smaller flourishes of the pencil ; so I find some re- 
lief in striking out miscellaneous hints, and sudd'^ 

VOL. TI. T 



^06^ TAt^LSftt 76: 

starts of fancy 9 without any order or cotmection^ 
after having spent myself on more regular^ and^ela- 
b^9mte' dimeftatioM. I aitt at< present inthis easyc 
stMe of mtnd'sat' down to my scrntbir ; ^ere, for' 
the better difiposilion of my'correspQiifd^ce, I havier 
writ' upon every drawer the proper' title of its cotf- 
tents; ais*^ hypocrisy, dice, patties, polities, I6re; 
diiel^; and so forth. My various advices' are ranged 
und^ sueh severai'headi^, saving only thstf'I^ have a 
parCicnMur box ibr 'P^ixAhti aird' anotfaeir fof Mbno- 
cnltKK r canwat but' obsiftrve, that liiy- duel-Box; 
wlfieb'is fillM by' the lettered* men^ of honour; is so 
very ill spelt, that it is hard to decypher' theif 
wridngsi My love box, though^ on a quite oon- 
tra!r3r subject, fflied' with the woHds of tlte - fkirest 
handir itf'Great BrifMni w almost as' unintelligible. 
TOe private* drawer, which 'is sacred 'to pontics; ha^ 
iifit some of the most refined^ptinegj^cs and'satirei^ 
iMit'any age has prodnced. 

Fhave* now before me several recommendation^ 
fbr {^ces at my* Table' of ttrtni6. Three of thewr 
are of an extraordhtaiynature, in which I find I'amr 
misunderstood, and* shalf, tfa^ef^re, beg leave to' 
produce them. ' They.-ai?^rom-a quaker, a courtier, 
and a citizen. 

^ Isaac. 

' Thy lucubrations, as thou lovest to calbthem, 
have been perused by several of our friends, who 
have'- taken o&enf&e'i forasmuch as thou excludest 
out of the brotheriiood: all personswho are praise- 
worthy for religion, wie are afraid that thou wilt fill 
thy table with none but heaUiens, and cannot hope 
to spy a brother there ; for there are none of us who 
can^be placed - among murdering heroes, or ungodly 
wits; since wis do not assail our 'enemies with the 
arm of fiesh, nor our gainsayers with the vanity of 
human wisdom. If^ tiierefore, thou wilt demean 
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thyself on /this, occasion with a right judgment, ac- 
cardiDg.to the .gifts ithat are in thee, we-desire thou 
wilt place James ^a^4i^ at the ^upper end of -thy 
table. 

In answer to my good friend Ezekiel, I must 
stand :to it that'll cannot break my rule for the sake 
of James Nayler ; not knowing, whether Alexander 
•the 'Great, ivvho is a choleric hero, would not 'resent 
^his silting at the dipper end g^ Ihe 4clble ^with 'fai^ 
•hat' on. 

But to jny tcourjier. 

'.Sir, 
*' Jam suipnsed that you dose -yonr *time in com- 
Lplimenting 'the dead, when you may mcfke your 
•court to the liying. ijot -me only tell you in ^the 
ear, Alexander andX^aesar, as generous as4hey were 
formerly, have not now a groat to dispose of. Fill 
your table with good company : I know a person of 
.quality ^Mvt'Shall gi^e you one 'hundred pounds for a 
•place >at it. Beeecret, andbevic^h. Ifours, 

You *know my band.^ 

This -gentleman -seems to have 'the true spirit, 
^without 4he form«^lity of an under conrtier; there- 
fore, 1 shall 'he {^ain with him, and let him leave the 
iname of liis courtier and one 4iundred pounds in 
Moffihew's hands : if 1 can iake it, 1 will. 

My citis^n writes the lollo^vring : 

Mr. Isaac Bickerstaff. 

'Sir, 

/ Your Taller, of -the l^irteenth of Septeaober, I 
Am now reading, and in your list of famous men, 
daflice you not to forget Alderman Wbittingtony 

t2 
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who began the world with a cat, and died worth 
three hundred and fifty thousand pounds sterling, 
which he left to an only daughter liiree years after 
his mayoralty. If you want any further particulars 
of ditto alderman, daughter, or cat, let me know, 
and per first will advise the needful : which con- 
cludes, your loving friend, 

. Lemuel Lsger.' 

I shall have all due regard to this gentleman's re- 
commendation : but cannot forbear observing how 
wonderfully this sort of style is adapted for the xlis- 
patch of business, by leaving out insignificant par- 
ticles ; besides that, the dropping of the first person 
b an artful way to disengage a man from the guilt 
of rash words or promises. But I am to consider, 
that a citizen's reputation is credit, not fame ; and 
am to leave these lofty subjects for a matter of pri- 
vate concern in the next letter before me.^ 

' Sir, 

^ I am just recovered out of a languishing sickness 
by the care of Hippocrates,* who visited me through- 
out my whole illness, and was so far from taking 
any fee, that he inquired into my circumstances, and 
would have relieved me also that way. But I did 
not want it. I know no method of thanking him, 
but recommending it to you to celebrate so great 
humanity in the manner you think fit, and to do it 
with the spirit and sentiments of a man just relieved 
from grief, misery, and pain, to joy, satisfaction, and 
ease ; in which you will represent the grateful sense 
of your obedient servant, 

T. B.' 

I think the writer of this letter has put the mat- 
ter in as good a dress as I can for him ; yet I can- 
not but add my applause, to «rKo* ♦hig distressed 
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mma liaa said. There is not a wore use&l nan in a 
uommoBwealt^ tfaaa a f^d phjraimftn : aiMl 1^ ctM- 
sequence no wtnibier a peiBon tfaao he that uses his 
skill with generosity even to persons oS condition, 
and comp^sion to those w4io ar« im wanti which 
is the b^ariour of Hippocrates, who i^ows as nuicli 
liberaUty in his praetice, as he does wit in his coji- 
versation and bkiII in tns profeasion. A wsal&y 
dsfitor, lAo can belp a poor man, and will not 
without a fee, has lees sense of humaft^ than a 
poor ruCan, who kills a rich man ta supply his ne> 
cessities. It is something BOBstrotis, to consider a 
mas of a lib»al educalian tearing out tke bowels of 
a poor family, by takiag for a ¥istt what would Jieep 
Uies a week. Hippocrates needs not the compa- 
rison of such extortion to set off his generosity ; bNt 
I mention his generosity to add shame to such ex- 
torlJOB. 



*,* Tlus is to give astiee to all iagenious geatie- 
men in aad about the cities of London and Weat- 
minster, who have a miad to be instructed in die 
noble sciences of music, poetry and politics, tkat 
they reptur to the Smyrna Coffee-house in Pail-maH, 
betwixt the hours of eight and ten at night, where 
they may be instructed ^atis, with elaborate essays. 
j^ word of numtb ok all or any of the above mo- 
tioned arts. The diaciptes are to prepare tJieir bo- 
dies with three dishes of bohea, and purge their 
brains with two pinches of snuff. If any young stu- 
dent gives indications of parts, by listening' atten- 
tively, or asking a pertinent question, cni' of Lhe pio- 
fesaors shaU distinguish him, by taking ^niiff nut of 
bit box in Ae presence of the whole auilii^nce. 

N. B.— The seat of lieamHig is now removed t^- 
Ibe comer of the chimney pn the ieh hand tr 
the window, t« the round table in the miiltlh 
t3 



210 TATLBR. 78. 

floor over-against the fire; a revolution much la- 
mented by the porters and chairmen, who were much 
edified through a pane of glass that remained bro- 
ken all the last summer. 

tit I cannot forbear advertising my correspondents, 
that I think myself treated by some of them after 
top familiar a manner, and in phrases that neither 
become them to give, nor me to take. I shall there- 
fore desire for tibe future, that if any one returns 
me an answer to a letter, he will not tell me he has 
received the favour of my letter; but if he does 
not think fit to say he has received the honour of it, 
that he tell me in plain English he has received my 
letter of such a date. I must likewise insist,, that 
he would conclude with, / am with great respect, 
or plainly, lam, without fiirther addition; and not 
insult me, by an assurance of his being with great 
truth and esteem my humble servant. There is like- 
wise another mark of superiority which I cannot 
bear ; and therefore must inform my correspondents, 
that I discard all faithful humble servants, and am 
resolved to read no letters that are not subscribed, 
your most obedient, or most humble servant, or both. 
These may appear niceties to vulgar minds, but they 
are such as men of honour and distinction must have 
regard to. And I very well remember a famous 
duel in France, where four were killed of one side, 
and three of the other, occasioned by a gentleman's 
subscribing himself a most affectionate friend. 

One ih ths Morning of the 8th of October, '1709. 

I was this night looking on the moon, and find 
by certain signs in that luminary, that a certain per* 
son under her dominion, who has been for many 
years distempered, will within a few hours publish a 
paniphlet, wnerein he will pretend to give my lu- 
cubrations to a wrong person; and I require all 
sober-disposed persons to avoid meeting the said 
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luoatic, -or giviDg him any credence any farther 
than pity demands ; and to lock up tiie said person 
wfaerever they find tiim, keeping him trom pen, ink, 
and paper. And I hereby prohibit any person to 
take upon him my writings, on pam of t>eing sent 
by me into Lethe with the said lunatic and all his 
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Filicet ier. If ataflnu, 

QloM irrupta linet copula ; nee malU 
Divutmi querimimii> 

SaprenCi cUihi mil 



u teirct anwr die. 

HoR. I. Od. siii. IT. 

Thrice luippy thej, in pare delights 

Whom love in mutual honda unites, 

Uubroken tj complaints ot Btrife 

Eren to the latest hours of life. 

FRAncis. 
From my ovm Apartment, October 10. 
My sister Jenny's lover, tie honest Tratfquiilis, for 
that shall be his name, has been impatient with me 
to dispatch the necessary directions for his marriage ; 
tbat while I am taken up with imaginary schemes, 
as he calls them, he might not bum with real de- 
sire and the torture of expectatjon. When I had 
reprimanded him for the ardour wherein he ex- 
pressed himself, which I thought had not enough 
of that feneration with which the marriage-bed is to 
be ascended, I told him, ' the day of his nuptials 
should be on the Saturday following, which was the 
eighth instant.' On the seventh in the cvcniii^. 

Eoor Jenny came into my chamber, and, liuviiig lii'i' 
eort full of the great change of life from a virgin 
condition to that of a wife, she long sat sile'"* — ' — 
saw she expected me to entertain her on th' 
tant subject, which was too delicate a cii'c 
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for bersdlf to ^ach upon; wher^vpon I r^^j^^^fl 
her modesty in the following mfmnpjp: ' Sipl^/ 
said I, ' you are now ^oipg frou^ ine : ^i \^ epp- 
tented, that you leave the company of ft tal^aftif^ 
old man> for that of a sober young one : but ^tikfi 
this f^long with you, that there is no mean in ija^ 
state you are entering into, but you are to bp 99> 
quisitely happy or miserable^ and your fortune in 
this way of life will be wholly of your own making. 
In alt the marriages I have ever seen, most of which 
have been unhappy ones, the great cause of evil has 
proceeded from slight occasions; and I take it to be 
the first maxim in a married condition, that you are 
to be above trifles. When two persons have so 
good an <^inion of each other as to come together 
ror life, they will not differ in matters of importance, 
because they think of each other with respect ; and 
in regard to all things of consideration that may af- 
fect them, they are prepared for mutual assistance 
and relief in such occurrences. For less occasions, 
they form no resolutions, but leave their minds un- 
prepared. 

* This, dear Jenny, is the reason tiiat the quanel 
between Sir Harry Willet and his lady, which be- 
gan about her squirrel, is irreooncilaye. Sir Hany 
was reading a grave author : she runs into his study, 
and, in a playing humour, claps the sqiurrel upoa 
the fotio : he threw the animal in a rage on the 
floor ; she snatches it up again, caUs ftir Harry ^ 
sour pedant, without good^nature or good-manners. 
This cast him into sudb a rage, that he threw down 
the table before him, kicked the book round the 
room, then recollected himself: ''Lord, Madan^," 
said he, " why did you run into such expressions ? 
I was," said he, " in the highest delight with that 
author, when you clapped your squirrel upon my 
boolj^ ;" and, smiling, awled upon recollection, ** I 
have a great respect for ynur favminte, and pray, let 
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US all be friends." . My lady was so far from ac- 
cepting this apology, that she immediately conceived 
a resolution to keep him under for ever ; and, with 
a serious air, replied, " There is no regard to be had 
to what a man says, who can fall into so indecent a 
rage, and such an abject submission in the same 
moment, for which I absolutely despise you." Upon 
which she rushed out of the room. Sir Harry stay- 
ed some minutes behind, to think and command 
himself : after which he followed her into her bed- 
chamber, where she was prostrate upon the 'bed, 
tearing her hair, and naming twenty coxcombs who 
would have used her otherwise. This provoked 
him to so high a degree, that he forbore nothing but 
beating her ; and all the servants in the family were 
at their several stations listening, whilst the best 
man and woman, the best master and mistress, de- 
famed each other in a way that is not to be repeated 
even at Billingsgate. You know this ended in an 
immediate separation : she longs to return home, 
but knows not how to do it : he invites her home 
every day, and lies with every woman be can get. . 
Her husband requires no submission of her ; but she 
thinks her very return will argue she is to blame, 
which she is resolved to be for ever, rather than 
acknowledge it. Thus, dear Jenny, my great ad- 
vice to you is, be guarded against giving or receiving 
little provocations. Great matters of offence I have 
no reason to fear either from you or your husband.' 
After this, we turned our discourse into a more 
gay style, and parted; but before we did so, I made 
her resign her snuff-box for ever, and half drown 
herself with washing away the stench of the musty. 
But the wedding morning arrived, and our family 
being very numerous, there was no avoiding the in- 
convenience of making the ceremony and festival 
more public than the modern way of celebrat^- 
them makes me approve of. The bride next ~ 



214. T.ATLf^R. 79-. 

ing cmnc out of l^er chftmber, dre.9^^ with all the 
art and care that Mrs. Toilet, thetirenwroBian. could 
beatow ou her. She was on her vredding-day three- 
and*twenty; her person is far from what we .call a 
regular beauty; but a certain sweetness in her. coun- 
tenance, an ease in her shape and motion, with im 
unaffected modesty in her looks, had attrftoticmsibe- 
yond what symmetry and exactness can .inspire, 
without the addition of the^e endawmwts. ^hen 
her lover entered the room, her features flushed wi^ 
shame and joy ; and the ingenuous mftmier, so fuM 
of passion imd of awe, with ^hich Tranquillus ap- 
proached tQ salute her, gaye me good omens of .tus 
future behaviour towards her. Xhe wedding was 
wholly under my care. Aft^r the ceremony M 
church, I was resolved to entertain the cQnq>any 
with a dinner suitable to the oqcasion, and ipitohed 
upon the Apollo, fit the Old Devil at Tempie-)hMr« 
as a place sacred to mirth tempei:ed with .discr^oo^ 
where Ben Jonson and his sons u^d to m^ke ,their 
liberal meetings. Here the .chic;! of the StaffifOi 
race appeared ; an4 f^ soon as jtjbe cQm|Hmy w^ei^ 
come into that ample room, Lepidu^ W»^ati9ff he- 
gSi.n to make jne compliments for choosing ilhat 
jrfftPe^ iWV<* fell iintPia.disco^Tse upop jbhe sulked; of 
pleasure and eAteitwnfueBt, idjiawn from Ihe rule^ of 
3en's club, which s^e in gojd letters aver , the .cjbim- 
i^ey. Lepidus has a way very uncommon, ^axul 
speaks on sulrjects on which any man else wxHild 
certainly .offend, with greai dei^terity. He gave us 
a large account of the puli^c meetings of .ajl the weU- 
tpmed minds who had passed throMgh Hm J^fe in 
d^es past, and closed hi? pleasing narrMive wilh a 
discourse on marriage, and a repetiticui of the fol- 
lowi]^g verses out of Milton : 

< Hail, wedded lore ! mysteriovs law f tme source 
Of human offspring, sole propriety 
In paradise, of all things oonir»"" «'»'» 
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Bj tkA adnlt'nidi Inrt yrtte drirRi (h)l)i then 
Among the beitial herdstainnge; bytbee. 
Founded in reaaoD, lo;al, just, and piue, 
R^lktloiia dear, and all the charitiea 
Of rather, Bonj'aDdbrDtber first were knomi. 
Perpetual fiiiiiiUIti of donMBtie meets, 
Wboie bed ia oMlefitM and chaste pnwsuDc'd, 
Present or past, as saints or pabiardis ns'd. 
Here Love his golden shafts employs, here lights 
Hi< contbutt lamp, and waves his purple wings : 
Reigns hei«, and revels not in the boaght smile 
Of narlota, loveless; jortMs; o&endear'd, 
Casual fruition ; nor in court amours, 
Hii^ dance, ornutton mask, ormidBigh't hM, 
Or serenade, irhich the storv'd lover sings 
To his proud fair, beat quilted with diidaia.' 
In these verses, all the images that can come into 
a young woman's head od such as occasioa are rais- 
ed ; but that in so chaste and elegant a manner, that 
the bride thanked him f6r his agreeable talk, and we 
sat down to dinner. 

Among the rest of the company, there was got in 
a fellow you call a Wag. TbJs ingenious person ia 
11m usual life' of all'f^asts and merriments, by speak- 
ing absordi ties, and putting every body of breeding 
Bttl'iifodes^ out of countenance. As soon as we 
sal< d«wn, he drank to 'the bride's diversion that 
ni^N-; and then made twenty double meanings on 
ttm word 'tAsujr: We are the best-bred family, for 
one BO numerous, in this kingdom ; and indeed we 
ehouM all of us have been as much out of counte- - 
oance as the bride, but that we were relieved by an 
hon«Bt' rough relation of ours at the lower end of 
thb'tftUk, vi4io is a lieuten^uK of marines. T^- 
soMier a*d'sailor had good jilairi sense, and 
wftlrt'WB* wrong as well as ajioltier ; he had a 
of' 16<^ng' at' bis plate, and sjMuking aloud i 
inward manner; and whenever tH 
tbe word Mtnjr, ortiie words that 
iiv that voice cried, ' Knock bim 
■OWH, wondering:, angry, and lunl 
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diversion of the table. When he offered to recover, 
and say, < To the bride's best thoughts/ ' Knock 
him down/ says the lieutenant, and so on. The 
silly humour diverted and saved us from the fulsome 
entertainment of an ill-bred coxcomb ; and the bride 
drank the lieutenant's health. We returned to my 
lodging, and Tranquillus led his wife to her apart- 
ment, without the ceremony of throwing the stocking. 
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Quicquid agunt hominei 

noatfi est farrago libeUi. 

Jvv. Sat. i. 85, 86. 

g Whatever good is done, whatever il l - 

By human kindf shall this collection fill. 

Grecian Coffee-house, October 12. 

This learned board has complained to .me of the 
exorbitant price of late years put upon books, and 
consequently on learning, which has raised the re- 
ward demanded by learned men £» their advice and 
labour. In order to regulate and fix a standard in 
these matters, diyines^ physicians, and lawyers, hare 
sent in large proposals, which are of great light and 
instruction. From the perusal of these memorials, 
I am come to this immediate resolution, until I have 
leisure to treat the matter at large, viz. : In divinity, 
fathers shall be valued according to their antiquity ; 
schoolmen by the pound weight; and sermons by their 
goodness. In my own profession, which is mostly 
physic, authbrs shall be rated according to their 
language. The Greek is so rarely understood, and 
the English so well, I judge them of no value : so 
that only Latin shall bear a price, and that too ac- 
cording to its purity, and as it serves best for pre- 
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acription. In law, the value must be set according 
to the intricacy and obscurity of the author and 
blackness of the letter; provided always that the 
binding be of calves-skin. This method I shall 
settle also with relation to all other writings ; inso- 
much that even these our lucubrations , though here- 
after printed by Aldus, Elzevir, or Stephens, shall 
not advance above erne single petmy. 

White's Chocolate-house, October 12. 

It will be allowed me, that I have all along 
shewed great respect in matters which concern the 
fair sex : but the inhumanity with which the author of 
the following letter has been used is not to be suffered. 
< Sir, October 9. 

* Yesterday I had the misfortune to drop in at 
my lady Haughty's, upon her visiting-day. When 
I entered the room where she receives company, 
they all stood up indeed ; but they stood as if diey 
were to stare at rather than to receive me. After a 
long pause, a servant brought me a round stool, on 
which I sat down at the lower end of the room, in 
the presence of no less thwt twelve persons, gentle- 
men and ladies, lolling in elbow-chairs. And, to 
complete my disgrace, my mistress was of the so- 
ciety. I tried to compose myself in vain, not know- 
ing how to dispose of either my legs or arms, nor 
how to shape my countenance ; the eyes of the 
whole room being still upon me in a profound 
silence. My concision at last was so great, that, 
without speiJung, or being spoken to, I fled for it, 
and left the assembly to treat me at their discretion. 
A lecture itafa you upon these inhuman distinctions 
in a free naticm, will, I doubt not, prevent the like 
evils for the future, and make it, as we say, as cheap 
sitting as standing. I am, with the greatest respect. 
Sir, your most humble, and 

most obedient servant, J. ^ 

VOL. II. u 
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* P. S. — I had almost forgot to inform you, that 
a fair young lady sat in an armless chair upon my 
right hand, with manifest discontent in her looks/. 

Soon after the receipt of this epistle, I heard a 
verv gentle knock at my door : my maid went down, 
ana brought up word^ ' that a tall, lean, black man, 
well dressed, who said he had not the honour to be 
acquainted with me, desired to be admitted. I bid 
her show him up, met him at my chamber-door, and 
then fell back a few paces. He approached me 
with great respect, and told me, with a low voice, 
* he was the gentleman that had been seated upon 
the round stool.' I immediately recollected that 
there was a joint-stool in my chamber, which I was 
•afraid he might take for an instrument of distinction, 
and therefore winked at my boy to carry it into my 
closet. I then took him by the hand, and led him 
to the upper end of my room, where I placed him in 
my great elbow-chair; at the same time drawing 
another without a,rms to it, for myself to sit by him. 
I then asked him, 'at what time this misfortune 
befel 'him V He answered, ' between the hours of 
seven and eight in the evening.' I further demanded 
of. him, what he had eat or drunk that day ? he re- 
plied, ^ nothing but a dish of water-gruel with a few 
plumbs in it.' In the next place, I felt his pulse, 
which was very low and languishing. These cir- 
cumstances confirmed me in an opinion, which I had 
entertained upon the first reading of the letter, that 
the gentleman was far gone in the spleen. I, there- 
fore, advised him to nse the next morning, and 
plunge into the cold-bath, there to remain under 
water until he was almost drowned. This I ordered 
him to repeat six days successiyely; and on the 
seventh to repair at the wonted hour to mv lady 
Haughty's^ and to acquaint me afterwards witn what 
he shall meet with there : and particularly to tell me, 
ifvhethec he shall think thev stared upon him so much 
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as the time before. The gentleman smiled ; and by 
his way of talking to me, showed himself a man of 
excellent sense in all particulars, unless when a 
cane-chair, a round or a joint-stool, were spoken of. 
Be opened his heart to me at the same time con- 
cerning several other grievances; such a;3, being 
overlooked in public assemblies, having his bows 
unanswered, being helped last at table, and placed 
at the back part of a coach ; with many other dis- 
tresses, which have withered his countenance, and 
wore him to a skeleton. Finding him a man of rea- 
son, I entered into the bottom of his distemper. ' Sir,' 
said I, ' there are more of your constitution in this 
island of Great Britain, than in any other part of the 
world; and I beg the favour pf you to tell me 
whether you do not observe that you meet with most 
affronts in rainy days?' He answered candidly, 
' that he had long observed, that people were less 
saucy in sunshine than in cloudy weather.' Upon 
which I told him plainly, 'his distemper was the 
spleen; and that though the world was very ill- 
natured, it was not so bad as he believed it.' 1 fur- 
ther assured him, ' that his use of the cold-bath, 
with a course of steel which I should prescribe him, 
would certainly cure most of his acquaintance of 
their rudeness, ill-behaviour, and impertinence.' 
My patient smiled, and promised to observe my 
prescriptions, not forgetting to give me an account 
of their operation. This distemper being pretty epi- 
demical, I shall, for the benefit of mankind, give 
the public an account of the progress I make in the 
cure of it. 

From my own Apartment, October 12. 

The author of the following letter behaves him- 
elf so ingenuously, that I cannot defer answr 
im any longer. 

u2 
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• Honoured Sir, October 6. 

* I have lately, contracted a very honest and un- 
dissembled claudication in my left foot, which 'will 
be a double affliction to me, it, according to your 
Tatler of this day, it must pass upon the world for 
a piece of singularity and affection. I must, there- 
fore, humbly beg leave to limp along the streets 
after my own way, or I shall be inevitably ruined in 
coach-hire. As soori as I am tolerably recovered, 
I promise to walk as upright as a ghost in a tragedy, 
bemg not of a statue to spare an inch of height that 
I can any way pretend to. I honour your lucubra- 
tions, and am, with the most profound submission. 

Honoured Sir, 

your most dutiful and 

most obedient servanf. See J 

Not doubting but the case is as the gentleman 
represents, I do hereby order Mr. Morphew to de- 
liver him out a licence, upon paying his fees, which 
shall empower him to wear a cane until the thhteenth 
of March next \ five months being the most I can 
allow for a sprain. 

St. Jamn^s Coffee-house^ October 12. 

We received this morning a mail from Hollandv 
which brings advice that the sieg^ of Mons is car- 
ried on with great vigour and bravery* that we hope 
very suddenly to be masters of the place : all things 
necessary being prepared for making the assault on 
the horn-work and ravelin of the attack of Berta- 
monty the charge began with the fire of bombs and 
grenadoes, which was - so hot, that the enemy quit- 
ted their post, and we lodged ourselves on those 
works without opposition. During this storm, one 
of our bombs fell into a magazine of the enemy, and 
blew it up. There are advices, which say the court 
of France had made new ofiers of peace to the Con- 
federates; but this intelligence ' " nfirmatioii« 
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N-ei. SATURDAY. OCTOBER 15, 1709, 

Hie nuuttu ab patriaa pugiumde vulnera paui, — 
Qaiqiufii natet, tt Phabo digna iocnii; 
Invenlaa auf qui vilam txcoiuere per arta, 
QingBe jai in«nor» alios fecert merendo. 

Viiio.lEa.yL6W 
Here patriota live, nbo foi their caaDtry's good. 

In fighting GeldB vere pTodigol of blood ! 

Hfre poets northy (heir inspiriDg god. 
And of unhlemish'd life, make their abode : 
And Bearchipg wite, of more mechanjc parU, 
Who grac'd their age viith oew-invented arta : 
Those who to worth their bounty did extend : 
And those who knew that bounty to commend. 

DaVDEN. 

FVom my own Apartment, October 14. 
There are two kinds of immortality: that which 
the soul really enjoys after this life, and that imagi' 
uary existence by which men live in their fame sad 
reputatiuu. The best and greatest actions have pro- 
ceeded from the prospect of the one or the other of 
these ; hut my design is to treat only of those who. 
have chiefly proposed to themselres the Utter,, aq 
the principal reward of their labours. It was for 
this reason that 1 excluded from my Tables of Fame 
all the )(reat founders and votaries of religion ; and 
it is for this reason also, that I am mote than ordi- 
nary anxious to du justice to the persons of whom I 
am now going to speak ; for since fame was the 
only end of all their enterprizes and studies, a man 
cannot be too scrupulous in allotting them their due 
proportion of it. It was this considnatioti which.-' 
made me call the whole body of the kuiiied to ir 
assistance ; to many of whom I must own my ob 
gations for the catalogues of illustrious perao 
which they have sent me in upon this oci:usion, 
yesterday employed the whole afternuun in pgj 
pBjing them with each other; which rou 
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took sometfaiiig with him thai he thought might he 
of assistance to him ia his march. Several had their 
swords drawn, some carried n^s of paper in their 
hands, some compasses, others quadrants, others 
telescopes, and others pencils. Some had laurels on 
their heads, and others huskiss on their legs ; in 
short, there was scarce any instrument of a mechanic 
ait, or liberal science, which was not made use of on 
this occasion. My good dsemon, who stood at my 
right hand during this course of the whole vision, 
observing in me a burning desire to join that glorious 
company, told nae, ' he highly approved that gene* 
rous ardour with which I seemed transported ; b»t 
at the same time advised me to cover my face with a 
mask all the while I was to labour on the ascent.' I 
took his counsd, without inquinng into his reasons. 
The whole body now broke into different parties, 
and began to climb the {vecipice by ten thousand 
different paths. Several got into little alleys, which 
did not reach far up the hUl, before they ended, and 
led no farther ; ana I observed, that most of the ar- 
tizans, which considerably diminished our number, 
feU into these paths. 

We left another considerable body of adventurers 
bdiind us, who thought they had discovered by- 
ways up the hill, which proved so very intricate and 
perplexed, that, after having advanced in them a 
little, they were quite lost among the several turns 
and windings ; and though they were as active as 
any in their motions, they made bat little progress in 
Oie ascent. These, as my guide informed me, were 
men of subtle tempers, and puzzled politics, who 
would supply the place of real wisdom with cunninff 
and artifice. Among those who were far advanced 
in their way« there were some that by one false st^ 
fell backward, and lost more ground in a moment 
than they had gained for many hoUrs, or tould ^ 
ever able to recover. We 'were now advanced 
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high, and observed that all the different paths which 
ran about the sides of the mountain began to meet in 
two great roads; which insensibly gathered the 
whole multitude of travellers into two great bodies. 
At a little distance from the entrance of each road 
there stood a hideous phantom, that opposed our 
further passage. One of these apparitions had his 
right hand filled with darts, which he brandished in 
the face of all who came up that way. Crowds rkn 
back at the appearance of it, and cried out Death. 
The spectre that guarded the other road was Envy. 
She was not armed with weapons of destruction, 
like the former ; but by dreadful hissings noises of 
reproach, and a horrid distracted laughter, she ap- 
peaired more frightful, than death itself, insomuch, 
that abundance of our company^ were discouraged 
from passing any farther, and some appeared ashamed 
of having come so fair. As for myself, I must con- 
fess, my heart shrunk within me at the sight of these 
ghastly appearances ; but, on a sudden the voice of 
the trumpet came more full upon us, so that we felt 
a new resolution reviving in us ; and in proportion 
as this resolution grew, the terrors before us seemed 
to vanish. Most of the company who had swords 
in their hands, marched oi^with great spirit, and an 
air pf defiance, up the road that was commanded by- 
Death; while others, who had thought and contem- 
plation in their looks, went forward in a more com- 
posed manner up the road possessed by Envy. The 
way above these apparitions grew smooth and uni- 
form, and was so delightful, that the travellers went 
on with pleasure, and in a little time arrived at the 
top of the mountain. They here began to breathe a 
delicious kind of aether, and saw all the fields about 
them covered with a kind of purple light, that made 
them reflect with satisfaction on their past toils ; aud 
diflpiised a secret joy through the whole assembly, 
which showed itself in ever- " ' '^^Hture. In the 
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midst of these happy fields there stood a palace of 
a very gloripus structure. It had four great folding 
doors, that faced the four several quarters of the 
world. On the top of it was enthroned the Goddess 
of the mountain, who smiled upon her votaries, and 
sounded the silver trumpet which had called them 
up, and cheered them in their passage to her palace .- 
lliey had now formed themselves into several divi- 
sions : a band of historians taking their 8t9,tions at 
each door, according to the persons whom they were 
to introduce. 

On a sudden, the trumpet which had hitherto 
sounded only a march, or a point of war, jiow swell- 
ed all its notes into triumph and exultation. The 
whole fabric shook, and the doors flew open. The 
first who stepped forward was a beautiful and bloom- 
ing hero, and as I heard by the murmurs round me, 
Alexander the Great. Henwas conducted by a 
crowd of historians. The person who immediately 
walked before him was remarkable for an embroi-* 
dered garment, who, not being well acquainted 
with the place, was conducting him to an apartment 
appointed for the reception of fabulous heroes. The 
name of this false guiaeVas Quintus Curtius. But 
Arrian and Plutarch, who knew better the avenues 
of this palace, conducted him into the great hall, 
and placed him at the upper end of the first table. 
My good daemon, that I might see the whole cere-i 
mony, conveyed me to a corner of this room, where 
I might perceive all that passed, without being seen 
myself. The next who entered was a charming vir- 
gin, leading in a venerable old man that was blind. 
Under her left arm she bore a harp, and on her 
head a garland. Alexander, who was very well 
acquainted with Homer, stood up at his entrance, 
and placed him on his right hand. The virgin, who 
it seems was one of the nine sisters that attended on 
the Goddess of Fame, smiled with inelSable r" 
at their meeting and retired. 
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Julius Cesar was now coming forward; and 
though most of the historians offered their service to 
introduce him, he left them at the door, and would 
have no conductor but himself. 

The next who advanced was a man of a homely 
but cheerful aspect, and attended by persons of 
greater figure than any that appeared on this occa- 
sion. Plato was on his right hand, and Xenophon 
on his left. He bowed to Homer and sat down by 
him. It was expected that Plato would himself have 
taken a place next to his master Socrates : but on a 
sudden there was heard a great clamour of dispu- 
tants at the door, who appeared with Aristotle at 
the head of them. That philosopher, with some 
rudeness, but great strength of reason, convinced 
the whole table, that a title to the fifth place was his 
due, and took it accordingly. 

He had scarce sat down, when the same beautiful 
virgin, that had introduced Homer, brought in ano- 
ther, who hung back at the entrance, and would 
have excused himself, had not his modesty been 
overcome by the invitation of all who sat at the ta- 
ble. His guide and behaviour made me easily con- 
clude it was Virgil. Cicero next appeared, and took 
his place. He had inquired at the door for one 
Lucceius to introduce him; but, not finding him 
there, he contented himself with the attendance of 
many other writers, who all, except Sallust, ap- 
peared highly pleased with the office. 

We waited some time in expectation of the next 
worthy, who came in with a great retinue of histo- 
rians, whose names I could not learn, most of them 
being natives of Carthage. The person thus con- 
ducted, who was Hannibal, seemed much disturbed 
and could not forbear complaining to the board, of 
the affronts he had met with among the Roman his- 
torians, * who attempted,' says he, ' to carry me in- 
to the subterraneous ap' ^ perhaps, would 
have done it, had it impartiality of 
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this gentleman, pointing to Polybius, ' who was the 
only person, except my own countrymen, that was 
willing to condact me hither.' 

The Carthaginian took his seat, and Pompey en- 
tered with great dignity in his own person, and prer 
ceded by several historians. Lucan the poet was at 
the bead of them, who observing Homer and Virgil 
at the table, was going to sit down himself, had not 
the latter whispered him, that whatever pretence he , 
might otherwise have had, he forfeited nis claim to 
it, by coming in as one of the historians. Lucan 
was so exasperated with the repulse, that he mut- 
tered something to himself : and was heard to say, 
' that since he could not havie a seat among theni 
himself, he would bring in one who alone had more 
merit than their whole assen^bly :' upon which he 
went to the door, and brought in Cfato of Utica. 
That great man approached the company with such 
an air, that showed he contemned the honour which 
he laid a claim to. Observing the seat opposite to 
Csesar was vacant, be took possession oi it, and 
spoke two or three smart sentences upon the nature 
of precedency , which, according to him, consisted 
not in place, butinjintrinsic merit ; to which he added, 
' that the most virtuous man, wherever he was seat- 
ed, was always at the upper end of the table. So- 
crates, who had a great spirit of raillery with bis 
wisdom, could not forbear smiling at a virtue which 
took so little pains to make itself agreeable. Cicero 
took the occasion to make a long discourse in praise 
of Cato, which he uttered with much vehemence. 
Caesar answered him with a great deal of seeming 
temper; but, as I stood at a great distance from 
them, I was not able to hear one word of what they 
said. But I could not forbear taking notice, that 
in all the discourse which passed at the table, a 
word or a nod from Homer decided the controversy 
After a short pause, Augustus appeared, look* 
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round him with a serene and affable countenance up- 
on all the writers of his age, who strode among 
themselves which of them should show him the 
greatest marks of gratitude and respect. Virgil rose 
from the table to meet him ; and though he was an 
acceptable guest to all, he appeared more such to 
the learned, than the military worthies. 

The next man astonished the whole table with his 
appearance. He was slow, solemn, and silent in 
lus behaviour, and wore a raiment curiously wrought 
with hieroglyphics. As he came into the middle of 
the room, he threw back the skirt of it, and disco- 
vered a golden thigh. Socrates, at the sight of it, 
declared against keeping company with any who 
were not- made of flesh and blood; and, therefore, 
desired Diogenes the Laertian to lead him to the 
apartment allotted for fabulous heroes, and worthies 
of dubious existence. At his going out, he told 
them, ' that they did not know whom they dismissed; 
that he was now Pythagoras, the first of philoso- 
phers, and that formerly he had been a very brave 
man at the siege of Troy.' — * That may be very true,' 
said Socrates ; * but you forget that you have like- 
wise been a very great harlot in your time.' This 
exclusion made way for Archimedes, who came 
forward with a scheme of mathematical figures in 
his hand: among which I observed a cone and a 
cylinder. 

Seeing this table full, I desired my guide, for va- 
riety, to lead me to the fabulous apartment, the roof 
of which was painted with Gorgons, Chimaeras, and 
Centaurs, with many other emblematical figures, 
which I wanted both time and skill to unriddle. The 
first table was almost full; at the upper end sat Ser- 
cules, leaning an arm upon his club; on his' right 
hand were Achilles and Ulysses, and between liiem 
iEneas ; on his left were Hector, Theseus, and Ja> 
son : the lower end had Oipheus, iGsop, Phalaris, 
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and Musaeus. The ushers seemed at a loss for a 
twelfth man, When, methought, to my great joy and 
snrprise, I heard some at the lower end of the table 
mention Isaac Bickerstaff ; but those of the upper 
end received it with disdain; and said, ' if theymust 
have a British worthy, they would have Kobin 
Hood/ 

While I was transported with the honour that was 
done me, and burning with envy against my compe- 
titor, I was awakened by the noise of the cannon 
which were then fired for the taking of Mons. I 
should have been very much troubled at being thrown 
out of so pleasing a vision on any other occasion ; 
but thought it an agreeable change, to have my 
thoughts diverted from the greatest among the dead 
and fabulous heroes, to the most famous among the 
real and the living. 
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Ubiidem el nuueimua ei honesiissimus amor eai, aliquando pra- 
ttat moreie Jungly quam mta dUtrahi, Val. max. 

Where there is the greatest and most honourable love, it is 
sometimes better to be Joined in death, than separated in life. 

From my own Apartment, October 17. 

After the mind has been employed on contempla- 
tions suitable to its greatness, it is unnatural to run 
into sudden mirth or levity; but we must let the 
soul subside, as it rose, by proper degrees. My 
late considerations iji the ancient heroes impressed a 
certain gravity upon my mind, which is much above 
the little gratifications received from starts of hu- 
mour and fiEUicy, and threw me into a pleasing sad- 
ness. In this state of thought I have been looking 
at the fire, and in a pensive manner reflecti' 
the great misfortunes and calamities incider 

VOL. 11. X 
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man life ; amqng which there wee none that touch so 
sensibly ast hose which befal persons who eminently 
love, and meet with fatal interruptions of their hap- 
piness when they least expect them. The piety of chil- 
dren to parents, and the affection of parents to their 
children, are tiie effects of instinct ; but the affection 
between lovers and friends is founded on reason and 
choice, which has always made me think the sorrows 
of the latter much more to be pitied than those of the • 
former. The contemplation of distresses of this sort 
softens the mind of man, and makes the heart better. 
It extinguishes the seed of envy and ill-will towards 
mankind, corrects the pride of prosperity, and beats 
down all that fierceness and insolence which are apt 
to get into the minds of the daring and fortunate. 

For this reason the wise Athenians, in their thea- 
trical performances, laid before the eyes of the peo-> 
{lie the greatest afflictions which could befal human 
ife, and insensibly polished their tempers by such 
representations. Among the modems, indeea, there 
has arisen a chimerical method of disposing the for- 
tune of the persons represented, according to what 
they call poetical justice ; and letting none be un- 
happy but those who deserve it. In such cases, an 
intelligent spectator, if he is concerned, knows he 
ought not to be so ; and can learn nothing from such 
a tenderness, but that he is a weak creature, whose 
passions cannot follow the dictates of his under- 
standing. It is very natural, when one is got into 
such a way of thinking, to recollect those examples 
of sorrow which have made the strongest impression 
upon our imaginations. An instance or two of such 
you will give me leave to communicate. 

A young gentleman and lady of ancient and ho- 
norable houses in Cornwall had from their childhood 
entertained for each other a generous and noble pas- 
■sion, which had been long opposed by their friends, 
^y reason of the inequality of theur fortunes ; but 
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their COD Btancy to each other, and obedience to those- 
on whom tbey depended, wrought so much upon 
their relatioos, that these celebrated lovers were at 
length joined inmarriage. Soon after their nuptialR, 
the bridegiDom was obliged to go into a foreign 
country, to take care of a considerable fortune, 
which was left bim by a relation, and came rery op- 
portunely to improve their moderate circumstaiices. 
They received the congratulations of all the country 
on this occasion ; and I remember it was a common 
sentence in every one's mouth, ' You see how faith- 
ful love is rewarded.' 

He took this agreeable voyage, and sent home 
every post fresh accounts of his success in his afiairs 
abroad; but at last, though he designed to return 
with the next ship, he lamented in his letters, that 
'business would detain him sometime longer from 
home,' because he would give himself the pleasure 
of an unexpected arrival.' 

The young lady, after the heat of the day, walked 
every evening on the sea-shore, near which she lived, 
with a familiar friend, her husband's kinswoman; 
and diverted herself with what objects they met there, 
or upon discourses of the future mediods of life, in 
the nappy chango of their circiiniatanc»s. They 
stood one evening ori the shore together in a perfect 
(lanquiility, observing the setting of flte B 
calm face of thv deep, and the silent b«kvin{^ 
waves, which gently rolled towwtl* tbem turn ^ 
attheirfeet; ulien'at adistanoA:* "* 
something Hoat or 
was a cheat; and with a amilq 
first, and if it came ashore ii 
right to it' They boUi £ 
entertained tliemselves w 
the cousin still aasertinj 
' if it was a prize, to gn 
the child of which she r 
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might b^ god-mother/ Their mirth soon abated, 
when they observed upon the nearer approach, that 
it was a human body. The young lady, who had a 
heart naturally filled with pity and compassion, made 
many melancholy reflections on the occasion. * Who 
knows/ said she, ' but this man may be the only 
hope and heir of a wealthy house : the darling of in- 
dulgent parents, who are now in impertinent mirth, 
and pleasing themselves with the thoughts of offer- 
ing him a bride they had got ready for him ? or, may 
he not be the master of a family that wholly de- 
pended upon hb life? There may, for aught we 
know, be half a dozen fatherless children, and a 
tender wife, now exposed to poverty by his death. 
What pleasure might he have promisea himself in 
the different welcome he was to have from her and 
them ! But let us go away ; it is a dreadful sight ! 
The best office we can do, is to take care that the 
poor man, whoever he is, may be decently buried.* 
8he turned away, when a wave threw the carcase on 
the shore. The kinswoman immediately shrieked 
out, * Oh, my cousin !' and fell upon the ground. 
The unhappy wife went to help her friend, when she 
saw her own husband at her feet, and dropped in a 
swoon upon the body. An old woman, who had 
been the gentleman's nurse, came out about this tim^ 
to call the ladies to supper, and found her chUd, as 
she always called him, dead on the shore, her mis- 
tress and kinswoman botii lying dead by 1dm. Her 
loud lamentations, and calling her young master to 
life, soon awaked the friend from her trance; but 
the wife was gone for ever. 

When the fiEunily and neighbouriiood got together 
round the bodies, no one asked any question, but 
the objects before them told the story. 

Incidents of this nature are the more moving when 
they are drawn by persons concerned in the catas- 
trophe, notwithstanding they are often oppressed 
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beyond the power of giving them in a distinct light, 
except we gather their sorrow from their inability to 
speak it. 

I have two original letters, written both on the 
same day, which are to me exquisite in their difierent 
kinds. The occasion was this : A gentleman who 
had courted a most agreeable young woman, and 
won her heart, obtained also tihe consent of her 
father, to whom she was an only child. The old man 
had a fancy that they should be married in the same 
church where he himself was, in a village in West- 
moreland, and made them set out while he was laid 
up with the gout in London. The bridegroom took 
only his man, the bride her maid : they had the most 
agreeable journey imaginable to the place of mar- 
riage; from whence the bridegroom writ the follow- 
ing letter to his wife's father. 

< Sir, March 18, 1672. 

'After a very pleasant journey hither, we are pre- 
paring for the happy hour in which I am to be your 
son. I assure you the bride carries it, in the eye of 
the vicar who married you, much beyond her mother ; 
though he says, your open sleeves, pantaloons and 
shoulder-knot, made a much better show than the 
finical dress I am in. However, I am contented to 
be the second fine man this village ever saw, and 
shall make it very merry before night, because I 
shall write myself from tlience, 

' Your most dutiful son, 

T. D. 

* The bride gives her duty, and is as handsome as 
an angel. 1 am the happiest man breathing.' 

The villagers were assemblins about the church, 
and the happy couple took a walk in a private gar- 
den. The bridegroom's man knew his master would 
leave the place on a sudden after the wedding, and 
seeing him draw his pistoh the night before, took 

x3 
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this opportunity to go into fats chainber and ciMirge 
thena. Upon their return from the garden, they went 
into that room : and after a little fond raillery on the 
subject of their courtship, the lover took up a pistol^ 
which he knew he had unloaded the night before, and, 
presenting it to her, said, with the most graceful air, 
whilst she looked pleased at his agreeable flattery ;. 

* Now, Madam, repent of all those cruelties yon 
have been guilty of to me ; consider, before you die, 
how often you have made a poor wretch freeze 
under your casement ; you shall die, you tyrant, you 
shall che, with all those instruments of death a&d 
destruction about you, with that enchanting smile, 
those kilKng ringlets of your hair''— ^^ Give firei' 
said she, laughing. He did so ; and shot her dead. 
Who can speak his condition? but he bore it so 
patiently as to call up his man. The poor wretch en-* 
tered, and his master locked the door upon him» 

* Will/ said he, 'didyou charge these pistols?' He 
answered, ^ Yes.' Upon which, he shot him dead 
with that remaining. After this, amidst a thousand 
broken sobs, piercing groans, and distracted 
motions, he writ the following letter to the fieither ot 
his dead mistress. 

•Sir, 

* 1, who two hours ago told you truly I was the 
happiest man alive, am now the most miserable. 
Your daughter lies dead at my feet, killed by my 
hand, through a mistake of my man's charging my 
pistols unknown to me. Him have I murdered for 
it. Such is my wedding day. 1 will immediate- 
ly follow my wife to her grave : but before I throw 
myself upon my sword, I command my distraotioD 
io far as to explain my story to you. I fear my 
leart will not keep together until I have stabbed it» 

Poor good old man! ^Remember, he that 

dlied your daughter died for it. In the article af 
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death, I give you my thanks^ and pray for you, 
though I dare not for myself. If it be possible, de. 
not curse me.' 



»• 83. THURSDAY, OCTOBER 20, 1709. 

Senilis tttUHHa, pm deUraHo ofpeUari soM, $eiimm levium eity 
lum <wi]itttni. M. T. Cic. 

That which is usually called dotage is not the foible of all old 
men, but only of such as are remarkable for their levity 
and inconstancy. 

JVom mjf owu Apartmeat, October 19. 

It: is my frequent practice to visit places of resort 
in this town where I am least known, to observe 
what reception my works meet with in the world, 
and what good effects I may promise myself from 
my Ubours : and it being a privilege asserted by 
Monsieur Montaigne, and others of vain-glorious 
memory, that we writers of essays may talk of our- 
selves, I take the liberty to give aa account of the 
remarks which I find are made by some of my gen- 
tle readers upon these my dissertations. 

I happened this evening to fall into a coffee-house 
near the Exchange, where two persons were reading 
my account of the * Table of Fame.' 

The one of these was commenting as he read, and 
explaining who was meant by this and the other 
worthy as he passed on. I observed the person 
over-against him wonderfully intent and satisfied 
with his explanation. When he came to Julias 
Csesar, who is said to have refused any conductor to* 
the Table ; ' No, no,' said he, ^ he is in the right of 
it, he has money enough to be welcome wherever he 
comes ;' and then whispered, * he means a certain 
colonel of the Trainbands.' Upon reading that 
Aristode made his claim with some rudeness, but 
great strength of reason; 'Who can that be, s^^ 
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rough and so reasonable? It must be some Whig, 
I warrant you. There is nothing but party in' these 
public papers.' Where Pythagoras is said to have 
a golden thigh — * Ay, ay/ said he, ' he has money 
enough in his breeches ; that is the alderman of our 
ward/ you must know. Whatever he read,! found 
he interpreted from his own way of life and acquaint- 
ance. I am glad my readers can construe for them- 
selves these difficult points ; but, for the benefit of 
posterity, I design, when I come to write my last 
paper of this kind, to make it an explanation of all 
my former. In that piece you shall- have all I have 
commended, with their proper names. The faulty 
characters must be left as they are, because we live 
in an age wherein vice is very general, and virtue 
very particular; for which reason the latter only 
wants explanation. 

But I must turn my present discourse to what is 
of yet greater regard to me than the care of my 
writings ; that is to say, the preservation of a lady's 
heart. Little did I think I should ever have business 
of this kind on my hands more ; but, as little as any 
one who knows me would believe it, there is a lady 
at this time who professes love to me. Her passion 
and good humour you shall have in her own words. 

* MR. BICKERSTAFF, 

* I had formerly a very good opinion of myself; 
but it is now withdrawn, and I have placed it upon 
you, Mr. Bickerstaff, for whom I am not ashamed 
to declare I have a very great passion and tender- 
ness. It is not for your face, for that I never saw ; 
your shape and height I am equally a stranger to ; 
but your understanding charms me, and I am lost if 
you do not dissemble a little love for me. I am not 
v^ithout hopes ; because I am not like the tawdry 
B^ay things that are fit only to make bone-lace. I am 
neiUier childish-yoimg, nor beldam-old, but, the 
world says, a good agreeable woman. 
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'Speak peace to a troubled heart, troubled ^nly 
for you ; and in your next paper, let me find your 
thoughts of me. 

' Do not think of finding out who I am, for, not- 
withstanding your interest in daemons, they cannot 
help you eidier to my name, or a sight of my face ; 
therefore do not let them deceive you. 

* t can bear no discourse, if you are not the sub- 
ject ; and believe me, I know more of love than you 
do of astronomy. 

' Pray say some civil things in return to my gene- 
rosity, and you shall have my very best pen employ- 
ed to thank you, and I will confirm it. 

I am your admirer, 

Maria.' 

There is something wonderfully pleasing in the 
favour of women ; and this letter has put me in so 
good a humour, that nothing could displease me 
since I received it. My boy breaks glasses and 
pipes; and instead of giving him a knock on the 
pate, as my way is, for I hate scolding of servants^ 
1 only say, ' Ah, Jack ! thou hast a head, and so 
has. a pin,' or some such merry expression. But 
alas ! how am I mortified when he is putting on my 
fourth pair of stockings on these poor spindles of 
mine ! ' The fair one understands love better than I 
astronomy !' I am sure, without the help of that art, 
this poor meagre trunk of mine is a very ill habita^ 
tion for love. She is pleased to speak civilly of my 
sense, but Tngtiumm mak kaintat is an invincible 
difficulty in cases of this nature. I had always 
indeed, from a passion to please the eyes of the fair, 
a great pleasure in dress. Add to this, that I have 
writ songs since I was sixty, and have lived with 
all the circumspection of an old beau, as I am«, 
But my friend Horace has very well said, ' Evei 
year takes something from us; and instructe^^ 
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to form my pursuits and desires according to the 
stage of my life ; therefore, I have no more to value 
myself upon, than that I can converse with young 
people without peevishness, or wishing myself a 
moment younger. For which reason, when I am 
amongst them, I rather moderate than interrupt their 
diversions. But though I have this complacency, 
I must not pretend tp write to a lady civil things, 
9>s Maria desires. Time was, when I could have 
told her, ' I had received a letter from her fair 
hands ; and, that if this paper trembled as she read 
it, it then best expressed its author,' or some other 
gay conceit. Though I never saw her, I could 
have told her, ' that good sense and good humour 
smiled in her eyes : that constancy and good-nature 
dwelt in her heart : that beauty and good-breeding 
appeared in all her actions.' When I was five-and- 
twenty, upon sight of one syllable, even wrong 
spelt, by a lady 1 never saw, I could tell her, * that 
her height was that which was fit for inviting our 
approach, and commanding our respect: that a* smile 
sat on her lips, which prefaced her expressions be- 
fore she uttered them, and her aspect prevented her 
speech. All she could say, though she had an in- 
finite deal of wit, was but a repetition of what was 
expressed by her form ; her form ! which struck her 
beholders with ideas more moving and forcible than 
ever were inspired by nuisic, painting, or eloquence/ 
At this rate I panted in those days ; but, ah ! sixty- 
three ! I am very sorry I can only return the agree- 
able Maria a passion expressed rather from the head 
than the heart. 

* Dear Madam, 

* You hdve already seen the best of me, and I so 
passionately love you, that I desire we may never 
meet If you will examine your heart, you will find 
that you join the man with the philosopher : and if 
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you have that kind opinion of my sense as you pre- 
tend, I question not but you add to it complexion, 
air, and shape : but, dear Molly, a man in his grand 
climacteric is of no sex. Be a good girl ; and con- 
duct yourself with honour and virtue, when you love 
one younger than myself. I am, with the greatest 
tenderness, your innocent lover, I. B. 

WiU'9 Cojfee-hauie, October 19. 

There is nothing more common than the weakness 
mentioned in the following epistle; and I believe 
there is hardly a man livmg who has not been more 
or less injured by it : 

< Sir, ' Land's End, October 12. 

* I have left the town some time ; and much the 
sooner for not having had the advantage, when I 
lived there, of so good a pilot as you are to this 
present age. Your cautions to the young men 
against the vices of the town are very well : but 
there is one not less needful, which I think you 
have omitted. I had from the Rough Diamond (a 
gentleman so called from an honest blunt wit he had) 
not long since dead, this observation, that a young 
man must be at least three or four years in London 
before he dares say NO. 

* You will easily see the truth and force of this 
observation ; for J believe more people are drawn 
away against their inclinations, than with them. A 
young man is afraid to deny any body going to a 
tavern to dinner; or, after being gorged there, to 
repeat the same with another company at supper, or 
to drink excessively, if desired, or go to any other 
plaoe, or commit any other extravagancy proposed. 
The fear of being thought covetous, to have no 
money, or to be under the dominion or fear of his 
parents and friends, hinder him from the free exer- 
cise of his understanding, and affirming boldl* *^ 
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true reason, which is, his real dislike of what is de- 
sired. If you could cure this slavish facility, it 
would save ahundance at their first entrance into the 
world. I am. Sir, yours, 

Solomon Afterwit.* 

This epistle has given an occasion to a treatise on 
this subject, wherein I shall lay down rules when a 
young stripling is to say NO, and a young virgin 
YES. 

N.B. For the publication of this discourse, I wait 
only for subscriptions from the under-graduates of 
each university, and the youhg ladies in the board- 
ing schools of Hackney and Chelsea. 

St. James's Coffee-house, October 19. 

Letters from the Hague, of the twenty-fifth of 
October, N. S. advise, that the garrison of Mons 
marched out on the twenty-third instant, and a gar- 
rison of the allies marched into the town. All ^e 
forces in the field, both of the enemy and the con- 
federates, are preparing to withdraw into winter- 
quarters. 

N° 84. SATURDAY, OCTOBER 22, 1709. 

From my oum Apartment, October 21. 

I HAVE received a letter subscribed A. B. wherein 
it has been represented to me as an enormity, that 
there are more than ordinary crowds of women at 
the Old Bailey when a rape is to be tried. But by 
Mr» A. B.'s favour, I cannot tell who are so much 
concerned in that part of the law as the sex he men- 
tions, they being the only persons liable to such in- 
sults. Nor, indeed, do I think it more unreason- 
able that tlit^y should be inquisitive on such occa- 
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sfons than men of honour, when one is tried for kill- 
ing another in a duel. It is very natural to incpiire 
how the fatal pass was made, that we may the bet- 
ter defend ourselves when we come to be attacked. 
Several eminent ladies appeared lately at the court 
of justice on such an occasion, and with great pa- 
tience and attention staid the whole trials of two 
persons for the abovesaid crime. The law to me 
indeed seems a little defective in this point ; and it 
b a very great hardship, that this crime, which is 
committed by men only, should have men only on 
•their jury. I humbly therefore propose, that on fu- 
ture totals of this sort,' half of the twelve may be 
women ; and those such whose faces are well known 
to have taken notes, or may be supposed to remem- 
ber what happened in former trials in the same place. 
There is the learned Androgyne, that would make a 
good fore^woman of the jury, who by long atten- 
dance, understands as much law and anatomy as is 
necessary in this case. Until this is taken care of, 
I am humbly of opinion, it would be much more ex- 
pedient that the fair were wholly absent ; for to what 
end can it be that they should be present at such 
examinations, when they can only be perplexed with 
a fellow-feeling for the injured, without any power 
to avenge their sufferings? It is an unnecessary 
pain which the fair ones give themselves on these 
occasions. I have known a young woman shriek 
out at some parts of the evidence; and have fre- 
quently observed, that when the proof grew parti- 
cular and strong, there has been such an universal 
flutter of fans, that one would thiiik the whole fe- 
male audience were falling into fits. Nor, indeed, 

can I see how men themselves can be wholb 

moved at such tragical relations. 

In short, I must tell my female rea ^ 
9iay take an old man's word for it, ^ 
thing in woman so graceful and h 

VOL. II. Y 
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desty. It adds charms to their beauty, and gives^ a 
new softness to their sex. Without it, simplicity 
and innocence appear rude ; reading and good sense, 
masculine ; wit and humour, lascivious. This is so 
necessary a qualification for pleasing, that the loose 
part of womankind, whose study it is to ensnare 
men's hearts, never fail to support the appearance 
of what they know is so essential to that end ; and I 
have heard it reported by the young fellows in my 
time as, a maxim of the celebrated Madam Bennet,* 
that a young wench, though never so beautiful, was 
not worth her board when she was past her blushing. 
This discourse naturally brings into my thoughts a 
letter I have received from the virtuous lady Woittle- 
stick, on the subject of Lucretia. 

* Cousin Isaac, From my Tea Table, Oct. 17. 

* I read your Tatler of Saturday last,, and ivas 
surprised to see you so partial to your own sex, as 
to think none of ours worthy to sit at your first 
table ; for sure you cannot but own Lucretia as fa- 
mous as any you have placed there, who first parted 
with her virtue and afterwards with her life, to pre- 
serve her fame.' 

Mrs. Biddy Twig has tmritten me a letter to the 
same purpose ; but in answer to both my pretty cor- 
respondents and kinswomen, I must tell them, that 
although I know Lucretia would have made a very 
graceful figure at the upper end of the table, I did 
not think it proper to place her there, because I 
knew she would not care for being in the company 
of so many men without her husband. At the same 
time, I must own, that Tarquin himself was not a 
greater lover and admirer of Lucretia than I myself 
aim in an honest way. When my sister Jenny was 

* A notorious bawd in the reign of K. Charles II. called 
Mk&eMif and Madam, and Mother Bonnet. 
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in her sampler, I made her get the whole story with- 
out book, and tell it me in needle-work. This illus- 
trious- lady stands up in history as the glory of her 
own sex, and the reproach of ours ; and the circum- 
stances under which she fell were so very particular, 
that they seem to make adultery and murder meri- 
torious. She was a woman of such transcendant 
virtue, that her beauty, which was the greatest of 
the age and country m which she lived, and is ge- 
nerally celebrated as the highest of praise in other 
women, is never mentioned as a part of her charac- 
ter. But it would be declaiming to dwell upon so 
celebrated a story, which I mentioned only in re- 

rct to my kinswomen ; and to make reparation for 
omission they complain of, do further promise 
them, that if they can furnish me with instances to 
fill it, there shall be a small tea-table set apart in 
my Palace of Fame for the reception of all of hei' 
character. 

Chrecian Coffee-hmue, October 21. 

I was this evening communicating my design of 
producing obscure merit into public view ; and pro- 
posed to the learned, that they would please to as- 
sist me in the work. For the same end I publish 
my intention to the world, that all men of liberal 
thoughts may know they have an opportunity of do- 
ing justice to such worthy persons as have come 
within their respective observation, and who by mis- 
fortune, modesty, or want of proper writers to re- 
commend them, have escaped the notice of the rest 
of mankind. If, therefore, any one can bring any 
tale or tidings of illustrious persons, or glorious ac- 
tions, that are not commonly known, he is desired 
to send an account thereof to me, at J. Morphew's, 
and they shall have justice done them. At the same 
time that I have this concern for men and things th< 
deserve reputation and have it not, I am resold 
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examine into the elaims of such ancieDts and mo- 
dems as are in possession of it, with a design to dis-t 
place them^ in case I find their titles defectiye. The 
nrst whose merits I shall inquire into, are some 
merry gentlemen of the French nation, who have 
written very advantageous histories of their exploits 
in war, love, and politics, under the title of Memoirs. 
I am afraid I shall. find several of these gentlemen 
twrd^y because I hear of them in no writings but 
their own. To read the narrative of one of these 
authors, you would fancy that there was not an 
action in a whole campaign which he did not con- 
trive or execute; yet, if you consult the history os 
gazettes of those times, you do not find him so much 
as at the head of a party from one end of the sum- 
mer to the other. But it is the way of these g^eat 
men, when they lie behind their lines, and are in a 
time of inaction, as they call it, to pass away their 
time in writing their exploits. By this means, several 
who are either unknown or despised in the present 
age, will be famous in the next, unless a sudden 
stop be put to such pernicious practices. There are 
others of that gay people, who, as I am informed^ 
will live half a year together in a garret, and write 
a history of their intrigues in the court of France. 
As for politicians, they do not abound with that 
species of men so much as we ; but as ours are not 
so famous for writing, as for extemporary disserta- 
tions in coffee-houses, they are more annoyed with 
memoirs of this nature also than we are. The most 
immediate remedy that I can apply to prevent this 
growing evil, is. That I do hereby give notice to. all 
ookselliers and translators whatsoever, that the word 
[emoir is French for a novel; and to require of them 
lat they sell and translate it accordingly. 

WHJ^s Coffee-house, October 21. 

Coming into this place to-night, I met.aaoldfriend 
>f mine, who a littie after the restoration writ an epi- 
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<gTam with some applause, which he has lived upon 
ever since ; and by virtue of it, has been a constant 
freauenter of this coffee-house for forty years. He 
took me aside, and with a great deal of friendship 
told me he was glad to see me alive, * for,' says he, 
* Mr. Bickerstaff, I am sorry to find you have raised 
many enemies by your Lacubrations. There are in- 
deed some,' says he, * whose enmity is the greatest 
honour they can show a man ; but you have lived to 
these years, and do not know that the ready way to 
disoblige is to give advice ? you may endeavour to 
guard your children, as you call them ; bu t ' ' 
He was going on ; but I found the disagreeableness of 
giving advice without being asked, by my own im- 
patience of what he was about to say : in a word, I 
begged him to give me the hearing of a short fable. 

* A gentleman,' says I, * who was one day slumber- 
ing in an arbour, was on a sudden awakened by the 
gentle biting of a lizard, a little animal remarkable 
for its love to mankind. He threw it from his hand 
with some indignation, and was rising to kill it, when 
he saw a huge venomous serpent sliding towards 
him on the other side, which he soon destroyed; 
reflecting afterwards with gratitude upon his friend 
that saved him, and with anger against himself, that 
had shown so little sense of a good office.' 
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From my ovm Apartment, October 24. 

Mt brother Tranquillus, who is a man of business, 
came to me this morning into my study, and after 
many very civil expressions in return for what gor 
offices I had done him, told me, ** he desired to ca* 
his wife, my sister, that veiy morning, to his ' 
•bouse." . I readily told him, '' 1 would wait uf 

y 8 
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without asking why be was so impatieiit to rob ^a of 
his good company. He went out of my chamber, and 
I thought seemed to have a iittle heavinesa upon 
him, which gayp me some disquiet. Soon after my 
sister eame.to me, with a very matron-like air» and 
most sedate satisfaction in her looks, which spoke 
her very much at ease ; but the traces of her coun- 
tenance seemed to discorer that she had been lately 
in a passion, and that air of content to flow froin a 
certain triumph upon some advantage obtamed. Sh^ 
no sooner saA down by me, but I perceived she was 
one of those ladies who begin to be managers within 
the time of their being brides.-— Without letting bar 
speak, which I saw she had a mighty inelinatimi tp 
do, I said, " Here has been your husband^ wko 
tells me he has a mind to go home Ais v^ momia^ 
and I have consented to it." — *' It is well^" said she, 
for you must know——" " Nay, Jenny," said I, 
I beg your pardon, for it is you must know — ^You 
are to understand, that now is the time to fix or 
alienate your husband's heart for ever ; and I fear 
you have been a iittle indiscreet in your expres«i<ms 
or behaviour towards him, even here in my house/' 
*' There has," says she, '* been some words : bui I 
will be Judged by you if he was not in the wrong : 
nay, I need not be judged by any body, for he gaFe 
it up himself, and said not a word when he saw me 
grow passionate, but, * Madam, you are perfectly 
in liie right of it :* as you shall judge—" ** Way, 
Madam," said J, " I am judge already, and tell 
you, that you are perfectly in the wrong of it; for 
'^ it was a matter of importance, I know he has 
>tter sense than you ; if a trifle, you know what I 
Id you on your wedding-<lay, that you were to be 
K)ve little provocations." She knows very well I 
M be sour upon occanon, therefore gave me leave 
* go on. 
*' Sister," said I, '' I will not enter into the disr 
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PHte betweea you, which J find his prudence put an 
end to before tt came to extremity ; but charge you 
to have a care of the first quarrel, as you tender 
your happiness ; for then it is that the mind will re- 
flect harshly upon every circumstance that has erer 
passed between you. If such an accident is ever to 
happen, which! hope never will, be sure to keep 
to the circumstance before you : make no allusioBf 
to what is passed, or conclusioBs jeferriag to what is 
to come : do net show an hoard of matter for dis- 
sention in your tveaat; but, if it is necessary, lay 
before him the thing as you uuderstand it, candidly, 
Vithout being ashamed of aeknowledging an error, 
or proud of being in the right. If a young couple 
be not caretiil in this point, they will get into a 
habit of wTangliag : aad when to displease is thought 
of no consequence, to please is always of as little 
momenL There is a ptay, Jenny, I have formerly 
bee* at when I was a student: we got into a da^ 
comer with a porringer of brandy, and threw raisins 
into it, then set it on fire. My chamber-fellow and 
1 diTerted ourselves with the sport of venturing our 
fingers for the raisins ; and the wantonness of the 
thing was to see each other look like a dsemon, as 
we burnt ourselves, and snatched out the fruit. This 
fantastical mirth was called Snap-Dragon. Yoa 
may go into many a family, where you see the maa 
and wife at this sport; every wonl at their table 
alludes to some passage between themselves; and 
you see by thp puenesa and emotion in their coun- 
tenances, tliat it is for your sake, and not their own, 
diat they forbear playint; out 'the whole game in 
burning each other's fingers. In this case, the vhoiM 
purpose of life is inverted, and the ■ ' " ' 
upon a certain contention, wl 
and not i^n an incUnation t< 
g9od offices. Therefore, dear J'-< 
a»d avpid SnapvDragiw." y 
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^ I thank you» brother/' said «he/ ** but yoa do 
not know how he loves me ; I find I can do any 
thing with him/'-r-'' If you can 90, why should you 
desire. to do any thing but please him? but I have 
a word or two more before you go out of the room ; 
for I see you do not like the subject I am upon : let 
nothing provoke you to fall upon an imperfection he 
cannot help; for, if he has a resenting spirit, be 
will think your aversion as immoveable as the im- 
perfection with which you upbraid him. But, above 
all, dear Jenny, be careful of one thing, and you 
will be something more than woman ; that is, a levity 
you are almost all guilty of, which is, to take a 
pleasure in your power to give pain. It is even in 
a mistress an argument of meanness of spirit, but 
in a wife it is injustice and ingratitude. When a 
sensible man once observes this in a woman, he must 
have a very great, or veiy little spirit, to overloook 
it. A woman ought, therefore, to consider very 
often, how few men there are who will regard a me- 
ditated offence as a weakness of temper." 

I was going on in my confabulation, when Tran- 
quillus entered. She cast all her eyes upon him 
with much shame and confusion, mixed with great 
complacency and love, and went up to him. He 
. took her in his arms, and looked so many soft. things 
at one glance, that I could see he was glad I had 
been talking to her, sorry she had been troubled, 
and angry at himself that he could -not disguise the 
concern he was in an hour before. After which he 
says to me, with an air awkward enough, but me- 
thought not unbecoming, ** I have altered my mind, 
brother : we will live upon you a day or two longer." 
I replied, *' That is what I have been persuading 
Tenny to ask of you, but ahe is resolved never to 
sontradict your inclinatiop, and refused me.'^ 

We were going on in that way which one hardly 
knows bow to express; as when two people menm 



the same thia^ in a nice case, but come at it by 
t alkiag a^ distantly from it as they can ; when very 

Xrtunely came in upon us an honest inconsider- 
fellow, Tim Dapper, a gentleman well known 
to ns both. Tim iit one of those who are veiy neces- 
sary, by being very inconsiderable. Tim dropped 
in at an incident, when we knew not how to fall 
into either a grave oi a merry way. My sister took 
this occasion to make off, and Dapper gave us an 
account (^ all the company he had been in to-day ; 
who was, and who was not at home, where he vi- 
sited. This Tim is the head of a spepiea : he is a 
little out of his element in this town : but he u a 
relation of Tranquillus, and his neighbour in the 
country, which is the true fdace of residence for 
this species. The habit of a Dapper, when he is at 
home, is a light broad-clo^, with c^amanco or red 
waistcoat and breeches ; and it is remarkable, that 
their wigs seldom hide the collar of their coals. 
They have always a peculiar spring in their arms, a 
wriggle in their bodies, and a t^p in their gait. All 
whmh motiona they express at once in their drinking, 
bowing, or saluting ladies; for a distant imitation 
of a forward top, and a resolution to overtop him in 
his way, are tiie distinguishing marks of a Dapper. 
Tliese under-chaiacters c^ men, are parts of the 
sociable world by no means to be neglected : they 
are like pegs in a building ; they make no figure ia 
it, but hold the structure together, and are as abso- 
lutely necessary as the pillars and columns. I am 
sure we found it so this morning ; for Tranquillus 
and I should, perhaps, have lookeil ci>l<1 at each 
other the whole day, but Dapper iVIl in with his 
brisk wajr, shook us both by tiie hand, mllied t*" 
bride, mistook the acceptance he met with amor 
us for extraordinary perfection in himself, an>l hea 
pleased, and was pleased all the while ' 
Ui> conqiany left us all in goi>d hum 
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were not «uch fools as to let it sink, before "we con- 
firmed it by great cheerfulness and openness in our 
carriage the whole evening. 

WkUe'» Chocolate'hmue, October 24. 

I have been this evening to visit this lady who is 
a relation of the enamoured Cynthio, and there heard 
ue melancholy news of his death. I was in hopes, 
that fox-hunting and October would have recovered 
him from his unhappy passion. He went into the 
oonntry with a design to leave behind him all thoughts 
of Clarissa ; bui he found that place only more con- 
venient to think of her without interruption. The 
country gentlemen were very much puzzled upon his 
case, and never finding him merry or loud in their 
company, took him for a Roman Catholic, and im- 
mediately upon his death seized his French valet-de- 
chambre for a priest ; and it is generally thought ia 
the country, it will go hard with him next session. 
Poor Cynthio never held up his head after having 
received a letter of Clarissa s marriage. The lady 
who gave me this account, being far gone in poetry 
and romance, told me^ *' if J would give her an 
epitaph, she would take care to have it placed on 
his tomb ; which she herself had devised in the fol- 
lowing manner. It is to be made of black marble, 
and every corner to be crowned with weeping Cupids. 
»>Their quivers are to be . hung up upon two tall cy- 
press trees, which are to grow on each side on the 
monument, and their arrows to be laid in a great 
heap, after the manner 6f a funeral pile, on which 
is to lie the body of the deceased. On the top of 
each cypress is to stand the figure of a moaning 
turtle-dove. On the uppermost part of the monu- 
ment, the Goddess, to whom these birds are sacred, 
is to sit in a dejected posture, as weeping for the 
death of her votary." I need not tell you this lady's 
head is a little turned: however, to be rid of im-- 
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^ortunitiesy I proimsed her an epttaph» and told her 
would take for my pattern that of Don Alonza, 
who was no less famous in his age than Cynthio is 
in ours. 

The Epitaph. 

Here lies Don Alonzo, 

Slain by a wound received under 

his left pap, 

the orifice of which was so 

. small, no burgeon could 

discoTor it. 

Reader, 

If thou wouldst avoid so strange 

a death, 

look not upon Lucinda's eyes. 
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From my awn Aparimeni, October 27. 

When I came home last night, my servant delivered 
me the following letter : 

" Sir, Oetober 84. - 

** I have orders from Sir Harry Quickset, of 
Staffordshire, baronet, to acquaint you, that his ^ 
honour. Sir Harryhimself, Sir Giles VTheelbarrow, ' 
knight, Thomas Kentfree, esquire, justice of the 
quorum, Andrew Windmill, esquire, and Mr. Xi- 
cholas Doubt, of the Inner Temple, Sir Harry's 
grandson, will wait upon yon at the hour of nme 
to-morrow morning, being Tuesday the twenty-fifth 
of October, upon business which Sir Harry will im- 
part to you by word of mouth. I thought it proper 
to acquaint you before-hand so many persons of 
quality came« that you might not be surpnsed there- 
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with. Which concludes, though by many years' 
absence since I saw you at Stafford, unknown. Sir, 
yoW most humble serrant, John Thrifty." 

I received this message with less surprise than I 
believe Mr. Thrifty imagined ; for I knew the good 
company too wdl to feel any palpitations at ^Hieir 
approach : but J was in very great concern how I 
should adjust the ceremonial, and demean myself 
to all these great men, who perhaps had not seen any 
thing above themselves for these twenty years last 
past. I am sure that is the case of Sir Harry. Be- 
sides which, I was sensible that there was a great 
point in adjusting my behaviour to the simple squire, 
.so as to give 'him satisfaction, and not disoblige the 
justice of the quorum. 

The hour of nine was come this morning, and I 
had no so<mer set chairs, by the steward's letter, 
and fixed my tea-equipage, but I heard a knock at 
my door, which was opened, but no one entered ; 
after which followed a long silence, which was 
broke at last by, '* Sir, I beg your pardon ; I think 
I know better :'^ and another voice, *' Nay, good 
Sir Giles — '^ I looked out from my window, and 
saw th^ good company all with their hats off, and 
arms spread, offering the door to each other. After 
many offers, they entered with much solemnity, in 
the order Mr. Thrifty was so kind as to name them 
to me. But they are now got to my chamber-door» 
and I saw my old friend Sir Harry enter. I met 
him with all the respect due to so reverend a vege- 
table ; for you are to know, that is my sense of a 
person who remains idle in the same place for half a 
century. - 1 got him with great success into his chair 
by the fire, without throwing down any of my cups. 
The kniffht-bachelor told me, '* he had a great 
respect for my whole family, and would, with my 
leave, place himself next to Sir Harry, at whose right 
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haod he had sat at every quarter-sesjiions these 
thirty years, unless he was sick/' The Steward in 
the rear whispered the young Templar, ** That is 
true to my knowledge/' I had the misfortune, as 
they stood cheek by jole, to desire the squire to sit 
down before the justice of the quorum, to the no 
small satisfaction of the former, and resentment of 
the latter. But I saw my error too late, and got 
them as soon as I could into their seats. " Well,'' 
said I, << gentlemen, after I have told you how glad 
I am of &s great honour, I am to desire you to 
drink a dish of tea." They answered one and all, 
*' that they never drink tea in a morning!" — ** Not 
in a morning !" said I, staring, round, me. Upon 
which the pert jackanapes, Nic Doubt, tipped me 
the wink, and, put out^his tongue at his grandfather. 
Here followed a profound silence, wheu the steward 
in his boots and whip proposed, " that we should 
adjourn to some public house, where every body 
might call for what they pleased, and enter upon the * 
business." We all stood up in an instant, and Sir 
Harry filed off from the left, very discreetly, coun- 
termarching, behind the chairs towards the door. 
After him. Sir Giles in the same manner. The 
simple squire made & sudden start to follow ; but 
the justice of the quorum whipped between upon 
the stand of the st&irs. A. maid, going up with 
coals, made us halt, and put us into such confusion, 
that we stood all in a heap, without any visible pos- 
sibility of recovermg our order ; for the young jack- 
anapes seemed to make a jest of this matter, and- 
had so contrived, by pressing amongst us, under 
pretence of making way, that his grandfather was 
got into the middle, and he knew nobody was of 
quality to stir a step, until Sir Harry moved first. 
We were fixed in lliis perplexity for some time, 
until we heard a very loud noise m the street; and 
Sir Harry asking what it was, I, to make them 
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more, said, ''it WM fife,*' Upon ttm, all ran 
ddwn as fast as thej coald, irithoal opd^ or cere^ 
aioAy, utftil wt got iirto the street, where ^e- drew 
ap in very good order, and filed off down Sheer- 
lane; t^ impertinent Templar driTing ns before 
him, as in a string, and pointing to his aeqnmitatiee 
who passed by. 

i must ooafess, I lore to use people aceomliag'te 
their owA sense of good breeding, attd there#OTe 
whipped in between the justiee and th^ simple 
squire. He could not pioperfy take this ill ; bitt I 
overheard him whisper the steward, '' that he 
diought it hard, that a eommon conjmror should take 
place of hkn^ though an elder squire.'' |n this order 
We marched down Sheei«laffe, at the upper end of 
which I lodge. When we came to Temple-bar, 
Sir Harry an^ Sir Giles gert o^er ; but a run cf( the 
coaches kept the rest of us <M this side of the street; 
hotrever, we all at last hinded, and drew up in rery 
good order before B^Tdeke's* shop, whofarouved 
our rallying widi great humanity ; from whence we 
proceeded again, until we came to Dick's coffee- 
house,t where £ designed to carry them. Here yre 
were at our old difficulty, and took up the street 
upcm the same ceremony. We proceeded l^oug^ 
the entry, and were so necessarily kept in order by 
the situation, that we were now got into the coffee- 
house itself, where, as soon as we urived, we 
repeated our civilities to eaeb other; after which, 
we marched up to the high table, which has an 
ascent to it inclosed in the middle of the room. The 
whole house was alarmed at tMs entry, made up c^ 
persons of so much state and rusticity. Sir Harry 
called for a mug of ale, and Dyer^s Letter. The boy 
wrought the ale in an instant; but said, ^'they did 
Kit take in the Letter." . ** No !" says Sir Harry, 

• The celebrated bookseller, in Fleet street. 
+ Which still go«s by th<rt name. 



*' then take back your mug; we are like iadeed to 
hsLV^ good liquor at this houfte ! " Here the Templar 
tipped we a second wink, and, if I had not looked 
yery grave upon him* I found he was disposed to 
be very familiar with me. In short, J observed, af- 
tor a long pause, that the gentlemen did not care 4o 
enter upon business until after their morning-drau^, 
{or which reason I called for a bottle of mum; and 
finding tiiat had no effect upon them, I ordered a 
second, and a third, after which Sir Harry reached 
-over to ne, and told me in a low voice, '* that the 
place was too public for business ; but he would call 
upon me again to-#iorrow morning at my own lodg- 
ings, and bring some more friends with him/' 

WilTs Coffee-house, October 26. 

Though this plaee is frequented by a more mixed 
company than it used to be formerly, yet you meet 
yery often some whom one cannot leave without be- 
ing the better fw their conversation. A gentleman 
this evening, in a dictating manner, talked, I thought, 
very pleasingly in praise of modesty, in the midst of 
ten or twelve libertinesi upon whom it seemed to 
have had a good effect. He represented it as the 
certain indication of a great mid noble spirit. << Mo- 
desty," said he, '< is ^ virtue which makes men 
pr^er the public to their private interest, the guide 
of every honest undertaking, and the great guardian 
of innocence. It makes m^n i^miable to their frienda^ 
and respected by their very enemies. In all places, 
and on all occasions, it attracts benevolence, and 
demands approbation." 

One might give instances, out of antiquity, of the 
irresistable force of this quality in great minds : Ci- 
cereius, and Cneius Scipio, the son of the great Afri- 
canus, were competitors for the office of praetor. 
The crowd followed Cicereius, and left Scipio un- 
attended. Cicereius saw this with much concern ; 
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and desiring an audience of the people, he descend- 
ed from the place whiere the candidates were to sit 
in the eye of the multitude ; pleaded for his adver- 
sary ; and, with an ingenuous modesty, which it is 
impossible to feign, represented to them, '* how 
much it was to their dishonour, that a virtuous son 
of Africanus should not be preferred to him, or any 
other man whatsoever." This immediately gained 
.the election for Scipio; but all the compliments and 
congratulations upon it were made to Gicereius. It 
is easier in this case to say who had the office, than 
the honour. There is no occurrence in life where 
this quality is not more ornamental than any other. 
After the battle of Pharsalia, Pompey marching to- 
wards Larissus, the whole people of thatplace came 
out in procession to do him honour. He thanked 
the magistrates for their respect to him ; but desired 
then(i *' to perform these ceremonies to the conque- 
ror.'* This gallant submission to his fortune, and 
disdain of making any appearance but like Pompey, 
was owing to his modesty, which would not permit 
him to be so disingenuous, as to give himself the air 
of prosperity, when he was in the contrary condi- 
tion. 

This I say of modesty, as it is the virtue which 
preserves a decorum in the general course of our life ; 
but, considering it also as it regards our mere bodies, 
it is the certain character of a great mind. It is me- 
morable of the mighty Csesar; that when he was 
murdered in the Capitol, at the very moment in 
which he expired he. gathered his robe about him» 
that he might fall in a decent posture. In this man- 
ner, says my author, he went off, not like a man that 
departed out of life, but a deity that returned to his 
abode. ^ 
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Wiffs Coffee-kouse, October 28. 

TuBRE is nothing which I contemplate with greater 
pleasure than the dignity of human nature, which 
, often shows itself in all conditions in life, for, not^- 

■ withstanding the degener^y and meanness that are 
crept into it, there are a thousand occasions in which 
I it breaks through its original corruption, and sboivs 
what it once was, and what it will be hereafter. I 
ccmsider the soul of man as the ruin of a glorious pile 
of buildings ; where amidst great heaps of rubbish, 
yon meet with noble fragments of sculpture, broken 
pillars and obelisks, and a magnificence in confu- 
sion. Virlue and wisdom are continually employed 
In clearing the ruins, removing these disorderly heaps, 
recovering the noble pieces that Ue buried under 
tiiem, and adjustiag them as well as possible ac-i* 
cording to their ancient symmetry and beauty, A 
happy education, conversation witii the finest spirits, 
looking abroad into the works of nature, and obser* 
vations upon mankind, are the great assistants to 
tins necesswy and glorious wtyvk. But even among 
those who have never had the happiness of any of 
these advantages, there are s<»nfitimes such exer- 
tions of the ^eatness tfa^it is natural to the mind of 
man, as show capacities and Abilities, which only 
want these accidental helps to fetch them out, and 
show them in a proper light A plebian soui is still 
the ruin of this glorious edifice, diough incumbered 
with all its rubbish. This refleotioa rose in me from 
a letter which my servant dropped as he was dress- 
ing me, and which, he told me, was commoaieMed 
to him, as he is an acquaintance of some of tlie per- 
sons mentioned in it. The epistie is from one Ser- 
jeant Hall of the foot-guards. It is directedi ^« T(i 
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Serjeant Cabe, in the Coldstream regiment of, foot- 
guards, at the Red-lettice, in the Butcher-row, near 
Temple-bar." 

I was so pleased with several touches in it, that 
I could not forbear showing it to a cluster of critics, 
who, instead of considering it in the light I have 
done, examined it by the rules of epistolary writing. 
For as these gentlemen are seldom men of great ge- 
nius, they work altogether by mechanical rules, and 
are able to discover no beauties that are not pointed 
out by Bouhonrs and Rapin. The lettter is as fol- 
lows: 

" From the camp before Mons, Sept. 26. 

** Comrade, 

** I received yours, and am glad yourself and 

your wife are in good healUi, with all ^e rest of my 

mends. Our battalion suffered more than I could 

wish in the action. But who can withstand fate ? 

Poor Richard Stevenson had his fate with a great 

many more. He was killed dead before we entered 

the trenches. We had above two hundred of our 

battalion killed and wounded. We lost ten Serjeants, 

six are as followeth: Jennings, Castles, Koach, 

Sherring, Meyrick, and my son Smith. The rest 

are not your acquaintance. I have received a very 

bad shot in my head myself, but am in hopes, and 

please God, I shall recover. I continue in tlie field, 

and lie at my colonel's quarters. Arthur is very 

well ; but I can give you no account of Elms ; he 

was in the hospital before I came into the field. I 

will not pretend to give you an account of the battle, 

knowing you have k blotter in the prints. Pray, give 

my service to Mrs. Cook and her Daughter, to Mr. 

Stoffet and his wife, and to Mr. Lyver, and Thomas 

Hogsdon, and to Mr. Ragdell, and to all my friends 

and acquaintances in general who do ask after me. 

My love to Mrs. Stevenson. I am sorry for die 

sefiding such ill news. . Her husband was gathering 
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a little money together to send to his wife, and put it 
into my hands. I have seven shillings and three 
pence, which I shall take care to send her. Wish- 
ing your wife a safe deliyery, and both of you all 
happiness, rest 

" Your assured friend, and comrade, 

John Hall. 

** We had but an indifferent breakfast; but the 
Mounseers never had such a dinner in all tlieir lives. 

'* My kind love to my comrade Hinton, and Mrs. 
Morgan, and to John Brown and his wife. I sent 
two shillings, and Stevenson six-pence, to drink 
with you at Mr. Cook's ; but I have heard nothing 
from him. It was by Mr. Edgar. 

" Corporal fiartwell desires to be remembered to 
you, and desires you to enquire of Edgar, what is 
become of his wife Peg ; and when you write, to send 
word in your letter what trade she drives. 

** We have here very bad weather, which I doubt 
will be an hindrance to the siege ; but I am in hopes 
we shall be masters of the town in a little time, and 
then, I believe, we shall go to garrison.'' 

I saw the critics prepare to nibble at my letter ; 
therefore examined it myself, partly in their way, 
and partly in my own. This is, said I, truly aletter, 
and an honest representation of that cheerful heart 
which accompanies the poor soldier in his warfare. 
Is not there in this all the topic of submitting to our 
destiny as well discussed as if a greater man had 
been placed, like Brutus, in his tent at midnight, re- 
flecting on all the occurrences of past life, and say- 
ing fine things on Being itself? What serjeant Hall 
knows of the matter is, that he wishes there had not 
been so many killed ; and he had himself a very bad 
shot in the head, and should recover if it pleased 
God. But, be that as it will, he takes care, like « 
man of honour, as he certainly is, to let the widow 
Stevenson know, that he had seven and three-pence 
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for har, and tbat, if he Uve; be is gyre be sbiiU go 
into garrison at last. I doubt not but all tbe good 
compauy at the Bed-lettice drank his health widi as 
much real esteem as we do any of our friends. All 
that I am concerned for is, that Mrs. Peggy Hart* 
well may be offended at showing this letter, because 
her condttot in Mr. Hartwell's absence is a Uttle in- 
quired into. But I could not mnk that circumalaBce, 
because you critics would ha?e lost one <^ the parts 
which I doubt not bat you have much to say vpon, 
whether the ffimiliar wi^is well hit in the style or not? 
As for myselfy I take a wer^ particular satisfactioii 
in seeing any letter that is pt only for ibose to read 
who are concerned in it, but especially on suefa a 
snl^ect 

If we qonsider the heap of an army, utterly out of 
all prospect of rising and preferment, as they oerr 
tainly are, and such great things onecuted by tbem, 
it is hard to aocount for the motive of their gallantry. 
But tP me, who was a cadet at the battle of Cold-r 
stream in Scotland, when Monk charged at the head 
of the regiment now called Cpldstream, from tbe ric- 
tory of that day; I remember it as well as if it were 
yesterday, I stood on Uie left of old West» who I 
believe is now at Chelsea; J say, to me, who knour 
very well this part of mankind, I take the gallantry 
of private soldiers tp proceed from the same, if not 
from a nobler impulse than that of g^tiemea and of- 
ficers. They have the same taste of being accept- 
able to their friends, and go through the difficulties 
of that profession by the same irresistable 4$harm of 
fellowship, apd communication of joys and sorrows, 
which quickens die relish of pleasure, and abates tbe 
uDguish of pain, Add to this, that they have the 
lame regard to fiame, though they do not e^^pect ik^ 
p-eat a share as men above them hope for; but I will 
engage serjeant Hall would die tea thousand deaths » 
atber.than a word should be spoken at the Bed-let- 
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tice, or any part of the Butcher-row, in prejudice to 
his courage or honesty. If you will have my opinion 
then of the serjeant s letter, I pronounce the style 
to be mixed, but truly epistolary ; the sentiment re- 
lating to his own wound is in the sublime ; the post- 
script of Peggy Hartwell, in the gay : and the whole 
Uie picture of the bravest sort of men, that is to say, 
a man of great courage and small hopes. 

From my own Apartment, October 28. 

When I came home this evening, I found, afit^ 
many attempts to vary my thoughts, that my head 
still ran upon the subject of the discourse to-night at 
Will's. I fell, therefore, into the amusement of 
proportioning the glory of a battle among the whole 
army, and diyiding it into shares, according to the 
method of the million lottery. In this bank ofTame, 
by an exact calculation, and the rules of political 
arithmetic, I have allotted ten hundred thousand 
shares ; five hundred thousand of which is the due 
of the general, two hundred thousand I assign to the 
general officers, and two hundred thousand more to 
all the commissioned officers, from colonels to en- 
signs : the remaining hundred thousand must be dis- 
tributed among the non-commissioned officers, and 
private men : according to which computation, I 
Snd Serjeant Hall is to have one share and a fraction 
of two-fifths. When I was a boy at Oxford, there 
was among the antiquities near the theatre a great 
stone, on which were engraven the names of all who 
fell in Uie battle of Marathon. • The generous and 
knowing people of Athens understood the force of 
the desire of glory, and would not let the meanest 
soldier perish in oblivion. Were the natural impulse 
of the British nation animated with such monuments, 
what man would be so mean, as not to hazard his 
life for his ten hundred thousandth part of the honor 
in such a day as that of Blenheim or Blaregniea ? 
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N- »e, THURgDAY, NOVEMBER 1, 170©. 

WhMs Chocolate-haase, October 31. 

J HAVE lately received a leUer from a friend in die 
country, wherein he acquaints me* ** that two or 
three men of the town are got among ibefn, and have 
brought down particular words and phrases, "which 
were never before in those' parts.'' He mentions in 
particular the words of Gunner and G«nster, which, 
my correspondent observes, they make use of, i^ien 
any thing has been related that is strange or aw- 
prising: and, therefore, desires I would explain 
those terms, as I have maQy others, for the infor- 
mation of Bueh as live at a distance fiDom this town 
and court, which he calle the great mints of language. 
His letter is dated from York : and if he td^s me 
truth, a word in its oidinaiy eirculation does not 
veaefa that city within the space of five year* a£Ler it 
is first staa^ied. I caanotsay how long these w^ords 
have been current in town, bat I shall now take care 
to send them down by next post. 

I must, in the &rst place, observe, that the wcnrds 
CrmnMer and Gunster are not to be used promiscu- 
ously; for a Chamer, prop^ly speaking, is not a 
OunMier ; nor is a Gfioufer, vice versa, a Crwmer. They 
bolh, indeed, are derived from the word gun, and so 
far they agree. But as a gun is remarkable for its 
destroying at a distance, or the report it makes, 
which is apt to startle all its hearers, those who re- 
count strange accidents and circumstances, which 
have BO manner of foundation in truth, when they 
design to do mischief are compieheaded under the 
appellatimi of Qumnen; but when they endeaToor 
only to surprise and entertain, they are distinguiahed 
.by the name of Gvmiert. Chnmen, therelim, are 
the pest pf soeiely, but the Gutuien ofiten the diirer- 
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sio*. The Chmker h destraetiTe^ and Int^d; the 
OwKter mDocent* and laughed mt. The, .first is pre- 
judicial to odiers, the other only tohiaisielf. 

This being premised, I must, in tlK next plaoe^ 
subdivide the Gunner mto sey^al branches : aU| er 
the chief «i which are, 1 Uiinls, as follows : 

First, the Bcnnbiirdier. 

SeeoBiily, the Mifter. 

Thirdly, the Squib. 

Fourthly, the Serpent. 
And, First, of l^e firsts The BdmbtmiUer tosses 
his balls sonetiiiies into the wMs^ of a city^ with a 
desi^ to fill all areiAid him tvith terror and cettbas- 
tion. He has been sometines known to drop a 
bomb ill a senate-^bcrase, and to scatter a panic over 
a nation.' Bat his chief aim is tit seTeral eminent 
slalioBs, which he looks upon as the fiairest marks, 
and uses all his skill to do execmiion upon thove who 
possess them. Every man so situated, let his me- 
rit be never so great, is sure to undergo a bombard- 
ment. It is further observed, that tbe only way to 
be oat of danger from iAie bursting of a bomb^ is Uf 
lie prostrat* oft the gronnd : a* posture too abjeetfor 
generous spirits* 

Secondly^ The JJ^Bner. 

As the bombardier levels his mischief at fialiov» 
and cities, the Miner busies himself in rainiirg and 
overturning private houses and particular persons. 
He often acta as a spy, in discovering the secret 
avenues and ungnaided aacesses of families^ where, 
after he has made his poper diseovertes and dis- 
positions, he sets sudden file to his ttasn^ that blows 
Up fiimilies, scirtters friends, separates lovers, di»^ 
perscB kiadsed, and shakes- a whole neighbourhood* 
It is to be noted dwt several females are great 
pri^eienta in lins way of engineer»g. The niarka 
by whidi they are to be known ore, a wonderfol so** 
licitudn for the reputation of their friends, and a 
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more than ordinary concern for die good of their 
neighbours. There is also in them something so very 
like religion, as may deceive the vtdgar ; but if you 
look upon it more nearly, you see on it such a cast 
of censoriousness, as discovers it to be nothing but 
hypocrisy. Cleomilla is a great instance of a female 
Miner; but, as my design is to expose only the in- 
corrigible, let her.be silent for the future, and I shall 
be so too. 

Thirdly, The Squib. . 

The Squibs are those, who in the common phrase 
of the word are called Ubellers, lampooners, and 
pamphleteers. Their fire-works .are made up in 
paper ; and it is observed, that they mix abundance 
of charcoal in their powder, that they may be sure 
to blacken where they cannot singe. These are ob- 
served to give a consternation and disturbance only 
to weak minds; which, according to the proverb, 
are always " more afraid than hurt." 

Fourthly, Serpents. 

The Serpents are a petty kind of Gunners, more 
pernicious than any of the rest. They make use of 
a sort of white powder, that goes off without any 
violent crack, but gives a gentle sound, much like 
that of a whisper; and is more destructive in all 
parts of life than any of the materials' made use of 
by any of the fraternity. 

Come we now to the Gtmsters. 

This race of engineers deals altogether in wind- 
guns, which by recoiling, often knocked down those 
who discharge them, without hurting any body else ; 
and, according to the various comprehensions of the 
air, make such strange . squeaks, cracks, pops, and 
bounces, as it is impossible to hear without laughing. 
[t is observable, however, that there is a disposition 
in a Gunster to become a Gtamer: and though their 
proper instruments are only loaded with wind, they 
^ften-out of wantonness, firie a bomb, or spring a 
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mine, out of their natural inclination to engineering; 
by which means they do mischief when they do not 
design it, and have iheir bones broken when they do ' 
not deserve it. 

This sort of engineers are the most unaccountable \ 

race of men in the world. Some of them have re- I 

ceived above an hundred wounds, and yet have not 
a scar in their bodies ; some have debauched multi- ^ 
tudes of women, who have died maids. You may 
be with them from morning until night, and the next j 

day they shall tell you a thousand adventures that 
happened when you were with them, which you j 

knew nothing of. They have a quality of having 
been present at every thing Ihey hear related ; and 
never heard a man commended, who was not their, 
intimate acquaintance, if not their kinsman. 

I hope these notes may serve as a rough draught i 

for a new establishment of engineers, which I shall 
hereafter fill up with proper persons, according to 
my own observations on their conduct, having Al- 
ready had one recommended to me for. the general 
of my artillery. But that, and all the other posts, I 
intend to keep open, until I can inform myself of 
the candidates having resolved in this case to de- 
pend no more upon their friend's word, than I would 
upon their own. 

From my own Apartment, October 31. 

I was this morning awakened by a sudden shake 
of the house : and as soon as I had got a little out of 
my consternation, I felt another, which was follow- 
ed by two or three repetitions of the same convul- 
sion. I got up as fast as possible, girt on my rapier, 
and snatched up my hat, when ray landlady came 
up to me, and told me, '* that the gentlewoman of 
the next house begged me to step thither, for that a 
lodger she had taken in was run mad ; and she de- 
sired my advice,'' as indeed every body in the whole 
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liUM doeii vpofi ittj^ioitftiit odediiiotts. t aefli ftort, Mte 
soiiie arfi&ls, saucy because I can be beneficial, but 
went immediately. Oar nefgii^fir told unr, '* she 
had the day before let her second floor to a rery 
gienteel yonn^sh man, who told her, he kept eittoi- 
ordinary good hours, and was generally at home 
most part of the morning and erening at study ; but 
that ^is morning be had for an hour together made 
this esktraYagant noii»e which we then heard.'' I 
went tip stairs with my hand upon the hilt of my 
rapier, and approa<^hed this new lodger's door. 1 
looked in at the key-hole, and there I saw a ^well- 
itede man look with great attention on a book, and 
Oft a sodden jump into the air so high, that his^ bead 
almost touched the ceiling. He came down safe oti 
his right foot, and again flew up, alighdng on fas 
left; 3ien looked again at his book, and, holding out 
bill right leg, put it into such a quitering motton, 
that 1 thonght he would have shaked it oflT. He 
used the left afler the istatxe manner, when on a sud- 
den, to ttiy greifct surpris^e, he stooped himself fai- 
credibly low, and turned gently on his toes. After 
this cif<£ular motion, he continued bent in that hum- 
ble posture for some time, looking oft his boc^. 
After tfatt^, he recovered himsdf With a sudden spdng^ 
and flew round the room in all the violence and dh- 
order imaginable^ until he made a full pause for 
want of breath. In this interim my woman asked, 
'* wimt I thoughir I whispeted, «' ^ittt I lliought 
this- ieatfted periton fta efltiiusiast, who possibly had 
hfSr ^st edftcaiion in the Peripatetie way, whicn way 
a seet of phllosopheri»;'wlid always studied wfaeu 
wtAing." But) obser^k^ him mueh e«t of breaith, 
I thought it fMe best time to master him if he were 
liseirdered, and knoefked at his door. I was nut*' 
nimnA i» fM him open i^, and say with great chrility 
jtfid good miea» '* tha€ h« hoped he had not disHBPb- 
ed m." I beft«ved him in a lucid intetval, aifid ^^- 



89. TATI^EIft. . M7 

sired ^* he would please to let me see his book." He 
did «o^ smUing. I eould i|ol; make any thing of it, 
and, therefore, asked " in what language it was 
writ.'* He said, " it was one he studied with great 
application; but it was his profession to teach it, 
and could not communicate his knowledge without a 
consideration." I answered, '* that I hoped he 
would hereafter keep his thoughts to himself, for his 
meditation this morning had cost me three coffee- 
dishes, and a cLeaD pipe." He seemed concerned 
at that, and told me ''he was a dancing-master, and 
had been reading a daace or two before he went out, 
which bad been written by one who taught aj; an 
academy in France."* He observed me at a stand, 
and went on to inform me, '' that now articulate 
motions, as well as sounds, were expressed by pro- 
per characters ; and that there is nothing «o common 
as to communicate a dance by a letter." I beso4ight 
him hereafter to meditate in a ground-room, for that 
otherwise it would be impossible for an artist of any 
other kind to live near him ; and that I was sure 
several of his thoughts this morning would have 
shaken my spectacles off my nose, had I been my- 
self at study. 

I then took my leave of this virtuoso, and returned 
to my chamber, meditating on the yarious ocoupi^- 
tions of rational creatures. 

• Thoinet Arbeav, a daaoiag^master at Paris, is her« justly 
jceUbratod as the real iiiTeator of ih^ art of writiag danot s in 
characters, term^ Orchnegraphf/^ irom two Gresk words, 
opX^crigf a dance, and yp»pu^ I write. The discoyery was 
recent at the time of the first pnblication of this paper. 
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N^ 89. THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 8, 1709. 



Rmra miki pUuiantf rigui^ in vaUUnu mmusy 

Flmndna omem syUMsque inglarius 

ViRG. Georg. ii. 485. 

*^ My next desire is, ayoid of care and strife, 

To lead a soft, secure, inglorious life, 

A country cottage near a crystal flood, 

A Trinding yalley, and a lof^ wood." Deydbn. 

Grecian Coffee-haiue, November 2. 

I HAVE received this short epistle from an unknown 
hand. 

'* Sir, 

** Have no more to trouble you 'with, than to de- 
sire you would in your next help me to some answer 
to the inclosed concerning yourself. In the mean 
time I congratulate you upon the increase of yoiur 
fame, which you see has extended itself beyond the 
bills of mortality.^' 
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" Sir, 

'^ That the country is barren of news has been the 
excuse, time out of mind, for dropping a correspon- 
dence with our friends in London ; as if it were im- 
possible out of a coffee-house to write an agreeable 
letter. I am too ingenuous to endeavour at the 
covering of my negligence with so common an ex- 
cuse. Doubtless, amongst friends, bred, as we have 
been, to the knowledge of books as well as men, a 
letter dated from a garden, a grotto, a fountain^ a 
wood, a meadow, or the banks of a river, may be 
more entertaining than one from Tom's, Wiirs, 
White's, or St. James's. I promise, therefore, to be 
frequent for the future in my rural dates to you. But 
for fear you should, from what I have said, be in- 
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dueedto believe I shun the conunerce of^eq, I 
must inform you, thut there is ft fresb topie of 4i9- 
conrse lately urisen amongst the ingeQious in our 
part of the world* wd is beeome the more fashioQ- 
able for the ladies fiviag into it. This we owe to 
Isaac Bickerstaff» who is very much qensured by 
sonoie, and as muph justified by others. Some cri^ 
ticiae bis style, his Iwimour, and his matter; others 
admire the whole man. Some pretend, from the in- 
iVmnations of their friends in town, to decypher the 
author; and others confess they are lost in their 
guesses. For my part, I must own myself a pro*, 
fessed admirer of tiie paper^ and desire you to send 
me a complete set, together with your thoughts of 
the squire and hia lucubrations." 

There is no pleasure like that of receiying praise 
from the praise-worthy ; and I own it a very solid 
happiness, ^t these my lucubrations are approved 
by a person ^ so fine a taato as the author of the 
letter, who is capable of enjoying the world in the 
simplicity of its nhtural beauties* This pastoral leis- 
ter, if I may so call it, must be written by a man 
rho carries his entertainment wherever he goes, and 
is undoubtedly one of those happy men who appear 
far otherwise to the vulgar. I dare say, he is not 
envied by the vicious, the vain, the frolic, and the 
loud ; but is continually blessed with that strong and 
serious delight,, which flows firom a well-tauglU and 
liberal mind. With respect to country sports, I 
may say, this gentleman could pass his time agree^ 
ably, if there were not a hare or a fox in his county. 
That calm and elegant satisfaction which the vulgar 
call melancholy, is the true and proper delight of 
men of knowledge and virtue. W luut we take for 
diversion, which is a kind of forgetting ourselves, is 
but a mean way of entertainment, in con^arison of 
that which is considering^ knowing, and enjoys 
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ourselves. The pleasures of ordinaiy people are in 
their passions ; but the seat *of this delight is in the 
reason and understanding. Such a frame of nftind 
raises that sweet enthusiasm, which warms the ima- 
gination at the sight of every work of nature, sjid 
turns all round you into picture and landscape. I 
shall be ever proud of advices from this gentleman ; 
for I profess writing news from the learned, as irell 
as the busy world. 

As for my labours, which he is pleased to inquire 
after, if they can but wear one impertinence out of 
human life, destroy a single vice, or give a morn- 
ing's cheerfulness to an honest mind ; in short, if the 
world can be but one virtue the better, or in any de- 
gree less vicious, or receive from them the smallest 
addition to their innocent diversions ! I shall not 
think my pains, or indeed my life, to have been 
spent in vain. 

Thus far as to my. studies. It will be expected I 
should in the next place give some account of my 
life. I shall therefore, for the satisfaction of the 
present age, and the benefit of posterity, present the 
world with the following abridgment of it : 

It is remarkable, that I was bred by hand, and 
eat nothing but milk until I was a twelvemonth old ; 
from which time, to the eighth year of my age, I 
was observed to delight in pudding and potatpes ; 
and indeed I retain a benevolence for that sort of 
food to this day. I do not remember that 1 distin- 
guished myself in any thing at those years, but by 
my great skill at taw, for which I was so barbarously 
used, that it has ever since given me an aversion to 
jaming. In my twelfth year, I suffered very much 
or two or three false concords. At fifteen I was 
tent to the university, and stayed there for some 
ime ; but a drum passing by,. being a lover of mu- 
)ic,I inlisted myself for a soldier. As years came 
on, I began to exaauae things, and grew disoootent- 
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ed at the times. This made me quit the sword, and 
take to the study of the occult sciences, in which I 
was so wrapped up, that Oliver Cromwell had been 
buried, and taken up again, five years before I heard 
he was dead. This gave me first the reputation of 
a conjuror, which has been of great disadvantage to 
me ever since, and kept me out of all public employ- 
ments. The greater part of my later years has been 
divided between Dick's coffee-house, the Trumpet 
in Sheer-lane, and my own lodgings. 

From my own Apartment y November 2. 

The evil of unreasonable visits has been com- 
plained of to me with much vehemence by persons of 
both sexes ; and I am desired to consider this very 
important circumstance, that men may know how to 
regulate their conduct in an affair which concerns no 
less than life. For to a rational creature, it is al- 
most the same cruelty to attack his life, by robbing 
him of so many moments of .his time, or so many 
drops of his blood. The author of the following 
letter has a just delicacy in this point, and hath put 
it into a very good light. 

** MR. BICKERSTAFF, October 29. 

^^ I am very much afflicted with the gravel, which 
makes me very peevish. I desire to know of you 
if it be reasonable that any of my acquaintance 
should take advantage over me at this time, and 
afflict me with long visits, because they are idle, and 
I am confined. Pray, Sir, reform the town in this 
matter. Men never consider whether the sick per- 
son be disposed for company, but make their visits 
to humour themselves. You may talk upon this 
topic, so as to oblige all persons afflicted with chro- 
nical distempers, among which I reckon visits. Do 
not think me a sour man, for I love conversation 
and my friends; but I think one's most intimate 
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friend imy be 0o familiar^ and that tbei» are 0q^ 
thing^s as uuseaBonable wit> and painfuliairlh." 

It is with sonifi so hard a tiling to employ their 
time, that it is a great good fortune when they hf^Fe 
a friend indisposed, that they amy be punctual in 
perplexing him, when he is reoovered enough to be 
in thM state which cannot be called 9i0kiiess or 
health ; when he is too well to deny company, and 
too ill to receive them* It is no uncommon <^ase, if 
a man is of any figure or power in the world* to bf 
congratulated mto a relapse. 

wars Ckfffee'hcuse, November % 

I was very well pleased this evening, to hear a 
gentleman express a very becoming indignation 
against a practice, which I myself have been very 
much offended at. '^ There is nothing,'' s^d he, 
*' more ridiculous, than for an actor to insert words 
of his own in the part he is to act, so that it is im- 
possible to see the poet for the player. ITou will 
have Penkethman and BuUoek hefping out Beau- 
mont and Fletcher. It puts me in nund,". continued 
he, '^ of a collection of antique statues which I once 
saw in a gentleman's possession, who employed a 
neighbouring stone-cutter to add nosea, ears, arms, 
or legs, to the maimed works of Phidias or Praxite- 
les. You may be sure^ this addition disfigured th^ 
statues much more than time had, I remember Ve- 
nus, that, by the nose he had given her, looked like 
mother Shipton ; and a Mercury, with a pair of legs 
that seemed very much swelled with the dropsy. ** 

I thought the gentleman's observation very pro- 
per, and he told me I had improved his thought, in 
mentioning on this occasion those wise commen- 
tators who had filled up the hemistichs of Virgil;* 

* A gentleman of distinetion in Aquitian, called by the 
writer on ^^ghose antbority this note Is given, Joannes de 
Peyrarede, filled up the hemistichs, or half verses, in the 
iEMidofVii^. 
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particukirly that notable poet, who, to make the 
^neid more perfect, carried on the story of Lavi- 
nia's wedding. If the proper officer will not con- 
descend to take notice of these absurdities, I shall 
myself as a censor of the people, animadvert upon 
such proceedings. 



No 90. SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 6, 1709. 

Amoto quaramua seria ludo, 

HoR. 1 Sat. i. 27. 

Let us now . 

With graver air our serious theme pursue, 
And yet preserve our moral full in view. 

Francis. 

WUTs Coffee-haute, November 4. 

The passion of love happened to be the subject of 
discourse between two or three of us at the table of 
the poets this evening ; and, among other obserra- 
tioos, it was remarkcNi, ** that the same sentiment 
<m this passion had run through all languages and 
nations. M emmius, who has a very good taste, 
fell into a little sort of dissertation on this occasion. 
** It is,'' said he, " remarkable, that no passion has 
been treated, by all who have touched upon it, with 
ihe same bent of design but this. The poets, the 
moralists, the painters, in all their descriptions, alle- 
gories, and pictures, have represented it as a soft 
torment, a bitter sweet, a pleasing pain, or an agree- 
able distress; and have only expressed the same 
thought in a different manner. 

The joining of pleasure and pain together in such 
devices, seems to me,the only pointed tibought I ever 
read which is natural ; and it must have proceeded 
from its being the universal sense and experience of 
mankind, that they have all spoken of it^in the same 
manner. I have, in my own reading, remarked an 
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himdred fin4 tbrd^ epii^nif , fifly q^^, n^d mua^ 
one seQteace9» tending to Uiis spl# purpo^. 

It is oertaki, iber^ is bo other passH>a whi^ do^ 
produce such contrary effects in »o gveg't ft degree* 
But this may be s^d for lave, that if you strike i$, 
out of the soul, life would be insipid^ and our beinf 
but half animated. Bum9li nature would sink into 
deadness and lethargy if not quickened with some 
active principle ; and as for all others, whether am- 
bition, envy, or avarice, which are apt to possess 
the mind in the absence of this passion, it must be 
allowed that they have greater pains, without the 
compensation of such ex<][ttisite pleasures ^a those 
we hnd in love. The great skill is to heighten the 
satisfactions, and deaden the sorrows of it ; which 
has been the end of many of my labours, and shall 
continue to be so, for tlie serriee of the world in 
generd, and in partioular of the fair tiex, who nxe 
alway« the best or the worst part of it. It i» pity 
that a passion, which has in it « ^apacily <^ mnkwg 
life happy, shoukL not be cultiFaied to the utanost 
advantage. Reason, prodenae^ «rid goodHimum, 
rightly applied, ean thoroughly acoomp&h ib»» great 
end, provided they have always a real Mid constant 
ieve to work upon. But tiiis subject I shall treat 
more at large in the history <of my. m»med sinter, 
and in the mean time shall eonchde mj reAectnoa 
on the pain and pleasives whieh attend thi3 passioB, 
with one of die finest allegories which I think I 
have ever re^id. It is invented by the divine Pialo, 
and, to show the opinion he himself had of it, aseri* 
bed by him to his admired Socrates, whomherepret- 
sents as discoursing with his friends, and giving the 
history of love in tibe following manner. 

*< At the birth of Beauty," says he, '^tfaeie was 
a great feast made, and many guests invked. 
Among the rest, was die god Plenty, who was the 
son of the goddess Prudence, and inherited manf 
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<if Us iiiodier'd virtiiM. After a f«ll edteftainmenti 
be i%tired into tb« g^fden of Jupiter, wbteli wa» 
hvag with a great variety of ambrosial frutta, and 
^eema to liave been a very proper retreat for snch a 

?i%sU In the mean timey an unhappy fearatle called 
orerty, hatng heard of this great feast, repaired 
to ity in hopes of finding relief. The first place she 
lights upon was Jupiter^s garden^ which generally 
stands open to people of all conditions. Poverty 
enters, and by chance finds the god Plenty asleep 
in it. She was immediately fired with his charms, 
hiid herself down by his side, and managed matters 
so well, that she conceived a child by him. The 
world Was very much in suspense upon the occasion, 
and could not imagine to themselves what would be 
&e nature of an infant that was to have its original 
fr6m two such parents. At the last, the child ap- 
pears ; and who should it be but Love 7 This infant 
grew up, and proved in all his behaviour, what he 
really waS| a compound of opposite beings. As he 
is the son of Plenty, who was the offspring of Pru- 
dence, h^ is subtle, intriguing, fiiU of stratagems 
and devices; as the son of Poverty^ he is fawning, 
bagging, serenading, delighting to lie at a threshold, 
or beneath a window. But the fa^ef , he is audaci- 
ous, full of hopes, conscious of merit, and thetefore 
quick of resentment. By the mother, he is douM- 
tid, timorous, mean-spirited, fediful of offending, and 
abject in Submissions. Ill the same hour you may 
see him transp6rted vdth raptur^s> talking of im- 
mortal pleasures, and appearing satisfied as a god ; 
and immediately aft^r, as the mortal mother prevails 
in his c«fmposition, you bdtold him pining, languish- 
ing, despairing, dying." 

I have been always wonderfully delighted with 
fables, aUegorits> a«d the like inventionflf, which the 
politest and the best ittstnictofs of mankind have 
always made use of. They take off from the se 
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verity of instructioDy and enforce it at the same .time 
that they conceal it. The supposing Love .to be 
conceived immediately after the birth of Beauty; 
the parentage of Plenty ; and the inconsistency of 
this passion wjth itself so naturally derived to it, are 
great master-strokes in this fable ; and if they fell 
into good hands, might furnish out a more pleasing 
canto than any in Spenser. 

Prom my own Apartment, November 4. 

I came home this evening in a very pensive mood ; 
and, to divert me, took up a volume of Shakspeare, 
where I chanced to cast my eye upon a part in the 
tragedy of Richard the Third, which filled my mind 
with a very agreeable horror. It was the scene in 
which that bold but wicked prince is represented as 
sleeping in his tent, the night before the battle iu 
which he fell. The poet takes that occasion to set 
before him, in a vision, a terrible assembly of appa- 
ritions, the ghosts of all those innocent persons 
whom he is said to have murdered. Prince !Ed- 
ward, Henry VI. the Duke of Clarence^ Rivers, 
Gray, and Vaugan ; Lord Hastings, the two young 
Princes, sons to Edward IV. his own wife, and the 
Duke oJF Buckingham, rise up in their blood before 
him, beginning dieir speeches with that dreadful 
salutation, ** Let me sit heavy on my soul to- 
morrow ;" and concluding with that dismal sentence, 
*' Despair and die." This inspires the tyrant with 
a dream of his past guilt, and of the approaching 
vengeance. He anticipates the fatal day of Bos- 
worth, fancies himself dismounted, weltering in his 
own blood ; and in the agonies of despair, before 
be is thoroughly awake^ starts up with the following 
speech : 

** Give me another horse-r-Bind np waj woonds I 

Have mercy, Jesa— Soft ! I did but dream. 

Ob! coward conscience I how dost thou afflict met 
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The lights bum blue ! is it not dead midnight? 
Cold feariiil drops stand on my trembling flesh ; 
What do I fear? Myself !** Ac. 

« 

A scene written with so great strength of imagi- 
nation indisposed me for further reading, and threw 
me into a deep contemplation. I began to reflect 
upon the different ends of good and bad kings; 
and as this was the birth day of our late renowned 
monarch,* I could not forbear thinking on the 
departure of that excellent prince, whose life was 
crowned with glory, and his death with peace. I let 
my mind go so far into this thought, as to imagine 
to myself what might have been the vision of his de- 
parting slumbers. He might have seen confederate 
kings applauding him in different languages ; slaves 
that had been bound in fetters lifting up their hands, 
and blessing him ; and the persecuted in their several 
forms of worship imploring comfort on his last mo- 
ments. The reflection upon this excellent prince's 
mortality had been a very melancholy entertainment 
to me, had I not been relieved by the consideration 
of the glorious reign which succeeds it. 

We now see as great a virtue as ever was on the 
British throne, surrounded with all the beauty of 
success. Our nation may not only boast of a long 
series of great, regular, and well-laid designs, but 
also of triumphs and victories ; while we have the 
happiness to see our sovereign exercise that true 
policy which tends to make a kingdom great and 
happy, and at the same time enjoy the good and 
glorious effect of it 

* King William III. 
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Pram my own Apartment, November 7. 

I WAS Teiy mueh surprised thia eyening with a visit 
from on* of the top Toasts of the town, who eane 
bnrately in a chair, and bdlted iiila my room# while 
i was reading a chapter of Agrippa apon the occult 
Boienoes ; hat, as she entered with all the air aad 
bloom that aatofe erer bestowed on woman ^ I tiwew 
down the coiyuiior, and met the charmen I had na 
sooner phioed her at my right hand by the foe, bat 
she opened to me the reason of her visit. " Mr. 
JKckerstaff/' said the fine creatore, *' I have been 
y6ttr correspondent some time, though I never aaaw 
yon before; I have writ by the name of Maria. 
Vou have told me you wer* too far gone in life to 
think of love. Therefore, I am answered as to the 
passion I spoke of; and," continued she» sauiing, 
** I will not stay until yon grow young again, as 
you men never fail to do in yonr dotage ; but dm 
come to consult yon abont disposing of aqr^^^ to 
another. My person you see ; my fortune is very 
considerable ; but I am at present nad!ef much per- 
plexity how to act in a great conjuncture. I bave 
two lovers, Cfassus and Lorio: Grassas is prodi- 
gionsly rich, bat has no one dbtinguishing quality ; 
tiiough at the same time he is not reiMirkable on 
the defective side^ Lorio has travelled, is well-bred, 
pleasant in discourse, discreet in his conduct, agree- 
able in his person ; and with all this, he has a com- 
petency of fortune without superfluity. When I 
consider Lorio, my mind is filled with an idea of 
the great satisfactions of a pleasant conversation. 
When I think of Crassus, my equipage, numerous 
servants, gay liveries, and various dresses, are op- 
posed to the charms of his rival. In a word, when 
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I cast my eyes upoa Lorio, I forget aad despise 
fortnne; when I behead Crassin, I think only of 
pleasing my vaaity, and enjoying an uncontrolled 
expense in all the pleasures of life, except loye.'^ 
Sfa« paused here. 

** Madam/' said I, *' I am confident you have 
not stated your ease with sincerity, and that there is 
soma secret pang which you have concealed from 
me : for I see by your aspect the generosity of your 
mind ; and that open ingenuous air lets me know, 
that you have too great a sense of the generous 
passicm of lore, to prefer the ostentation of life in 
titt arms of Crassus, to the entertainments and Gon«« 
yeniences of it in the company of your beloved 
Lojio : for so he is indeed, Maiuim; you speak his 
name with a different accent from the rest of your 
discourse. The idea his image raises in you^ giTea 
new life to your featnnes, and new grace to yonr 
speech. Nay, blush not, Madam ; there is no dis'^ 
licmonr in loving a man of merit; I assure you, I 
am grieved at this dallying with yonroelf, when you 
put another in competition with him, for no other 
reason but superior wealth." — ** To tell you, then,'' 
said she, ** the bottom of my hisart, there is .€!&• 
tilda lies by, and plants herself in the way of Crasetis^ 
and I am confident will snap him if I refuse bun* 
I cannot bear to think that she will shine above me. 
When our coaches meet, to see her churiot hung 
behind with four footmem, and mine with but two ; 
hers, powdered^ gay, and sancy, kept only for show; 
mine, a couple of cutefal rogues that are good for 
something : I own, I cannot l^ar thtt Clotilda should 
be in all the pride and wantonness of wealth, and I 
only in the ease and affluence of.it.'' 

Here I intemipted : ^' Well, Madam, now I see 
your whole i^etion ; you could be happy, but tha^ 
you fear another would be happier. Or rather, y 
eonld be solidly happy, but that another f" 

2b2 
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iiappy in appearance. This is an evil whick you 
must get oyer, or.nerer know happiness. We wiU 
put the case, Madam, that you married Crassus, 
and she Lorio." She answered, ** Speak not of it. 
I could tear her eyes out at the mention of it/' 
*' Well then, I pronounce Lorio to be the man ; but 
I must tell you, that what we call settling in the 
world is, in a kind leaving it; and you must at 
once resolve to keep your thoughts of happiness 
within the reach of your fortune, and not measure 
it by comparison witib others. But, indeed. Ma- 
dam, . when I behold that beauteous form of your's, 
and consider the generality of your sex, as to their 
disposal of themselves in marriage, or their parents 
doing it for them without their own approbation, I 
cannot but look upon all such matches as the most 
impudent prostitutions. Do but observe, when you 
are at a play, the /^mt/tor toenches that sit laughing 
among the men. These appear detestable to. you in 
the boxes. Each of them would give up her person 
for a guinea, and some of you would take the worst 
there for life for tweaty thousand. If so, how do 
you differ but in price ? As to the circumstance of 
marriage, I take that to be hardly an alteration of 
the case ; for wedlock is but a more solemn prosti- 
tution, where there is not an union of minds. You 
would hardly believe it, but there have been designs 
even upon me. 

*' A neighbour, in this very lane, who knows I 
have, by leading a very wary life, laid up a little 
money, had a great mind to marry me to his daugh- 
ter. I was frequently invited to their table: the 
;irl was always very pleasant and agreeable. After 
(inner, Miss Molly would be sure to fill my pipe 
or me, and put more sugar than ordinary into my 
ioffee ; for she was sure I was good-natured. If I 
thanced to hem, the mother would applaud my vi- 
gour ; and has often said on that occasion, * 1 won* 
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der» Mr. Bichsrataff^ fomhy not niLify, I am %um 
ypu would b»Fe «hildra». TUiig^ went on so 6u, 
that my mistress presonted me with a wrought nx^-, 
OBip ^nd a laeed band of ber owa working. I begaa 
to thiak of it in earnest; but opo day having an 
oecasion to ride to Islington, as two or three people 
were lifting me upon my pad» I spiod her at a eosi* 
yenient distance langhiag at her loyer, with a parcel 
of lomps of her aoquaiatance. One of them, who 
I suppose had the same design upon me, told me 
she said, * Do you see how briskly my old gentle- 
man mounts ;' This made me cut off my amour, and 
to reflect wiih myself, that no married life could be 
so unhappy, as where the wife proposes no other 
advantage from her husband, dian that of making 
herself Ine, and keeping her out of the dirt.'^ 

My ^Biir client burst out a laughing at the Account 
I gave her of my escape, and went away seemingly 
convinced ot the reasonableness of my discourse 
to her. 

As soon as she was gone, my maid brought <ip 
the following e|^stle, which. by the style, and the 
description she gave of the person, I suppose was 
left by Xick Doubt. '* Hark you," said he, '' girl, 
tell old basket-hilt I would have Um answer it by 
the first opportunity." What be says is this. 



** Isaac, 
^' You seem a very honest fellow ; therefore, pray 

' ra" ' ' 



tell me, did not you write that letter in praise of the 
squire and his Lucubralpona yourself, Sec." 

The greatest plague of coxcombs is» that they 
often break upon you with an impertinent piece of 
good sense, as the jackanapes hen hit me in a right 
place enough. I must confess* I am aa likely to 
play such a trick as another; but that letter be 
speaks of was really genuine. When I first set up, 
1 thoi^ht it fair enough to let myenlf know from af' 

2b 3 



282 TATLER. 91. 

parts, that my works were wonderfully inquired for, 
and were become the diversion, as well as instruc- 
tion, of all the (^hoice Spirits in every county of 
Great Britain. I do not doubt but the more intel- 
4igent of my readers found it, before the Jackanapes, 
I can call him no better, took upon him to observe 
upon my style and my basket-hilt. A very pleasant 
gentleman of my acquaintance told me one day a 
story of this kind of falsehood and vanity in an 
author. 

Maevius showed him a paper of verses, which he 
said he had received that morning by the penny- 
post from an unknown hand. My friend • admired 
them extremely. '' Sir," said he, '' this must come 
from a man that is eminent , you see fire, life, and 
spirit run through the whole, and at the same time 
a correctness, which shows he is used to writing. 
Pray, Sir, read them over again." He begins again, 
title and all ; '' To Maevius, on his incomparable 
poems." The second reading was performed with 
much more vehemence and action than the former ; 
after which my friend fell into downright raptures — 
" Why, they are truly sublime ! there is energy in 
this line ! description in that ! Why ! it is the thing 
itself! this is perfect picture!" Maevius could- bear 
no more; but, "Faith," says he, ** Ned, to tell you 
the plain truth, I writ them myself." ' 

There goes just such another story of the same 
paternal tenderness in Bavins, an ingenious contem- 
porary of mine, who had writ several comedies 
which were rejected by the players. This my friend 
Bavins took for envy, and therefore prevailed upon 
I gentleman to go with him to the play-house, and 
;ave him a new play of his, desiring he would per- 
onate the author, and read it, to baffle the spite of 
he actors. The friend consented, and to reading 
hey went. They had -not gone over three similies, 
[>efore Roscius the player made the acting author 
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stop, and desired to know ** what he meant by such 
a rapture? and how it came to pass, that in this 
condition of the lover, instead of acting according 
to his circumstances, he spent his time in considering 
what his present state was like ?" — " That is very 
true," says the mock author; ** I believe we had as 
good strike these lines out." — " By your leave," 
says Bavins, '' you shall not spoil your play, you 
are too modest ; those very lines, for aught I know, 
are as good as any in your play, and they shall 
stand." Well, they go on, and the particle '' and " 
stood unfortunately at the end of a verse, and was 
made to rhyme to ttie word ^' stand." This Roscius 
excepted against. The new poet gave up that too, 
and said ** he would not dispute for a monosyllable." 
— " For a monosyllable !" says the real author ; 
** I can assure you, a monosyllable may be of as 
great force as a word of ten syllables. I tell you. 
Sir, 'and' is the connexion of the matter in that 

f>lace ; without that word, you may put all that fol- 
ows into any other play as well as this. Besides, 
if you leave it out, it will look as if you had put it 
in only for the sake of the rhyme." Roscius per- 
sisted, assuring the gentleman, 'Hhat it was im- 
possible to speak it, but the * and' must be lost, so 
it might as well be blotted out." Bavins snatched 
his play out of their hands, said ** they were both 
blockheads," and went off; repeating a couplet, 
because he would not make his exit irregularly. A 
witty man of these days compared his true and 
feigned poet to the contending mothers before So- 
lomon ; the true one was easily discovered from the 
pretender, by refusing to see his offspring dissected, 
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N° 92. THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 10, 170». 

FakuM konMTJuvat, €t mendux ii^amia ierrft 

Quern nisi mendtawn et mendaeemf 

HoR. 1 Ep. XTi« 

False praiM can please, 9ii4 calmimy afiHght 
Nona but the vipioiiB and the hypocrite, 

White*s Chocolate-houK, Novembpr 9. 

I KNOW no manner of speakiag so off^MiTe as tb«t 
of giving praise, and closing it witb aft exoeplioii; 
which proceeds (where men do not do it to intro* 
duce malice, and make (ialnmnly more effectual) 
from the common error of copsidering man a« f, per- 
fect creature. Sutt if we rightly ei^amine things, 
we shall find that there is a sort of economy in iPro* 
vidence, that on^ shall excel wheri) anpther is d^ 
fectiye, in order to make men more useful to each 
other, and mix fkem in so<^ie^. Tbi# m^n b^^ving 
this talent, and that man another, is a3 necessary in 
conversation, as one orofessing on^ trade, and ano^ 
ther another, is benefieial in commerce, The Im^ 
piest climate does not prodMce all things : and it 
was so ordered, that one part of die earth should 
want the product of another, for uniting mankind 
in a general oorrespondenc^ and good und^stnnding* 
It is, therefore, want pf gi^ sense as well 9s good 
nature, to say Simplicius )ms a better judgmeftt, 
but not so much wit as I^atiusi for that Uiese ba^e 
not each other's capacities is no more a diminution 
to either, than if you should say, Simplicius is not 
Latius, or Latias not Simplicius. The heathen 
world had so little notion that perfection was to be 
expected amongst men, that among them any one 
quality or endowment in an heroic degree made a 
God. Hercules had strength; but it was never 



oftjiecfted to lumtbat he mailed wit Apolio preaded 
€»Fer wit, and it was ]iey«r asked whether he had 
atrengdi. We hear no excs^itiaiiB against the heaaty 
of Minerva, or the wisdon of Venns. These wise 
heslhens were ghid to innnoitaiiBe any one senrioe- 
ahle gift, and overhxik all interactions in the per- 
flcm who had it. But with us it is &r otherwise, for 
we reject nuiny ftminflnt. Tirtnes, if they are ae aoni 
paaied with one apparent weakness. TheTeAeeftii^ 
afto- this manner made me aceomtt for the s i i a wg i * 
ddi^it BMn take in readii^ hm^oons and scandal, 
with which the age ahonnds, and of which I reome 
frequent coaqilawfaL Upon mniige couideimtiaii, 
I find it is pdnc^pally lor Ais reason, ihat Ihe womt 
of mankind, the fihiHfii'ii, moeive so snudi emson- 
rageBMat in the wodd. Xlie losr xnoe of sbbd take 



levelled to their r nmliiii'MB hf a nepart of its defisciS'; 
and keep tfapawelves in conaifiBaBee, ihoi^ ihe^r 
are excelled in a thousand virtvpes^ if ihey haiuw^ 
they have in common with n ffm&t pmraaa ms^r 
fault The UbeUo^ fiJb in 
gratifies the baseness of 
an enemy to extraoidinaiy merit. It is inm tfh» 
that libel and satire are pi nmirn mmsif jcmii J iy 
in the notions of the vulgar, tiMmgln Hkt imtiaait 
libeller differ as much as the maprtiate and iIk ■ 
derer. In the consideration of haman life, the; 
tirist never falls upon persons who ate not g^annghr 
faulty, and the libeller on none but who are eonsM' 
cuously commendable. Were I to expose asjr viee 
in a good or great man, it should certainly be by 
correcting it in some one where that crime was th^ 
most distinguishing part of the character ; as p»^ 
are chastised for the admonition of princes/ ^ 
it is performed oth^wise, the viaons are ' 

• This sllndes io a fntHtm Isag fKVslcal fa ' 
wUppisg the isyalc hil dBaihy fffm* 
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eredil b^ pUciog bhmi of Bwrtt in tke same aeeosa^ 
tioa. But all the paaquila, lanpoons^ and libels we 
meet with now-a^days, are a aoct of playing with 
the four-and-twenty lettera, and dirawiBf them into 
oame^ and charaoters, withovt tense, trnth^ er wit. 
In this case J an in great perplexity to know wliofli 
they mean i and should be in distress for those they 
abuse, if I did not see their judgment and tngeauity 
in those they commend. This is the true wi^ of ex- 
amining a libel ; and when men consider, that bo 
one man living thinks the better of th»r heroes and 
patrons for the panegyrie given tlu^pi, none can tiMok 
themselves lessened by their iaveotive. The {leie 
or patron in a libel is but a seavanger to cany off 
the dirt^ and by that very employment is the filthiest 
creature in the street. Dedications and panegyrics 
are frequendy ridiculous, let diem be addressed 
where they will ; but at the front, or in the body of 
a libel, to commend a man, is saying to the persons 
applauded, *' My Lord, or Sir, I have pulled down 
all men diat the rest of die world think great and 
honourable, and here is a clear stage ; you may as 
you please, be valiant or wise ; you may choose to 
be on the military or civil list ; for th^re is no one 
brave who commands, or just who has power. You 
may rule the world now it is empty, which exploded 
you when it was full : I have knocked out the brains 
of all whom mankind thought good for any thing ; 
and I doubt not but you wiU reward that invention, 
which found out the only expedient to make your 
lordship, or your worship, of any consideration." 

Had I the honour to be in a libel, aod had espapcd 
the approbation of the author, I should look upon it 
exactly in this mann^. But though it is a thing 
thus perfecdy indifferent who is exalted or debased 
in such performances, yet it is not so with relatiott 
to the author^ of H^em ; therefore I shall, for the 
good of my country^ boroafter take upon me to pontah 
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tltcsi wretches* Wbai b already pnsseA may die 
4way aeeordliig to its aature, and continue in its 
ptoseot oblivi^ii ; but, for the fature, I shall take 
a^tid^ ^ sueh enefliies to honour and irirtue, and 
(vetterv^ Aefii to immoitlil infamy. Their nam^s 
ihall gite fresii offeaee many ages hence, and be de- 
tested a tliottMJid yeajfs after the commission of their 
crime. It shall aot avail, that these children of in- 
famy pubifSb their works under feigned names, or 
under not»e at aH ; foif I am so perfectly well ac- 
quainted with the styles of aH my contemporaries, 
that I shall aot fail ot doing them justice, with their 
fpreiper aamesy and Ht their full length. Let these 
m^icreaats, theref^e, enjoy their present act of ob- 
livion, and take care how they offend hereafter. 

Bat to ayarl o«r eyes from 9ttch objects, it is 
methinks h«t requisite lo settle our op'iion in the 
ease of praiM: and MaMte. I believe, the only true 
way to cute i^$A sensibility of reproach, which is a 
eomnion weakness with the most virtuous men, is 
to Ax their regard firmly ttpon only what is strictly 
,trae, in relation to their advantage, as well as dimi- 
nation. For if I am pleased with commendation 
which I 4# not deserve/ i shaU from the same tem- 
per be concerned at scandal I do not deserve. But 
he that can think of fal^e applause with as much con- 
tempt as false detraction, wUl certainly be prepared 
for all adventures, and will become all occasions. 
Undegerved praise can please only those who want me- 
fit, and WMleserved reproach frighten only those who 
want tfincerity. I have thought of this with so much 
attention, that I fancy there can be no other method 
in nature found for the cure of that delicacy which 
gives good men pain under calumny, but placing sa- 
tisfaction no where but in a just sense of their own 
integrity, without a regard to the opinion of others. 
If we have not such a foundatidn as this, there, is 
aa h^ against standal, but being in dbscuri"^ 
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which to noble minds is not being at all. The truth 
of it is, this love of praise dwells most in great and 
heroic spirits ; and those who best deserve it have 
generally the most exquisite relish for it. Methinks 
I see the renowned Alexander, after a painful and 
laborious march, amidst the heats of a parched soil 
and a burning climate, sitting over the head of a 
fountain, and, after a draught of water, pronounce 
that memorable saying, ** Oh ! Athenians ! How 
much do I suffer, that you may speak well of me !" 
The Athenians were at that time the learned of the 
world, and their libels against Alexander were writ^ 
ten, as he was a professed enemy of their state. But 
how monstrous would such inyectives have appeared 
in Macedonians ! 

As loye of reputation is a darling passion in great 
men, so the de&nce of them in this particular is the 
business of every man of honour and. honesty.. We 
should run on such an occasion, as if a public build- 
ing was on fire, to their relief ; and all who spread 
or publish such detestable pieces as traduce their 
merit should be used like incendiaries. It is the 
common cause of our country to support the reputa- 
tion of those who preserve it against invaders ; and 
every man is attacked in the person of that neighbour 
who deserves well of him. 

From my mon Apartment, November 9. 

The chat I had to-day at White's about fame and 
scandal, put me in mind of a person who has often 
writ to me unregarded, and has a very moderate am- 
bition in this particular. His name, it seems, is 
Charles Lillie, and he recommends himself to my 
observation as one that sold snuff next door to the 
Fountain Tavern, in the Strand, and was burnt out 
when he began to have a reputation in his way. 

' Mr. Bickerstaff, 
*i I suppose, through a hurry of business, you 
have either forgot me, or lost my last of this nature. 
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which was to beg the favour of being advantageously 
exposed in your paper, chiefly for the reputation of 
snuff. Be pleased to pardon this trouble from, Sir, 
your very humble servant, 

C.L. 

'* I am a perfumer,- at the comer of Beaufort- 
Buildings, in the Strand.'' 

This same Charles leaves it to me to say what I 
will of him ; and I am not a little d|eased with the 
ingenious manner of his address. Taking snuff is 
what I have declared against ; but, as his Holiness 
the Pope, allows whoring for the taxes raised by the 
ladies of pleasure ; so I, to repair the loss of an un- 
happy trader, indulge all persons in that custom who 
buy of Charles. There is something so particular in 
the request of the man, tjiat I shall send for him be- 
fore me, and I believe I shall find he has a genius 
for baubles. If so, I shall for aught 1 know, at his 
shop, give licensed canes to those who are really 
lame, and tubes to those who are unfeig^edly short- 
sighted ; and forbid all others to vend &e same. 



N^93. SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 12, 1709. 

WilPs Coffee-lunue, November 11. 

The French humour of writing epistles, and publish- 
ing their fulsome compliments to each other, is a 
thing I frequently complain of in this place. It is, 
methinks, from Uie prevalence of this silly custom, 
that there is so little instruction in the conversation 
of our distant friends. For which reason, during 
the whole course of my life, I have desired n(iy ac- 
quaintance, when they write to me, rather to say 
something which should make me wish myself witn 
them, than make me compliments that they wished 
themselves with me. By this means, I have by me 
a collection of letters from most parts of the worlc* 

VOL. II. 2 c 
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which are as naturally of the growth of the place, as 
any herb, tree, or plant, of the soil. Thi» I take to 
be the proper use of an epistolary commerce. To 
desire to know how Damon goes on with his court- 
ship to Sylvia, or how the wine tastes at the Old 
Deyil, are thread-bare subjects, and cold treats, 
which our absent friends might have given us ^th- 
out going out of town for them. A fnend of mine, 
who went to travel, used me far otherwise ; for he 
gave me a prospect of the place, or an account <tf 
tiie people, from every country through which he 
passed. Among others which I was looking oyer 
this evening, I am not a little delighted widi this 
which follows : 

" Dear Sir, 

'* I believe this is the first letter that was ever 
sent you from the middle region, where I am at this 
present writing. Not to keep you in suspense^ it 
comes to you from the top of the highest mountain 
in Switzerland, where I am now shivering among 
the eternal frosts and snows. I can scarce forbear 
dating it in December, though they call it the first 
of August at the bottom of the mountain. I assure 
you I can hardly keep my ink from freezing in the 
middle of the dog-days. I am here entertained with 
the prettiest variety of snow-prospects that you can 
imagine : and have several pits of it before me, that 
are very near as old as the mountain itself: for in 
this country, it is as lasting as marble. I am now 
upon a spot of it, which they tell me fell about the 
reign of Gharlemain, or King Pepin. The inhabi- 
tants of the country are as great curiosities as the 
country itself. They generally hire themselves out 
in their youth, and if they are musquet-proof until 
about fifty, they bring home the money they have 
got, dnd the limbs they have left, to pass the rest 
of their time among their native mountains. One of 
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the gentlemen of the place, who is come off with 
the loss of an eye only, told me by way of boast, 
that there were now seven wooden legs in his family: 
and that for these four generations, there had not 
been one in his line, that carried a whole body with 
him to the grave. I believe you will think the style 
of this letter a little extraordinary : but the Rehearsal 
will tell you, that people in clouds must not be con- 
fined to speaJc sense ; and I hope we that are above 
them may claim the same privilege. Wherever I 
am, I shaU always be, Sir, 

Your most obedient and most humble servant." 

I think they ought, in those parts where the mate- 
rials are so easy to work, and at the same time so 
durable, when any one of their heroes comes home 
from the wars, to erect his statue in snow upon the 
mountains, there to remain from generation to gene- 
ration. 

A gentleman who is apt to expatiate upon any 
hint, took this occasion to deliver his opinion upon 
our ordinary method of sending young gentlemen to 
travel for their education. '^ It is certain," said he, 
*' if gentlemen travel at an age proper for them, du- 
ring the course of their voyages their accounts to 
their friends, and after their return, their discourses 
and conversations, will have in them something 
above what we can meet with, from those who have 
not had those advantages." At the same time it is 
to be observed, that every temper and genius is not 
qualified for this way of improvement. Men may 
change their climate, but they cannot their nature. 
A man that goes out a fool, cannot ride or sail him- 
self into common sense. Therefore, let me but walk 
over London Bridge with a young man, and I will 
tell you infallibly whether going over the Rialto at 
Venice will make him wiser. 

It is not to be imagined how many I have saned 
in my time firom banishment, by letting their parents 

2c 2 
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know they were g^od for nothing. But this is to be 
done with much tenderness. There is my cousin 
. Harry has a son, who is the dullest mortal that ever 
was bom into our house ; he had got his trunk and 
his books all packed up to be transported into fo- 
reign parts, for no reason but because the boy never 
talked ; and his father said he wanted to khow^ the 
world. I could not say to a fond parent that the 
boy was dull; but looked grave, and told him, '^' the 
youth was very thoughtful, and I feared he might have 
some doubts about religion, with which it ivas not 
'proper to go into Roman Catholic countries.'* He is 
accordingly kept here until he declares himself upon 
some points, which I am sure he will never think of. 
By this means I have prevented the dishonour, of 
having a fool of our house laughed at in all parts of 
Europe. He is now with his father upon his own 
estate, and he has sent to me to get him a wife, 
which I shall do with all convenient speed ; but it 
shall be such a one, whose good nature shall hide 
his faults, and good sense supply them. The truth 
of it is, that race is of the true British kind. They 
are of our country only ; it hurts them to transplant 
them, and they are destroyed if you pretend to im- 

Erove them. Men of this solid make are not to be 
urried up and down the world, for, if I may so 
»peak, they are naturally at their wit's end ; and it 
is an impertinent part to disturb their repose, that 
they may give you only a history of their bodily oc- 
currences, which is all they are capable of observing^. 
Harry had an elder brother who was tried in this 
way : I remember all he could talk of at his return 
was, " That he had like to have been drowned at 
such a place ; he fell out of a chaise at another : he 
had a Letter stomach when he moved northward 
than when he turned his course to the parts in the 
south," and so forth. It is, therefore, very much 
to be considered, what sense a person has of things 
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when he is setting out ; and if he then knowB none 
of his friends and acquaintance but by their cloaths 
and faces, it is my humble opinion, that he stay at 
home. His parents should take care to marry him, 
and see what they can get out of him that way ; for 
there is a certain sort of men, who are no other* 
wise to be regarded but as they descend from men 
of consequence, and may beget valuable successors. 
And if we consider that men are to be considered 
only as they are useful, while a stupid wretch is at 
the head of a great family, we may say, the race 
is suspended, as properly as when it is all gone, we 
say it is extinct. 

Frufm my own Apartment, November 11. 

I had several hints and advertisements from un- 
known hands, that some, who are enemies to my 
labours, design to demand the fashionable way of 
satisfaction for the disturbance my lucubrations have 
given them. T confess, as things now stand, I do 
not know how to deny such inviters, and am prepar- 
ing myself accordingly. I have bought pumps and 
files, and am every morning practising in my cham- 
ber. My neighbour, the dancing master, has de- 
manded of me, '* why I take this liberty, since I 
would not allow it him ?'' but I answered, '^ his was 
an act of an indifferent nature, and mine of neces- 
sity.'' My late treatises against duels have so far 
disobliged the fraternity of the noble science of de- 
fence, that I can get none of them to show me so 
much as one pass, I am, therefore, obliged to learn 
my book; and have accordingly several volumes, 
wherein aU the postures are exactly delineated. I 
must confess, I am shy of letjting. people see me at 
this exercise, because of my flannel waistcoat, and 
my spectacles, which I am forced to fix on, the bet- 
ter to observe the posture of the enemy. 

I have upon my chamber walls drawn at full length 

2 c 3 
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the iigares of all sorts of men, from eight feet to three 
feet two inches. Within this height, I take it, that 
all the fighting men of Great Britain are compre- 
hended. But, as I push, I make allowances for 
my being of a lank and spare body, and have chalk- 
ed out in every figure my own dimensions ; for I 
scorn to rob any man of his life by taking advantage 
of his breadth : therefore, I presji purely in a line 
down from his nose, and take no more of him to as- 
sault than he has of me : /or, to speak impartially , if 
a lean feHow wounds a fat one in any part of the 
right or left, whether it be in carte or in tierce^ be- 
yond the dimensions of the said lean fellow's ovvn 
breadth I take it to be murder, and such a murder as is 
below a gentleman to commit. As I am spare, I am 
also yery tall, and behave myself with relation to 
that advantage with the same punctilio ; and I am 
ready to stoop or stand, accoroing to the stature of 
my adversary. I must confess, I have had great 
success this morning, and have hit every figure 
round the room in a mortal part, without receiving 
the least hurt, except a little scratch by falling on 
my face, in pushing at one at the lower end of my 
chamber ; but I recovered so quick, and jumped so 
nimbly into my guard, that, if he had been alive, he 
could not have hurt me. It is confessed I have vnrit- 
ten against duels with some warmth ; but in all my 
discourses I have not ever said that I knew how a 
gentleman could avoid a duel if he were provoked 
to it ; and since that custom is now become a law, 1 
know nothing but the legislative power, with new 
animadversions upon it, csn put us in a capacity of 
denying challenges, though we were afterwards 
hanged for it. But no more of this at present. As 
things stand, I shall put up no more affronts ; and I 
shall be so far from taking ill words, that I will not 
take ill looks. I, therefore, warn all hot young fel- 
lows not to look hereafter more terrible than their 
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neighbours ; for, if they stare at me with their hats 
cocked higher than other people, I will not bear it. 
Nay, I give warning to all people in general to look 
kindly at me ; for I will bear no frowns, even from 
ladies; and if any woman pretends to look scorn* 
fully at me, I shall demand satisfaction of the next 
of kin of the masculine gender. 
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Si turn errtisutffecerat iUe minus* 

Mart. i. 22. 

Had he not err'd, his glory had been less. 

WUTs Coffee-lunue, November 14. 

That which we call gallantry to woman seems to 
be the heroic virtue of private persons; and there 
never breathed one man, who did not, in that part of 
his days wherein he was recommending himself to 
his mistress, do something beyond his ordinary 
course of life. As this has a very great effect even 
upon the most slow and common men ; so, upon such 
as it finds qualified with virtue and merit, it shines 
out in proportionable degrees of excellence. It 
gives new grace to the most eminent accomplish- 
ments ; and he, who, of himself has either wit, wis- 
dom, or valour, exerts each of these noble endow- 
ments, when he becomes a lover, with a certain 
beauty of action above what was ever observed in 
him before; and all who are without any one ot 
these qualities are to be looked upon as the rabble 
of mankind. 

I was talking after this manner in a comer of this 
place with an old acquaintance, who, taking me by 
the hand, said, ** Mr. Bickerstaff, your discourse 
recals to my mind a story, which I have longed ' 
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tell you ever since I read that article wherein yon 
desire your friends to give you accounts of obscure 
merit." The story I had of him is literally true^ and 
well known to be so in the country wherein the cir- 
cumstances were transacted. He acquainted me 
with the names of the persons concerned, which I 
shall change into feigned ones ; there being a res- 
pect due to their families that are still in being, as 
well as that the names themselves would not be so 
familiar to an English ear. The adventure really 
happened in Denmark : and if I can remember au 
the passages, I doubt not but it will be as moving to 
my readers as it was tame. 

Olarinda and Ohloe, two very fine woman, were 
bred up as sisters in the family of Romeo, who was 
the fatner of Chloe, and the guardian of Glarinda. 
Philander, a young gentleman of a good person and 
charming conversation, being a friend of old Komeo, 
frequented his hou^e, and by that means was much 
in conversation with the young ladies, though still 
in the presence of the father and the guardian. The 
ladies both entertained a secret passion for him, and 
could see well enough, notwithstanding the delight 
which he really took in Romeo's conversation, that 
there was something more in his heart, which made 
him so assiduous a visitant. Each of them thought 
herself the happy woman : but the person beloved was 
Chloe. It happened that both of them were at a 
play in a camival evening, when it is the &shion 
there, as well as in most countries of Europe, both 
for men and woman to appear in masks and disguises. 
It was on that memorable night in the year 1679, 
when the playhouse, by some unhappy accident, was 
set on fire. Philander, in the first hurry of the dis- 
aster, immediately ran where his treasure was; 
burst open the door of the box, snatched the lady 
up in lus arms; and, with unspeiJLable resolution 
and good fortune, carried her off safe. He was no 
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sooner out of the crowd, but he set her down ; and, 
grasping her in his arms, with all the raptures of a 
deserving loyer, ** How happy am I/^ says he, "in 
an opportunity to tell you I love you more than all 
things, and of showing you the sincerity of my pas- 
sion at the very first declaration of it !" — " My dear, 
dear Philander," says the lady, pulling off her 
mask, "this is not a time for art; you are much 
dearer to me than the life you have preserved : and 
the joy of my present deliverance does not transport 
me so much as the passion which occasioned it/' 
Who can tell the grief, the astonishment, the terror, 
that appeared in the face of Philander, when he saw 
the person he spoke to was Clarinda? After a short 
pause, "Madam," says he, with the looks of a dead 
man, "we are both mistaken;" and immediately 
flew away, without hearing the distressed Clarinda, 
who had just strength enough to cry, " Cruel Phi- 
lander ! why did you not leave me in the theatre ?" 
Crowds of people immediately gathered about her, 
and, after having brought her to herself, conveyed 
her to the house of the good old unhappy Romeo. 
Philander was now pressing against a whole tide 
of people at the doors of the theatre, and striving to 
enter with more earnestness than any there en- 
deavoured to get out. He did it at last, and with 
much difficulty forced his way to the box where his 
beloved Chloe stood, expecting her fate amidst this 
scene of terror and distraction. She revived at the 
sight of Philander, who fell about her neck with a 
tenderness not to be expressed ; and amidst a thou- 
sand sobs and sighs, told her his love, and his 
dreadful mistake. The stage was now in flames, 
and the whole house full of smoke : the entrance 
was quite barred up with heaps of people, who had 
fallen upon one another as they endeavoured to get 
out. Swords were drawn, shrieks heard on all 
sides ; and in short no possibility of an escape f 
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Philander himself, had he been capable of making 
it without his Chloe. But his mind was above such 
a thought, and wholly employed in weeping, condo- 
ling, and comforting. He catches her in bis arms, 

the fire surrounds tiiem, while — I cannot go on 

Were I an infidel, misfortunes like this would 
convince me that there must be an hereafter : for 
who can believe that so much virtue could meet 
with so great distress without a following reward ? 
As for my part, I am so old-fashioned as firmly to 
believe, that all who perish in such generous enter- 
prises are relieved from the further exercises of life ; 
and Providence, which sees their virtue consummate 
and manifest, takes them to an immediate reward, 
in a being more suitable to the grandeur of their 
spirits. We else can wipe away our tears, when 
we contemplate such undeserved such irreparable 
distresses? It was a sublime thought in some of the 
heathens of old : 



'QiuB gratia currum 



Armorumquefuit viviSy quce cura nitentet 

PoBcere equoa, eadem sequUur teUvre repattos, Virg. 

That is, in other words, '^ The same employments 
and inclinations which were the entertainment of 
virtuous men upon earth make up their happiness in 
Elysium/^ 

From my own Apartment, Nooember 14. 

When I came home this evening I found a pre- 
sent from Mr. Charles Lillie, the perfumer, at the 
corner of Beaufort-buildings, with a letter of thanks 
for the mention I made of him. He tells me, '^ seve- 
ral of my gentle readers have obliged me in buying 
at his shop upon my recommendation." I have in- 
quired into the man's capacity, and find him an 
adept in his way. He has several helps to discourse 
besides snuff, which is the best Barcelona, and sells 
an orange-flower water, which seems to me to have 
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in it the right spirit of brains ; and I am informed^ he 
extracts it according to the manner usedin Gresham 
College.* I reQommend it to the handkerchiefs of 
all young pleaders. It cures or supplies all pauses 
and hesitations in speech^ and creates a general ala- 
crity of the spirit. When it is used as a g^gle, it 
gives volubility to the tongue, and never fails of that 
necessary step towards pleasing others, making a 
man pleased with himself. I have taken security 
of him, that he shall not raise the price of any of 
his commodities for these or any other occult quali- 
ties in them ; but he is to sell them at the same 
5 rice which you give at the common perfumers. 
f r. lillie has brought further security, that he will 
not sell the boxes made for politicians to lovers ; 
nor, on the contrary, those proper for lovers to men 
of speculation : ** At this time, to avoid confusion, 
the best orangerie for beaux, and the right musty 
for politicians." 

*4^* My almanack is to be published on the twenty- 
second, and from that instant all lovers, in raptures 
or epistles, are to forbear the comparison of their 
mistresses' eyes to stars : I have made use of that 
simile in my dedication for the last time it shall ever 
pass, and on the properest occasion that it was ever 
employed. All ladies are hereby desired to take 
notice, that they never receive that .simile in pay- 
ment for any smiles they shall bestow for the future. 

t-l-t On Saturday night last a gentlewoman's 
husband strayed from the play-house in the Hay- 
market. If the lady who was seen to take him up 
will restore him, she shall be Asked no questions, he 
being of no use but to the owner. 

* The royal society then met at Gresham College. 
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N» 85. THUK8DAY, NOVEMBER 17, 1709. 

€!mtimfmdieiHam$entitd9mMi» 

ViEO. Georg. ii. 523. 

HiB cares are eas'd with interrals of bliss ; 
His little childreit climbing for a kiss, 
Welcome their father's late retam at nif^t ; 
His fiuthiiil bed is crown'd with chaste delight. 

DRTDEir. 

From my oum AparimaU, November 16. 

There are several persons who have many pleasures 
and entertainments in their possession^ which they 
do not enjoy. It is, therefore, a kind and good of- 
fice to acquaint them with their own happiness, and 
turn their attention to such instances of their g^od 
fortune as they are apt to overlook. Persons in the 
married state often want such a monitor ; and pine 
away their days, by looking on the same condition 
in anguish and murmur, which carries with it in the 
opinion of others a complication of all the pleasures 
of life, and a retreat from its inquietudes. 

I am led into this thought by a visit £ made an old 
friend, who was formerly my school-fellow. He 
came to town last week with his family for the win- 
ter, and yesterday morning sent me word his wife 
expected me to dinner. I am as it were at home at 
that house, and every member of it knows me for 
their well-wisher. I cannot indeed express the 
pleasure it is, to be met by the children with so much 
joy as I am when I go thither. The boys and girls 
strive who shall come first, when they think it is I 
that am knocking at the door ; and that child which 
loses the race to me runs back again to tell the father 
it is Mr. Bickerstaff. This day I was led in by a 
pretty girl, that we all thought must have forgot 
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me : for the family has been out of town these two 
years. Her knowing me again was a mighty subject 
with us, and took up our discourse at the first en- 
trance. After which, they began to rally upon a 
thousand little stories they heard in the country 
about my marriage to one of my neighbour's daugh- 
ters. Upon which the gentleman, my friend, said, 
** Nay, if Mr. Bickerstaff marries a child of any of 
his old companions, I hope mine shall have the pre- 
ference; there is Mrs. Mary is now sixteen, and 
would make him as fine a widow as the best of them. 
But I know him too well ; he is so enamoured with 
the very memory of those who flourished in our 
youth, that he will not so much as look upon the 
modem beauties. I remember, old gentleman, how 
ofteq you went home in a day to refresh your coun- 
tenance and dress, when Teraminta reigned in your 
heart. As we came up in the coach, I repeated to 
my wife some of your verses on her.'' n ith such 
reflexions on little passages which happened long 
ago, we passed our time, during a cheerful and 
elegant meal. After dinner, his lady left the room, 
as did also the children. As soon as we were alone, 
he took me by the hand ; ** Well, my good friend," 
says he, '' I am heartily glad to see thee : I was 
afraid you would never have seen all the company 
that dined with you to-day again. Do not you think 
the good woman of the house a little altered, since 
you followed her from the play-house, to find out 
who she was for me ?" I perceived a tear fall down 
his cheek as he spoke, which moved me not a little. 
But, to turn the discourse, I said, '* She is not in- 
deed quite the creature she was, when she returned 
me the letter I carried from you; and told me, ' she 
hoped, as I was a gentleman, I would be employed 
no more to trouble her, who had never offended me ; 
but would be so much the gentleman's friend as to dis- 
suade him from a pursuit, which he could never suc- 
VOL. II. 2 D 
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ceed in/ You may remember^ I thought her m 
earnest; and you were forced to employ your cousin 
Will, who made his sister get acquainted with her, 
for you. You cannot expect her to be for ever fif- 
teen/' — "Fifteen!" replied my good friend; ** Ah ! 
you little understand, you that have lived a batches 
lor, how great, how exquisite a pleasure there is, in 
being really beloved ! It is impossible, that the most 
beauteous face in nature should raise in me such 
pleasing ideas, as when I look upon that excellent 
woman. That fading in her countenance is chiefly 
caused by her watching with me, in my fever. 
This was followed by a fit of sickness, which had 
like to have carried her off last winter. I tell you 
sincerely, I have so many obligations to her, that I 
cannot, with any sort of moderation, think of her 
present state of health. But as to what you say of 
fifteen, she gives me every day pleasures beyond 
what I ever knew in the possession of her beauty, 
when I was in the vigour of youth. Every moment 
of her life brings me fresh instances of her compIa< 
cency to my inclinations, and her prudence in regard 
to my fortune. Her face is to me much more beau- 
tiful than when I first saw it; there is no decay in 
any feature, which I cannot trace, from the very in- 
stant it was occasioned by some anxious concern for 
my welfare and interests. Thus, at the same time^ 
methinks, the love I conceived towards her for what 
she was is heightened by my gratitude for what she 
is. The love of a wife is as much above the idle 
passion commonly called by that name, as the loud 
daughter of buffoons is inferior to the elegant mirth 
of gentlemen. Oh! she is an inestimable jeweL 
In her examination of her household affairs, she 
shows a certain fearfulness to find a fault, which 
makes her servants obey her like children ; and the 
meanest we have has an ingenuous shame for an of- 
fence, not always to be seen in children in other 



95. TATLBR. 803 

fiaiulies. I speak freely to you^ my old friend : ever 
since her sickness^ things that gave me the quickest 
joy before turn now to a certain anxiety. As the 
children play in the next room, I know the poor things 
by their steps, and am considering what they must do, 
should they lose their mother in their tender years. 
The pleasure I used to take in telling my boy stories 
of battles, and asking my girl questions about the 
disposal of her baby, and the gossiping of it, is 
turned into inward reflexion and melancholy.'' 

He would have gone on in this tender way, when 
the good lady entered, .and with an inexpressible 
sweetness in her countenance told us, " she had been 
searching her closet for something very good, to 
treat such an old friend as I was." Her husband's 
eyes sparkled with pleasure at the cheerfulness of 
her countenance ; and I saw all his fears vanish in 
an instant. The lady observing something in our 
looks which showed we had been more serious than 
ordinary, and seeing her husband receive her with 
great concern under a forced cheerfulness, imme- 
diately guessed at what we had been talking of; and 
applying herself to me, said, with a smile, ** Mr. 
Bickerstaff, do not believe a word of what he tells 
you, I shall still live to have you for my second, as 
I have often promised you, unless he takes more care 
of himself than he has done since his cominc to 
town. You must know, he tells me that he nnds 
London is a much more healthy place than the coun- 
try; for he sees several of his old acquaintance and 
school-fellows are here ymmg feUows with fair JuU- 
bottomed periwigs, I could scarce keep him this 
morning from going out open-breasted,'' My friend, 
who is always extremely delighted with her agree- 
able humour, made her sit down with us. She did 
it with that easmess which is peculiar to women o^ 
sense; and to Keep up the good humour she ^ 
brought in with her, turned her raillery upor 

2d 2 
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** Mr. Bickerstaff^ you remember you followed me 
one night from the play-house ; suppose you should 
carry me thither to-morrow night, and lead me into 
the front-box.^ This put us into a long field of dis- 
course about the beauties, who were mothers to the 
present, and shined in the boxes twenty years ago. 
I told her, *' I was glad she had transferred so many 
of her charms, and I did not question but her eldest 
daughter was within half a year of being a Toast/' 

We were pleasing ourselves with this fantastical 
preferment of the young lady, when#h a sudden we 
were alarmed with the noise of a drum, and imme- 
diately entered my little godson to give me a point 
of war.* His mother, between laughing and chid- 
ing, would have put him out of the room; but I 
would not part with him so. I found upon conver- 
sation with him, though he was a little noisy in his 
mirth, Jfchat the child had excellent parts, and was a 
great master of all the learning on the other side 
eight years old. I perceived him a very great histo- 
rian in JGsop's Fables : but he frankly declared to 
me his mind, ** that he did not delight in that learn- 
ing, because he did not believe th^y were true :" 
for which reason I found he had very much turned 
his studies, for about a twelvemonth past, into the 
lives and adventures of Don Bellianis of Greece, 
Guy of Warwick, the Seven Champions, and other 
historians of that age. I could not but observe the 
satisfaction the father took in the forwardness of his 
son ; and that these diversions might turn to some 
profit, I found the boy had made remarks which 
might be of service to him during the course of his 
whole life. He would tell you the mismanagements 
of John Hickathrift, find fault with the passionate 
temper in Be vis of Southampton, and loved* Saint 
George for being the champion of En^and ; and by 

* See TatTer^ No. 114; aged 15, here only 8, 
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this means had his thoughts insensibly moulded into 
the notions of discretion^ virtue, and honour. I was 
extolling his accomplishments, when the mother told 
me, ^' that little girl who led me in this morning was 
in her way a better scholar than he. Betty/' says 
she, '' deals chiefly in fairies and sprights ; and some- 
times in a winter-night will terrify the maids with her 
accounts, until they are afraid to go up to bed." 

I sat with them until it was very late, sometimes 
in merry, sometimes in serious discourse, with Hiis 
particular pleasure, which gives the only true relish 
to all conversation, a sense that every one of us liked 
each other. I went home, considering the different 
conditions of a married life and that of a bachelor; 
and I must confess it struck me with a secret con- 
cern, to reflect, that whenever I go off I shall leave 
no traces behind me. In this pensive mood I return 
to my family; that is to say, to my maid, my dog» 
and my cat, who only can be the better or worse for 
what happens to me. 
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Is mihi denmm vivere etfrui animd vtdehir, qvi aUquo negotio 
intentus, praclarifaeinorU out tuiis bonafamam qtuFfiU 

Sail. Bell. Cat. 

In my opinion, he only may be truly said to liye, and enjoy 
his being, who is engaged in some laudable pursuit, and 
acquires a name by some illustrious action, or useful art. 

jFVont my oum Apartment, November 17. 

It has cost me very much care and thought to mar* 
shal and fix the people under their proper denomir' 
dons, and to range them according to their r^r- 
tive characters. These my endeavours ^ 

2d 3 
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received witii unexpected success in one kind, but 
neglected in another : for though I have many readers, 
I have but few converts. This must certainly pro- 
ceed from a false opinion, that what I write is de- 
signed rather to amuse and entertain, than convince 
and instruct. I entered upon my Essays with a de- 
claration that I should consider mankind in quite 
another manner than they had hitherto been repre- 
sented to the ordinary world; and asserted, that 
none but an useful life should be, with me, any life 
at all. But, lest this doctrine should have made 
this small progress towards the conviction of man- 
kind, because it may have appeared to the unlearned 
light and whimsical, I must take leave to unfold the 
wisdom and antiquity of my proposition in these my 
Essays, to wit, that '* every worthless man is a 
dead man." This notion is as old as Pythagoras, 
in whose school it was a point of discipline, that if 
fimong the 'Axoynxoi, or probationers, there were any 
who grew weary of studying to be useful, and re- 
turned to an idle life, they were to regard them as 
dead ; and, upon their departing, to perform their 
obsequies, and raise them tombs, with inscriptions 
to warn others of the like mortality, and quicken 
them to resolutions of refining their souls above that 
wretched state. It is upon a like supposition, that 
young ladies, at this very time, in Roman Catholic 
countries, are received into some nunneries with 
*:heir coffins, and with the pomp of a formal funeral, 
signify, that henceforth they are to be of no fur- 
ber use, and consequendy dead. Nor was Pytha- 
goras himself the first author of this symbol, with 
rhom, and with the Hebrews, it was generally re- 
vived. Much more might be offered in illustration 
3f this doctrine from sacred authority, which I re- 
commend to my reader's own reflection ; who will 
easily recollect, from places which I do not think 
tit to quote here, the forcible manner of applying the 
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words dead and living to men, as they are good or 
bad. 

I have, therefore^ composed the foUowmg scheme 
of existence for the benefit both of the living and the 
dead; though chiefly for the latter, whom I must 
desire to read it with all possible attention. In the^ 
.number of the dead I comprehend all persons, of* 
what title or dignity soever, who bestow most of 
their time in eating and drinking, to support that 
imaginary existence of theirs which they call life ; 
or in dressing and adorning those shadows and ap- 
paritions, which are looked upon by the vulgar as 
real m^i and women. In short, whoever resides in 
the world, without having any business in it, and 
passes away an age without ever thinking on the er- 
rand for which he was sent hither, is to me a dead 
man to all intents and purposes : and I desire that 
he may be so reputed. The living are only those 
that are some way or other laudably employed in 
the improvement of their own minds, or for the ad- 
vantage of others ; and even amongst these, I shall 
only reckon into their lives that part of their time 
which has been spent in the manner above-mentioned. 
By these means, I am afraid we shall find the longest 
lives notto consist of many months, and the greatest 
part of the earth to be quite unpeopled. According 
to this system we may observe, that some men are 
bom at twenty years of age, some at thirty, some at 
threescore, and some not above an hour before they 
die : nay, we may observe multitudes that die with- 
out ever being born, as well as many dead persons 
that fill up the bulk of mankind, and make a better 
figure in the eyes of the ignorant, than those who 
are alive, and in their proper and full state of health. 
However, since there may be many good subjects, 
that pay their taxes, and live peaceably in ~ ' ' 
bitations, who are not yet bom, or faA.y<~ 
this life several years, since, my deiP*' 
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courage both to join thamgeWeB as aoon as possible 
to the number of the living. Foi as I invite the 
former to break forth into being, and become good 
for Bomething ; so I allow the latter a state of resus- 
citation i which I chiefly mention for the sake of & 
person who has lately published an adTertisemeDt, 
with several scuiriloue terms in it, &at do by no 
meana become a dead man to give : it is my depart- 
ed fiiend John Partridge, who concludes the adver- 
tisement of his next year's almanack, with the fol- 
lowing note : 

" Whereas it has been industriously given out by 
Isaac Bickerstaff, Esquire, and others, to prevent 
sale of this year's almanack, that John Partridge is 
dead: this may inform all his loving countrymen, 
that he is still living in health, and they* are knaves 
that reported it otherwise. " J. P." 

/Votn my own Apartment, November VJ. 
When an engineer finds his guns have not had 
their intended efiect, he changes his batteries. I am 
forced at present to take this method ; and instead 
of continuine to write against the singuiaiiW some 
are guilty of in dieir habit and behaviour, I shall 
henceforward desire tiiem to persevere in it ; and not 
only so, but shall take it as a favour of all the cox- 
combs in the town, if they will set marks upon them- 
k selves, anil by some particnlar in their dress show 
kto what class Uiey belong. It would be very obliging 
" «uch persons, who feel in themselves that they 
t of sound understanding, to give the world 
Iptice of it, and spare mankind the pains of finding 
pem out. A cane upon the fifth button shall from 
lenceforth be the type of a Dapper ; red-heeled 
■shoes, and a hat hung upon one side of the head, 
Bahall signify a Smart ; a good periwig tuade into a 
Ktwist, with a brisk cock, sWI speak a Mettled Fel- 
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low ; and an upper lip covered with snuffy denote a 
Coffee-house Statesman. But as it is required that 
all coxcombs hang out their signs, it is on the other 
' hand expected that men of real merit should avoid 
any thing particular in their dress, gait, or behaviour. 
< For, as we old men delight in proverbs, I cannot 
forbear bringing out one on this occasion, '' That 
* good wine needs no bush." I must not leave this 
subject without reflecting on several persons I have 
lately met with, who at a distance seem very terrible ; 
but upon a stricter inquiry into their looks and fea- 
. tures, appear as meek and harmless as any of my 
own neighbours. These are country gentlemen, who 
of late years have taken up a humour of coming to 
town in red coats, whom an arch wag of my ac- 
quaintance .used to describe very well, by calling 
them, " sheep in wolves' clothing.'* I have often 
wondered, that honest gentlemen, who are good 
neighbours, and live quietly in their own posses- 
sions, should take it into their heads to frighten the 
towi) after this unreasonable manner. I shall think 
myself obliged, if they persist in so unnatural a 
dress, notwithstanding any posts they may have in 
the militia, to give away their red coats to any of 
the soldiery who shall think fit to strip them, pro- 
vided the said soldiers can make it appear that they 
belong to a regiment where there is a deficiency in 
the clothing. 

About two days ago I was walking in the Park, 
and accidentally met a rural esquire, clodied in all 
the types above-mentioned, with a carriage and be- 
haviour made entirely out of his own head. He was 
of a bulk and stature larger than ordinary, had a red 
coat, flung open to show a gay calamanco waistcoat. 
His periwig fell in a very considerable bush upon 
each shoulder. His arms naturally swang at an un- 
reasonable distance from his sides ; which, with the 
advantage of a cane that he brandished in a gre' 
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variety of irregular motions^ made it unsafe for any 
one to walk within several yards of him. In litis 
manner he took up the whole Mall^ his spectators 
moving on each side of it, whOst he cocked up his 
hat, and marched directly for Westminster. I can- 
not tell who this gentleman is, but for my comfort, 
may say with the lover in Terence, who lost sight 
of a fine young lady, *' Wherever thou art, thou 
canst not be long concealed." 

St. Jameses Coffee-hauae, November 18. 

By letters from Paris, of the sixteenth, we are in- 
formed that the French king, the princes of the blood, 
and the elector of Bavaria, had lately killed fifty- 
five pheasants. m 

*^* Whereas several have induslxiously spread 
abroad, that I am in partnership with Charles Lillie, 
the perfumer, at the comer of Beaufort-buildings ; 
I must say, with my friend Partridge, that they are 
knaves who reported it. However, since the said 
Charles has promised that all his customers shall be 
mine, ( must desire all mine to be his ; and dare 
answer for him, that if you ask in my name for snuff, 
Hungary or orange water, you shall have the best 
the town affords, at the cheapest rate. 
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JUud maximi rarum est genus eorum^ qui out excellente ingenii 
magnitudine, out praclaru eruditione atque doctrindy out 
utraque re vmati, spatwm deliberandi hwuerunty quern po- 
tissimitm vita cursum seqai veUent, TuLL, Offic. 

There are very few persons of extraordinary genius, or emi- 
nent for learning and other noble endowments, who have 
had sufficient time to consider what particular coarse of life 
they ought to pursue. 

From my own Apartment, November 21. 

Having swept away prodigious multitudes in my 
last paper, and brought a great destruction upon my 
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own species, I must endeavour in this to raise fresh 
recruits, and, if possible, to supply the places of the 
unborn and tbe deceased. It is said of Xeixes, that 
when he stood upon a hill, and saw the whole coun- 
try round him covered with his anny, he burst out 
into tears, to think that not one of that multitude 
would be alive an hundred years after. For my 
part, when I take a survey of this populous city, I 
can scarce forbear weeping, to see how few of its 
inhabitants are now living. It was with this tiiouglit 
that I drew up my last bill of mortality, and endea- 
voured to set out in it the great number of persons 
who have perished by a distemper commonly known 
by the name of idleness, which has long raged in the 
world, and destroys more in every great town than 
the plague has done at Dantzic. To repair the mb- 
chief it has done, and stock the world with a better 
race of mortals, I have more hopes of bringing to life 
those that are young, than of reviving those ^t are 
old. For which reason, I shall here set down that 
noble allegory which was written by an old author 
called ProdicDs, but recommended and embellished 
by Socrates. It is the description of Virtue and 
Pleasure, making their court to Hercules under the 
appearance of two beautiful women. 

When Hercules, says the divine moralist, was in 
that part of his youth, in which it was natural for 
him to consider what course of life he ought to pur- 
sue, he one day retired into a desert, where the si- 
lence and solitude of the place very much favoured 
his meditations. As he was musing on his present 
condition, and verv much perplexed in hinisrlt' oii 
the state of life he should choose, he saw two ivumen 
of a larger stature than ordinary approaching towards 
him. One of them had a very noble air, and grace- 
ful deportment; her beauty was natural and f>~ 
her person clean and unspotted, her eyes cast to 
the ground with an agreeable reserve, her i 
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and behaviour full of modesty, and her raiment as 
white as snow. The other had a great deal of healUi 
and floridness in her countenance, which she had 
helped with an artificial white and red ; and endea- 
voured to appear more graceful 4;han ordinary in her 
mien, by a mixture of affectation in all her gestures. 
She had a wonderful confidence and assurance in her 
loolcs, and all the variety of colours in her dress that 
she thought were most proper to show her complexion 
to an advantage. She cast her eyes upon herself^ 
then turned them on those that were present, to see 
how they liked her, and often looked on the figure 
she made in her own shadow. Upon her nearer 
approach to Hercules, she stepped before the other 
lady, who came forward with a regular composed 
carriage, and running up to him, accosted him after 
die following manner : 

" My dear Hercules,'* says she, <* I find you are 
very much divided in your own thoughts, upon the 
way of life that you ought to choose. Be my friend^ 
and follow me ; I will lead you into the possession 
of pleasure, and out of the reach of pain, and remove 
you from all the noise and disquietude of business. 
The affairs of either war or peace shall have no poller 
to disturb you. Your whole employment shall be, to 
make your life easy, and to entertain every sense vrith 
its proper gratification. Sumptuous tables, beds of 
roses, clouds of perfumes, concerts of music, crowds 
of beauties, are all in readiness to receive you. Come 
along with me into this region of delights, this world 
of pleasure, and bid farewell.for ever to care, to pain, 
to business.'' 

Hercules hearing the lady talk after this manner, 
desired to know her name ; to which she answered, 
'' My friends, and those who are well acquainted 
with me, call me Happiness : but my enemies, and 
those who would injure my reputation, have given 
me the name of Pleasure.'' 



I 
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By this time the other lady was come up, who ad- 
dressed herself to the young hero in a very different 
manner. 

" Herules," says she, " I offer myself to you, 
because I know you are descended from the gods, 
and give proofs of that descent by your love to virtue, 
and application to the studies proper for your age. 
This makes me hope you will gain both for yourself 
and me an inmiortal reputation. But, before I invite 
you into my society and friendship, I will be open 
and sincere with you, and must lay down this as an 
established truth. That there is nothing truly valuable, 
which can be purchased without pains and labour. 
The gods have set a price upon every real and noble 
pleasure. If you would gain the favour of the Deity, 
you must be at the pains of worshipping him ; if the 
mendship of good men, you must study to oblige 
them ; if you would be honoured by your country, 
you must take care to serve it. In short, if you 
would be eminent in war or peace, you must be- 
come master of all the qualifications that can make 
you so. These are the only terms ^ and conditions 
upon which I can propose happiness." The Goddess 
of Pleasure here broke in upon her discourse. " You 
see," said she, ** Hercules, by her own confession, 
the way to her pleasure is long and difficult, whereas 
that which I propose is short and easy." — " Alas !" 
said the other )ady, whose visage glowed with a 
passion made up of scorn and pity, " what are the 
pleasures you propose ? To eat before you are hun- 
gry, drink before you are a-thirst, sleep before you 
are attired, to gratify appetites before they are raised, 
and raise such appetites as nature never planted. 
You never heard the most delicious music, which is 
the praise of one's self; nor saw the most beautiful 
object, which is the work of one's own hands. Your 
votaries pass away their youth in a dream of mis- 

VOL. II. 2 E 
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taken pleasures, while they are hoarding up anguish, 
torment, and remone for old age. 

** As for me, I am the firiend of the gods and of 
good men, an agreeable companion to the artizan, 
an household guardian to the father of families, a 
patron and protector of servants, an associate in all 
true and generous friendships. The banquets of my 
▼otaries are never costly, but always delicious ; for 
none eat or drink at them who are not invited by 
hunger and thirst. Their slumbers are sound, and 
their wakings cheerful. My young men have the 
pleasure of hearing themselves praised by those who 
are in years ; and those who are in years, of being 
honoured by those who are young. In a word, my 
followers are favoured by the gods, beloved by their 
acquaintance, esteemed by their country, an^ after 
the close of their labours, honoured by posterity." 

We know by the life of this memorable hero, to 
which of these two heroes he gave up his heart; and 
I believe, every one who reads this will do him the 
justice to approve of his choice. 

I very much admire the speeches of these ladies, 
as containing in them the cmef arguments for a life 
of virtue, or a life of pleasure, that could enter into 
the thoughts of an heathen; but am particularly 
pleased with the different figures he gives the two 
goddesses. Our modem authors have represented 
Pleasure or Vice with an alluring face, but ending 
in snakes and monsters. Here she appears in all the 
charms of beauty, though they are all false and 
borrowed: and by that means composes a vision 
entirely natural and pleasing. 

I have translated this allegory for the benefit of 
the youth of Great Britain ; and particularly of those 
who are still in the deplorable state of non-existence, 
and whom I most earnestly entreat to come into the 
'Worldh Let my embrios show the least inclination 
to any single virtue, and I shall allow it to be a 
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fitrugffling towards birth. I do not expect of them 
that, like the hero in the foregoing story» they should 
go about as soon as they are bom, with a club in 
^eir hands, and a lion's skin on their shoulders, to 
root out monsters, and destroy tyrants ; but, as the 
finest author of all antiquity has said upon this very 
occasion, though a man has not the abilities to dis- 
tinguish himself in the most shining parts of a great 
character, he has certainly the capacity of being just, 
faithful, modest, and temperate. 



N^ 08. THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 24, 1709. 

From my own Apartment y November 23. 

I READ the following letter, which was left for me 
this evening, with very much concern for the lady's 
condition who sent it, who expresses the state of her 
mind with great frankness, as all people ought who 
talk to their physicians. 

** Mr. Bickerstaff, 

** Though you are stricken in years, and have had 
gpreat experience in the world, I believe you will say, 
there are not frequently such difficult occasions to 
act in with decency, as those wherein I am en- 
tangled. I am a woman in love, and that you will 
allow to be the most unhappy of all circumstances in 
human life. Nature has formed us with a strong 
reluctance against owning such a passion, and cus- 
tom has made it criminal in us to make advances. 
A gentleman, whom I will call Fabio, has the 
entire possession of my heart. I am so intimately 
acquainted with him, tiiat he makes no scruple of 
communicating to me an ardent affection he has for 
Cleora, a friend of mine, who also makes me ^ 
confident Most part of my life I am in c^^~ 

2e2 
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with the one or the other, and am always enter- 
tained with his passion, or her triumph. Cleora is 
one of those lames, who think they are virtuous, if 
they are not guilty ; and, without any delicacy of 
choice, resolves to take the best offer which shall be 
made to her. With this prospect she puts off* de- 
claring herself Jn favour of Fabio, until she sees 
what lovers will fall into her snares, which she lays 
in all public places, with all the art of gesture and 
glances. This resolution she has herself told me. 
Though I love him better than life, I would not 
gain him by betraying Cleora ; or committing such 
a trespass against modesty, as letting him know my- 
self that I love him. You are an astrologer, "what 
shall I do ? 

Diana Doubtful.'* 

This lady has said very justly, that the condition 
of a woman in love is of all others the most mise- 
rable. Poor Diana ! how must she be racked with 
jealousy, when Fabio talks of Cleora ! how with in- 
dignation, when Cleora makes a property of Fabio ! 
A female lover is in the condition of a ghost, that 
wanders about its beloved treasure, without power 
to speak, until it is spoken to. I desire Diana to 
continue in this circumstance ; for I see an eye of 
comfort in her case, and will take all proper mea- 
sures to extricate her out of this unhappy game of 
cross-purposes. Since Cleora is upon the catch with 
her charms, and has no particular regard for Fabio, 
I shall place a couple of special fellows in her way, 
who shall both address to her, and have each a bet- 
ter estate than Fabio. They are both already taken 
-vrith her, and are preparing for being of her retinue 
the ensuing winter. 

To women of this worldly turn, as I apprehend 
Oleora to be, we must reckon backward in our com- 
putation of merit; and when a fair lady thinks only 
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of making her spouse a conyenieiit domestic^ the 
Hotion of worth and value is altered, and the lover 
is the more acceptable, the less he is considerable. 
The two I shall throw into the way of Cleora are 
Orson Thicket and Mr Walter Wisdom. Orson is 
a huntsman, whose father's death, and some diffi- 
culties about legiicieS) brought him out of the woods 
to town last November. He was at that time one 
of those country savages, who despise the softness 
they meet in town and court ; and professedly show 
their strength and roughness in every motion and 
gesture, in scorn of our bowing and cringing. He 
was, at his first appearance, very remarkable for 
that jnece of good breeding, peculiar to natural Bri- 
tons, to wit, defiance; and showed every one he 
met he was as good & man as he. But, in the midst 
of all his fierceness, he would sometimes attend the 
discourse of a man of sense, and look at the charms 
of a beauty, with his eyes and mouth open. He 
was in this posture when, in the beginning of last 
December, he was shot by Cleora from a side-box« 
From that moment he softened into humanity, forgot 
his dogs and horses, and now moves and speaks with 
civility and address. 

Wat. Wisdom, by the death of an elder brother, 
came to a great estate, when he had proceeded just 
far enough in his studies to be very impertinent, 
and at the years when the law gives him possession 
of his fortune, and his own constitution is too warm 
for the muiagement of it. Orson is learning to 
fence and dance, to please and fight for his mistress ; 
and Walter preparmg fine horses, and a jingling 
chariot to encnant her. All persons concerned will 
appear at the next opera, where will begin the wild- 
goose chase ; and I doubt Fabio wUl see himself so 
overlooked for Orson or Walter, as to turn his <* 
on the modest passion and becominff languor ' 
countenance of Diana; it being my desic^ 

2E3 
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with the art of love, all those who preserve the- sin- 
cere passion of it. 

WilTi Coffee-home, Nocembw 23. 

An ingenious and worthy gentleman, my ancient 
friend, fell into discourse with me this evening upon 
the force and efficacy which the writings of good 
poets have on the minds of theii intelligent readers ; 
and recommended to me his sense of the matter, 
thrown together in the following manner, which he 
desired me to communicate to the youth of Great 
Britain in my Essays, I choose to do it in his own 
words : 

" I have always been of (pinion," says he, " that 
virtue sinks deepest into the heart of man, when it 
comes recommended by the powerful charms of 
poetry. The most active principle in our mind is 
the imagination ; to it a good poet makes his court 

Serpetually, and by this faculty takes care to gain it 
rat Our passions and inclinations come over next ; 
and our reason surrenders itself with pleasure ia 
the end. Thus tiie whole soul is insensibly betrayed 
into morality, by bribing the fancy with beautiful 
and agreeable imaees of those very things that in 
the books of the pnitosophers appear austere, and 
have at the best but i^ xind of forbidding aspect 
Id a word, the poets do, as it were, strew the rough 
paths of virtue so full of flowers, that we are not 
sensible of the uneasiness of them ; and imagine our- 
" flelvts in the midst of pleasures, and the most be- 
iritchiiig allurements, at the time we are making 
rogros3 in the severest duties of life. 
" All men agree, that licentious poems do, of all 
ritititr3,aoonest corrupt the heart And why should 
^e not be as universally persuaded, that the grave 
pod serious performances of such as write in the 
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J If, therefore, I were blessed with a son, in order 

to the forming of his manners, which is making him 
truly my i»on, I should be continually putting into 
his hand some fine poet. The graceful sentences, 
and the manly sentiments, so frequently to be met 
I with in every great and sublime writer, are, in my 

^ judgment, the most ornamental and valuable furni- 

ture that can be for a young gentleman's head ; me- 
thinks they show like so much rich embroidery upon 
the brain. Let me add to this, that humanity and 
tenderness, without which there can be no true 
greatness in the mind, are inspired by the Muses in 
such pathetic language, that all we find in prose 
authors towards the raising and improving of these 
passions is, in comparison, but cold or lukewarm at 
the best. There is besides a certain elevation of 
soul, a sedate magnanimity, and a noble turn of 
virtue, that distinguishes Uie hero from the plain 
honest man, to which verse can only raise us. The 
bold metaphors, and sounding numbers, peculiar to 
the poets, rouse up all our sleeping faculties, and 
alarm the whole powers of the soul, much like that 
excellent trumpeter mentioned by Virgil : 

Quo non prastantior otter 

JEre eiere «tro<, Martemque aceendere cantu. 

ViRO. iEN. vi. 165. 



None 80 renown'd 



With breathing brass to kindle fierce alanns. 

Drtden. 

'' I fell into this train of thinking this evening, 
upon reading a passage in a masque writ by Milton^ 
where two brothers are introduced seeking their 
sister, whom they had lost in a dark night and 
thick wood. One of the brokers is apprehensive 
lest the wandering virgin should be overpowered with 
fears, through the darkness and loneliness of the 
time and place. This gives the other occasion to 
make the following reflections, which, as 1 read 
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tbem, made me forset my age, and renewed in me 
the warm desires after virtue, so natural to uncor- 
rupted youth : 

'' I do not think my sister so to seek, 

Or so unprincipled in virtue's book. 

And the sweet peace tiiat goodness bosoms ever. 

As that the single want of light and noise 

(Not being in danger, as I trust she is not) 

Could stir the constant mood of her caJm thoughts. 

And put them into misbecoming plight. 

Virtue could see to do what Virtue would 

By her own radiant light, though sun and moon 

Were in the flat sea sunk. And Wisdom's self 

Oft seeks to sweet retired solitude : 

Where, with her best nuise, Contemplation, 

She plumes her feathers, and lets grow her wings. 

That in the rarious busde of resort 

Were all too ruffled, and sometimes impair'd : 

He that has light within his own clear breast, 

May sit i' th' centre, and e^joy bright day : 

But that hides a dark soul and foiU thoughts, 

Benighted widks under the mid-day sun ; 

Himself is his own dungeon.'^ 



N*^ 99. SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 26, 1709. 

iSjptra^ Tngia^ boHs et feliciter audet, 

HoR. 2 Ep. i. IM. 
He, fortunately bold, breathes true sublime. 

WUTs Coffee-home, November 25. 
I HAVE been this evening recollecting what pas- 
sages, since I could first thinJk» have left the stroiig- 
est impressions upon my mind ; and, after strict in- 
quiry, I am convinced that the impulses I have 
received from theatrical representations have had a 
greater effect than otherwise would have been 
wrought in me By the little occurrences of my private 
life ! My old friends, Har^ ^he onehg 
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skUl and art, never failed 
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such ideas as affected my behaviour, and made me 
insensibly more courteous and humane to my friends 
and acquaintances. It is not the business of a good 
play to make every man an hero; but it certainly 
gives him a livelier sense of virtue and merit, than 
he had when he entered the theatre. 

This rational pleasure, as I always call it, has for 
many years been very little tasted ; but I am glad to 
find that the' true spirit of it is reviving again 
amongst us, by a due regard to what is represented, 
and by supporting only one playhouse. It has been 
within the observation of the youngest amongst 
us, that while there were two houses, they did not 
outvie each other by such representations as tended 
to the instruction and ornament of life, but by in- 
troducing mimical dances, and fulsome buffooneries. 
For when an excellent tragedy was to be acted in 
one house, the ladder-dancer carried the whole town 
to the other. Indeed such an evil as this must be 
the natural consequence of two theatres, as certainly 
as that there are more who can see than can think. 
Every one is sensible of the danger of the fellow on 
the ladder, and see his activity in coming down 
safe ; but venr few are judges of the distress of 
an hero in a play, or of his manner of behaviour in 
those circumstances. Thus, to please the people, 
two houses must entertain them with what they can 
understand, and not with things which are designed 
to improve their understanding : and the readiest 
way to gain good audiences must be, to offer such 
things as are most relished by the crowd ; that is to 
say, immodest action, empty show, or impertinent 
activity. In short, two houses cannot hope to sub* 
sist, but by means which are contradictory to the 
very institution of a theatre in a well-governed 
kingdom. 

I have ever ^n^this sense of the thing, and for 

^d that my ancient coeval 
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friend of Drury-laae, though he had sold off most 
of his moveables^ still kept possession of his palace; 
and trembled for him, when he had lately like to 
have been taken by a stratagem. There have, for 
many ages, been a certain learned sort of unlearned 
men in this nation called attorneys^ who have taken 
upon them to solve all difficulties by increasing 
them, and are called upon to the assistance of aU 
who are lazy, or weak of understanding. The inso- 
lence of a ruler of this pcdace made him resign the 
possession of it to the management of my above- 
mentioned friend Divito.* Divito was too naodest 
to know when to resign it, until he had the opinion 
and sentence of the law for his removali Both 
these in length of time were obtained against him ; 
but as the great Archimedes defended Syracuse with 
so powerful engines, that if he threw a rope or piece 
of wood over the wall, the enemy fled; so Divitp 
had wounded all adversaries wiUi so much skill, 
that men feared even to be in the right against him. 
For this reason the lawful ruler sets up an attorney 
to expel an attorney, and chose a name dreadful to 
the stage, who only seemed able to beat Divito out 
of his entrenchments. 

On the twenty-second instant, a night of public 
rejoicing, the enemies of Divito made a largess to 
the people of faggots, tubs, and other combustible 
matter, which was erected into a bonfire before the 
palace. Plentiful cans were at the same time dis- 
tributed among the dependencies of that principality; 

* This and the following paragraph refer to a transaction 
between William Collier, Esq. and Christopher Rich, Esq. 
two lawyers, of which there is here given a rery ludicroaa 
account. 

Rich was the patentee of Drnry-lane Threatre, when Collier, 
having first obtained a licence to head a company of players, 
procured next a lease of Drury-lane play-house, from th« 
landlords of it, and under this authority, by the help of a 
hired rabble, he forcibly expelled Rich and got possesiioii. 
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and the artful rival of Divito, observing them pre- 
pared for enterprize, presented the lawful owner of 
the neighbouring edifice, and showed his deputation 
under him. War immediately ensned upon the 
peaceful empire of Wit and the Muses ; the Goths 
and Vandals sacking Rome did not threaten a more 
barbarous devastation of arts and sciences. But 
when they had forced their entrance, the experienced 
Divito had detached all his subjects, and evacuated 
all his stores. The neighbouring inhabitants report, 
that the refuse of Divito's followers marched on the 
night before, disguised in magnificence; door- 
keepers came out clad like cardinals, and scene- 
drawers like heathen gods. Divito himself was 
wrapped up in one of his black clouds, and left to 
the enemy nothing but an empty stage, full of trap- 
doors, known only to himself and his adherents. 

« • • • • , 

From my own ApartmeiU, NovenUfer 25. 

I have already taken gpreat pains to inspire notions 
of honour and virtue into the people of this kingdom, 
and used all gentle methods imaginable, to bring 
those who are dead in idleness, folly, and pleasure, 
into life, by applying themselves to learning, wisdom, 
and industry. 6ut, since fair means are ineffectual, 
I must [proceed to extremities, and shall give my 
good friends, the company of upholders full power 
to bury all such dead as they meet with, who are 
within my former descriptions of deceased persons. 
In the mean time the following remonstrance of that 
corporation I take to be very just. 

<< From our office near the Hay-market, Nov. 2S« 

« Worthy Sir, 
'* Upon reading your Tatler on Saturday last, by 
which we received the agreeable news of so many 
deaths, we immediatelv ordered in a considerable 
quanti^ of blacks ; and our servants have wroug* 
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night and day ever since, to furnish out the neces- 
saries for these deceased. But so it is. Sir, that of 
this vast number of dead bodies, tliat go putrefying 
up and down the streets, not one of them has come 
to ua to be buried. Though we should be loth to be 
any hindrance to oui good friends the physicians, yet 
we cannot but take notice what infection her Majes- 
ty's subjects are liable to from the horrible stench of 
so many corpses. Sir, we will not detain yoii; our 
case in short is this ; here are we embarked in this 
undertaking for the public good : now, if people 
should be suffered to go on unburied at this rate, 
there is an end of the ufefullest manufacturers and 
handicrafts of the kingdom : for where wilt be your 
sextons, cofiin-makers, and plumbers? what will 
become of your embalmers, epitaph- mongers, and 
chief-mourners? We are loth to drive this matter 
any further, though we tremble at the consequences 
of it : for if it stmll be left to every dead man's dis- 
cretion not to be buried till he sees his time, no man 
can say where that will end ; but this much we will 
take upon us to affinu, that such a toleration will 
be intolerable. 

" What would make us easy in this matter is no 
more, but that your worship would be pleased to 
issue out your orders to ditto Dead to repair forth- 
with to our office, in order to their interment ; where 
constant attendance shall be given to treat with all 
persons according to their quality, and the poor to 
be buried for nothing : and for the convenience ol 
such persons as are willing enough to be dead, but 
that they are afraid their friends and relations should 
know it, we have a back-door into Warwick-street, 
from whence they may be interred with all secrecy 
imaginable, and without loss of time or hindrance ol 
business. But in case of obstinacy, for we would 
gladly make a thorough riddance, we desire a fur- 
ther power from your worship, to take up siicb 
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deceased as shall not have complied with your first 
orders, whenever we meet them : and if mer that 
there shall be complaints of any person so offending, 
let them lie at our doors. We are your worship's 

until death. 

" The master and company of Upholders. 

" P. S. We are ready to give in our printed pro- 
posals at large ; and if your worship approves of 
our undertaking, we desire the following advertise- 
ment may be inserted in your next paper: 

'' Whereas a commission of interment has been 
awarded against Doctor John Partridge, phihmath, 
professor of physic and astrology ; and whereas the 
said Partridge hath not. surrendered himself, nor 
shown. cause to the contrary; these are to certify, 
that the company of Upholders will proceed to bury 
him from Cordwainer's-hall, on Tuesday the twenty- 
ninth instant, where any six of his surviving friends 
who still believe him to be alive, are desired to come 
prepared to hold up the pall. 

" Note ; we shall light away at six in the eventog, 
there being to be a sermon." 
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Jam redit et VirgOy redennt Shtwrnia regna, 

ViRO. Eel. rV. ver. 6. 
Returning jastice brings a golden age. R* W. 

Sheer-Ltmey November 28. 

I WAS last week taking a solitary walk in the garden 
of Lincoln's-Inn (a favour that is indulged me by 
several of the benchers, who are my intimate friends, 
and grown old with me in this neighbourhood) 
when, according to the nature of men in years, who 
VOL. II, 2 w 
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have mode but little progreBS in the adTancement 
tbeir fortune or tfaeir fame, I was repining at ti 
sudden rise of many persons who are my junior 
and indeed at the unequal distribution of wealt 
honour, and other blessings of life. Iwaslostintfa 
thought when the night came upun me, and drew m 
mind into a far more agreeable contemplation, Tl 
heaven above me appeared in all its glories, and pn 
ssnted mo with such an hemisphere of stars, as miad 
the most agreeable prospect imaginable to one yrh 
delights in . the study of nature. It happened to I 
a freezing B>ght, which had purified Ihe whole bod 
<^ writtto SHch'Bbrightti^s|nrent tether, as mad 
every constellation nsible; and at the same time gar 
such a particidar glnwimg to the stars , that I thougl: 
it tfaerioheat-Hky 1 had>even seen. I could not be 
bold a scene so^^anderfully adorned and tigliled u[i 
if I may be aUxmed thei expression, withowt suita 
ble mediutions oittiie author of suchilhtstrioDs an 
unaiing objects ; for on'tfaese occasions, philosoph 
suggests motives to religimii and religion add 
pteasnre tO'plnh»ophy.- 

Aa soon as I had recovered my usual tamper aw 
serenity of soul, I retired to my lodgings with thi 
satisfaction of havingposaed away a few hours in tbi 
proper employment of reasonable creatures; ani 

?romising myself that my slumbers woyld be sweet 
no sooner fell into them, but I dreamed a dream 
or saw a vision, for, I know not wluch to call it, tha 
seemed to rise out of my evening meditation, anc 
had something in it so solemn and serious, that ] 
cannot forbear communicating it : though, I musi 
confess, the wildness of imagination, which in t 
dream is always loose «nd irregnlar, discovers itselj 
too much in several parts of it. 

Methought I saw the satne azure sky diversified 
with the same glcmous 'luminaries' which had enter- 
tuned me a litUe before I ffeU aslfeep. I was look- 
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ing very attentively on that sign in the heavens 
which is called by the name of the Balance, when, 
on a sudden, there appeared in it an extraordinary 
light, as if the sun should rise at midnight. By (to 
increasing in breadth and -lustre, I soon found that 
It approached towards the- earth ; and at len^^ 
could discern something like a shadow hovering in 
the midst of a great glory, which in a little time after 
I distinctly perceived to be the figure of a woman. 
I fancied at first it might have been the angel or in- 
teiligenoe tiiat guided the constellation from which 
it descended ; but, upon a nearer view, I saw about 
her all the emblems with which the goddess of jus« 
tice is usually described. Her countenance was 
unspeakably awful and majestic, but exquisitely 
beautiful to those whose ^eyes were strong enough to 
behold it; her smiles transported with rapture, her 
frowns terrified to despair. She held in her hand a 
mirror^ endowed with the same qualities as that 
which the painters put into the hand of truth. 

There streamed ftrom it a light, which distinguished 
itself from all the splendors that surrounded her, 
more than a flash <» lightning shines in the day- 
light. As she moved it in her hand, it brightened 
the heavens, the air, or the earth. When she had 
descended so low as to be seen and heard by mor- 
tals, to make the pomp of her appearance more sup- 
portable, she threw darkness ana clouds about her, 
that tempered the light into a thousand beautifid 
shades and colours, and multiplied that lustre, which 
was before too strong and dazzling, into a variety of 
milder glories. 

In the mean time, the world was in an alarm, and 
all the inhabitants of it gathered together upon a 
spacious plain : so that I seemed to have the whole 
species before my eyes. A voice was heard from 
the clouds, declaring the intention of this visit, 
which was to restore and appropriate to every one 

2;^ 2 
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living what was his due. The fear and hope, joy 
:iiid sorrow, which appeared ia Ibat ^eat as- 
Eembly, after this solemn declaration, are not to 
be expressed. The first edict was then pro- 
nounced, "That all titles and claims ta riches and 
estates, or any part of them, should be immediately 
vested in the rightful owner." Upon this the in- 
habitants of the eartJi held up the instruments of theii 
ii'iiure, whether in parchment, paper, wax, or any 
other form of conveyance; and as the goddess 
moved the mirror of truth which she held in her hand, 
so diat the light which flowed from it fell upon the 
multitude, they examined the several instruments by 
the beams of it. The rays of this mirror had a par- 
ticular quality of setting fire to all forgery and fedse- 
hood. The blaze of papers, the melting of seals 
und . crackling of parchments, made a very odd 
Kcene, The fire very often ran through twoor Uiree 
liaes only, and then stopped. Though I could nol 
hut observe that the flames chiefly broke out among 
tlie interlineations and codicils ; the light of the 
mirror, as it was turned up and down, pierced intc 
ull the dark corners and recesses of the universe, and 
by that means detected many writings aud records 
which had been hidden or buried by time, chance. 
or design. This occasioned a wonderful revolutioc 
among the people. At the same time the spoils ol 
<^xtortion, ftaud, and robbery, with all the fruits ol 
bribery and corruption, were thrown together into s 
prodigious pile that almost reached to the clouds, 
iind was called, "The mount of restitution;" t« 
which all injured persons were invited, to receive 
nhat belonged to them. 

One might sec crowds of people in tattered gar- 
ments come up, and change clothes with others that 
were dressed with lace and embroidery. Several 
who were Plumbt, or very near it, became of 
nioderat« fortunes; and many others,. who wera 
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oyergrown in wealth and possessions, had no murd 
left than what they usually spent. What moyed my 
concern most was> to see a certain street of the 
greatest credit in Europe from one end to the other 
become bankrupt. 

The next command was, for the whole body of 
mankind to separate themselves into their proper 
families ; which was no sooner done ; but an edict 
was issued out, requiring all children **to repair to 
their true and natural fathers." This put a great 
part of the i^ssembly in motion ; for as the. mirror 
was moved over them, it inspired every one with 
such a natural instinct, as directed them to their real 
parents. It was a very melancholy spectacle to «ee 
the fathers of very large families become childless, 
and batchelors undone by a charge of sons and 
daughters. You might see a presumptive heir of a 
great estate ask blessing of his coachman, and. a 
celebrated toast paying her duty to a valet de /sham- 
bre. Many under the vow of cefibacVf ■appeared 
surrounded with a numerous issue. This change of 
parentage would have caused great lamentation, but 
that the calamity was pretty common; and that 
'generally those who lost their children, had the satis- 
'fe,ction of seeing them put into ^ the hands of their 
dearest friends. Men were no sooner settled in 
their right to their possessions and Iheir progeny, 
but there was a third order proclaimed, '^ That all 
the posts of dignity and honour in the universe 
should be conferred upon persmis of the greatest 
merit, abilities, and perfection." The handsome, the 
strong, and the wealthy, immediately pressed for- 
ward ; but, not being able to bear the splendor of 
the mirror, which played upon their faces, they im- 
mediately fell back among the crowd; but -as :die 
goddess tried the multitude by her glass, as the ea^le 
does its young ones by the lustre of the sun, it was 
remarkable, that every one turned away his face 

.2 f3 
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rrum it, who had not Jistingiuiglied himself eitberb 
virtue, knotrledge, or capacity in business, eitht 
military or civil. This select assembly was draw 
uj) in the centre of s prodigious multitude, wluc 
was diffuaed on all sides, and stood observing tlien 
as idle ^ople used to gatber about a regiment (ht 
are exercising their arms. They were drawn upi 
three bodies; io the first, were the men of virtui 
in the second, men of knowledge, and. in the tbin 
the men of business.' It was impossible to looii 
the first column without a secret veneration, tha 
aspects were so sweetened with humanity, raise 
witli contemplation, emboldened with resolution, an 
adorned with the most agreeable airs, which ar 
ihone that proceed from secret habits of virtue, 
could not but take notice, that there were maa 
faces among them which were unknown, not only* 
the multitude, but even to several of their owi 

In the second column, consisting of the men » 
knowledge, there had been great disputes before the; 
fell into ranks, which they did not do at last, fitb- 
out the positive command of the goddess who pK- 
sided over the assembly. She had so ordered il 
that men of the greatest genius and strongest sense, 
were placed at the head of the column. Behirni 
these were such as had formed their m'lads reiy 
inuch on the thoughts and writings of others, l" 
the rear of the column were men who had more w' 
than sense, or more learning than understandiag- 
All living authors of any value were ranged in on* 
of these classes; but I must confess, I was "fy 
Tiuch surprised to see a great body of edit»fs> 
'Critics, commentators, and grammarians, meet wJtb^" 
very ill a. reception. They had fonned themselves 
into a body, and with a great deal of arrogance ae- 
HiHiided the first station in (he column of knowleaS^'- 
but the goddess, instead of complying with their le- 
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quest, clapped them all into liveries, and bid lliciu 

know themaelTes for no other but lacquies of ihe 

learned. 

The third column were men of business, and con- 
sisted of persons in military and civil capacities. 
The former marched out from the rest, and placed 
themselves in the front; at which the others shook 
their heads at them, but did not think 6t to dispute 
the post with them. I could not but make several 
observations upon this last column of people ; but I 
have certain private reasons why I do not think fit 
to communicate them to the public. In order to fill 
up all the posts of honour, oiainity, and profit, there 
was a draught made out of each column of men who 
were masters of all three qualifications in some de- 
gree, and were preferred to stations of the first rank. 
The second draught was made out of such as were 

Sossessed of any two of the qualifications, who were 
isposed of in stations of a second dignity. Those 
who were left, and were endowed only with one of 
ihem, had their suitable posts. When this was over, 
there remained many places of trust and profit un- 
filled, for which there were fresh draughts made out 
of the surrounding multitude, who had any appear- 
ance of these exellencies, or were recommended by 
those who poBsessed them in reality. 

All were surprised to see so many new faces in 
the most eminent dignities; and for my own part, I 
was very well pleased to see that all my friends 
either kept their present post», or were advanced to 
higher. 

Having filled my paper with those |>iLrlicTiliUH o( 
my yision which concern the male part •>( njniikind, 
I must reserve for another occasion Uit spijutl of i* 
which relates to the fair sex. 
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NMOl. THURSDAY. DECEMBER 1. 170». 



Itat «bn« tke common soffnage cnnroM bi« easae. 
And broke the benchei with t^ii loud api^aaae ; 
His Moae had lUuVd, had not ■ piece nuread, 
A nd br a playeT bonght, ■Dpplr'd her bread. 

Dmrsm. 

From My ohm Apartment, Nmxmber 30. 

The piogiesB of my intended account of irbu 
happcoed when Justice visited mortals, is atptes«M 
itiUrrupted by the obfietration and sense of &o in- 
jii^tire gainst which there is no remedy, even in a 
kiii^ilom more happy in the care taken of the liberty 
an<l property of the subject, than any othei n^oo 
upon earth. This iniquity is committed by a 
must impTOgnable set of mortals, men who aze 
roiriies within die law; and in the very conunis- 
.sLi)[j iif what they are guil^ of, professedly own 
t.hut they forbear no injury, but &om the terror 
of liciug punished for it. These, nuscreants are a 
sii\, of wretches we authors call pirates, who print 
iiriy buolf, poem, or sennon, as soon as it appears in 
thii world, in a smaller volume, and sell it, as all 
oliicr thieves do stolen goods, at a cheaper rate. , I 
was in my rage calling them rajtcals, plunderers, 
robbers, highwaymen. But they acknowledged all 
that, oaA are pleased with those, as well as any 
other titles; nay, will print them themselves to turn 
the peony.* 

I am extremely at a loss how to act against such 
open enemies, wno have not shame enough to be 
touclK.'d with our reproaches, and are as well de- 
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fended against what we can say as what we can do. — 
Railingy therefore, we must turn into complaint 
which I cannot forbear making, when I consider that 
all the labours of my long life may be disappointed. 
by the first man that pleases to rob me. I had flat- 
tered myself, that my stock of learning was worth 
a hundred and fifty pounds per annum, which would 
very handsomely maintam me and my little family,, 
who are so happy, or so wise, as to want only neces- 
saries. Before men had come up to this bare-faced 
impudence, it was an estate to have a competency 
of understanding. 

An ingenious droll, who is since dead (and indeed 
it is well for him he is so, for he must have starved 
had he lived to this day), used to give me an account 
of his good husband)^ in the management of his 
learning. He was a general dealer, and had his. 
amusements, as well comical as serious. The merry 
rogue said, '< When he wanted a dinner, he writ a 
paragraph of Table Talk, and his bookseller upon 
sight paid the reckoning." He was a very good 
judge of what would please the people, and could 
aptly hit both the genius of his readers and the 
season of the year in his writings. His brain, 
which was his estate, had as regular a different pro- 
duce as other men's land. From the beginning of 
November until the opening of the campaign, he 
writ pamphlets and letters to members of parliament, 
or friends in the country. But some times he would 
reheve his ordinary readers with a murder, and lived 
comfortably a week or two upon ''strange and 
lamentable accidents." A little before the armies, 
took the field, his way was to open your atten- 
tion with a prodigv ; and a monster, well writ, was 
two guineas the lowest price. This prepared his 
readers for his " great and bloody news," from 
Flanders, in June and July. Foor Tom ! he i- 
goner^ But I observed, he always looked w 
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after a battle, and was apparently fatter in a figfatin) 
year. Had this honest careless fellow lived unti 
DOW, famine had stared him in the face, and inter 
rapted hii merriment : as it nnst be a solid ttfflictioi 
to all those whose pen is their portion. 

As for my part, I do not speak wholly for nc] 
own sake in this point : for palmistry and astoolog^ 
will brin^ me in greater gains than these my papers 
so diat I am only in the condition of a lawyer, ^hc 
leaves die bar for chamber-practice. HoweTOr, ] 
may be allowed to apeak in tin cause of learning; it- 
self, and lament that a liberal education is the«Dlj 
one which a polite nation makes nnprofitefale. All 
mechanical aitizans are aHowedto reap the fruit ot 
dieir invention and ingenuity without invasion ; bul 
he that has separated himself from the rest of man- 
kind, and studied the wonders of the creation^ the 
goremment of his passions, and the rerolutiona «f 
the world, and has iin ambition to communicate the 
effect of half his life spent in such noble enquiries, 
has no property in what be is willing to- produce, 
but is exposed to robbery and want, with this me- 
lancholy and just reflection, that he is the only man 
who is not protected by his country, at the same 
time that he best deserves it. According to the or- 
dinary rules of computation, (he greater the adren- 
ture is, the greater ought to be die profit of those 
who succeed in it; and by this measure, none have 
pretence of taming their labours to greater advantage 
than persons brought up to letters. A learned edu- 
cation, passing through great schools and universi- 
ties, is very expensive ; and consumes a moderate 
fortune, before it is gone through in its proper forms. 
The purchase of an handsome commission or employ- 
ment, which would give a man a good figure in ano- 
ther kind of life, is to be made at a much cheaper 
rate. Now, if we consider this expensive Toyi^ 
which is undertaken in the search of knowledgei and 
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liow few there sre who take in any considerable mer- 
chandize, how less frequent it is^ to be able to turn 
what men haye gained into profit ; how hard it is, 
tkat ike yery small number who < are distinguished 
wkh abilities to know how to vend tiieir wares, and 
faaye the good' fortune to bring them into {M>rt, should 
suffer being phmdered by priyateers under the yery 
cannon that ought jlo^pcotect. them! The most emi«- 
nent and useful author- of the age we liye in, after 
baying laid out a princely reyenue in works of cha- 
rity and beneficence, as became the greatness of his 
mind, and the sanctity of his character, would haye 
left the person in the w<nrld who was the dearest to 
him, .in a' narrow condition^ had not the sale of his 
ifluAoartal writings bpou^^t her in a yery considerable 
dswiy ;: thdugh it was impossible ior it to be equal 
to their yalueu Eyery cmti wiil know;^ :that I Jtere 
mean the worka of the late archbishop of Canter- 
bmyA the ec^y of which was sold forttworthousand 
five hundred pounds. . 

• I da not apeak with relation . to- any: party; but it 
haa happened, and may often so hajpipen, that men 
of great learning and yirtue cannot qualify ihemselyes 
for being, empkrred- in bu^ness, or receiying prefer- 
ments. In this case, you cut.Uiem off-firom all 8i^<- 
port, if you take from them the benefit thstmay arise 
from their writings. '. For my own part, iJiaye 
brought mys^ to consider thkigs in- so unpisejttdiced 
a manner, diat I esteem more a man.wbK) •can liye 
by the products of his understandiiig, than one .who 
does it by the fayour of great men* 

The zeal of an author has transported me. thus far, 
though I think myself as much concerned in .the ca- 
pacity of a reader. If this .practice goes on, we 
must neyer expect to see again a beautiful edition of 
a book in Great Britain. 

We haye already seen the Memoirs of Sir William 

Dr. John Tillotson. 
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Teniplei publiahed in the same character and tc 
lunie with the History of Tom Thumb, and the worh 
of uiir greatest poets shruak into penny-books an 
garlands. For my own part, I expect to see m 
Lucubrations printed on bionner paper thaa tbe 
are at present, and, if the humour continnes, mui 
be forced to retrench my expensive way of liviii| 
and not amoke above two pipes a day. 

',' Mr. Charles Lillie, perfumer, at the corn* 
of Beaufort- Buildings, has informed me, that X ai 
obli^red to aeveiul of my customers for coming to hi 
slicijj upon my recommendation ; and has also give 
mc t'lirtber assurances of his upright dealing with a 
wlio shall be able to make use of my name to him 
1 acknowledge this favour, and have, for the sei 
vice nf my friends, who frequent his shop, used th 
forct of magical powers to add value to his warei 
By my knowledge in the secret operations of nature 
I !)ave made his powders, perfumed and plain, havi 
tin: same effect as love-powder, to all who are toi 
uiiicli enamoured to do more than dress at their mis 
Mosses. His amber, orange-flower, musk, and ci 
vet-\'iolet, put only into an handkerchief, shall hav< 
tilt same eSect toward an honourable lover's wishes 
■AS if he bad been wrapped in his mother's smock 
^t'!lsll-balls perfumed, camphired, and plain, shall 
restore complexions to that degree, that a country 
fox-hunter, who uses them, shall, in a week's time, 
look with a courtly and affable paleness, without 
usintr the bagnio or capping. 

. N. B. Mr. Lillie has snuffii, Barcelona, Sevil, 
Musty, Plain, and, Spanish, which may be taken 
by a young beginner without danger of sneezing. 

Sheer-Lane, Not. SO, 
i4^y Whereas several walking dead persons ar- 
rived within the bills of inortali^. before and lipcft 
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the fifteenth instant, haying been informed of my 
warrant given to the company of Upholders, and 
being terrified thereat, it not having been advertised 
that privilege or protection would be allowed, have 
resolved forthwith to retire to their several and re- 
spective abodes in the country, hoping thereby to 
elude any commission of interment that may issue 
out against them : and being informed of such their 
fallacious designs, I do hereby give notice, as well 
for the good of the public, as for the great venera- 
tion I have for the before-mentioned useful society, 
that a process is gone out against them ; and that, 
in case of contempt, they may be found, or heard of, 
at most coffee-houses in and about Westminster. 

I must desire my readers to help me out from time 
to time in the correction of these my £|ssays ; for as 
a shaking hand do^s not always write legibly, the 
press sometimes prints one word for another ; and 
when my paper is to be revised, I am perhaps so 
busy in observing the spots of the moon, that I 
have not time to find out the Errata that are crept 
into my Lucubrations. 

N® 102. SATURDAY, DECEMBER, 3, 1700. 
From my own Apartmeni, December 2. ' 

A CONTINUATION OP THE VISION. 

The male world were dismissed by the Goddess of 
Justice, and disappeared, when on a sudden the 
whole plain was co¥6red with women. So charming 
a multitude filled my heart with unspeakable plea- 
sure, and as the celestial light of the mirror shone 
upon their faces, several of them seemed rather per- 
sons that descended in the train of the goddess, 
than such who were brought before her to their trial. 
The clack of tongues, and confusion of voices, in 
this new assembly, were so very great, that the god- 
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deas was forced to comiDand silence sereTal time 
and with some severity, before she could make the 
attentive to her edicts. They were all sensible th 
the most important affair among 'woman-' kind w: 
then to be settled, which every one knows to be tJ 
point of pJiice. This had raised innumerable dispnt 
among them, and put the whole sex into a turrtu 
Every one produced her claim, and pleaded her pi 
tensions. Birth, beauty, wit, or wealth, were ■wor 
that rung' in my ears from all parts of the plain. Son 
boasted of the merit of their husbands ; others 
their own power in governing them. Some plendi 
their unspotted virginity ; others theirnumerous issu 
Some valued themselves as they were the motfaei 
and others as they were the daughters, of constd 
rable persons. There was not a single accomplisi 
ment unmentioned, or unpractised. The whole co 
gregation was full of singing, dancing, tossin 
ogling, squeaking, smiling, fanning, frowning, ai 
all those irresistiUe arts which women put in pra 
(iee, to captivate the hearts of reasonable creature 
The goddess, to end this dispute, caused it to I 
proclaimed, " that every one should take place a 
cording as she was more or less beaulifiil." Th 
declaration gave great satisfaction to the whole a 
sembly, which immediately bridled up, and appea 
ed in all its beauties. Such as believed themselvt 
graceful in their motion, found an occasion of fallin 
back, advancing forward, or making a false stei 
that they might show their persons in the most b« 
coming air. Such as had fine necks and boson] 
were wonderfully curious to look over the heads < 
the multitude, and observe the most distant parts t 
the assembly. Several clapt their hands on thei 
foreheads, as helping their sight to look upon thi 
glories that surrounded the goddess, but in reality ti 
show tine hands and arms. The ladies were ye 
better pleased, when they heard "that in the dcci 
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sion- of this great oontroversy, each of them should 
be her owa judg^^ and take her fdace according to 
her own opinion of herself^ when «he consulted her 
ldoking-gkui».*- ^ 

'The goddess then* let down the minor of truth in a 
golden chain, which -appeared larger in proportion 
^as it descended and approached nearer to the eyes 
of the beholders. It was the particular property of 
this looking-glass tobanish all false appearances, and 
show people what they are. Th^ whole woman was 
re{»esested/ "without regard to the usual external 
features, which were made entirely conformable to 
Uieir real characters. In short, the most accom- 
pKshed, taking in the whole circle of female perfec- 
tions, were the most beautiful, and the most defec- 
tiYo, ;the most deformed. The goddess so varied the 
motion of the * glass, and placed it in so many dif- 
ferent lights, -that each had an opportunity of seeing 
herself in it. 

' It is impossible- 16 describe the rage, the pleasure^ 
or astonishment, that appeared in each face upon its 
representation in the mirror ; multitudes started at 
their own fotm, and would have broke the glass if 
they could have reached it Many saw their bloom- 
ing features wither as they looked upon them, and 
their self-admiration turned into a loathing and ab- 
horrence. - The lady who was thought so agreeable 
in her anger, and was so often celebrated for a wo- 
man of fire and spirit, was frightened at her own 
image, -and fancied she saw a Fuiy in the glass. 
The interested mistress beheld a Harpy, and the 
subtle jik a Sphinx. I was very much troubled in 
my own heart, to see such a destruction in fine faces; 
but*at the same time had the pleasure of seeing seve- 
ral improved, which I had before looked upon as 
the greatest master-piece of nature. I observed^ 
that some few were so humble as to be surprised at 
their own charms, and that many a one who had lived 
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ill tlic retirement and severity of a Vestal, ahiiit 
toitii >n all tile graces and attractions of a Siren, 
was ravished at the sight of a particular image in li 
mirror, which I think the most beautiful ol:^ect thi 
my eyes ever beheld. There was sometbiog moi 
thnn human in her countenance : her eyes were e 
full of light that they seemed to beautify every thin 
they looked upon. Her face was enlivened wil 
uuch a Sorid bloom, as did not so properly seem tl 
mark of health, as of immortality. Her shape, h< 
stature, and her mien, were such as distinguishe 
her even there, where the whole fair sex was a: 
sembled. 

I was impatient to see the lady represented by s 
dirine an image, whom I found to be the perso 
that stood at my right hand, and in the same poii 
of view with myseB. This was a little old womai 
who in her prime had been about five feet higt 
though at present shrunk to about three quarters < 
that measure. Her natural aspect was puckered u 
with wrinkles, and her head covered with gray hairt 
L had observed all along an innocent cheerfulness i 
her face, which was now heightened to raptures, a 
she beheld herself in the glass. It was an odd cii 
cumstance in my dream, but I cannot forbear relatin 
il; I conceiTed so great an inclination towards hei 
that I had thoughts of discoursins; with her upon th 
point of marriage, when on a sudden she was carrie< 
i'rom me; for the word was now given, that all wh 
were pleased with their images should separate, am 
place themselves at the head of their sex. 

This detachment was afterwards divided into tfare 
bodies, consisting of maids, wives, and widows ; th< 
wives being placed in the middle, with the maid, 
on. the right, and widows on the left, though it wbj 
with difGculty that these two last bodies were bin 
dered from falling into the centre. This separatioi 
of those who liked their real selves not bavmg le» 
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sened the number of the main body bo considerably 
as it might have been wished, the goddess, after 
having drawn up her mirror, thought fit to make new 
distinctions among those who did not lilcc the 6gure 
which they saw in it. She made aereral wholesome 
edicts which are slipped out of my mind ; but there 
were two which dwelt upon me, as being very ex- 
traotdinaiy in their kind, and executed with great 
severity. Their design was to make an example of 
two extremes in the female worfd ; of those who are 
Tery severe on the conduct of others, and of those 
who ate veiy regardless of their own. The first sen- 
tence therefore, the goddess pronounced was, that 
all females addicted to cen seriousness and detraction 
should lose the use of speech ; a punishment which 
would be the most grievous to the offender, and, 
what should be the end of allpunishments, effectual 
ft>r rooting out the crime. Upon this edict, which 
^as as soon executed as published, the noise of Ae 
assembly very considerably abated. It was a melan- 
choly spectacle to see so many who had the reputa- 
tion of rigid virtae struck dumb. A lady who stood 
by me, and saw my concern, told me, " she won- 
dered bow I'could be concerned for such a pack of 

'-• ." I found, by the shaking of her head, she 

was going to give me their characters ; but, by her 
saying no more, I perceived she had lost the com- 
mand of her tongue. This calamity fell very heavy 
upon that part of women who are distinguished by 
the name of Prudes, a courtly word for female hy- 
pocrites, who have a short way of being virtuous, 
by showing that others are vicious. The second 
tence was then pronounced against the loose p° 
the sex, that all shoidd immediately be p' 
who in any part of their lives had run the f 
it This produced a very goodly ajipeara 
revealed so many misconducts, that made 1 
were lately struck dumb repine more thu 
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tbeir want of utterance; tliough at the same time 
as afflictions seldom come single, many of the mute 
were also seized with this oew calamity. The ladie: 
were now in such a. condition, that they would bavi 
wanted room, had not the plain been large enougl 
to let them divide their ground, and extend th^ 
lines on all aidea. It was a sensible affliction to me 
to see such a multitude of fair ones, either dumb o 
big-bellied. But I was something more at ease, whej 
I found that they agreed upon sereraL regulation 
to cover such misfortunes. Among others, that i 
should be an established maxim in all nations, that : 
woman's first child might come into the world -with! 
six months after her acquaintance with her husband 
and that grief might retard the birth of her last unti 
fourteen months after his decease. 

This vision lasted until my usual hour of waking 
which I did with some surprise, to find myself alom 
after having been engaged almost a whole night ii 
so prodigious a multitude. I could not but reflec 
with wonder at the partiality and extravagance of m' 
vision ; which, according to my thoughts, has dc 
done justice to the sex. If virtue in men is mor 
venerable, it is in women more lovely ; which Mil 
ton has very finely expressed in his Paradise Losi 
where Adam, speaking of Eve, after having assertC' 
his own pre-eminence, as being first in creatio 
and internal faculties, breaks out into the foUowin 
rapture : , 

" Vet irhen I approach 

Her loveliness, so absolute she secma, 
And iQ herself complete, so well to know 
Her tmn, that what the willa, or do, or sav. 
Seems wisest, virtaousest, discreetest, beat. 
All higher knowledge in her piesence falls 
Degraded, wisdom in discourse with her 
Loses discountenanc'd, and like foil; shows. 
Authority and reason on her wait, 
Aaane intended Gnl, not aOer made 
Oceatloaally. AndJ to consmnmate all, 
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Greatness of mind, and nobleness, their seat 
Build in her loveliest, and create an awe 
About her, as a guard angelic placM." 



N° 103. TUESDAY, DECEMBER 6, 1709. 



Ha nuga seria ducunt 



In mdUiy derisum semely exceptumqtte sinistre. 

HoR. Ars Poet. ver. 452. 

These toys will once to serious mischiefs fall, 
When he is laugh'd at, when he's jeered by all. 

Creech. 

From my own Apartment, December 6. 

There is nothing gives a man a greater satisfaction, 
tkan the sense of having dispatched a great deal of 
business, especially when it turns to the public emo- 
lument I have much pleasure of this kind upon my 
spirits at present, occasioned by the fatigue oi affairs 
which I went through last Saturday. It is some 
time since I set apart that day for examining the pre- 
tensions of several who had applied to me for canes, 
perspective-glasses, snu/^-boxes, orange-flower- wa- 
ters, and the like omac ents of life. In order to 
adjust this matter, I had before directed Charles 
Lillie of Beaufort- Buildings to prepare a great bun- 
dle of blank licences in the following words : 

** You are hereby required to permit the bearer 
of this cane to pass and repass through the streets 
and suburbs of London, or any place within ten miles 
of it, without let or molestation, provided that he 
does not walk with it under his arm, brandish it in 
the air, or hang it on a button : in which case it 
shall be forfeited ; and I hereby declare it forfeited, 
to any one who shall thjink it safe to take it from him. 

" Isaac Bickerstaff." 

The same form, differing only in the prpvisos, will 
serve for a perspective, snuff-box, or perfumed hand- 
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kerchief. I had plftced myself in my elborr-chair 
the upper end of my great parlour, having; ordert 
Charles lillie to take his place upon a joint-stoo 
with a writing-desk before him, John Morpbeiv aia 
took his station at the door; I baring, for hia goo 
and faithfiil services, ajwointed him my chambei 
keeper upon court-days. He let me know, that ther 
was a great number attending without. Upon w^hic 
I ordered him to give notice, that I did not intern 
to sit upon snuff-boxes that day ; but that those irfai 
appeared for canes might enter. The first presente< 
me with the following petUion, which I ordered Mr 
Lillie to read. ' 

" To Isaac Biceebstaff, Esquire, Censor of 
Great Britain. 
" The humble petition of SiMON Trippit, 
" Showeth, . 

" That yoor petitioner having been bred up to a 
e&ne from his yobtii, it is now become as necessary 
to him as any other of his limbs; 

"That, a great part of his behaviour ' depending 
upon it, he should be reduced to the utmost neces- 
sities if he should lose the use of it. 

" That the knocking of it upon hisshoe, leaning 
one teg upon it, or whistling with it in hia month, 
are auch treat reliefs to him. in conversationr that he 
does nob know how to be good company without it. 
" That he is at present engaged in an amour, and 
laust despair of success if it be taken from him. 

." Your petitioner, therefore, hopes, that, the pre- 
mises ^tenderly considered, your worship will not de- 
prive him of so useful and so necessary a support. 
" And your petitioner shall ever, &e." 






Upon the hearing of this case, I was touched witfe 



compassion, and the more so, when, i 
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43eiTing him nearer, I found he was a Prig, I bid 
him produce his cane in court, which he had left at 
Ihe.door. He did so, and I finding it to be very 
curiously clouded with a transparent ambbr head, 
and a blue ribband to hang upon his wrist, I imme- 
diately ordered my clerk LiUie to lay it up, and de- 
liver out to Jiim a plain joint, headed with walnut ; 
and then, in order to wean him from it by degrees, 
permitted him to wear it three days in a week, and 
to abate proportionably until he found himself able 
to go alone. 

.- The second who appeared came limping into the 
court : and setting forth in his petition many pre- 
tences for the use of a cane, I caused them to be 
examined one by one ; but finding him in different 
stories, and confronting him with several witnesses 
who had seen him wijk upright, I ordered Mr. Lillie 
to take in his cane, and rejected his petition as 
frivolous. ^ 

A third made his entry with great difficulty lean- 
iqg upon a slight stick, and in danger of falling every 
step ke took. I saw the weakness of his hams ; and 
hearing that he had married a young wife about a 
fortnight before, I bid him leave his cane, and gave 
him a new pair of crutches, with which he went off 
in great vigour and alacrity. This gentleman was suc- 
ceeded by another, who seemed very much pleased 
while his pietition was reading, in which ne had 
represented. That he was extremely afflicted with 
the gout, and set his foot upon the ground with the 
caution and dignity which accompany that distemper. 
I suspected him for an impostor, and having ordered 
him to be searched, I committed him into die hands 
of Doctor Thomas Smith in King-street, my own 
corn-cutter, who attended in an outward room, and 
wrought so speedy a cure upon him, that I thought 
6\ to send him also away without hb cane. 

While I was thus dispensing justice, I heard a 
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iioise ill my outward room; auil inquiruig wha 
the occasion of it, my doorkeeper told me 
they had takeo one up iu the very fact as he 
passing by ray door. They immediately brouf 
a lively fresh-coloured young man, who made i 
reaiatauce with hand and foot, but did Dot o0 
make use of hia cane, which huug upon his tiiitfa 
tuD. Upon examination, 1 found lum to be ao 
foid-acholar, who was just entered at the Ten 
He at first disputed the jurisdiction of the c< 
but, being driven out of his little law and logii 
told me very pertly, "that he looked upon »u 
perpendicular creature as man to make a verj 
perfect figure without a cane in his hand, 
well known," says he, " we ought, according ti 
natural situation of our bodies, to walk upon 
hands and feet and that the wisdom of the anci 
had described man to be an animal of four lef 
the morning, two at noon, and three at night ; 
which they intimated, that the cane might very 
perly become part of us in some period of ] 
Upon which I asked him, " whether he wore 
his breast to have it in readiness when that pc 
should arrive ?" My young lawyer immedia 
told me, " he had a property in it, and a righ 
hang it where he pleased, and to make use of i 
he thought fit, provided that he did not break 
peace with it;'' and further said, "that he n 
took it off his button, unless it were to lift it up 
coachman, hold it over the head of a drawer, p 
o|it the circumstances of a story, or for other 
vices of the like nature, that are all within the 1 
of the land." I did not care for discouragin 
young man, who, I saw, would come to good ; « 
because his heart was set upon his new purchas. 
only ordered him to wear it about hia neck, inst 
of hangingit upon his button, and so dismissed hi; 
-there were several appeared in court, whose f 
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tensions 1 found to be rery good, and, therefore, 
gave them their licences upon paying their fees; as 
many others had their licences renewed, who re- 
quired more ttme for the recoYory of their lanenesa 
limn I had before alioWed ihem^ 

Haying dispatched this set of my petitioners^ 
Uicre came in a weH-dressed man, with« glass tube 
in. one famd, and hia petition in- the other* . Upon his 
entering the room, he tkrew< bank the right side ofhu 
wip, put forward his right leg, and luiTanciag the 
I^SB to his laglit eye, aimed it dkectly atme. Jn the 
mean wiale, tomake my.di>9einraiion8 also, I. pet on 

3 spectacles r< in whidi postnre we suvreyed eaoh 
er for eemertime.'* Upon: the removal of our 
glasses; I desired him: to' read his qpetition, which he 
did yery promptly and eaeily; though at Ihe same 
ttme.it setilbvthj ^* that he. could see nothing dis^ 
tinedy, and was within very fetw degrees of being 
utterly bbnd i^ condbdiBg with a prayer, '^ that he 
might be. pennitted to strengthen and extend his 
aij^t by a glass/' In answer to (hb,, I told him, 
^^' he: might sometimes extend it to his own destruc* 
tien; As you are now,'' said I, ''you are out of 
the reach of beauty; the shafts ^ of the finest eyes 
lose their folree before they can come at 'yon ; you 
caimot distingeish a Toast from en orange-wench; 
yoe can see a whole ettclenai' beauty without any 
ieterniptioD f rom an impel(tinent'face.to discompose 
you. • In shorty what ar&jsnuHk for* others — '^ My 
petitioner' would Jheanvo more, but^ ti^d* me yery 
seriously, << Mr. Bickerstaff, you quite . >rafistake 
your man ;- it is the joysritta, pleasure, thevemploy- 
ment of my life to frequent pubiio > assemMtes, and 
gme^on the fkir." In a word, I found his user of 
aglassiwas occasioned by ao other infirmity but-bis 
vanity, and was not ^o much dengned to make him 
see, as to make him- be seen) and distingimihed by 
others. 1/ therefore, refused him a Ue^ce for a 
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perspective, but allowed him a pair of apectaci 
with fuJI permiBaion to use them in any public t 
aembly as he should think fit. He was followed 
so veiy few of this order of men, that I have re 
son to hope this sort of cheats is almost at i 
end. 

The orange-flower-men appeared next with pe 
tions, perfumed so strongly with musk, that t w 
almost overcome with the scent; and for my ov 
sake was obliged forthwith to licence their handke 
chiefs, especially when I found they had sweeteu 
them at Charles Lillie's, and that some of their pe 
sons would not be altogether inoffensive ^vitho> 
them. John Moiphew, whom I have made the gi 
neral of my dead men, acquainted me, " that tl 

SetitJoners were all of that order, and could pn 
uce certificates to prove it, (f I required it," 
was so well pleased with this way of Uieir embain 
ing tiiemsebres, that I commanded the abovesai 
Morphew to give it in his orders to his whole armi 
that every one, who dtd not surrender himself up 1 
be disposed of by the upholders, should use tl: 
same meAod to keep himself sweet during hia pri 
sent state of putrefaction. ' 

I finished my session with great content of miiit 
reflecting upon the good I had done ; for howev< 
slightly men may regard these particulars, •' an 
litUe folhes in dress and behaviour, they lead t 
greater evils. The bearing to be laughed at for sue 
singularities, teaches us insensibly an impertiuei 
fortitude, and enables us to bear public censure fc 
things which more substantially deserve it," S 
this means they open a gate to folly, and oftentime 
render a man so ridiculous, as to discredit his vii 
tiies and capacities, and unqualify him from doini 
any good in the world. Besides, the gjiving int 
uncommon habits of this nature, is a want of tfaa 
humble deference which is due to mankind, and 
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what is worst of all, the certain indication of some 
secret flaw in the mind of the person that commits 
them. When I was a young man, I remember a 
gentleman of great integrity and worth was very 
remarkable for wearing a broad belt^ and a hanger 
instead of a fashionable sword, though in all other 
points a very well-bread man. I suspected him at 
first sight to have something wrong in him, but wai^ 
not able for a long while to discover any collateral 
proofs of it. I watched him narrowly for six-and- 
thirty years, when at last, to the surprise of every 
body but myself, who had long expected to see the 
folly break out, he married his own cook-maid. 
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——Garni anUes 

ExrefabeUas HoR 2 Sat. yi. 78. 

He tells an old wife's tale very pertineiitly. 

From my otcR Apartment^ December 7. 

My brother Tranquillus being gone out of town for 
some days, my sister Jenny sent me word she would 
come and dine with me, and therefore desired me to 
have no other company. I took care accordingly, 
and was not a little pleased to see her enter the 
room with a decent and matron-like behaviour, 
which I thought very much became her. I saw she 
had a great deal to say to me, and easily discovered 
in her eyes, and the air of her countenance, that 
she had abundance of satisfaction in her heart, 
which she longed to communicate. However, I was 
resolved to let her break into her discourse her own 
way, and reduced her to a thousand little devicf 
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and intimatmns to bring me to the mention of b, 
imsbanrf. But, finding I was resol^red not to aam 
him she began of her own accord, ■* My bw 
band, said she, " gives his humble service I 
y**" ;^ t* which I only answered, " I hope he i 
well;" and without waiting for a reply, fell int 
otiwr subjects. She at last was oat of all patienci 
and said, with a smile and manner that I thougl: 
had more beauty and spirit than I had ever ofi 
served before in her, " I did not think, brother, to 
had been so ill-natured. You have seen, eve 
since I came in, that l had a mind to talk of m- 
husband, and you will not be so kind as to give mi 
an occasion."—" I did know," said I, " but i 
might be a disagreeable subject to you. You di 
not take me for so old-faahioned a fellow as to thinli 
of entertaining a young lady with the discourse o 
het husband. I know nothing is more acceptabl. 
than to speak of one who is to be so : but to speal 
of one who is so! indeed, Jenny, I am a bette 
bred man than you think me." She showed a littl< 
dislike at my raillery ; and by her bridling up, ] 
perceived she expected to be treated hereafter no 
as Jenny Distafl, but Mrs. Tranquillus, I ^o: 
very well pleased with this change in her humour 
anclupon talking with her on several subjects | 
could not but fancy that I saw a great deal of he 
husband's way and manner in her remarks, hei 
phrases, the tone of her voice, and the very air o 
her countenance. This gave me an unspeakabli 
satisfaction, nut only because I had found her lu 
husband from whom she could learn many thingi 
that were laudable, but also because I looked upor 
her imitation ot him as an infallible sigu that sht 
entirely loved him. This is an observation that I 
never knew fail, though I do not remember that any 
other has made it. The natural shyness of her sex 
hindered her from telling me the greatness of het 
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own pAssioD ; but I easily collected it from the re*- 
presentation, she gave me of his* " I have evesy 
thing/' says she, *'in TranquilluS} that I can wish 
foK :• and enjoy in Jiim what indeed you have told me 
were, to be met wiidi in a good husband, > the fondness 
of 1 a loyer, the tenderness of a parent, and the inti- 
macy of a friend." It transported me to see. her 
eyes swimming in tears of affection when she 
spoke. ^< And is there not, dear: sister," >said I, 
'' more pleasure! in the possession of such a iman^ 
than in all the little: impertinencies of balls, assem- 
blieSf and equipage, which it cost me so much pains 
to^ make you contemn?" She answered, snuling, 
^* Tranquillus has made me & sincere convert in a 
few weeks, though I am afraid you could not have 
done it in your whole life. . To tell you tiuly , I have 
only one jear hangiog upon me, whish is apt to give 
mei trouble in the midst of all my. satisfactions t I 
am afraid, you mi)st know, that! shall not always 
jnakethe same amiaUeappeaiAAce-in^hiS' eye that I 
tlo at present. Yon know, brother Biekerstaff, that 
you have the reputation of a. conjuror; and if yon 
have any one secret in your art to make yOup. sister 
always beautiful, I should be hamier than if- 1 were 
mistress of all Uie worlds you naire shown me in a 
starry night"— '^ Jenny%" said I, ^' without having 
recourse to magic, I shall give you one plain rule, 
that will not h^ of making you always mniable to a 
man who has so great a passion for you,, and is of 
so equal and reasonable a temper- as Traaquillus. 
Endeavour to please and you must please; be al- 
ways in the same disposition as you. are when you 
ask for this secret, ana you may take my word you 
will never want it. An inviolable fidelity, good 
humour, and complacency of temper, outlive all the 
charms of a fine face, and make the decays of it in- 
visible." 
We discoursed very long upon thb head, v 

2h2 




""-^ TATLKH. lO. 

was equally agreeable to us both ; for I must con 
less, as I tenderly lore ber, I take as much pies 
sure in giring her instmctiona for her welfare, a 
she htrself does in receiving them, I proceeded 
therefore, to inculcate these sentiments, by relatiai 
a very particular passage that happened within m' 
own knotrledge. 

There were several of us making merry at i 
friend's house in a country village, when the sextoi 
of the parish-church entered the room in a aort o 
surprise, and told us, " that as he was digging a 
iiravc. ill the chancel, a little blow of his pick-ax 
o|iriie(l a decayed coffin, in which there were seve- 
ral wiiiten papers." Our curiosity was immediately 
niisid, so that we went to the place where the sex- 
Ion liad bten at work, and found a great concourse 
lit |iio|ile about the grave. Among the rest, there 
was an old woman, who told us, the person buried 
thfcie \v;is a lady whose name I do not think fit to 
iiitiiiiiiii, though there is nothing in the story but 
nUiit tiods very much to her honour.* This lady 
livt-d several years an exemplary pattern of conju- 
gal tuvc, and dying soon after her husband, who 
ever\' way answered her character in virtue and 
aifeoiion, made it her death-bed request, " that all 
tlie Iftlers which she had received from him both 
■M\i after her marriage, should be buried in 
thn with her. These I found, upon exataina- 
ivere the papers before us. Several of them 
had suffered so much by time, that I could only 
pick out a few words; as mygatd! tUiaf roget/ 
'■arest angel! and the hke. One of tiiem, which 
Ic^ble throughout, ran thus- 

A son of Sit Thomas Chicheley, one of king WUliani'g 
admitaU, BBsured the very respectable canunnnicator of thii 
tiote, tliat the lady here alluded to nas bis lootiieT, ind that 
Hie letlcreneie genuine. 



" Madam, 
" If you would know tbe greatnesa of my love, 
consider that of your own beauty. That bloomii^ 
countenance, that eoowy boaou, that paceful per- 
BOD, return every momeDt to my imagination : the 
brightnesa of your eyes hath hindered me Irom closing 
mine since I laat saw you. You' mav still add to 
your beauties by a smile. Afrown will make me the 
most wretched of men, as I am the most passionate 
of lovers." 

It filled the whole company with a deep melan- 
choly to compare the description of the letter with 
the person that occasioned it, who was now reduced 
to a few crumbling bones and a little monldering 
he^i«f earth. With much ado I decyphered ano- 
ther letter, which began with, " My dear,dear wife." 
This gave me a curiosity to see bow the style of one 
written in marriage dmered from one written in 
courtship. To my surprise, I found the fondness 
rather augmented than lesseaed, though the panegy- 
ric turned upon a different accomplishment. The 
words were as follow : 

" Before this short absence from you, I did not 
know that I loved you bo much as I really do ; 
though, at the same time, I thought I loved you as 
much as passible. I am under great apprehension, 
lest you should have any uneasiness whust I am de- 
frauded of my share in it, and cannot think of tast- 
ing any pleasures that you do not partake witli lue. 
Pray, my dear, be careful of your Dealth, il' fur at 
other reason, but because you know I could not out 
live you. It is natural in absence to make profea 
sions of an inviolable constancy; but towiirdu 
much merit, it is scarce a virtue, especially w' 
iit but a bare return to that of which you httv 
3h 9 
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me such continued proofs ever si 
(]uaint&nce. I am," &c. 

Tt happened that the daughter of these two ex- 
cellent persons was by when I was reading this 
ii'l((>r. At the sight of the coffin, in which was the 
hiiily of her mother, near that of her father, she 
iDiltRil into a fiood of tears. As I had heard a 
'.'riat character of her virtue, and observed in her 
ilils instance of filial piety, I could not resist my 
fKiiiiral inclinations of giving advice to young peo- 
jili'. and therefore addressed myself to her. " Y~oung 
i.iilv,'' said I, " you see bow snort is the possession 
!>!' that beauty, in which nature has been so liberal 
lo \ ou. You find the melancholy sight before you is 
A contradiction to the first letter that you heard on 
iliat subject; whereas you may observe, the second 
li'tiiT, which celebrates your mother's constancy, is 
iisi If, being found in this place, an ar^^meut of iL 
Hu\, Madam, I ought to caution you not to think 
iIlc bodies that He before you your father and your 
riKitlier. Kaow, their constancy is rewarded by a 
]i<i]>ler union than by this mingling of their ashes, in 
ii slate where there is no danger or possibility of a 
sei'iind separation." 



N° lOS. SATURDAY, DECEMBER 10, 1709. 



Sheer- lane, December 9, 
As soon as m^ midnight studies are finished, I take 
but a very short repose, and am again up at an ex- 
erci.se of another kmd ; that is to say, niy fencing. 
Tlius my life passes away in a restless pursuit of 
fame, and preparation to defend myself against such 
as Httack it. This anxiety in the point of reputation 
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is the peculiar distress of fine spirits, and make them 
liable to a thousand inquietudes, from which men of 
grosser understandings are exempt ;, so that nothing 
is more common, than to see one part of mankind 
liye . at perfect ease under such circumstances as 
would make another part of them entirely miserable. 
This may serve for a preface to the history of poor 
Will Rosin, the fiddler of Wapping, who is a man 
as much, made for happiness and a quiet life, as any 
one breathing ; but has been lately entangled in so 
many intricate and unreasonable distresses, as would 
haye made him, had he been a man of too nice 
honour, the most wretched of all mortals. I came 
to the knowledge of his affairs by mere accident. 
Several of the narrow end of our lane having made 
an appointment to visit some friends beyond Saint 
Katharine's, where there was to be a merry meet- 
ing, they would needs take with them the old gentle- 
man, as they are pleased to call me. I who value 
my company by their good-will, which naturally has 
the same effect as good-breeding, was not too 
stately, or too wise, to accept of the invitation. Our 
design was to be spectators of a sea-ball ; to which 
I readily consented, provided I might be mco^tVoy 
being naturally pleased with the survey of human 
life in all its degrees and circumstances. In order 
to this merriment. Will Rosin, who is the CorelH 
of the WappiTig side, as Tom Scrape is the Bonon^ 
cini of Redriffe, was immediately sent for ; but, to 
our utter disappointment, poor Will was under an 
arrest, and desired the assistance of all his kind 
masters and mistresses, or he must go to gaol. The 
whole company received his message with great, 
humanity, and very generously threw in their balfi. 
pence a-piece in a great dish, which purchased ms 
redemption out of the hands of the bailiffs. Puri- 
the negociation for his enlargement, I had an o^^ 
tunity of acquainting myself with his history. 



I 
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Af'illiiiiu Boain, of tbe parisb o£ Saint Kaths- 

I somewhat strioken in yean^ and mMried to 

u; widow,, who h&a very nmctt the asoandant 

m : tbis deg«DeratG age being- so yerrvrted ia 

all things, that, even in the state of matranony, tlie 

youDg pretend to- ^ve^a^thei^ eldora, ^ TbC'SUtai^ 

cian is extreniely fond of her; ibut 'in often ebliged 

to lay by his liodle, to>bear loudei 'notea of faera, 

when she is pleased ta be angry with< bin : for yon 

are to know, W[ill IB not of oonieffuenoe enough to 

her convdrsation bnt whan she chides bim, or 

I use of hhn to carry on her.amoun{> for sIk 

of stratagem; and even in tbat-pait of 
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i one would expect but' Tonr litdc 
itry, by the force of natural genius/ she cm 
" I, sick, ontof hnmour, spleaetiOf wnat new 
and more money, as well as if she had been 
Cheapside or Comhill. She was 'lately 
secret discontent, npon account of a lover 
was like to lose by tusnuuriage ; fbi ket gallant, 
, fsekiel Boniface, had bean twice asked in 
church, in order to be jobed in matrimony with 
;. Winifred Dimple, spinster, of the same parish, 
hereupon Mrs. Bosin was far gone in that diatenv- 
per which well-governed husbands know by the de- 
scription of, "i am I know not fasw;'' and Will 
ifjilerstood that it was hi» part to inqaire inte 
:casinn of her melancholy, or suffer an the 
of it himself. Aft» much importunity, alt be 
id ^ct out of her was, " that she was tbe-mosl 
lohappy and the most wicked of all women, and bad 
friend in the world to tell h» gridt to." Upon 
8, Will doubled his importunities; bnt^e saitl', 
that she sliould break her poor beait, if be did nol 
solemn oath npcm a booky tfiat he would nol 
^ry ; and that he would expose the person who 
lad wronged her to all the world, for the ease ol 
lind, which was no way else to be quieted." 
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The fiddler was so melted, that he immediately 
kissed her, and afterwards the book. When his 
oath was taken, she began to lament berselfr and 
revealed to him, " lliat, miserable woman as she 
was, she had been false to his bed." 'VTiD was 
glad to hear it was no worse ; but, bef{M« he coald 
reply, " Nay," said she, " I will make you all tlie 
atonement I can, and take shame upon me, by pro^ 
claiming it to all the world, which is the only thing 
that can remove my present terrors of mind." This 
was indeed too true, for her design was to prevent 
Mr. Boniface's marriage, which was all she appre- 
hended. Will was thoroughly angry, and began to 
curse and swear, the ordinary expressions of passion 
in persons of his condition. Upon which his wife— 
" Ah, William 1 how well you mind the oath you 
have taken, and the distress of your poor wife, who 
can keep nothing from you ! I hope you will not ' 
be such a perjured wretch as to forswear yourself." 
The fiddler answered, " that his oath obliged him 
only not to be angry at what had passed ; but I find 
you intend to make me laughed at all over Wapping." 
" No, no," replied Mrs. Rosin, " I see well enough 
what you would be at> you poor-spirited cuckold I 
You are aiVaid to expose Boniface, who Has abused 
your poor wife, and would fain persuade me still to 
suffer the stings of conscience ; but I assure yoUf 
sirrah, I will not go to the devil for you," Poor 
Wilt was not made for contention, and, beseeching 
ber to be pacified, desired " she wouM <M)risull the 
good of her soul her own way, for he ^vuukl not say 
her nay in any thing." 

Mrs. Rosin was so very loud and public in 
invective against Boniface, that the parents "* 
mistress forbad the banns, and his match ~^ 
vented, wbich was the whole design 
atatagem. The father of Boniface brou|j:Lt hj 
of defamation, arrested the liddler, uiid 
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(laiuftgea. This was the distieaB froiRiWhich he wi 
TeUeved.'by llte.>cQiiipaBy; and the good bnsbasd 
ail) history, and joll%.up(ui hU enlugegieBt, gav 
«cca8ion<to very mucfa. mirth ;,'especiaUy when. WU 
iiading he had Jrieads to atauA by himt procltume 
hiaiseu a«uckAldr% nayafiiasult'OTertbefEuul 
«f, the BonifiacQSL .Here ia Ji.Jnan o£ tranquillit 
without Madbig Seaeca! IVhat work had each a 
ineident made^iaoDp pers«iiiB:of di«tiiictionl:.Xh 
brothers uid kindred of. euhi aide )w»t have bee 
dnnm out, and heredifaiy hatred euttuledion die fi 
miUai u tcng aa their very Banes fMaained in tk 
<i*«ld^). Who. wouia.beiicTe.tkat Herod, OtbeUn 
and Will Rosioiwereoflhe sanA-apeeieB}. j . . 
- There are quite differeat sestinieatfi which reigi 
in. the park>ur aad the kitohea.;^aiid it.ia by.th 
point of htmour when justly regulated, and inviobhl; 
obterred, that eome men are supeiKK la ethers^*) 
much as mankind in general are to brutes. Tbi 
puts me in mind ef a passage in the admirable poen 
called ',f The DiBpensary," where thx nature of tru< 
houoiitisait&illy.deHnbed in an ironical dispraisi 
of it : 

" But ere wc Dnce-engaBe in )tonovi't close, 
FiratkBowwhathononriB, Md w4cnoe it was. 
^DTn'dbS;thebaje,'tis.e«niited by the brave. 
The hero'l tyrant, and the coward's slave. 
Bom in the lioiiV camp, i( lives ob iIt; 
And both exists b; hope and by despair. 
Angry wkeDe'eiamomcDt'BeasOiiie gain, - 
And recon«il'd at our returns of eain. 
It live* whea in death's amu the hem Um, 
Bnt vrhan hia Bafety he consullB, it dies. 
Bigotted to this idol, we diaclaiiD ' ' 

Rest, healthf^aBdeasej fornotiiiiig butauMBea'' 



%* A very odd fellow visited me to-day at mj 
dgin^, and desired encouragement and recom- 
neudation from me for a new inrention of knockers 
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to doors^ which he told me he had madey aad professed 
to teach rustic servants the use of them. I desired 
him to show me an experiment of this invention ; 
upon which he fixed one of his knockers to my par- 
lour-door. He then gave me a complete set of 
knocks, from the solitary rap of the dun and beggar, 
to the thunderings of the saucy footman of quality, 
with several flourishes and ratdings never yet per- 
formed. He likewise played over some private 
notes, distinguishing the familiar friend or relation 
£rom the most modish visitor ; and directing when 
the reserve candles are to be lighted. He has se- 
veral other curiosities in his art. He waits only to 
receive my approbation of the main design. He is 
now ready to practise to such as shall apply them- 
selves to him ; but I have put off his public licence 
until next court-day. 

N. B. He teaches under-gpround. 
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